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   Sunday, 29 November 2020         

Welcome to worship 

ADVENT I 

8.00am     Parish Eucharist 

9.30am    Procession and Choral Eucharist      

    

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the Apostle 

who was one of the early Church’s  

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at Corinth, 

Paul tells how he handed on the tradition 

of the Last Supper to them and it is this 

sacred meal that we share which makes 

us one with Jesus and with the Church, 

both living and departed, today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself 

to our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, 

over a cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the 

hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Isaiah 64.1-9                            The First Reading         Isaiah 40.1-11                                    

Ps 80.1-7,17-19                        The Psalm                 Ps 85.1-2,8-13                                                  

1 Corinthians 1.1-9               The Epistle                   2 Peter 3.8-15a                  

Mark 13.24-37                      The Gospel             Mark 1.1-8  
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Sunday Services 

My Dear Friends, 

I hope that you are all well. 

As of the 23rd of October, the limit on the number of people allowed to                          

attend places of worship and religious gatherings will be 300 people 

whilst still observing the one person per four square metre rule. St Paul’s 

is able to seat 130 people on this basis. St Paul’s has registered with the 

NSW Government as a COVID-Safe business.  

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-

rules 

Congregational singing is not permitted for the time being but the words 

will be included in the Order of Service so that Parishioners can hum the 

words. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been                  

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all who 

attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don’t want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person’s health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has  been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to.                                        

News from around St Paul’s 
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4.Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.                                 

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols will be                       

observed. Those attending our morning tea need to be seated  and not 

mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all  government directives and legal                 

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives 

then we will review matters  at that point in time. 

We will make plans for Advent and Christmas closer to the time when 

we know what we are dealing with in terms of permitted numbers and 

space required. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                             

James 

Community Choir Resumed  

Community Choir has now resumed on Tuesdays at 5.30pm in the Small 

Hall. New members welcome. 

Polishing brass and Communion vessels, dusting, and 

cleaning 

We will have a busy bee at the Church on Saturday the 19th of                      

December at 9.30 a.m. 

Please come along and help to make St. Paul’s look beautiful for             

Christmas.  

Please bring some rags and silvo and brasso.  Thank you. 



8 

FAITH IN ACTION AT ST PAUL’S  

David Priest has been busy again. He has created a framework for our 

Advent wreath that will enable the foliage  to stay fresh throughout the 

Advent season. Thank you David. 

Judith Laurence has prepared our Advent Wreath for the Advent Liturgy 

over the next four weeks. Thank you Judith. 

 Last  Week Joy Brandy and Judith arranged the beautiful flowers in the 

church for the celebration of Christ the King.   

 Thank you to Graham Norman who provided  the two St Damiano                     

crucifixes that were used in worship last Sunday. They were located in  

the south transept. 

The Church gardens are looking a picture. Last Saturday morning Bill 

Whittle, Judith Laurence, Piers Connolly, Nadia, Fatima and Peter Cody 

worked very hard in preparing them for the arrival of Christmas. 

Every week Maryanne Duggan gives the Pantry two large boxes of                 

bananas and every week John. Faithfully delivers them. Than k you                     

Maryanne and John. 

Last week Mauri Foods delivered 3 enormous boxes of food. This will 

form the beginning of our Christmas hampers. Our thanks to all the 

workers at Mauri Foods who contributed to this wonderful donation. 

The Pantry is getting busier and busier every week. Thank you to Kerin 

and to everyone who works so hard to keep everything running                     

smoothly. 

New Offertory Envelopes are NOW available  

The new series of Offertory  Envelopes are now               

available from the back of the church. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to give  

regularly to the work of our Church – it is also an act of  worship as we             

offer it in the Plate each week where it if “offered” at the Altar,                      

together with the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  
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Mosaic Workshops 

The mosaic project is part of the 150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by Susanna Mills for the tower porch.                        

The design has been finalized and we are now creating.  

DAYS:  Every Thursday and Friday until the mosaic floor is completed 

and installation ready.   

TIMES: Workshops to run from 11am to 2pm  

PLACE: Large hall 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in being involved in this project 

please contact Pam on 9747 3619/0402547892 or email                                               

pambrock@hotmail.com.  

No Wednesday mid-week Communion                     

between Christmas and February 

There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas 

and throughout the month of January.                                                                                         

Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 30th of December 

2020 and will resume on Wednesday 3rd of February 2021. 

