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   Sunday, 22 November 2020         

Welcome to worship 

 Solemnity of Christ the King                                                 

8.00am     Parish Eucharist 

9.30am    Procession and Choral Eucharist      

11.45am   Blacket House meeting in the church hall                      

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the Apostle 

who was one of the early Church’s  

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at Corinth, 

Paul tells how he handed on the tradition 

of the Last Supper to them and it is this 

sacred meal that we share which makes 

us one with Jesus and with the Church, 

both living and departed, today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself 

to our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, 

over a cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the 

hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24             The First Reading         Isaiah 64.1-9                                     

Ps 100                                       The Psalm                 Ps 80.1-7,17-19                                                  

Ephesians 1.15-23                 The Epistle                  1 Corinthians 1.1-9                                                    

Matthew 25.31-46                The Gospel             Mark 13.24-37 

    



5 

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST  THE KING 

Pope Pius XI instituted The Feast of Christ the 

King in 1925, to be celebrated throughout the 

universal church, in his encyclical                              

Quas Primas. He connected the increasing               

denial of Christ as king to the rise of                

secularism throughout much of Europe. At the 

time of Quas Primas, many Christians began to 

doubt Christ's authority and existence, as well 

as the Church's power to continue Christ's                   

authority. 

Pius XI, and the rest of the Christian world, witnessed the rise of non-

Christian (or nominally Christian) dictatorships throughout Europe, and 

saw Christians being persuaded by these earthly leaders. These                  

dictators also often attempted to assert authority over the Church. Just as 

the Feast of Corpus Christi was instituted when devotion to the Eucharist 

was at a low point, the Feast of Christ the King was instituted during a 

time when respect for Christ and the Church was waning, when the feast 

was needed most.  

Pius hoped the institution of the feast would have various effects. They 

were:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

1. That nations would see that the Church has the right to freedom, and 

immunity from the state                                                                                                         

2. That leaders and nations would see that they are bound to give                        

respect to Christ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. That the faithful would gain strength and courage from the celebration 

of the feast, as we are reminded that Christ must reign in our hearts, 

minds, wills, and bodies.  Today, the same distrust of authority exists,            

although the problem has gotten worse. Individualism has been em-

braced to such an extreme, that for many, the only authority is the                

individual self. The idea of Christ as ruler is rejected in such a strongly 

individualistic system. Also, many balk at the idea of kings and queens, 

believing them to be antiquated and possibly oppressive. Some ever                        
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reject the titles of "lord" and "king" 

for Christ because they believe that 

such titles are  borrowed from                

oppressive systems of government. 

However true these statements 

might be (some kings have been 

oppressive), these individuals miss 

the point: Christ's kingship is one of 

humility and service. Jesus said: 

You know that those who are                  

recognized as rulers over the               

Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones make their authority 

over them felt. But it shall not be so 

among you. Rather, whoever wishes 

to become great among you will be 

your servant; whoever wishes to be 

first among you will be the slave of 

all. For the Son of Man did not come 

to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many 

(Mark 10:42-45, NAB). 

And Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you 

the King of the Jews?"... Jesus                     

answered, "My kingdom does not 

belong to this world. If my kingdom 

did belong to this world, my                       

attendants would be fighting to 

keep me from being handed over to 

the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 

not here." So Pilate said to him, 

"Then you are a king?" Jesus                         

answered, "You say I am a king.                          

For this I was born and for this I 

came into the world, to testify to the 

truth (John 18:33b, 36-37).  

Thus, Jesus knew the oppressive           

nature of secular kings, and in                     

contrast to them, he connected his 

role as king to humble service, and 

commanded his followers to be 

servants as well. In other passages 

of Scripture, his kingdom is tied to 

his suffering and death. While 

Christ is coming to judge the               

nations, his teachings spell out a 

kingdom of justice and judgment 

balanced with radical love, mercy, 

peace, and forgiveness. When we 

celebrate Christ as King, we are not 

celebrating an oppressive ruler, but 

one willing to die for humanity and 

whose "loving-kindness endures 

forever." Christ is the king that 

gives us true freedom, freedom in 

Him. Thus we must never forget that 

Christ radically redefined and 

transformed the concept of                

kingship. 

Christ the King used to be                        

celebrated on the last Sunday of 

October, but since the calendar                

reforms of 1969, the feast falls on 

the last Sunday of Ordinary Time, 

which is the Sunday before Advent. 

It is fitting that the feast celebrating 

Christ's kingship is observed right 

before Advent, when we liturgically 
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wait for the promised Messiah (King). 

The earliest Christians identified Jesus 

with the predicted Messiah of the Jews. 

The Jewish word "messiah," and the 

Greek word "Christ," both mean 

"anointed one," and came to refer to 

the expected king who would deliver 

Israel from the hands of the Romans. 

Christians believe that Jesus is this                 

expected Messiah. Unlike the messiah 

most Jews expected, Jesus came to free 

all people, Jew and Gentile, and he did 

not come to free them from the                   

Romans, but from sin and death. Thus 

the king of the Jews, and of the cosmos, 

does not rule over a kingdom of this 

world. 

Christians have long celebrated Jesus 

as Christ, and his reign as King is                    

celebrated to some degree in Advent 

(when Christians wait for his second 

coming in glory), Christmas (when "born this day is the King of the 

Jews"), Holy Week (when Christ is the Crucified King), Easter (when Je-

sus is resurrected in power and glory), and the Ascension (when Jesus                     

returns to the glory he had with the Father before the world was creat-

ed). However, Pius XI wanted to specifically commemorate Christ as 

king, and instituted the feast in the Western calendar in 1925. 

Today we worship Him as the King of Glory -  He has called us to be His 

loving children and we honour Him as the Reigning Christ in whom we 

exist.   (contributed: G N) 

 

The flowers in the church today 

are in loving memory of  

                                                                 

Fr John Holle 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fondly remembered with deep 

affection by his wife Moya. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto him                       

O Lord,                                                                                                       

and let light perpetual shine 

upon him. 
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THE BLACKET HOUSE TRUST 

PROPOSAL BY THE TRUSTEES 

TO BE PUT BEFORE THE RECTOR AND CONGREGATION OF 

ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

AT A MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE CHURCH HALL                      

TODAY 22 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 11.45AM 

Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting is to obtain the consent of the Rector and                    

Congregation to actions proposed by the trustees. 

