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W 
ELCOME TO ST PAUL’S. We are 

glad that you have come to 

worship God with us today. If 

you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please introduce yourself to our parish 

priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone 

wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea             

or coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

You’ll find the hall behind the church.  

Included in this issue … 

 Acknowledgement of the Wangal                         p.3                              

people of the Eora Nation  

 Defense Sunday                            p.8 

 Parish Intercessions             p.12 

 Introducing our new Sacristan – Brian Luhr                p.16 

 Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 5)                 p.21                       

- by Kerin Brown 

 Armenia and the Present Situation                                p.42 

            And Much More... 

   Sunday, 8 November 2020         

Welcome to worship 

Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost 

8.00am     Holy Eucharist 

9.30am    Parish Sung Eucharist 

圣公会圣保罗堂欢迎你前来参加我们的英语

传统圣樂圣餐崇拜。 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Our parish’s patron is St 

Paul the Apostle who was 

one of the early Church’s 

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he                     

visited communities                     

located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in 

Asia Minor proclaiming the 

good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  

In his first letter to the 

Church at Corinth, Paul 

tells how he handed on the 

tradition of the Last Supper 

to them and it is this sacred 

meal that we share which 

makes us one with Jesus 

and with the Church, both              

living and departed, today. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Joshua 24.1-3a,14-25               The First Reading        Judges 4.1-10                                             

Ps 78.1-7                                   The Psalm                 Ps 123                                                    

1 Thessalonians 4.9-18          The Epistle           1 Thessalonians 5.1-11                                              

Matthew 25.1-13                   The Gospel            Matthew 25.14-30 
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THE BLACKET HOUSE TRUST 

PROPOSAL BY THE TRUSTEES 

TO BE PUT BEFORE THE RECTOR AND CONGREGATION 

OF ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

AT A MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE CHURCH HALL                      

ON 22 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 11.45AM 

Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting is to obtain the consent of the Rector and                    

Congregation to actions proposed by the trustees. 

Background 

Clause 20 of the Deed of Declaration of Trust provides: 

The powers conferred on the trustees by this Deed shall not be exercised 

except with the consent of the Rector and Congregation, such consent to be 

sufficient if given by a majority of those members who are present at a 

meeting convened for the purpose held in the hall or other usual meeting 

place of the Rector and Congregation by a notice given to the Rector and 

Congregation on the two Sundays immediately preceding the day of such 

meeting in the manner in which announcements are usually made to the 

Rector and Congregation. 

The trustees understand this clause to mean that, while they have the usual 

powers of trustees under the general law by virtue of their appointment as 

trustees (especially so that they may fulfil their duties under the law to                   

administer the trusts and to preserve the trust property), they must obtain 

the consent of the Rector and Congregation for the exercise of the powers 

conferred specifically by the Deed, notably in relation to substantial                    

projects and expenditures. 

The trustees last sought and obtained consent from the Rector and                       

Congregation at a meeting held on 17 November 2019.  The consent                   

obtained on that occasion included consent in relation to the payment of 

moneys to or for the Parish from the 2019 and 2020 income of the Trust.  The 

trustees now propose to seek consent in relation to similar payments from 

any surplus of 2020 income and from the 2021 income of the Trust. 
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The trustees also seek consent to       

expending accumulated funds of the 

trust on the replacement of the old 

external stairs.     

Proposed Resolution 

The trustees ask the Rector and          

Congregation to pass the following 

resolution: 

The Rector and Congregation               

consent to the following actions of    

the trustees of the Blacket House 

Trust (“the Trust”): 

In addition to any amounts paid to or 

for the Parish from 2020 income of 

the Trust pursuant to the resolution of 

the Rector and Congregation passed 

on 17 November 2019 (“the 2019             

Resolution”) and after reservation of 

funds for the Trust’s sinking fund, the 

trustees may pay to or for the Parish 

any surplus of 2020 income for                 

purposes listed in the Schedule of 

Purposes in the 2019 Resolution. 

Subject to the availability of funds      

derived from 2021 income, the               

trustees may expend up to 40% of               

the gross income of the Trust in 2021 

on expenditures for the purposes 

listed in the Schedule below (being 

purposes for the benefit of the Rector 

and Congregation of St Paul’s). 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF PURPOSES 

(a) Payments to organists for regular 

 services                                                                   

(b) Organ repairs and maintenance 

 of the organs                                                             

(c) Sanctuary & communion supplies                                                                                   

(d) Ministry resource materials                                                                                               

(e) Playgroup resources                                                                                                         

(f) Printing of orders of service                                                                                               

(g) Worship resources                                                                                                           

(h) Copyright licences                                                                                                          

(i) Kneelers                                                                                                                    

(j) Vestments and robes                                                                                                        

(k) Rectory utilities, repairs and         

 renovations and ground care                                           

(l) Payment for the services of the 

 Music Director                                                            

(m) Choir music supplies for                            

 services 

In order to replace the external stairs 

at the rear of the main building at 203 

Burwood Road, the trustees may draw 

on the accumulated funds of the trust, 

including the moneys reserved for 

the sinking fund and any moneys ac-

cumulated during the trusteeships of 

the present trustees and earlier trus-

tees in proportions as the trustees de-

cide, to defray all the costs of that 

project (including for any consultan-

cy fees, any development approval 

fees, removal of the old external 

stairs, construction of foundations, 

and construction and installation of 

new stairs). 
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Defence Sunday 

Defence Sunday is an opportunity for the whole church to pray for the 

ministry that occurs within and to the Australian Defence Force. The      

Bishop to the Defence has written to the other Australian Bishops                

reminding them that we “place a high priority in making connections, 

particularly in encouraging a shared ministry of parishes with                            

chaplains”. 