 

 

Prayer for Faith, Hope, and Love 

Almighty Lord God, give us true faith, and make that faith grow in us day by 

day. Also give us hope and love, so that we may serve our neighbors                    

according to your will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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Thank You from                  

the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the                  

Trading Table by buying or                        

donating fresh goods for sale. It has 

been encouraging with the results 

making $205 last Sunday. This is the 

most we’ve done! Please keep 

checking what we have each week. 

Tubes of hand sanitizer are still 

available at a special price of $3  

We have new unisex and children’s 

socks $5. 

There is a good selection of                      

marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville 

orange, Grapefruit, Blood Orange, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, 

Mandarin, Cumquat Moroccan 

Style, Cumquat, some with whisky), 

Butters (Lemon, Lime, combination 

of both and with passion fruit, 

grapefruit, citrus) strawberry,    

strawberry & apple, raspberry, 

raspberry & apple,  rhubarb,                      

apricot and passionfruit, Choko & 

Ginger, pear & Apple jams, Quince 

jelly, Crab Apple jelly, not to                  

mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type of 

jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it 

for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of                                   

beautiful homemade masks                       

 

available at $5 each. They have 

been very popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available 

$2 each and mugs at $5 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also 

be available for purchase packs of 5 

for $3 or 10 for $6 

Varying sizes of Christmas gift bags 

available for sale 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, mint, 

chives, parsley available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each 

White and Blue Salvia $3 and                       

succulents plus more 

There are some books people 

might be interested in if you are 

looking for something during these 

pandemic times as well as chil-

dren’s books. They are $1 each. 

Is anyone interested in vinyl records 

of Gilbert & Sullivan or operas, 

please speak to Pam about them. 

Check out the DVD’s available $1 

each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would 

like some jams/marmalades please 

contact Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 8) - by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Luke 2: 22-38) 

These windows depict a mixture of events.  Mary and Joseph bring the 

infant Jesus to the temple. Joseph is absent from our windows.  In Jewish 

law, women were to be ‘purified’ after childbirth: at least seven days             

after the birth of a boy, and at least fourteen days after the birth of a girl. 

(Lev 12:1-8) Boys were to be circumcised on day eight after birth.  So 

probably because Luke the gospel writer wasn’t a Jew, he got things a 

bit muddled.  Later Christian churches would observe a period after 

childbirth before the mother could return to church, then the mother 

would be ‘churched’.  This custom has now disappeared. But the idea of 

formally giving thanks and welcoming the safely returned mother                

child is a fine one.  The Jewish purity ritual                                                    
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 is not meant to imply sinfulness, degradation or inferiority. On the con-

trary, it emphasizes, in particular, the great level of holiness inherent in 

woman's G dly power to create and nurture a new life within her body, 

and the great holiness of a husband and wife's union, in general.  

In the right window, Simeon holds the infant Jesus on his left arm and 

blesses him with his right hand.  Simeon stands reading the Torah.  The 

infant Jesus raises his right hand in blessing towards his mother, even 

though he is not looking at her.   

Simeon was waiting to see the Messiah before he dies. And now he 

sees him. And we are indebted to him for that most beautiful of hymns, 

the Nunc Dimitis, most beloved of traditional Anglican choirs like ours. 

 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy 

 word. 

 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared 

 before the face of all people. 

 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to the glory of thy people       

 Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and every shall be, world             

 without  end. Amen. 

In the left window, Mary mother of the Lord kneels before her son.  

Note the Madonna lilies beside her.  Behind her stands the prophet 

Anna.  Legend has it that Mary’s mother’s name was Anne.   Is this story 

where it sprang from? 

She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and                    

prayer night and day.  At that moment, she came, and began to praise 

God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the                               

redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:37-38) 
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The right window is in memory of Charles Miller who died at Pozieres 

on July 26th 1916, aged 20.  Lord now lettest thou Thy servant depart 

in peace… 

This date probably places Charles Miller in the second Division.  My 

husband’s grandfather Sydney Richardson in that second division was 

wounded in Pozieres and was shipped out almost straight away.  He  

survived and made it back to Australia.  He and Charles could well 

have known each other.  