Background 

Clause 20 of the Deed of Declaration of Trust provides: 

The powers conferred on the trustees by this Deed shall not be exercised                

except with the consent of the Rector and Congregation, such consent to be 

sufficient if given by a majority of those members who are present at a          

meeting convened for the purpose held in the hall or other usual meeting 

place of the Rector and Congregation by a notice given to the Rector and 

Congregation on the two Sundays immediately preceding the day of such 

meeting in the manner in which announcements are usually made to the   

Rector and Congregation. 

The trustees understand this clause to mean that, while they have the usual 

powers of trustees under the general law by virtue of their appointment as 

trustees (especially so that they may fulfil their duties under the law to                   

administer the trusts and to preserve the trust property), they must obtain the 

consent of the Rector and Congregation for the exercise of the powers                    

conferred specifically by the Deed, notably in relation to substantial                    

projects and expenditures. 

The trustees last sought and obtained consent from the Rector and                       

Congregation at a meeting held on 17 November 2019.  The consent                   

obtained on that occasion included consent in relation to the payment of 

moneys to or for the Parish from the 2019 and 2020 income of the Trust.  The 

trustees now propose to seek consent in relation to similar payments from 

any surplus of 2020 income and from the 2021 income of the Trust. 
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The trustees also seek consent to       

expending accumulated funds of the 

trust on the replacement of the old ex-

ternal stairs.     

Proposed Resolution 

The trustees ask the Rector and          

Congregation to pass the following 

resolution: 

The Rector and Congregation               

consent to the following actions of    

the trustees of the Blacket House Trust 

(“the Trust”): 

In addition to any amounts paid to or 

for the Parish from 2020 income of the 

Trust pursuant to the resolution of the 

Rector and Congregation passed on 

17 November 2019 (“the 2019             

Resolution”) and after reservation of 

funds for the Trust’s sinking fund, the 

trustees may pay to or for the Parish 

any surplus of 2020 income for                 

purposes listed in the Schedule of 

Purposes in the 2019 Resolution. 

Subject to the availability of funds      

derived from 2021 income, the               

trustees may expend up to 40% of               

the gross income of the Trust in 2021 

on expenditures for the purposes 

listed in the Schedule below (being 

purposes for the benefit of the Rector 

and Congregation of St Paul’s). 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF PURPOSES 

(a) Payments to organists for regular 

 services                                                                   

(b) Organ repairs and maintenance 

 of the organs                                                             

(c) Sanctuary & communion supplies                                                                                   

(d) Ministry resource materials                                                                                               

(e) Playgroup resources                                                                                                         

(f) Printing of orders of service                                                                                               

(g) Worship resources                                                                                                           

(h) Copyright licences                                                                                                          

(i) Kneelers                                                                                                                    

(j) Vestments and robes                                                                                                        

(k) Rectory utilities, repairs and         

 renovations and ground care                                           

(l) Payment for the services of the 

 Music Director                                                            

(m) Choir music supplies for                            

 services 

In order to replace the external stairs 

at the rear of the main building at 203 

Burwood Road, the trustees may draw 

on the accumulated funds of the trust, 

including the moneys reserved for the 

sinking fund and any moneys accu-

mulated during the trusteeships of the 

present trustees and earlier trustees 

in proportions as the trustees decide, 

to defray all the costs of that project 

(including for any consultancy fees, 

any development approval fees, re-

moval of the old external stairs, con-

struction of foundations, and construc-

tion and installation of new stairs). 
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 23rd of October, the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 300 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St 

Paul’s is able to seat 130 people on this basis. St Paul’s has registered 

with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-

under-rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the 

words will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can 

hum the words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds 

(the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                                 

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols will be                       

observed. Those attending our 

morning tea need to be seated and 

not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all              

government directives and legal                 

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has                      

resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 

a.m. 

If the situation changes with            

reference to the government’s         

directives then we will review    

matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming 

high holy day we will be                      

observing: 

 Christ the King, Today Sunday 

22nd of November. 

We will make plans for Advent and 

Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with 

in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                       

James 

Congratulations to Kirk                

& Danielle! 

Today, Fr James will officiate at the 

wedding of Kirk Robert Lawton to 

Danielle Renee Awad. 

We pray God’s blessing upon them 

as they begin their lives together. 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS 

During the month of November, we 

revise our Parish Intercession list 

to be ready for the first Sunday of 

Advent, November 29, the begin-

ning of the Church’s year.  

To plan for the re-start of this list 

we rely totally on the information 

that comes from parishioners. We 

need to know which names need to 

stay, which can be removed and 

any new ones to be added.   

Please contact Lay Minister                      

Rosemary King or leave a message 

at the parish office, preferably by 

Nov 25.  
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Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by Susanna Mills for the tower porch.                        

The design has been finalized and we are now creating.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 11am to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in being involved in this project 

please contact Pam on 9747 3619/0402547892 or email                                               

pambrock@hotmail.com.  

Community Choir Resumed  

Community Choir has now resumed on Tuesdays at 5.30pm in the 

Small Hall. 

New members welcome. 

No Wednesday mid-week Communion between Christ-

mas and February 

There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas and throughout 

the month of January.                                                                                                               

Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 30th of Decem-

ber 2020 and will resume on Wednesday 3rd of February 2021. 

New Offertory Envelopes                      

are NOW available  

The new series of Offertory  Envelopes are 

now available from the back of the church. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to 

give regularly to the work of our Church – it is also an act of                      

worship as we offer it in the Plate each week where it if “offered”              

at the Altar, together with the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trad-

ing Table by buying or donating 

fresh goods for sale. It has been en-

couraging with the results making 

$135 last Sunday. Please keep 

checking what we have each week. 