“Defence Sunday” is observed annually on the Sunday prior to                            

Remembrance Day (11 November). We use the day to: 

 Draw attention to the spiritual needs and wellbeing of those who 

serve in the Australian Defence Force (ADF) as sailors, soldiers or 

airmen and airwomen.  

 Foster prayer support within Churches for those who serve the                          

nation through ADF service. 

 Encourage clergy to consider service as full or part-time Australian 

Defence Force Chaplains. 

 Build bridges of cooperative partnership between the Anglican    

ministry to the Australian Defence Force and diocese and parish 

churches across Australia. 

Defence Sunday is important. Whilst Remembrance Day recalls the                

tragedy of World War 1 and the hope for peace which came with the                

Armistice on 11 November 1918, the experiences of the 20ths and now 

the 21st Century reveal that this hope remains unfulfilled. Tragically,               

Australian service personnel continue to die in combat in the Middle 

East and the numbers of physical, psychological and spiritual causalities 

continue to increase. Our church has a responsibility to provide ongoing 

pastoral and spiritual care to serving military personnel. The greatest 

support that the church can provide to its chaplains engaged in this                            

mission is prayer and understanding. 
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Anglican Australian Defence Force Chaplains and General Synod                            

Defence Force Board members are available to participate in parish                                      

services as guest preachers/speakers. 

A Prayer for Australian Defence Force Chaplains 

Lord God of Hosts,                                                                                                                

We prayer for your clergy whom you have called to the ministry of               

uniformed chaplaincy, and for those who proclaim your love and                 

compassion in battle areas and defence establishments where                          

Australian military personnel serve.                                                                                         

Lord, strengthen their faith as they seek to witness to you in a secular 

world.                                                                                                                                  

Protect them from all dangers and comfort them in the long                              

separations from families and the familiar things of church that they must 

endure.                                                                                                                           

Lord who blessed the peacemakers, bless especially those chaplains 

serving overseas, helping to bring peace to the nations new and old 

which are struggling to find their identity and place in the world.                                                          

We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 23rd of October, the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 300 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s 

is able to seat 130 people on this basis. St Paul’s has registered with the 

NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under

-rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                                 

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be                       

observed. Those attending our morning tea need to be seated and not 

mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                 

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy day we will be observing: 

 Christ the King on Sunday 22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                             

James 

New Offertory Envelopes  

The new series of Offertory Envelopes begun last Sunday – there are 

plenty of sets of Envelopes available to collect as you leave Church to-

day. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to give regularly to the 

work of our Church – it is also an act of worship as we offer it in the 

Plate each week where it if “offered” at the Altar, together with the 

bread and wine of the Eucharist.  
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Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by Susanna Mills for the tower porch. The 

design has been finalized and we are now creating.  

DATES: Mosaic workshops started on Thursday 24th September.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 11am to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in being involved in this project 

please contact Pam 9747 3619/0402547892 or email                                               

pambrock@hotmail.com.  

Community Choir to Resume  

Community Choir recommences on Tuesday 10th November at 5.30pm 

in the Small Hall. 

New members welcome. 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS 

During the month of November, we revise our Parish Intercession list to 

be ready for the first Sunday of Advent, November 29, the beginning of 

the Church’s year.  

To plan for the re-start of this list we rely totally on the information that 

comes from parishioners. We need to know which names need to stay, 

which can be removed and any new ones to be added.   

Please contact Lay Minister Rosemary King or leave a message at the 

parish office, preferably by Nov 25.  

 

 

 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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EVENSONG NOTES - By Fr Michael Deasey 

Evensong, or Evening Prayer, was created by Archbishop Thomas                   

Cranmer (1489-1556) for the new English Prayer Book of 1549. It is based 

on a combination of the two monastic offices (liturgies) of Vespers and 

Compline.  We join with others throughout the world in the daily                          

recitation of this particular service, forming part of a continuous chain of 

prayer and praise.  

It is not a ‘popular’ style service for the uninitiated but more an art form 

like a great symphony and it may take years before we can express our 

worship through it. Even if the language may seem archaic or technical it 

is not mere ‘jargon’. If so, it would not have stood the test of time.   

The point of the service is to make us look first of all at God – not                  

ourselves. We trace humankind’s search for God and God’s revelation of 

himself to us. After a penitential introduction, this works out as follows: 

The Responses are a mutual exhortation between Cantor and people to 

worship God. The Psalm represents the Old Testament hymn book and 

shows the reaching out to God before the coming of the Messiah. The 

‘Gloria’ at the end is a short Christian hymn of praise and gives the 

Christian stamp to the psalm. This is followed by the First Lesson from the 

Old Testament.  

The Magnificat is the big moment! The semi-darkness of Old Testament 

days disappears before the dazzling light of the arrival of Christ. We                       

re-live the moment when Mary receives the good news and this is then 

followed by the Second Lesson from the New Testament. The Song of              

Simeon, or Nunc Dimittis, is a song of thankfulness and contentedness af-

ter Christ’s coming.  

As a result of what we have heard we then proclaim our faith in the words 

of the Creed. The Lord’s Prayer, which follows, is the model of all Christian 

prayer, looking at God’s will first, ourselves last. 
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In the Responses and Collects that follow we now look at the world around 

us and ourselves.  The Anthem is an optional extra item through which the 

choir can express different words of worship on behalf of all present.                               

Although the formal part is now over, final prayers, a sermon and a hymn 

may conclude the service.  

Fr. Michael helping out at  St. John's, Dee Why, on the                  

8th and 15th of November 

Fr. Michael has kindly offered to Preside and Preach at St. John's, Dee 

Why, on the 8th and 15th of November.  

It is wonderful that Fr. Michael is able to exercise his Priestly ministry at 

St. John's so that Fr. Steven and Deacon Sandra can have a well-earned 

break. 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results making $126.30 

on 25/10 and $125 last Sunday. Please keep checking what we have each 

week. Tubes of hand sanitizer are still available at a special price of $4.  