The left window is in memory of Compton South Miller, who died in 

1920.  Was he Charles’ father? 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/510244/jewish/

Ritual-purity-after-birth-of-males-and-females.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Pantry Group Photo  
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PARISH PANTRY CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Each year we give each of our regulars a hamper containing a range of 

Christmas goodies and each year you respond very generously. Listed 

below are the products that we hope to include in this years hampers. 

Each week I will give you an update on what is still required. Please stick 

to this list as we are trying hard to avoid duplication but make sure that 

we have the complete range of foods in each hamper. 

All goods must be at the parish by Sunday 6th December to give us 

enough time to fill in any gaps.                                                                                                

Long life Custard                                                                                                            

Powdered milk                                                                                                                

Jellies                                                                                                                      

Mixed Lollies                                                                                                                

Shortbread biscuits                                                                                                          

Sweet biscuits                                                                                                               

Shapes                                                                                                                       

Candy Canes                                                                                                                  

Tinned fruit                                                                                                                 

Ham  

Piccolo biscuits in a tin                                                                                                    

Fruit juice 

NO MINCE PIES, Christmas Cakes or Christmas Pudding please 

These have already been provided. 

The Pantry will be closing from Tuesday 22nd December until the                           

beginning of February in order to give everyone a rest. However we will 

be sending people home with a hamper containing staples to get them 

through January. 

We will be looking for donations to help us make up these hampers. 
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We would like to include: 

Spam, Corned Beef, Tuna, Pasta, 

Pasta Sauce and Rice, Plumrose 

Frankfurts and meatballs in a tin, 

and “meals for one” in a box. Long 

life milk, powdered milk, tinned 

vegetables, including corn and         

carrots, peas, baked beans, tin            

spaghetti, tinned corn. Tinned fruit, 

tin beetroot, smooth peanut butter, 

jam, sardines, sweet and savoury 

biscuits, coffee and tea, sugar and 

cooking oil. 

We will also provide people with 

dish washing liquid, sponges,                  

laundry detergent, soap, tooth 

paste and deodorant, shampoo and 

conditioner, and disposable razors 

(not BIC).  So any of these products 

would be gratefully  received. 

PLEASE NO TOOTHBRUSHES                  

Or  BIC Safety Razors 

A new ecclesiastical year begins for the Western Church 

today. 

 Isaiah 64.1-9; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19;                                                             

 1 Corinthians 1.1-9; Mark 13.24-37  

It seems that the Roman Emperor Vespasian needed a striking victory to 

establish his rule, and so what had begun as the quelling of a revolt in 

Palestine, became an utter destruction.  

If you are taken to the base of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem today, you will 

see huge stones from the second temple, some as large as houses, tossed 

from the top of the Mount. It would have taken enormous effort, even as it 

would today, to accomplish this. 

Advent calls us again to consider the coming of Christ and Mark chapter 13 

plunges us into his vision of the future. It reminds us that most of what we 

regard as permanent in our own lives is in fact temporary. Ultimately what we 

can rely on is Christ. Come Lord Jesus! 

 We pray that we may live each day in the light of his coming. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan. 

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn ©  

  Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                        

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

BSB:          032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  16thNovember - 22nd                           

November and other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2505                                                               

≈ Parish Pantry: $135                                                     

≈ Building Fund: $10                                              

≈ Trading Table: $25 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $2675 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Join in the 150th Anniversary of St John’s Church  

To mark the 150th anniversary of the current St John’s Church on the corner of 

Glebe Point Rd and St Johns Rd in Glebe an exhibition is to be held at the 

back of the Church. It will be curated Robert Hannan and Peter Crawshaw 

who are members of the Glebe Society Heritage Subcommittee. 

Rev Mark Wormell of St John’s Church is pleased to host this special                          

exhibition within the Church as part of the celebrations for this important  

historical milestone. 

The exhibition will explore the work of colonial architect Edmund Blacket 

and his firm’s building works for the Parish over a number of years. Blacket 

designed an earlier church and rectory (now demolished) as well as other 

buildings nearby in Glebe including his own house, Bidura, on Glebe Point 

Rd. 

Included in the exhibition will be rarely seen Blacket plans of all the St John’s 

buildings and photographs from over the years. 

The exhibition will be open on: 

• Tuesday 8th December 1pm –  4pm 

• Wednesday to Friday 11am –  4pm 

 Saturday 12th December 10am – 4pm 

 Sunday 13th December 1pm – 4pm 

 

 OUTDOORS…  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK ... 