Tubes of hand sanitizer are still 

available at a special price of $3  

We have new unisex and children’s 

socks $5. 

There is a good selection of                    

marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville 

orange, Grapefruit, Blood Orange, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime &                       

Gin, Mandarin, Cumquat, some with 

liquor), Butters (Lemon, Lime,                 

combination of both and with                   

passion fruit, grapefruit, citrus) 

strawberry, strawberry & apple, 

raspberry, raspberry & apple,       

Blueberry with liquor, rhubarb, 

apricot and passionfruit, jams, 

Quince jelly, Crab Apple jelly, not 

to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of                    

beautiful homemade masks                     

available at $5 each. They have 

been very popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available 

$2 each and mugs at $5 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also 

be available for purchase packs of 

5 for $3 or 10 for $6 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, mint, 

chives, parsley available for $2 

each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants                       

$3 each 

White and Blue Salvia $3                             

and succulents  

There are some books people 

might be interested in if you are 

looking for something during these 

pandemic times as well as                     

children’s books. They are $1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl rec-

ords of Gilbert & Sullivan or operas, 

please speak to Pam about them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 

each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would 

like some jams/marmalades please 

contact Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 6) -                                      

The Good Samaritan -  by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  They 

are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the presence of 

the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                           

                                

  

   The Good Samaritan – Choir Vestry - (Luke 10:30-37) 

The lawyer, wanting to test Jesus, asked him who is my neighbour? Jesus 

tells him the famous parable of the Good Samaritan.  A wounded, beaten 

man has been left for dead by the side of the road. Both a priest and a Levite 

pass him by, but only a Samaritan stops and takes care of him.   

These particularly beautiful lights cannot normally be seen by the congre-

gation: they are in the Choir Vestry. I was struck by the contrast of the vibrant 

colours – the red of the Samaritan’s clothing, the purple donkey, the blue 

hills and blue clothing of the Levite – with the white, corpse-like lack of col-

our of the wounded man.  In Luke’s parable the man who was attacked and 

left for dead is naked. He’s probably unconscious. He doesn’t speak. In the 

window he looks more dead than alive.  

 



15 

a Samaritan!  Outrageous!  Jews 

wouldn’t have put good and Samari-

tan in the same sentence!!  

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho 

was notoriously dangerous.  People 

were often beaten, robbed and killed 

on that 18 kilometres of road.  The           

Levite in the window is reading while 

he walks.  I think he would more                      

likely be teaming up with the priest, 

and warily watching together along 

the road in case they get mugged as 

well.  

If the men were going from Jerusalem 

to Jericho, they should be going down 

the steep hill, not up it! Jerusalem is 

around 760m above sea level.  Jeri-

cho is approximately 250m below sea 

level.  In our windows, all the men are 

going up the hill. You can see a city in 

the background, probably meant to 

be Jerusalem, in the wrong place. 

The Samaritan is rich, has a means of 

transport, and is not bound by temple 

purity laws. So he is actually in a bet-

ter position to help the wounded man 

than the priest or the Levite.  The 

priest and the Levite may not be rich, 

are walking, so they would have to 

stop the Samaritan as he passed to 

use his donkey to transport the man!? 

They would have to talk to a Samari-

tan and maybe bribe him in order to 

help the man. And then they would 

be unclean.  So I have some sympa-

thy for the priest and the Levite!  It 

might have been harder for them 

than it was for the Samaritan! 

But that doesn’t take away from the 

overflowing, abundant generosity 

and compassion of the Samaritan.  

He, too, could have ignored the 

wounded man.  But he doesn’t.  He 

renders first aid to the man, then 

takes him on his own animal to the 

inn and cares for him there at                      

considerable financial cost. 

The Samaritan is dressed like a rich 

man.  He gives the innkeeper two de-

narii and promises to pay more if 

necessary when he returns.  A denar-

ius was pay for one day’s labour. The 

Samaritan is super generous with his 

time and money. In our window the 

Samaritan looks at the beaten man 

with loving concern.  Being a good 

neighbour can be inconvenient, and 

very costly in many ways. But this is 

the kind of love  - abundant, costly - 

Jesus asks us to show in our lives.  

Would we have stopped to help? 

These lights, along with  Faith, Hope 

and Love, were given in memory of 

Lucy Bray who died on 24th May, 

1937. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s     

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971                

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

https://www.thejoshlink.com/

article322.htm 

https://www.thejoshlink.com/article322.htm
https://www.thejoshlink.com/article322.htm
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 7) - by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He has been raised; he is not here. (Mark 16:1-8) – South Wall 

Jesus has died and been entombed. Mary Magdalene saw where the 

body was laid.  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

brought spices to anoint the body.  How will they roll away the stone 

from the entrance?  But when they get there, the large stone has already 

been rolled back. They enter the tomb see a young man in a white robe 

sitting on the right side.  Our young man has magnificent, bright red an-

gel wings!  We see the three women, alarmed.  They seem to be staring 

at the red wings.  No wonder they are alarmed!  You can just see the 

dawn sky in the background.  There are Madonna lilies, usually present 

in portraits of the Virgin Mary. Various Marys are said to visit the tomb, 

but in none of the gospels is Mary the mother of the Lord mentioned, un-

less she was one of the unnamed women in Luke’s gospel who had come 

with him from Galilee. (Luke 23:55) In the young man’s window there are 

white daisies, symbols of innocence and purity. 
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Our young man is pointing upwards – in icons this hand gesture is the 

exordium, or gesture that precedes a very important announcement.  He 

tells the alarmed women to not be afraid – that Jesus who was crucified 

has been raised; he is not here… Go and tell his disciples and Peter that 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 

told you.  So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amaze-

ment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. (Mark 16:6-8) 

I opted for Mark’s account, but maybe it’s Matthew’s (Matthew 28:1-10)?  

In Matthew it’s two women and an angel, rather than three women and a 

young man at the tomb. In Matthew the two women are Mary Magdalene 

and the “other Mary”.  Surely not Mary, the mother of Jesus!  If so she has 

been downgraded here!  Maybe the third woman in our window is a 

servant accompanying the two.  But she’s important enough to make it 

into our window!  I give up. 