We have new unisex and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, Seville orange, Grape-

fruit, Lemon, Lime & combination of both, Mandarin, Cumquat, some with 

liquor), Butters (Lemon, Lime, combination of both and with passion fruit, 

grapefruit, citrus) strawberry, strawberry & apple, raspberry & apple, 

Blueberry, rhubarb, apricot and passionfruit, jams, Quince jelly, Crab Ap-

ple jelly, honey, not to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of beautiful homemade masks available at $5 

each. They have been very popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available $2 each and mugs at $5 
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St Paul’s Christmas cards will also be available for purchase packs of 5 

for $3 or 10 for $6 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each 

             Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

             White and Blue Salvia $3 and succulents  

There are some books people might be interested in if you are looking 

for something during these pandemic times as well as children’s 

books. They are $1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl records of Gilbert & Sullivan or operas, 

please speak to Pam about them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If   

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized! 

Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into the family of 

God, the Church, through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,  Joshua                          

Peregrine Southwood. 

Please pray for Joshua, his parents and Godparents that they may know 

God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with God’s love. 

Thank You  

Thank you to Margaret Chu,  Jane Carrick and Fr James who loaded 

and unloaded the van which was full of groceries for the Pantry and 

thank you to Sarah who has started delivering fresh fruit and                           

vegetables to us twice a week now. Sarah and Syd make sure that                

everyone gets fresh food each week on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

The Pantry has stepped up another level this last week. The number of 

customers on Tuesday increased by 50% on previous weeks. 
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Introducing our new 

Sacristan – Brian Luhr 

Brian Luhr OAM OGS was born, 

raised and educated in                   

Sydney’s South West. He was 

baptised, confirmed (by Bp            

Donald Robinson) and married at 

St Mary’s Church of England, 

Guildford. He has 3 grown                

children and 6 grandchildren. 

 

At Guildford he was a Church of England Boys’ Society (CEBS) leader, youth fellow-

ship member, parish and church councillor and Sunday School Superintendent. 

 

In 1982 he joined the parish of Christ Church St Laurence, Sydney, as an altar                   

server. He has held the positions of both people’s warden and parish councillor and 

became Master of Ceremonies and Sacristan. He was appointed Head Server in 

2002 and in this position was responsible for the rostering and training of the altar 

servers, deacons and priests in the ceremonial and ritual aspects of the Church’s 

liturgy. 

 

Brian has a great love and knowledge of Church liturgy and history and has had the 

opportunity to visit and observe the worship in many churches and cathedrals 

around the world. 

 

He worked in the telecommunications industry and managed the Catholic, Anglican 

and Uniting Church portfolios for Telstra. He has business and customer service                 

diplomas. 

 

He has worked as a parish administrator with the Roman Catholic Church and, on 

occasion, assists in training student altar servers and MCs for the children’s                   

liturgies. 

 

Brian is a Professed Brother in the Anglican Order of the Oratory of the Good                      

Shepherd (OGS) and lives by a monastic rule. 

 

In 2016 he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s 

Birthday Honours for service to the Anglican Church of Australia. 
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TRADING TABLE TREATS 

We have decided to cancel the Trading Table Treats for the last week end in 
October as we were placing too much pressure on our wonderful cooks. 

 

But we will be selling Christmas Hampers to St Paul’s parishioners on                     
November 29th. They will cost $25 and be by order only. Orders will close 
on 15th November and each hamper will need to be paid for by 15th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like to volunteer to make any of the above products or any 
other Christmas fare please speak with Rosemary. 

  

TRADING TABLE TREATS 

  

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

  

$25 each 

or $30 with a 187ml bottle of shiraz cabinet 

  

Order on or before 15th November 

  

 

Note Hampers may not be identical but they will contain a                
selection of home made goodies: 

  

A small Christmas Cake and a small Pudding, Long Life Pouring 
Custard, Shortbread, White Christmas, Rum Balls, Ginger 
Bread Biscuits, Fruit mince, brandied fruits, home made jam, 
cakes, slices and biscuits. Lots of little luxuries for Christmas. 

  

Some gluten free alternatives will be available if you ask upon 
ordering. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 5) 

by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.                       

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the presence 

of the divine. 

Peace be Still and The Door of the Fold – South Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Be Still 

This story appears in all three synoptic gospels: Matt 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25. 

To an uneducated reader like me, the accounts look much the same as one other.  Jesus 

and the disciples go out in the boat.  Jesus falls asleep.  Suddenly a storm comes up, the 

disciples are afraid they will drown and so they wake Jesus.  Jesus gets up, rebukes the 

storm and it subsides.  

The only difference is that in Matthew’s gospel Jesus rebukes the disciples for being afraid 

before he calms the storm. Why are you afraid, you of little faith? (Matt 8:26). In Mark and 

Luke’s gospels, Jesus is cross with the disciples after calming the storm, which makes more 

sense.  If there is a violent storm to deal with, you are going to deal with that first, before 

telling people off! The other small difference is again in Matthew’s gospel.  The disciples 
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respond with What sort of man is this…? (Matt 8:27) whereas in Mark and Luke the disci-

ples ask Who is this?                                                                                                                                                

All three gospel stories end with the amazed disciples marvelling that even the winds and 

the sea obey him! (Matt 8:27)                                                                                                                                 

In our window, only Jesus is in view.  We can’t see the reaction of the disciples.  We only 

see Jesus’ beautiful, calm face, looking upwards, his arms extended and the last of the 

storm abating.   

The Door of the Fold 

…Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.  Whoever 

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The 

thief only comes in to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that you may have life, 

and have it abundantly. (John 10:7-10) 

The Christ in this window is the risen Christ.  You can see the nail marks in his 

hands and feet, and an understated, almost elegant crown of thorns on his 

head!  He has a fleeting smile on his face and carries a lamb.  He looks down-

wards, towards the door.  The two Christs are complimentary to each other – 

facing inwards, but one up the other down; their arms extended, their faces 

beatific. 