It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of  goodness 

and thus to open doors of hope. At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He 

find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving the                 

others with God's own love and  concern.  

- Pope Benedict XVI  
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Obituary: The Rt Revd Richard Lewis 
The Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich writes: 

THE Rt Revd Richard Lewis, Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich from 

1997 to 2007, is fondly remembered as a popular, pastoral bishop who 

dedicated much of his ministry to championing rural communities. 

Born in 1943, he was educated at Radley College, before reading          

theology at King’s College, London. He was ordained in the diocese of 

Newcastle in 1967, serving as curate of Hexham, and, from 1970, served 

in industrial chaplaincy. To some, it comes as something of a surprise 

that he served seven years as an industrial chaplain in the north-east. 

He became much better known for his passion for supporting rural             

culture, and would spend the rest of his ministry serving in dioceses 

more “rural” in character. 

In 1982, he was appointed to an agricultural chaplaincy post in the          

diocese of Hereford. It is said of Bishop Richard that his approach to           

ministry could be framed by the title of a report he co-authored during 

this time in his ministry, The People, the Land and the Church. He be-

came Archdeacon of Ludlow in 1987, before his appointment in 1992 to 

the suffragan see of Taunton in the diocese of Bath & Wells. 

In 1997, Bishop Richard was translated to St Edmundsbury & Ipswich, 

the diocese covering the countryside of Suffolk, where he was very 

much at home with the county’s agricultural communities. He was at 

ease talking to farmers about crops or livestock, and he desired to be 

alongside those beyond the institution of the Church as they searched 

for faith and meaning. 

His maiden speech in the House of Lords was, most appropriately, made 

within the context of a debate on food and nutrition. Highlighting the           

experience of foot-and-mouth disease and swine flu on the farming   

community, he took the opportunity to draw attention to the relationship 

 READ AND DIGEST…  
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between food-production policy 

and rural culture and community. 

When swine fever and foot-and-

mouth struck the county, Lewis                 

attended many farmers’ meetings 

to hear their pain and stand with 

them. Still today, farmers remem-

ber his support in a time of crisis. 

He felt passionately that the 

Church should not retreat from the 

public square, and devoted time 

and energy into building links with 

local government and voluntary 

organisations across Suffolk. The 

perfect opportunity to combine his 

interest came when he was           

appointed President of the Suffolk 

Agricultural Association. 

It was during his time as Bishop 

that the bodies of five murdered          

women were discovered in the Ips-

wich area. Lewis played an im-

portant part in helping the people 

of Ipswich through such a traumat-

ic experience. Ipswich Town                

FC approached him to say prayers 

for the town before a match with 

Leeds United. There was absolute 

silence as he prayed, broken only 

by a round of applause from the 

fans. 

Bishop Richard took enormous 

pride at the completion of the                     

millennium tower project at St         

Edmundsbury Cathedral. He was 

an enthusiastic and early support-

er of this vast undertaking, which 

now stands as one of the most 

iconic buildings in Suffolk. 

Clergy under his episcopal care 

became used to a phone call, 

email, or card in response to pray-

er requests, and many gained help 

from his pastoral support during a 

crisis. The early years of his        

ministry in Suffolk were overshad-

owed by the death of his son Pete, 

but this, too, became a point of 

identity with many grieving           

parents who also experienced      

bereavement. 

He championed a more open,          

inclusive ,and tolerant Church          

regardless of gender or sexuality. 

This led him to appoint many   

women to parochial posts and        

support the move towards women 

in the episcopate, besides taking a 

more liberal and inclusive                    

approach on human sexuality. 

Bishop Richard died on Saturday 

19 September, aged 77. He is sur-

vived by his wife, Sara, whom he 

married in 1968, together with 

Nick and Mike, two of their three 

sons. 
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Obituary: Rabbi Lord Sacks 
The Rt Revd Lord Harries of Pentregarth writes: 

JONATHAN SACKS, who was Chief Rabbi from 1991 to 2013, died, 

aged 72, on Saturday, at the height of his powers and with so much 

still to contribute. 