The announcement of Jesus’ resurrection is in all four gospels.  In each 

one it is dawn.  The stone has been rolled away from the entrance.  It is 

the women who go there. Mary Magdalene is present in all four gospel 

stories. They see the empty tomb. They are afraid.  A messenger an-

nounces to the women that Jesus is not there; he is risen. It is first told to 

the women alone.  It is they who must give the Good News to the disci-

ples.   

https://www.bing.com/search?

q=white+daisies+christian+symbolism&cvid=01462e66206e4de1a1436

ee4833da9a5&pglt=163&FORM=ANNTA1&DAF0=1&PC=U531 

https://aleteia.org/2016/06/12/what-do-hand-gestures-in-icons-mean/ 

This window is in memory of Harry Bryant, Priest, rector of our church 

1896-1928. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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Advent 

The season of Advent takes its name from 

the Latin word ‘adventus’ (meaning 

‘coming’) in reference to Christ’s coming 

among us as a baby in Bethlehem. While the 

historical origins of the season are sketchy, 

we know that from at least the fifth century, Advent was observed as a six

-week spiritual preparation for the solemnity of Christmas, and it                        

mirrored the penitential character and disciplines of Lent. Hence, to this 

day, violet vestments are used, flowers are absent in church, the Gloria is 

omitted; and fasting is still observed within the Orthodox churches 

throughout Advent. 

Like ‘Laetare/Mothering Sunday’ in the middle of Lent, a break from the 

austerities of Advent traditionally took place halfway through the                         

six-week season on the third Sunday (called ‘Gaudete Sunday’) when                  

restrictions were eased and rose pink vestments were worn to symbolize 

the mingling of Advent’s penitential violet with Christmas’ festive                    

white – which is also why the third candle on the Advent wreath is rose 

pink. 

In 1095, Pope Gregory VII reduced the number of Sundays in Advent to 

four, and the focus on preparing for the anniversary of the Lord’s coming 

at Christmas shifted to preparing for the Lord’s second coming on the 

Last Day.  

The liturgical antiphons, prayers and readings for each of the four                       

Sundays were intended to arouse in the Christian faithful an expectant 

longing for Christ’s return to the same degree that Israel longed for its 

promised Messiah. 

Advent eventually took on its own unique significance, and for centuries 

– unlike today – there were no signs or mention of Christmas prior to 24                 

December. In ‘A Reflection on Advent’, Rowan Williams explains the            

value of resisting the rush towards Christmas and the importance of fully 

entering into the Advent season in this way: 
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‘During Advent, Christians go back 

to that time of waiting as the Bible 

shows it to us. They read again the 

prophecies in the Hebrew Scrip-

tures and the Old Testament. They 

read about how people were long-

ing for an end to slavery, longing to 

be back home in some sense, long-

ing to be at home with God again, 

longing for reconciliation. And all of 

that is expressed in the most power-

ful metaphors, especially in the 

prophecies of Isaiah; metaphors 

about the desert blossoming, meta-

phors about the rain falling, meta-

phors about day dawning after 

there’s been a long, long night. 

So during this four weeks before 

Christmas, that’s what Christians are                          

reflecting on. When Jesus comes        

into the life of the world with                 

something unplanned, overwhelm-

ing, something that makes a                    

colossal difference, we long for it 

and yet we don’t quite know what 

it’s going to involve. But this is a bit 

odd isn’t it, you might say. Surely                  

Jesus has come into the world and 

by now we ought to know what sort 

of difference he’s made. But the 

truth is that we don’t yet know the 

difference Jesus might make. We 

know some of the difference he’s 

made to our lives as                           

individuals, to the life of the                          

Christian community, the Church, to 

the whole world. And yet there’s 

more. We’re still waiting to see what 

might happen if Jesus was allowed 

into our lives that bit more fully; that 

bit more radically.’ 
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PARISH PANTRY CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Each year we give each of our regulars a hamper containing a range of 

Christmas goodies and each year you respond very generously. Listed 

below are the products that we hope to include in this years hampers. 

Each week I will give you an update on what is still required. Please 

stick to this list as we are trying hard to avoid duplication but make sure 

that we have the complete range of foods in each hamper. 

All goods must be at the parish by Sunday 6th December to give us 

enough time to fill in any gaps.                                                                                             

Long life Custard                                                                                                            

Powdered milk                                                                                                                

Jellies                                                                                                                      

Mixed Lollies                                                                                                                

Shortbread biscuits                                                                                                          

Sweet biscuits                                                                                                               

Shapes                                                                                                                       

Candy Canes                                                                                                                  

Tinned fruit                                                                                                                 

Ham  

Piccolo biscuits in a tin                                                                                                    

Fruit juice 

NO MINCE PIES, Christmas Cakes or Christmas Pudding please 

These have already been provided. 

The Pantry will be closing from Tuesday 22nd December until the                           

beginning of February in order to give everyone a rest. However we 

will be sending people home with a hamper containing staples to get 

them through January. 

We will be looking for donations to help us make up these hampers. 
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We would like to include: 

Spam, Corned Beef, Tuna, Pasta, 

Pasta Sauce and Rice, Plumrose 

Frankfurts and meatballs in a tin, 

and “meals for one” in a box. Long 

life milk, powdered milk, tinned 

vegetables, including corn and car-

rots, peas, baked beans, tin spa-

ghetti, tinned corn. Tinned fruit, tin 

beetroot, smooth peanut butter, 

jam, sardines, sweet and savoury 

biscuits, coffee and tea, sugar and 

cooking oil. 

We will also provide people with 

dish washing liquid, sponges,                  

laundry detergent, soap, tooth 

paste and deodorant, shampoo and 

conditioner, and disposable razors 

(not BIC).  So any of these products 

would be gratefully  received. 