 But the door is wrong!  In the Middle East, a stone fence was erected, with no 

gate or door, just an opening for the sheep to go in and out.  At night the shep-

herd himself lay across the opening – he himself was the gate, just as Jesus 

says he is! 
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https://www.bing.com/images/search?

q=Biblical+Sheepfold&form=RESTAB&first=1&scenario=ImageBasicHover 

The other interesting thing about this window is the anchor above the two sto-

ry windows. The anchor is an important Masonic symbol, often seen with the 

Ark, and represents hope and a life well-spent. The anchor symbolises immor-

tality and a safe rest in eternal tranquillity. 

https://www.bing.com/search?

q=masonic+symbols&cvid=c5e77f6cf778415e8e81b8d9d891a6d2&pglt=163&FORM=

ANNTA1&DAF0=1&PC=U531 

The windows bear these inscriptions: A.M.D.G. (Ad majorem Dei gloriam, or, to 

the greater glory of God – a very Jesuitical phrase to use!) and in memory of 

Osterley Lindsay Thompson, and John and Anne Howell.  So were brothers-in-

law Osterley and John masons? 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by Ronald 

and Cicely O’Brien 

PARISH PANTRY CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Each year we give each of our regulars a hamper containing a range of 

Christmas goodies and each year you respond very generously. Listed below 

are the products that we hope to include in this years hampers. 

Each week I will give you an update on what is still required. Please stick to 

this list as we are trying hard to avoid duplication but make sure that we have 

the complete range of foods in each hamper. 

All goods must be at the parish by Sunday 6th December to give us enough 

time to fill in any gaps.                                                                                                                   

Long life Custard                                                                                                            

Powdered milk                                                                                                                

Jellies                                                                                                                      

Mixed Lollies                                                                                                                

Shortbread biscuits                                                                                                          

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Biblical+Sheepfold&form=RESTAB&first=1&scenario=ImageBasicHover
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Biblical+Sheepfold&form=RESTAB&first=1&scenario=ImageBasicHover
https://www.bing.com/search?q=masonic+symbols&cvid=c5e77f6cf778415e8e81b8d9d891a6d2&pglt=163&FORM=ANNTA1&DAF0=1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=masonic+symbols&cvid=c5e77f6cf778415e8e81b8d9d891a6d2&pglt=163&FORM=ANNTA1&DAF0=1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=masonic+symbols&cvid=c5e77f6cf778415e8e81b8d9d891a6d2&pglt=163&FORM=ANNTA1&DAF0=1&PC=U531
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Sweet biscuits                                                                                                               

Shapes                                                                                                                       

Candy Canes                                                                                                                  

Tinned fruit                                                                                                                 

Ham  

Piccolo biscuits in a tin                                                                                                    

Fruit juice 

NO MINCE PIES, Christmas Cakes or Christmas Pudding please 

These have already been provided. 

 

The Pantry will be closing from Tuesday 22nd December until the beginning 

of February in order to give everyone a rest. However we will be sending 

people home with a hamper containing staples to get them through January. 

We will be looking for donations to help us make up these hampers. 

We would like to include: 

Spam, Corned Beef, Tuna, Pasta, Pasta Sauce and Rice, Plumrose Frankfurts 

and meatballs in a tin, and “meals for one” in a box. Long life milk, powdered 

milk, tinned vegetables, including corn and carrots, peas, baked beans, tin 

spaghetti, tinned corn. Tinned fruit, tin beetroot, smooth peanut butter, jam, 

sardines, sweet and savoury biscuits, coffee and tea, sugar and cooking oil. 

We will also provide people with dish washing liquid, sponges, laundry                                     

detergent, soap, tooth paste and deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, and 

disposable razors (not BIC).  So any of these products would be gratefully     

received. 

 

PLEASE NO TOOTHBRUSHES or BIC Safety Razors 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 



27 

 For General Donations 

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062 

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry  

BSB:          032 062                                                  

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  26th October - 1st November 

and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory:$4340                                                               

≈ Parish Pantry: $25                                              

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $4365 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Great Southern Nights concerts  

Spencer White studio gallery              

located at 6 BourKe street, 

Woolloomooloo is hosting 2              

concerts: 

CONCERT I -                               

Wednesday 25 November :5-8 pm 

“Opera and Art at StudioW. 

Woolloomooloo  

Selections from Opera Repertoire .. 

Laura Scandizzo - Soprano                                                                                                       

Sitiveni Talei - Bass                                                                                                                          

Kent McIntosh- Tenor                                                                                                            

Bradley Gilchrist - Piano“ 

CONCERT II -                                          

Friday 27/11/2020 5-8pm 

Jazz and Art at StudioW 

Woolloomooloo  

Loretta Palmeiro | Soprano                                                                                                   

Saxophone                                                                                                                               

Mark Isaacs  | Piano                                                                                                                           

'Oceans of Now'  

Loretta Palmeiro and Mark Isaacs 

compose their music together on 

the spot, in real time, and without 

any safety net or roadmap.                     

 

 

Demonstrating how music can                            

elegantly respond to change, the  

duo draws on intuition, imagination 

and innovation as they take                         

listeners on a remarkable and 

evolving voyage. The results can be 

delicate, furious or passionate: 

proof that unpredictability can be a 

beautiful journey even when the 

destination is unknown. Their                   

music navigates through all  

boundaries between jazz, classical 

music, new music and many other 

genres. 

Exhibition viewing 5-6 pm 

Concert 6-7.30 pm 

Only 20 Tickets ($30)will be                       

available from 1/11/2020  for each 

concert via studioW 

Woolloomooloo webpage / sticky 

tickets. 