He was prodigiously talented in two areas that only rarely come                   

together. He had a trained and sharply honed philosophical mind, 

and he combined this with superb powers of storytelling and                

popular communication. He gained a first in philosophy at                    

Cambridge and undertook a doctorate under Bernard Williams, who 

much respected his intellect. 

It is a wonderful piece of divine irony that, at a time when religion was 

under attack from “the new atheists”, two of the most outstanding 

public intellectuals should be the Chief Rabbi and Rowan Williams, 

the Archbishop of Canterbury. The intelligence, wide reading, and 

ability to write arrestingly for a non-technical audience resulted in 

nearly 30 well-received books by Sacks, many on the fundamental                

issues of our time. After he was made a cross-bench life peer in 2009, 

he was always listened to in the Lords with attention and respect. He 

had numerous academic appointments and received many honours, 

including the Templeton Prize. 

He mostly avoided getting into theological issues, and concentrated 

on fundamental values and how we can hold together as a human 

community, whatever our differences. His regular appearances 

on Thought for the Day and his articles in The Times ensured that this 

message came across widely, not just to those who read books.  

Avoiding politics and focusing on ethical issues, it could be said, he 

was The Times’s favourite Anglican bishop, because he emphasised 

what it would like to hear from Anglican bishops but usually didn’t. 

He had a wide range of friendships across religious and political            

divides, brought about chiefly by his own personal warmth and        
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graciousness. This friendship found expression in small dinner par-

ties that he and his wife, Elaine, gave at his official residence in Mai-

da Vale, to which leading Jewish figures would be invited together 

with those not of his own community. 

There was a particular bond with George Carey, because of their 

shared support for Arsenal. On one occasion, they watched Arsenal 

lose to Manchester United 6-2, their worst defeat for 63 years. A         

paper commented that if their combined forces could not help, then 

it just proved that God did not exist. Jonathan replied: “To the             

contrary, what it proves is that God exists. It’s just that He supports 

Manchester United.” 

In contrast with the very high reputation that Jonathan Sacks enjoyed 

with the wider public and people of all faiths, the relationship with 

the Jewish community as a whole was not always an easy one.          

Pressure came from two opposite poles. One was from the more                

conservative section of the community, always sensitive to any        

deviation from their understanding of the faith. Indeed, there was     

unease in some quarters from the beginning because he had not 

had a full Jewish education of study at a Yeshiva for many years; so he 

was sent off to one in Jerusalem for a year before he took up his          

position. 

The other pressure was from the Reform and Liberal traditions of              

Judaism, who do not come under his jurisdiction as the Chief Rabbi 

of the United Hebrew Congregations of Great Britain and the                  

Commonwealth, the formal title of the post. Orthodox Judaism does 

not recognise Reformed and Liberal Judaism as authentically                

Jewish, as is the situation in law in Israel. So the Rabbis of those                   

traditions are not regarded as rabbis. This gave rise to hurt, not least 

among women rabbis. 

This tension came to a head with the funeral of Hugo Gryn, an                       

Auschwitz survivor and brilliant panellist on The Moral Maze, who 

was no less funny and loved than Lionel Blue. Jonathan Sacks did not 
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attend his funeral service, and a leaked letter in Hebrew described him 

as “among those who destroy the faith”. This gave offence, though some 

kind of rapprochement was achieved later by a memorial meeting in a 

more neutral environment at which Jonathan spoke, which in turn gave 

offence to the ultra-Orthodox. In 2013, Hugo Gryn’s widow, Jackie, wrote: 

“From the beginning, relations were cordial and sympathetic and have 

remained so. There has never been any personal grievance between us 

concerning his non-attendance at the funeral.” 

The other dark period came when some Haredi rabbis, who are strong in 

north London, Gateshead, and Manchester, and who do not accept the 

Chief Rabbi’s authority, criticised a sentence in one of his books in which 

he suggested that God made himself known also to those outside           

Judaism. This contradicted their view that, while God made his moral 

standards known to everyone, the so-called Noachic covenant, God was 

revealed only in the Torah. As a result of this criticism, copies of the book 

were destroyed and then reprinted with the offending sentence changed 

but so as not to contradict the earlier text, i.e. God can be known             

outside Judaism. 