PLEASE NO TOOTHBRUSHES or BIC 

Safety Razors 

 Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 or 95.1-7; 

 Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46 

Praxis means essentially doing the Gospel, not simply 

thinking or talking about it. Today’s Gospel contrasts positive 

and negative examples of Christian praxis. Not only are the 

sheep carrying out the Gospel in practice, they are not even aware of it.  

Likewise, the goats are unaware that they are not caring out the Gospel, by not 

caring for the least members of His family. 

Believing and doing cannot in fact be separated in the Christian life. Both are 

essential and interdependent.  Jesus is Lord of all our believing and all our 

doing. 

 May God help us to be doers of the Word not hearers only. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of Christ Church Cathedral, 

Newcastle. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan. 

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry   

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

BSB:          032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  9thNovember - 15th                             

November and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2480                                                               

≈ Parish Pantry: $70                                                        

≈  General Donation: $1300              

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3850 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Great Southern Nights concerts  

Spencer White studio gallery              

located at 6 Bourke street, 

Woolloomooloo is hosting 2              

concerts: 

CONCERT I -                               

Wednesday 25 November :5-8 pm 

“Opera and Art at StudioW. 

Woolloomooloo  

Selections from Opera Repertoire .. 

Laura Scandizzo - Soprano                                                                                                                

Sitiveni Talei - Bass                                                                                                                          

Kent McIntosh- Tenor                                                                                                                    

Bradley Gilchrist - Piano“ 

CONCERT II -                                          

Friday 27/11/2020 5-8pm 

Jazz and Art at StudioW 

Woolloomooloo  

Loretta Palmeiro | Soprano                                                                                                         

Saxophone                                                                                                                               

Mark Isaacs  | Piano                                                                                                                           

'Oceans of Now'  

Join in the 150th Anniversary of                             

St John’s Church  

To mark the 150th anniversary of the 

current St John’s Church on the corner 

of Glebe Point Rd and St Johns Rd in 

Glebe an exhibition is to be held at 

the back of the Church. It will be cu-

rated Robert Hannan and Peter Craw-

shaw who are members of the Glebe 

Society Heritage Subcommittee. 

Rev Mark Wormell of St John’s Church 

is pleased to host this special exhibi-

tion within the Church as part of the 

celebrations for this important histori-

cal milestone. 

The exhibition will explore the work 

of                            colonial architect 

Edmund Blacket and his firm’s build-

ing works for the Parish over a num-

ber of years. Blacket designed an                       

earlier church and rectory (now                                

demolished) as well as other build-

ings nearby in Glebe including his 

own house, Bidura, on Glebe Point Rd. 

Included in the exhibition will be 

rarely seen Blacket plans of all the St 

John’s buildings and photographs 

from over the years. 

The exhibition will be open on: 

• Tuesday 8th December 1pm – 

 4pm 

• Wednesday to Friday 11am – 

 4pm 

 Saturday 12th December 10am – 

4pm 

 Sunday 13th December 1pm – 

4pm 

 

 OUTDOORS…  
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Tributes paid to Lord Sacks, a ‘towering religious leader’ 

- by Ed Thornton  

RABBI Lord Sacks, who has died aged 72, possessed a “rare combination” 

of “profound depth, and equally profound commitment to relating with 

others”, the Archbishop of Canterbury has said. 

Lord Sacks, who was Chief Rabbi from 1991 until 2013, died early on Sat-

urday morning. He had been diagnosed with cancer last month. 

Archbishop Welby said on Saturday evening: “It is with deep sadness that 

I mourn the passing of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks. He devoted so much of 

his life to reflecting on God at the most profound level — and we are all 

the beneficiaries of his wisdom. 

“But at the same time, Rabbi Sacks was always someone who you could 

relate to instantly. He was always thoroughly part of the world, and he rel-

ished that.” 

He continued: “He had a deep commitment to interpersonal relationships 

— and when you met him you couldn’t help but be swept up in his de-

light at living, his sense of humour, his kindness, and his desire to know, 

understand, and value others. 

“It was that rare combination — profound depth, and equally profound 

commitment to relating with others — that made the leadership he of-

fered possible.” 

Archbishop Welby concluded by saying that his prayers were with Rabbi 

Sacks’s family “and with the “whole Jewish community as they come to 

terms with this great loss. May his memory be a lasting blessing.” 

The Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Stephen Cottrell, also paid tribute. 

He wrote on Twitter on Saturday evening: “Please join me in giving 

prayerful thanks for the life of this great human being.” 

 

 READ AND DIGEST…  
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The Council of Christians and Jews described Lord Sacks as “a towering 

religious leader and intellectual”, and spoke of his personal friendships 

with leaders of other faiths. “We give thanks for the life of Rabbi Lord 

Sacks, former President of CCJ; our thoughts are with his family. His 

words: ‘Those who are confident in their faith are not threatened but en-

larged by the different faith of others’ (Dignity of Difference). May his 

memory be a blessing.” 

The RC Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, said: “I 

mourn the death of Jonathan Sacks. I express my sorrow to the worldwide 

Jewish community on the loss of this great figure. I assure them of my 

prayers and condolences. 

“Chief Rabbi Sacks was a most eloquent proponent of some of the great-

est truths of humanity, so often forgotten. I recall with clarity some of his 

forceful and persuasive presentations of the truths expressed in Judaism 

and indeed in the Christian faith, truths which help us to make sense of 

our lives, our communities, and our destinies.” 

Rabbi Sacks delivered a lecture, “The Relationship between the People 

and God”, at the 2008 Lambeth Conference (News, 1 August 2008). Intro-

ducing him to the Conference, the then Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 

Williams, described him as “one of the most distinguished religious and 

political thinkers to be writing in the English language at the moment”. 

After the lecture, Rabbi Sacks made a heartfelt plea for unity within the 

worldwide Anglican Communion. “The Anglican Communion has held 

together quite different strands of Christian theology and practice more 

graciously and successfully than any other religion I know,” he said. “The 

fact that you hold together in spite of difference is something, as an out-

sider, I view with wonder and admiration. 