If unsuccessful -Please put your 

email on the webpage mailing list 

for future events. 

 OUTDOORS…  
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Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78.1-7; 

1 Thessalonians 4.9-18; Matthew 25.1-13 

Today’s parable is the second in a series of three about 

how to live in the context of the coming glorious Son of 

Man. The parable fits in with marriage practice of the time, 

as far aS we know it. The bridegroom goes to the bride’s 

house to sign the marriage contract with the bride’s father and then returns 

with the bride.  

 His household would greet him. It was assumed that his meeting would 

take some time, because the young women had all brought lamps. Those 

who were unprepared missed out. Watch and wait is about living each day 

as if it is the Day. 

 Help us to live each day in the light of Christ’s coming Kingdom. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the 

Anglican Church of Japan. 

Text:  The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

 READ AND INWARDLY DIGEST…  

Trump Becomes the First President Since Eisenhower to 

Change Faiths in Office  

Like many Christians switching churches, he now identifies as nondenomi-

national - By Daniel Silliman 

More than 180,000 people have stopped identifying with the Presbyteri-

an Church (USA) in the past four years, according to official church                            

numbers. Now there’s one more: President Donald Trump. 

Trump told Religion News Service last week in a written interview              

mediated by spiritual advisor Paula White-Cain that he doesn’t consider 

himself to be Presbyterian. He was confirmed in the church and has 
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called himself Presbyterian numerous times over the years. But no more. 

“I now consider myself to be a non-denominational Christian,” Trump 

said in the statement. “Melania and I have gotten to visit some amazing 

churches and meet with great faith leaders from around the world. Dur-

ing the unprecedented COVID-19 outbreak, I tuned into several virtual 

church services and know that millions of Americans did the same.” 

While the mainline denomination has previously challenged Trump’s af-

filiation, his recent departure seems to be the result of the president 

slowly moving away from his childhood church and toward a more evan-

gelical faith. 

Trump was not a regular churchgoer before he was elected president. He 

attended Norman Vincent Peale’s church for a while and praises Peale’s 

book The Power of Positive Thinking. He has also attended Episcopal 

churches for several Christmas and Easter services. In 2016, he was de-

scribed by one prominent evangelical supporter as a “baby Christian.” 

Since moving to the White House, however, he has visited many different 

churches, mostly evangelical and Pentecostal. He has met with numerous 

ministers, been prayed over, and sought the advice of spiritual counse-

lors like White-Cain, a Florida televangelist often associated with the 

prosperity gospel, who took a position as the Trump administration’s faith 

outreach coordinator last year. City of Destiny, the church White-Cain 

founded in Florida, is nondenominational. 

Most Americans don’t think Trump has strong religious beliefs, according 

to the nonpartisan Public Religion Research Institute poll. Roughly 40 

percent say the president “is mostly using religion for political purpos-

es.” White evangelicals who vote Republican see things differently: Fifty-

nine percent say Trump has strong religious beliefs. 

In some ways, Trump’s decision to disassociate with a mainline denomi-

nation is also part of a larger cultural trend. Many Americans have done 

the same. In 1975, nearly a third of Americans identified with a mainline 

denomination. Today, that has dropped to a little more than 10 percent. 
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The Presbyterian Church (USA) has declined from 3.1 million members 

in 1984 to about 1.3 million today. Membership has dropped by an                   

average of 4.5 percent every year that Trump has been president. 

Changing religious identification is also common in the United States. 

Social scientists call this “switching.” This includes dramatic conversions, 

like when someone has a born-again experience, but also more subtle 

changes, like when someone moves to a new town and decides to try the 

local Baptist church instead of another Methodist congregation. 

Religious switching seems to happen more often when there are a lot of 

choices—like there are in the United States. And it seems to happen 

more when people take religion very seriously and think it’s an im-

portant and distinctive part of their personal identity—like they do in the 

US. 

In the three-wave Cooperative Congressional Election Study—which 

surveyed the same individuals in 2010, 2012, and 2014—1 out of every 6 

Christians changed their religious identification over four years. Some 

stopped identifying as Christians and either called themselves “none” 

or “nothing in particular.” But about 16 percent changed denomination, 

including about 20 percent of Presbyterians, who stopped calling them-

selves Presbyterian and started calling themselves something else—

often “nondenominational.” 

Of course, most Americans are not the president. It is highly unusual for 

the chief executive to change religious identification in office. The last 

time it happened, Trump was six years old. 

Dwight Eisenhower was baptized the second Sunday he was in the White 

House, in January 1953. He was joining the group that Trump is now leav-

ing: the Presbyterians. 

Eisenhower, like Trump, was not particularly religious before his elec-

tion. He was raised in a small Anabaptist denomination, which he left 

when he went to military school. His parents later joined the Bible            

Students, a group that became the Jehovah’s Witnesses. When he was 

running for office in 1952, the World War II hero’s lack of a denomination 
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became an issue. He was called “a man without a church and without a 

faith.” 

One of his spiritual advisors, the evangelist Billy Graham, encouraged Ei-

senhower to set an example for the nation by joining a church, and rec-

ommended he become a Presbyterian. Though Graham was a Baptist, he 

worked across denominational lines, knew the Presbyterian minister in 

Washington, DC, and thought Eisenhower would feel comfortable at the 

orderly, formal Sunday service. 

Eisenhower originally resisted the idea, according to historian Gary Scott 

Smith, thinking the move would just look cynical and political. He felt his 

faith was private. 

He was convinced when one of his staff asked him to think about the na-

tion’s children, yanked out of bed every Sunday to go to church, com-

plaining that they shouldn’t have to go if the president of the United 

States didn’t have to go. The president should set a good religious exam-

ple. 