A happier episode occurred in his post as President of the Council of 

Christians and Jews (CCJ). For most of its history, the Chief Rabbi was the 

only Jewish president, while Christian presidents included the leaders of 

all the main Christian denominations. As a result of persistent, polite, but 

determined pressure from the liberal rabbi John Rayner, Jonathan even-

tually conceded the point, and CCJ presidents now include all the Jewish 

traditions. During his time, there was some pressure to turn CCJ into an 

Abrahamic forum, but this was resisted strongly by both him and George 

Carey. They believed, rightly, that there was both a unique bond and a 

historic tension between the two faiths which needed to be addressed 

afresh in every generation. 

His relationships with all other faiths were also excellent. The                     

foundation for this was laid by his having been educated first at                          

St Mary’s Primary School and Christ’s College, Finchley, at both of which 

he felt that his Jewishness was fully respected. This led him to be a    
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champion of diversity, which he                  

believed to be part of the Divine 

Will. An emphasis on the particular 

unique contribution of Judaism,                   

together with a recognition of a 

universal wisdom, was a special 

theme of his in later years. 

Jonathan was an unwavering sup-

porter of the State of Israel, a view 

that he thought was integral to Ju-

daism; in 2002, however, he 

told The Guardian: “I regard the 

current situation as nothing less 

than tragic. It is forcing Israel into 

postures that are incompatible in 

the long run with our deepest ide-

als.” Jonathan Freedland noted 

that “he admitted that in 1967 he 

was ‘convinced that Israel had to 

give back all the [newly gained] 

land for the sake of peace’ — and 

he does not renounce that view 

now.” 

On the age-old problem how we 

can reconcile so much suffering in 

the world with a good Creator, Jon-

athan argued that there was no              

theoretical answer to this question. 

We have to live with the fact that 

there is “a  cognitive dissonance 

between the world as it is and the 

world as it ought to be. The only 

way of resolving this dissonance is 

a deed.” Through his words, he 

contributed many deeds towards 

that world as it ought to be. We 

were blessed indeed to have a 

man of his stature and wisdom in 

our time. 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

to take three-month           

sabbatical in 2021                 

- by HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury is 

to take a three-month sabbatical 

next year to conduct “further study 

on reconciliation” in Cambridge 

and the United States, Lambeth 

Palace has announced. 

Archbishop Welby had been due 

to take a sabbatical after the 2020 

Lambeth Conference, The Sunday 

Telegraph reports, but it has been 

postponed until 2022 owing to the 

pandemic (News, 23 October). 

He will be away from May until 

early August, during which time,                

Lambeth said in a statement on 

Monday, “he will be in direct touch 

with colleagues, and the Archbish-

op of York and the Bishop of Lon-

don will take on some duties”. 

Archbishop Welby will return to 

work in early September, after    

taking some holiday in August, 
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Lambeth Palace said. 

The statement continues: “All clergy are entitled to apply for a                  

sabbatical every seven to ten years. The principle taken directly from 

the Bible. The Archbishop last took study leave in 2005.” 

Archbishop Welby wrote on Twitter on Sunday: “The Bible has lots to 

say about work and rest. I’ll be taking a sabbatical and study leave 

from May to early August next year. All CofE clergy can (and should!) 

apply for this every 7-10 years. It reminds us no minister is                              

indispensable to the work of God.” 

His predecessor Lord Williams took a three-month sabbatical in 2007, 

during which he wrote a book, Dostoevsky: Language, faith and fiction 

(News, 5 April 2007; Books, 3 October 2008). Lord Carey took two 

months off in 1997. 

 

The writing is on the wall for fragile rural churches 

The pandemic has exacerbated the crisis, and action is needed                         

urgently, say Andrew Village and Leslie Francis 

WHEN we were designing the Coronavirus, Church and You survey, in 

collaboration with the Church Times, we had in mind Anne Lawson’s 

thesis of “fragile churches”, which was framed in a series of three pa

pers published in Rural Theology. 

Anne identified the five marks of fragile rural churches, each of which 

was presented as a serious source of anxiety and stress for rural                        

clergy: 

• Financial pressure and anxiety about dwindling financial re

 sources — some churches were about to run out of money; 

 inability to replace churchwardens and other officers and                     

volunteers, or the fear of being unable to do so — some churches 

were running out of lay leaders; 
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• lack of critical mass of                  

 children and volunteers to 

 work with young people — 

 some churches saw the need 

 to plan for the next generation, 

 but lacked the wherewithal; 

• lack of time to do new things 

 and the relentless round of 

 keeping the show on the road 

 — some clergy were left to do 

 more than was within their 

 grasp; and 

• tiny congregations consisting 

 of single figures with a rising 

 age profile of 75-plus — some 

 rural churches were simply 

 running out of people. 