“And you must hold together for the future; for it’s your ability to hold to-

gether in a world driving apart that is your unique contribution to the 

world with a landscape of division. You are a wonderful Church.” 
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He went on to describe his “unusual” CV for a chief rabbi, which                    

included St Mary’s C of E Primary School and Christ’s College, Finchley, 

in London. “I owe a great debt to the Church of England for what it gave 

me when I was growing up.” 

Since stepping down as Chief Rabbi in 2013, Lord Sacks remained an             

influential religious and political thinker. 

In 2016, he was awarded the Templeton Prize (News, 4 March 2016). 

His most recent book was Morality: Restoring the common good in                     

divided times (Hodder & Stoughton) (Books, 3 July; Comment, 20 March).  

Theresa May speaks out against ban on public worship 

- By Ed Thornton  

THE former Prime Minister, Theresa May, has criticised strongly the sus-

pension of public worship, saying that it will have unintended conse-

quences. 

Speaking in a debate on the new lockdown restrictions in the House of 

Commons on Wednesday — which went on to be overwhelmingly passed 

by MPs, by 516 votes to 38 — Mrs May said: “My concern is that the Gov-

ernment today making it illegal to conduct an act of public worship, for 

the best of intentions, sets a precedent that could be misused for a gov-

ernment of the future for the worst of intentions. 

“And it has unintended consequences. The Covid-secure Remembrance 

service in Worcester Cathedral is now going to be turned into a pre-

recorded online service. Surely those men and women who gave down 

their lives for our freedom deserve better than this?” 

The Leader of the Opposition, Sir Keir Starmer, speaking in the same de-

bate, said that the new restrictions would “have a serious impact on faith 

communities and places of worship. There is real concern across faiths 

about the lack of consultation, and I hope that the Government can ur-

gently address that, including by convening the places-of-worship task-

force.” 
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Opposition to the ban on collective worship during the month-long           

lockdown, which began on Thursday, was expressed by numerous MPs 

during the debate. 

The DUP MP Jim Shannon said: “Every one of us in this House has                         

received numerous emails and telephone calls about the closure of 

church services. I understand that, and I am making a plea to the Prime 

Minister for that to be reviewed. For many people, it is the only outing 

they have in the week, and the only opportunity to have any contact with 

people for prayer and contemplation. In Northern Ireland, churches have 

been able to remain open through the use of masks and hands, face, 

space. Could that be looked at?” 

The Prime Minister replied: “It is an awful thing to restrict people’s ability 

to worship in a communal way. Obviously, as he knows, we are allowing 

private worship, but for many people that will not be enough. The best I 

can say is that, in all reality, if we approve this package of measures             

tonight, we have a very good prospect of allowing everybody to return to 

communal worship in time for Christmas and other celebrations in                   

December.” 

The Second Church Estates Commissioner, Andrew Selous, said that he 

was “concerned about the lack of collective worship, and I think that 

churches are some of the safest places I have been in recent weeks”. 

A former Leader of the Liberal Democrats, Tim Farron, said that the                 

absence of public worship was “potentially hugely damaging to people’s 

mental health and well-being”. 

Sir Graham Brady, who chairs the 1922 Committee of backbench                       

Conservative MPs, asked: “Do the Government have the right to ban acts 

of collective worship? I am glad that at this point the Churches are                 

standing up against this and objecting, because earlier in the year I 

thought they possibly went a little too quietly.” 

The Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, spoke for the Government at the 

end of the debate, and hinted that the ban on public worship would be 

reviewed. “I can tell the House that ministers are talking to faith leaders 
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to do everything we can to reach an accommodation as soon as possi-

ble,” he said. “I understand the impact of this infringement on liberties.” 

The issue of public worship was also raised during Prime Minister’s 

Questions on Wednesday, by the Conservative MP Stuart Anderson. He 

asked whether the Prime Minister agreed that “places of worship should 

open as soon as is practically possible; and will he commend all the 

work that has been done to make these places Covid-secure?” 

Mr Johnson replied: “I’m so, so deeply sorry that these restrictions have 

to be placed right now, but we will work as hard as we can and as fast as 

we can to make sure that we allow them to . . . worship in the way that 

they want from 2 December.” 

In the Commons on Monday, the Conservative MP Sir Edward Leigh had 

asked Mr Johnson to join him for daily mass at Westminster Cathedral, 

where he would “witness the extreme social distancing, the constant 

cleansing after services, and the mask-wearing — all factors taken far 

more seriously there than almost anywhere else”. Sir Edward asked to 

see “the evidence as to why there is any possibility, after all these 

measures, of religious services spreading Covid”. 

“What opens us to the world”: On the unfashionable virtue 

of humility  

- By Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

[Editor’s note: Many of us were both shocked and profoundly saddened 

by the news that Rabbi Jonathan Sacks — a towering theologian, moral 

thinker, global religious leader, and one of the great Jewish intellects of 

his generation — died on Saturday after a brief bout with cancer. He was 

72. Jonathan Sacks was, for over two decades, the Chief Rabbi of the 

United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth. As long-time 

readers of these pages will know, for many years he contributed                   

reflections on the meaning and moral significance of Jewish festivals and 

high holy days, on politics, and on morality — reflections (a selection of 

which can be found below) that are distinguished by their undeniable 

learning, but also by an attentiveness to the beautiful, an uncommon 
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subtlety of thought, and perhaps, above all, an intellectual humility. 

Such humility, for Rabbi Sacks, is the proper disposition of human be-

ings before their Creator, and before the inextinguishable wonder and 

dignity of their fellow creatures made in the Divine image. Humility is 

thus the test of all faith. As Rabbi Sacks put it, powerfully, in his 2002 

book The Dignity of Difference: “Can I recognize God’s image in some-

one who is not in my image, whose language, faith, ideals, are different 

from mine? If I cannot, then I have made God in my image instead of 

allowing him to remake me in his.” To mark, with gratitude, the passing 

of this incomparable man, we republish one of his finest contributions 

to these pages, on virtue of humility. In this way, we hope that his 

memory will continue to be the blessing that his life was.] 