Eisenhower made it a priority in his administration to promote belief in 

God and religion, in very general terms. He saw religion as a spiritual re-

source in the Cold War conflict with Communism. He added “under God” 

to the Pledge of Allegiance and promoted the National Day of Prayer. He 

spoke frequently about the importance of “a deeply felt religious faith”—

most famously when he said, “Our form of government has no sense un-

less it is founded in a deeply felt religious faith, and I don’t care what it 

is.” 

Most Americans came to see Eisenhower as a very religious president, 

though some critiqued him for being specific about his faith. He seemed 

to promote a generic American religion, which had nothing to do with Je-

sus or any particulars about God or any theological content. He seemed 

to have, one person said, “a very fervent believer in a very vague reli-

gion.” 
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Today, when the Cold War struggle has been replaced by culture war 

conflicts, critics see Trump’s move from Presbyterian to nondenomina-

tional Christian in the opposite light: It’s too specific. Instead of trying to 

represent all Americans with platitudes about “deeply felt faith,” they 

claim Trump is making a political move, identifying with the religious 

voters he needs at the polls. 

Immigration policy needs to improve, Bishops argue,                   

after migrant family drowns  

- By Mandy Fry 

We must do more to help those who seek safe haven,’ says Bishop of                 

Dover 

THE Bishop in Europe, Dr Robert Innes, has called for a “humane, toler-

ant and equitable migration policy” in response to the death of five mi-

grants who attempted to cross the English Channel on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, the family, Iranian Kurds, were named as Rasoul Iran-

Nejad and Shiva Mohammad Panahi, both aged 35, and their children 

Anita, nine, Armin, six, and Artin, 15 months, whose body had not yet 

been recovered. 

Fifteen other migrants were rescued and taken to hospital. 

Dr Innes described the incident as “the latest case of deeply saddening 

loss of life in the English Channel. Refugees, including children, have 

perished as desperate souls flee conflict and violence to make new lives 

in Europe.” 

The situation “underlines the urgent need for a humane, tolerant, and eq-

uitable migration policy to be applied across the EU, and for the full re-

spect and protection of the rights of refugees under international law.” 

This is the latest example of the perils that would-be migrants to Britain 

face, often at the mercy of traffickers. Mr Iran-Nejad reportedly paid traf-

fickers more than £20,000. Another man was found dead last week on a 

beach in Sangatte, near Calais, while bodies were also recovered in the 
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same area in May and August this year (News, 15 August). 

Despite this, the traffic has quadrupled this year: more than 7400                        

migrants have already reached the British coast, compared with 1825               

in 2019. 

The Bishop of Dover, the Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, said on                     

Wednesday: “My heart is full of sadness. We cannot stand by while 

those who seek refuge and safety are dying at the hands of those who 

exploit them and their hope. Children and their families are being 

washed away just miles from our shores. 

“We must do more to help our fellow sisters, brothers, sons and                   

daughters seek safe haven and be offered the same chances to live 

their lives as we do, with peace and love.” 

The UK Government has been criticised for focusing on patrolling the 

French and British borders, and prosecuting people smugglers and 

asylum-seekers attempting to make the crossing using dinghies.                    

Campaigners have called for the Government to provide safer ways for 

those seeking asylum to come to Britain so that they do not have to risk 

making dangerous sea crossings. 

The founder of the Oasis Academy Trust, the Revd Steve Chalke, wrote 

on Wednesday: “The way to ‘crack down’ on the gangs that prey on the 

world’s desperate victims of war and political oppression is not to try to 

make crossing the Channel by boat ‘unviable’, but simply 

‘unnecessary’! How? Allow those seeking refuge to claim asylum in the 

UK from outside the UK.” 

The Shadow Secretary of State for Justice, David Lammy MP, described 

the news as “heartbreaking”, writing on Tuesday: “This is no way to 

treat those fleeing persecution and war. The government must show 

some compassion and urgently change its approach.” 

The co-director of the charity Seeking Sanctuary, Phil Kerton, said that 

better solutions were needed to prevent further tragedies. “Desperate 

people have lost their lives in another tragic and distressing accident. . . 

Like everyone else, each of the dead had hopes for leading a future life 
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in peace and dignity, all seeking to realise their innate potential,” he 

said. 

“We continue to urge that innovative solutions are found for the wel-

fare of the world’s exiles, and for their safe access to places where they 

may request asylum. Solutions that do not involve more security 

measures, such as patrols, walls, and fences, but which see each of 

them as a human being in need of advice and help and with a genuine 

contribution to make to society. 

“We are today laying flowers at the plaque near the entry to the ferry 

terminal on the Dover seafront that remembers deceased seekers of 

sanctuary.” 

The director of justice and inclusion at Churches Together in Britain 

and Ireland, Richard Reddie, said that the incident on Tuesday showed 

the serious flaws in Britain’s asylum and immigration system. 

“The recent deaths of those who drowned in the English Channel is a 

tragedy that should never have happened and a wake-up call to all.  

For me, this heartbreaking event should be a ‘George Floyd’ moment                 

regarding our asylum (and immigration) system, which only this 

month, the Home Secretary, Priti Patel, described as ‘broken.’ 

“We need to have an honest, mature discussion about immigration in 

this country. For far too long, fear has dominated this conversation,           

resulting in a failure to recognize the invaluable contributions of                      

migrants to this country, especially those seeking asylum. 

“We pride ourselves on being a fair, tolerant, Christian country, yet                 

receive only a fraction of the number of asylum-seekers taken in by 

our European neighbours, a fact that runs contrary to the press and              

political narrative of being ‘swamped’ and ‘overwhelmed.’ 

“It is important to remember that those men, women and children who 

make these dangerous journeys are human beings, as opposed to                  

statistics, and their reasons for travelling are invariably to join          

family members, or due to language issues. 
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“We should not be witnessing deaths at sea, or those who survive this 

perilous passage, being locked up like common criminals. We need to 

have a system that is just and swift and treats all with the dignity and                

humanity they deserve.” 