WE SUSPECTED that the national 

lockdown and the lock-up of 

churches could only exacerbate 

the developing problem. So, we in-

cluded two key items to test the 

fragile-church hypothesis in the 

series of items designed to assess 

perceptions of the impact of Covid

-19 on church life: “Our church 

building will not be financially via-

ble”; and “Key lay people will step 

down and be difficult to replace.” 

Responses to our survey included 

745 Church of England clergy who 

identified as being engaged in full

-time parochial ministry: 265            

located in rural parishes, 211 in 

town parishes, 182 in suburban 

parishes, and 87 in inner-city         

parishes. 

This is what we learned from their 

replies. Asked whether the impact 

of Covid-19 would mean that their 

church buildings would not be fi-

nancially viable, 34 per cent of 

clergy in rural parishes said that it 

would (compared with 20 per cent 

in parishes in towns, 18 per cent in 

suburban parishes, and 24 per 

cent in inner-city parishes). Asked 

whether key lay people would step 

down and be difficult to replace, 29 

per cent of clergy in rural parishes 

answered yes (compared with 24 

per cent in parishes in towns, 23 

per cent in suburban parishes, and 

20 per cent in inner-city parishes). 

So, the writing is on the wall. These 

statistics show that the                          

fragile-church hypothesis is well 

established in the countryside, but 

also experienced more widely by 

one in five clergy across the 

Church of England. 

Too many parish churches are run-

ning out of money, running out of 

people, and now running out of 

time. Covid-19 has hastened the 
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urgency with which the problem needs to be addressed. Perhaps now 

is the time to engineer a second Reformation in England’s green and 

pleasant land. 

BUT, before the management model steps in to close these fragile 

churches, it is sensible to pause to reflect on how these churches may 

continue to speak to a new generation, and whether there is something 

fundamentally different between how churches work in society and 

how sects work in society. 

At the last Reformation, the great abbeys were destroyed, and, today, 

children can gaze on those ancient ruins and ask questions about the 

world-view that such ruins recall. But, at the last Reformation, parish 

churches remained and, during the past 500 years, have nurtured a               

variety of responses. At times, these parish churches have thrived, and 

at times they have struggled. Throughout that period, sects have 

sprung up alongside the churches. They, too, faced good and bad 

times, but their fragility is witnessed by the closed chapels in so many 

rural communities 

The new post Covid-19 Reformation may well decide that the time has 

come to abandon the parish churches and to find a sectarian future. 

This should offer a good short-term solution. What is so unfortunate, 

however, is that the lessons of history remind us that the Church at 

large survives largely because parish churches endlessly reinvent 

themselves as they resist pressures that would see them vanish with the 

morning mist. 

The Revd Andrew Village is Professor of Practical and Empirical              

Theology, and Canon Leslie J. Francis is Visiting Professor of Theology 

and Religious Studies, both at York St John University. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray for The Church of 

Bermuda (Extra-Provincial to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury), for its 

Bishop, The Rt Revd Nicholas Dill and 

for all his clergy and people.  

Pray for Fr James and Helen,  and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, 

for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey. 

May God bless them and their ministries 

and may we support them as they work 

among us in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

 build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen.  

 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

all those who are ill or in pain. May the 

Lord God ease their pain and bless 

those who care for them. 

Pray for : John Burns; June Cameron; 

Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell; David 

Morgan; ; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark 

Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Joanne 

Roberts; Bob Woods 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.   

Pray, too, for, Alan Sample; Cecil 

Stephens; Desmond Jackson;                          

Doug Moran; Dorothy McKenzie; Elsie 

May Miller; Lynne Maddock; and for any 

others whose year’s mind falls around 

this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 30th November - Andrew, Apostle & Martyr 

 Wednesday 2nd December - Frances perry, Founder of the Royal Women’s 

        Hospital, Melbourne (d.1892) 

 Thursday 3rd December - Francis Xavier, Priest and missionary (d.1552) 

 Friday 4th December - Nicholas Ferrar, deacon, man of prayer (d.1637) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