How virtues change. Moses, the greatest hero of Jewish tradition, is de-

scribed by the Bible as “a very humble man, more humble than anyone 

else on the face of the earth.” By today’s standards he was clearly 

wrongly advised. He should have hired an agent, sharpened up his im-

age, let slip some calculated indiscretions about his conversations with 

the Almighty and sold his story to the press for a six-figure sum. With 

any luck, Moses might have landed his own television chat show, dis-

pensing wisdom to those willing to bare their soul to the watching mil-

lions. He would have had his fifteen minutes of fame. Instead, he had to 

settle for the lesser consolation of three thousand years of moral influ-

ence. 

Humility is the orphaned virtue of our age. Charles Dickens dealt it a 

mortal blow in his portrayal of the unctuous Uriah Heep, the man who 

kept saying, “I am the ’umblest person going”. Its demise, however, 

came a century later with the threatening anonymity of mass culture 

alongside the loss of neighbourhoods and congregations. A communi-

ty is a place of friends. Urban society is a landscape of strangers. 

Yet there is an irrepressible human urge for recognition. So a culture 

emerged out of the various ways of “making a statement” to people we 

do not know, but who, we hope, will somehow notice. Beliefs ceased to 
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be things confessed in prayer and became slogans emblazoned on t-

shirts. A comprehensive repertoire developed of signalling individuality 

— from personalised number-plates, to in-your-face dressing, to design-

er labels worn on the outside, not within. You can trace an entire cultural 

transformation in the shift from renown to fame to celebrity to being fa-

mous for being famous. The creed of our age is, “If you’ve got it, flaunt it.” 

Humility, being humble, did not stand a chance. 

This is a shame. Humility — true humility — is one of the most expansive 

and life-enhancing of all virtues. It does not mean undervaluing yourself. 

It means valuing other people. It signals a certain openness to life’s gran-

deur and the willingness to be surprised, uplifted, by goodness wherev-

er one finds it. 

I learned the meaning of humility from my late father. He had come over 

to the UK at the age of five, fleeing persecution in Poland. His family was 

poor and he had to leave school at the age of fourteen to support them. 

What education he had was largely self-taught. Yet he loved excellence, 

in whatever field or form it came. He had a passion for classical music 

and painting, and his taste in literature was impeccable, far better than 

mine. He was an enthusiast. He had — and this was what I so cherished in 

him — the capacity to admire. That, I think, is what the greater part of hu-

mility is, the capacity to be open to something greater than oneself. False 

humility is the pretence that one is small. True humility is the conscious-

ness of standing in the presence of greatness, which is why it is the virtue 

of prophets, those who feel most vividly the nearness of G-d. 

As a young man, full of questions about faith, I travelled to the United 

States where, I had heard, there were outstanding rabbis. I met many, but 

I also had the privilege of meeting the greatest Jewish leader of my gen-

eration, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneer-

son. Heir to the dynastic leadership of a relatively small group of Jewish 

mystics, he had escaped from Europe to New York during the Second 

World War and had turned the tattered remnants of his flock into a world-

wide movement. Wherever I travelled, I heard tales of his extraordinary 

leadership, many verging on the miraculous. He was, I was told, one of 
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the outstanding charismatic leaders 

of our time. I resolved to meet him if 

I could. 

I did, and was utterly surprised. He 

was certainly not charismatic in any 

conventional sense. Quiet, self-

effacing, understated, one might 

hardly have noticed him had it not 

been for the reverence in which he 

was held by his disciples. That 

meeting, though, changed my life. 

He was a world-famous figure. I was 

an anonymous student from three 

thousand miles away. Yet in his pres-

ence I seemed to be the most im-

portant person in the world. He 

asked me about myself; he listened 

carefully; he challenged me to be-

come a leader, something I had nev-

er contemplated before. Quickly it 

became clear to me that he be-

lieved in me more than I believed in 

myself. 

As I left the room, it occurred to me 

that it had been full of my presence 

and his absence. Perhaps that is 

what listening is, considered as a re-

ligious act. I then knew that great-

ness is measured by what we efface 

ourselves towards. There was no 

grandeur in his manner; neither was 

there any false modesty. He was se-

rene, dignified, majestic; a man of 

transcending humility who gathered 

you into his embrace and taught you 

to look up. 

True virtue never needs to adver-

tise itself. That is why I find the ag-

gressive packaging of personality 

so sad. It speaks of loneliness, the 

profound, endemic loneliness of a 

world without relationships of fideli-

ty and trust. It testifies ultimately to 

a loss of faith — a loss of that 

knowledge, so precious to previous 

generations, that beyond the visible 

surfaces of this world is a Presence 

who knows us, loves us, and takes 

notice of our deeds. What else, se-

cure in that knowledge, could we 

need? 

Time and again, when conducting a 

funeral or visiting mourners, I dis-

cover that the deceased had led a 

life of generosity and kindness un-

known to even close relatives. I 

came to the conclusion — one I nev-

er dreamed of before I was given 

this window into private worlds — 

that the vast majority of saintly or 

generous acts are done quietly with 

no desire for public recognition. 

That is humility, and what a glorious 

revelation it is of the human spirit. 

Humility, then, is more than just a 

virtue: it is a form of perception, a 

language in which the “I” is silent so 
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that I can hear the “Thou”—the un-

spoken call beneath human 

speech, the Divine whisper within 

all that moves, the voice of other-

ness that calls me to redeem its 

loneliness with the touch of love. 

Humility is what opens us to the 

world. 

And does it matter that humility no 

longer fits the confines of our age? 

The truth is that moral beauty, like 

music, always moves those who 

can hear beneath the noise. Vir-

tues may be out of fashion, but 

they are never out of date. The 

things that call attention to them-

selves are never interesting for 

long, which is why our attention 

span grows shorter by the year. 

Humility — the polar opposite of 

“advertisements for myself” — 

never fails to leave its afterglow. 