Last week, the Bishop Hudson-Wilkin spoke at an event organised by 

Stand Up to Racism and Christians Together in Dover to give thanks for 

the people and organisations working to save lives in the area. 

“Jesus reminds us not to choose just the people who look and sound like 

us, but to reach out with arms outstretched, with a spirit of                            

generosity, recognising we share a common humanity,” she said. 

German churches vow to seek intercommunion despite 

Vatican reprimand - By JONATHAN LUXMOORE 

Intercommunion will come, EKD leader and Cardinal say 

EVANGELICAL and Roman Catholic leaders in Germany have vowed to 

press ahead with moves towards intercommunion, despite Vatican warn-

ings that the plan failed to satisfy doctrinal requirements. 

“We will follow this up; the discussion isn’t over,” the chairman of the 

Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Dr Heinrich Bedford-

Strohm, said. “We are now so close, and I sense a very strong will among 

Catholic bishops to get ahead as well.” 

The 60-year-old Protestant bishop spoke shortly before being jointly 

awarded the 2020 ecumenical Augsburg Peace Prize with Cardinal Rein-

hard Marx, the former president of the German Bishops’ Conference, for 

contributions to interfaith dialogue. 

Dr Bedford-Strohm told the Munich-based Bayern Radio that he was dis-

appointed that the proposals had been rejected by Rome, but remained 

confident that intercommunion would come. Cardinal Marx said that the 

plans were “already far advanced”, leaving “the ball in the Vatican’s 

court”. 
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“I would like to see Christians celebrate the eucharist together, without 

becoming a unified Church,” the Cardinal told the same radio                              

interviewer. “Ecumenism only works if we try to understand the position 

of others and sometimes accept differences.” 

The proposal for “reciprocal eucharistic hospitality” was tabled in            

September 2019 by a working group of Protestant and RC theologians, 

and conditionally welcomed in May by members of the EKD Council 

and Bishops’ Conference. 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in Rome, warned in a 

mid-September statement that the theologians’ proposal contained 

“doctrinal errors”, and said that intercommunion could not be left to 

“individual decisions of conscience”. 

In a statement last week, the German Bishops’ Conference said that it 

understood that the issue needed “general clarification” to avoid                          

jeopardising church unity. 

The EKD, representing 20 regional Evangelical Churches, or                     

Landeskirchen, said that it also accepted that there were “differences in 

practice and understanding” between the Protestant and Roman          

Catholic rites. 

The controversy coincides with the RC Church’s Synodal Way forum, 

launched last December, which is debating authority, participation, and 

power in the Church, as well as sexual morality, priestly ministry, and 

the part played by women in church life. 

Speaking last week, the retired Bishop Heinz Algermissen said that the 

Pope had expressed “grave concern” about current developments in 

the German Church, after initially approving the forum. 

This was questioned by the Synodal Way’s Jesuit co-director, Fr Bernd 

Hagenkord, who dismissed suggestions in a radio interview that the RC 

Church in Germany stood poised to “go its own way”. 
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Armenia and the Present Situation 

The beginnings of the Armenian Civilization  

Legends say that the Armenians are the descendants of Hayk, who in turn 

was the great, great grandson of Noah, whose Ark ran aground on Mount     

Ararat after the Flood.  In honour of this traditional legend, the Armenians 

call their country Hayastan.  

Historians instead trace the origins of this people between 1500 and 1200 

BC with the birth of a tribal confederation known as Hayasa-Azzi who                     

resided in the western part of the Armenian plateau.  Because of their                     

proximity to the Hittite Empire violent clashes often used to break out 

with mixed results until the Hittites finally defeated the Hayasa-Azzi at the 

end of the Bronze Age. 

The Kingdom of Urartu  

Between 1200 and 800 BC, most of Armenia was united under a confedera-

tion of kingdoms known by the Assyrians as Nairi (Land of Rivers).  This         

confederation was later absorbed into the kingdom of Urartu, the civilization 

that flourished in the Caucasus and in Eastern Asia Minor between 800 BC 

and 600 BC, which represents the first Armenian empire.  The kingdom was 

first unified under King Aramu and stretched from the Black Sea to the                    

Caspian Sea, including much of the territory of Eastern Turkey.  Urartu was 

often called "the Kingdom of Ararat" in many ancient manuscripts and sa-

cred texts of different nations who interchangeably used ‘Armenia’ and 

‘Urartu’ to refer to the same country. 

Armenia as a country and Armenians as a nation have continued their exist-

ence from times immemorial until today.  They have seen the rise and fall of 

the Babylonian, Assyrian, Persian, Macedonian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, 

Arab, Seljuk, Ottoman and Soviet empires and have navigated their way 

The Armenian Apostolic Church is a member church of the NSW Ecumenical Council 

and it is distressing for us to know of the deep pain the people of that Church are feeling 

as we hear of the violence and suffering being endured by the Armenian people in the 

Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) region.  Indeed, the agony caused by the current conflict 

for many people on both sides of the dispute is a cause of great sadness. 

The following article provides brief information about Armenia and some background to 

the present situation to help us in our understanding and our praying. 
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through occupation, independence and genocide to emerge as a unique and 

resilient nation in the 21st century.  

The Christianisation of Armenia 

The conversion of Armenia at the beginning of the fourth century, traditional-

ly dated in the year 301 AD, gave the Armenians the consciousness of being 

the first officially Christian nation, well before Christianity was recognised as 

the religion of the Roman Empire.  

St Gregory the Illuminator’s conversion to Christianity of the Armenian King 

Tiridates and his family followed by the decree of the king declaring Christi-

anity as the state  religion of Armenia records Armenia as the first Christian 

nation in the world.  

Subsequent History 

The 11th century saw the invasion of the Armenian Highlands (Anatolia) and 

the settlement of Seljuk Turks in that area.  The region then began to                    

transform from a predominantly Armenian and Greek society into a Turkish                 

Muslim one.  The Ottoman Empire, which was founded at the end of the 13th 

century in north-western Anatolia, came to rule much of the Balkans, the                

Caucasus, the Middle East (excluding Iran), and North Africa over the course 

of several centuries.  The empire lasted until the end of the First World War. 

The "Metz Yeghern" (Great Crime) – the Armenian Genocide:  From 1915 to 

1923 the Ottoman State and the Republic of Turkey embarked on the deliber-

ate destruction of the Christian minorities within the Ottoman Empire.  During 

this darkest period of Armenian history, over 1.5 million Armenians, 500,000 

Christian Greeks and 300,000 Christian Assyrians were massacred or deport-

ed and left to die in the Syrian desert: the first great genocide of the twentieth 

century.  

In 1918 rising from the ashes of the genocide, the Armenian people defeated 

the Turkish army and established the first Democratic Republic of Armenia.  

The Republic lasted for two short years and was incorporated into the Soviet 

Union in 1920.  

Azerbaijan:  The area of modern Azerbaijan, after being in the hands of Iran 

during the 18th century, came under the Russian Empire from the early 19th 

century.  In 1918, it proclaimed its independence from the Russian Empire 

and became the first secular democratic Muslim state.  But in 1920, it too be-

came incorporated into the Soviet Union until it again declared independence 
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as a Republic on 30th August 1991. 

Armenia, Independence and the war 

for Artsakh:  With the collapse of the 

Soviet Union, Armenia also declared 

its independence and became an 

separate Republic on 21st September 

1991.  

Several days earlier, on 2nd                  

September 1991 Nagorno-Karabakh 

(Artsakh), a region predominantly of 

indigenous Armenians, following all 

the legal requirements of the Soviet 

constitution, declared its independ-

ence as the Republic of Artsakh.  

This declaration was viewed with 

hostility by the Azerbaijani govern-

ment and the consequent war lasted 

until May 1994, when a ceasefire was 

brokered by Russia and signed by 

representatives of Artsakh, Armenia 

and Azerbaijan.  

Over the past 26 years, the conflict 

has simmered with intermittent at-

tacks until Sunday 27th September, 

when open warfare broke out with 

Turkish   support for the Azerbaijani 

army.  Since then, there has been a 

great deal of death and destruction 

and ceasefire agreements have been 

violated.  

Concerns for Peace 

The NSW Ecumenical Council joins 

with other ecumenical bodies, such 

as the World Council of Churches, in 

expressing deep concern about this              

conflict and tragic loss of life and of-

fers prayerful support for all attempts 

to bring peace to the peoples of 

those countries. 

The heavy military losses on both 

sides of this armed conflict are        

deeply distressing, and the Council 

expresses sympathy to all who are 

enduring the consequent suffering.  

The Council is particularly con-

cerned about the potential                         

destruction within the ancient          

Christian enclave of Artsakh with its 

over 5000 monasteries, churches, 

chapels, and Christian monuments, 

some of which date back to the 1st 

Century CE.  In that regard, the 

Council express deep distress at the 

attack on the Ghazanchetsots                  

cathedral, in which civilians were 

sheltering at the time.  Any                        

deliberate attack on one another’s  

religious and cultural sites is to be 

condemned. 

Calling on all peoples of faith to pray 

for peace in the region, this Council’s 

hope and prayer is that the ceasefire 

will be honoured, an end to the               

conflict negotiated and a peaceful 

settlement achieved, for the                      

protection of human life, for freedom 

for the Armenian Christians in 

Artsakh, for understanding, respect 

and cooperation amongst all the      

people to achieve justice and peace 

in the region – in the name of God the                      

Merciful and Compassionate (Exodus 

34:6; Qur’an 1:1). 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray the Church in the 

Province of the West Indies, The Most 

Revd Howard Gregory - Primate and 

Bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman 

Islands and for all his clergy and 

people.  

Pray for Fr James and for                             

Fr Michael as well as for Helen and 

Antonia. May God bless them  

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

all the troubled countries. May their 

leaders make decisions that would 

benefit the good of their citizens.  

Pray for : Alf; Felicity Baker; Joyce 

Bannister; Anne B.; Kyle Budd; John 

Burns; Rosemary B.; June Cameron; 

Eddy; Simeon Felt; Anna Felt; Margaret 

Gilmour; Graeme; Margaret Hayes; 

Janelle; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; David 

Morgan; Clive Norton; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Sophie Palmer; 

Michelle Phillip; Geoff Riccord; Joanne 

Roberts; David Raines; Diane Smith; John 

Sorensen; Margaret Stephenson; Jean 

Storey; David Thompson; Geoff Voller; 

Dora Whitway; Bob Woods 

 

 

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially, Geoff Cox and Rocco 

Anzellotti that God may grant them a 

place of refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Elizabeth Harvey Russell; 

Phyllis Lucy Wanless; Howard Ballard; 

Diana Savage; Arthur West; Sadie 

Gough; Damian Llyod Tibballs; Liberato 

Ieronimo; Gwendoline Jean Brunton; 

Bonnie Chan; Betty Mary King; Watkins;  

John Turner and for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 10th November - Leo of Rome, bishop & teacher (d.461) 

 Wednesday 11th November - Martin, bishop of Torus (d. c.387) 

 Thursday 12th November - Charles Simeon, priest & Evangelist (d.1836) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

                      Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens     Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra 

  (9.30am to 2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday) 

• Supporting St Paul’s Anglican Church community. 

• With 25 years of experience, we can arrange a service that is                      

personal, meaningful and reflects a person’s life. 

• We offer a wide range of options and competitive pricing. 

• Pre-Arranging a service allows you to plan the details of a                    
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  www.unityfunerals.com.au 
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