We know when we have been in 

the presence of someone in whom 

the Divine presence breathes. We 

feel affirmed, enlarged, and with 

good reason. For we have met 

someone who, not taking himself 

or herself seriously at all, has 

shown us what it is to take with ut-

most seriousness that which is not 

I. 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks (1948–

2020) was a global religious lead-

er, philosopher, theologian, and 

prolific author. His last book was 

Morality: Restoring the Common 

Good in Divided Times, based on 

his BBC Radio 4 podcast series, 

“Morality in the 21st Century.” 

US Christians should focus 

on mission, not political           

empire-building 

It should work for the good of all 

people, not help to perpetuate di-

visions in society, says K. Augus-

tine Tanner-Ihm 

MORE than 150 million Americans 

voted in last week’s presidential 

election (News, 6 November). This 

was the largest turnout n more 

than 100 years, and the most votes 

for a presidential candidate in 

American history. 

While this is a great day for de-

mocracy, there is also an ever-

growing divide in the United 

States. There have been protests 

because of racial brutality by po-

lice officers, and rioting by angry 

people because of the restrictive 

laws enforced to tackle Covid-19. 

American public life in the run-up 

to the election has been anything 

but normal. 

The example of the faith communi-
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ties has been part of that. Evangelical megachurch (mostly white) com-

munities have invited President Donald Trump to the stage to give him 

prophetic words, give blessings, and to endorse his re-election public-

ly. 

The Evangelical community (for the most part) threw its energy into 

trying to re-elect him for four more years. Many see him as adhering to 

a more conventional and traditional way of life, before secularism and 

humanism were on the rise. His profession of pro-life political views 

and Christian faith have attracted many supporters. His appointment of 

the conservative Roman Catholic Amy Coney Barrett was a seen as evi-

dence of his Christian conservative commitment (Comment, 2 Octo-

ber). 

Celebrity Christian leaders — such as Bill Johnson, of Bethel Church, in 

California (one of the most successful music ministries in the Church), 

Paula White, of Apopka Church, in Orlando (President Trump’s faith ad-

viser), and John MacArthur, of Grace Community Church — have been 

vocal supporters. 

Many have even regarded the true salvation of the Christian as resting 

on the decision to vote for him. Mr MacArthur stated in a recent inter-

view: “True Christians vote Trump.” He went on to say that a Christian 

would never be able to vote for a Democrat because of the party’s 

views on abortion and LGBTQIA issues, and he cited Romans 1 as the 

scriptural evidence for this statement. 

WHICH side should a Christian be on — or, at least, which is the 

“biblical” option for the Christian to vote for? 

Christians cannot be apolitical. This is not an option. To be silent and 

“just preach the gospel” is not what discipleship demands. Christians 

who choose not to engage in the world vote for the status quo, in any 

case; and our faith does not give us that option. 

American churches in the 19th century which did not speak out against 

slavery, because they wished to stay neutral were, nevertheless, making 

a political statement in support of slavery. To not be political is to be 
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political. The Christian story is about the renewal of God’s creation for 

the glory of God; and God has set his people on earth to bring renewal 

to the earth and to form a more just and holier society. To ignore that is 

to ignore your first call as a disciple of Jesus. In the Hebrew Scriptures, 

there are biblical leaders who hold positions of influence in pagan              

governments, such as Joseph and Daniel. 

But the Christian cannot identify Christ’s Church with one political                           

party. Doing so would mean that, to become a Christian, you would also 

need to obtain membership of a political group; and this is incompati-

ble with Christian soteriology. 

Christians should not be just a voting group aiming for ultimate power 

in government. Choosing a political party or candidate to support is not 

about merely following a biblical command, but, rather, seeking               

Christianly wisdom drawn from a life of discipleship with Christ, in 

community with the saints. 

The Bible includes the commandment to love your neighbour. For the 

Christian, this has to be applied to the economic and social realities of 

the day. Christians should, therefore, respond to the fact that 500                         

children are being separated from their families; and defending the 

poor and lifting up the rights of the oppressed means being outraged 

by the killing of unarmed black men and women. These are moral im-

peratives for those who belong to the beloved community. 

But biblical principles do not align with the manifestos of political             

parties. Some issues look extremely left-wing, while others may be                 

oppressively conservative. The alignment will never truly fit. 

AMERICAN Christians’ witness to Christ has been overridden by                           

loyalties to a political party or a political system. Being party-political is 

not an option for the Church as a whole, but it is a privilege that God 

has given individual Christians a voice, and the ability to write, protest, 

and to make lasting changes to society. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for The Church of 

Bermuda (Extra-Provincial to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury), for its 

Bishop, The Rt Revd Nicholas Dill and 

for all his clergy and people.  

Pray for Fr James and Helen,  and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, 

for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey. 

May God bless them and their ministries 

and may we support them as they work 

among us in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember 

especially today all those who are 

finding it hard in finding the right path 

for their lives. We pray the Lord to give 

them strength during this challenging 

time and guide them to seek the path He 

sees right for them. 

Pray for : Alf; Joyce Bannister; Anne B.; 

Kyle Budd; John Burns; Rosemary B.; 

June Cameron; Eddy; Simeon Felt; Anna 

Felt; Margaret Gilmour; Graeme; 

Margaret Hayes; Mark Hughes; Janelle; 

John; Enid Kell; Jessie Langenegger; 

Lily; Margaret; Kay McKinnon; Adrian 

McWilliams ; David Morgan; Clive 

Norton; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark 

Palmer; Sophie Palmer; Michelle Phillip; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David 

Raines; Diane Smith; Margaret 

Stephenson; Jean Storey; David 

Thompson; Geoff Voller; Dora Whitway; 

Bob Woods 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially, John Layton Hodgetts that 

God may grant him a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Robert Leslie Cowen; 

David Brent Howard; Fr John Holle; 

Muriel Schoer; David Gordon Way; 

Edwards Douglas Stewart; Bessie 

Thompson and for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 23rd November - Clement of Rome, Bishop and martyr (d.c.100) 

 Wednesday 25th November - James Noble, pioneer Aboriginal deacon  

         (d.1941) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                            Lay Minister  Ms Rosemary King 

                  Director of MusicMr  David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                People’s Wardens          Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                     Office Secretary  Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

