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Welcome to worship 

Gaudate Sunday - ADVENT III 

8.00am     Parish Eucharist 

9.30am    Parish Choral Eucharist - Mass Setting :Collegium Regale                         

           By Hebert Howells 

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the Apostle 

who was one of the early Church’s  

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at Corinth, 

Paul tells how he handed on the tradition 

of the Last Supper to them and it is this 

sacred meal that we share which makes 

us one with Jesus and with the Church, 

both living and departed, today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself 

to our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, 

over a cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the 

hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11                   The First Reading       2 Samuel 7.1-11,16                            

Ps 126                                     The Psalm               Ps 89.1-4,19-27                                              

1 Thessalonians 5.12-28      The Epistle                 Romans 16.25-27                           

John 1.6-8,19-28                  The Gospel               Luke 1.26-38 
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Advent/Christmas Services 

As of Monday 7th of December 2020 we can have 1 person per 2 sqm   

attending a service (this would permit 260 people to attend a service in 

St Paul's). Singing is now permitted in services. Advice is to wear a 

mask if you want to sing. 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/major-rolling-back-of-covid-19-

restrictions-nsw 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical 

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be         

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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observed. Parishioners must be seated after being served with their 

morning tea and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

The mid-week Eucharist has resumed on Wednesdays at 10.30 a.m. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing: 

Advent 3     13 December 

Advent 4      20 December 

Carol Service  20 December 

Christmas Eve Choral                   

Eucharist  24 December at 

9.30pm  

Christmas Day Choral             

Eucharist. 25 December at 

9.00am 

I hold each of you in my       

prayers every day and I look 

forward to seeing you again 

soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace, 

James. 

 

 

 

The flowers in the church today are in 

loving memory of  

John Malcolm Green                          
5th December 1936 - 23rd August 2012 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Always remembered and very much 

missed by Annette & their family. 

Rest eternal grant unto him O Lord,                                                                                          

and let light perpetual shine upon 

him. 
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GAUDATE  

SUNDAY -          

3rd Sunday of          

Advent 

This year Gaudete 

Sunday is celebrated on   Decem-

ber 13, 2020. It is  the third Sunday 

of Advent in the liturgical calendar 

of the Western Church, including 

the Catholic Church, the Anglican 

Communion, the Lutheran Church-

es, and other mainline Protestant 

churches. It can fall on any date 

from 11 December to 17 December. 

The day takes its common name 

from the Latin word Gaudete 

("Rejoice"), the first word of the         

introit of this day's Mass. 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured 

vestments may be worn instead of 

violet, (or in the Anglican tradition 

and some Lutheran traditions,         

Sarum blue) which is otherwise 

prescribed for every day in the 

season of Advent. This tradition, 

previously informally observed in 

the Anglican Church, was formally 

noted as an option in the Church   

of England in the Common Worship 

liturgical renewal (and the                  

Australian Church has followed          

this pattern.) 

In churches which have an Advent 

wreath, (such as S. Paul’s) the rose 

coloured candle is lit in addition to 

two of the violet (or blue) coloured 

candles, which represent the first 

two Sundays of Advent. Despite the 

otherwise sombre readings of the 

season of Advent, which has as a            

secondary theme the need for pen-

itence, the readings on the third   

Sunday emphasize the joyous antic-

ipation of the Lord's coming.                     

Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

Used Stamps                                                                                                                  

We collect used stamps for Angli-

can Board of Mission. These are a 

good source of fund raising for 

ABM. Please leave a 2cm margin 

around them if possible. 

Christmas Card from a          

pantry Customer  
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Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the             

Trading Table by buying or                     

donating fresh goods for sale. It has 

been encouraging with the results 

making $165.55 last Sunday. Please 

keep checking what we have each 

week. Tubes of hand sanitizer are 

still available at a special price of 

$3  We have new unisex and                  

children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of                    

marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville 

orange, Grapefruit, Blood Orange, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, 

Mandarin, Cumquat Moroccan 

Style, Cumquat, some with whisky), 

Butters ( Lime, lemon & lime. 

grapefruit, citrus) strawberry, 

strawberry & apple, raspberry,  

rhubarb, apricot and passionfruit, 

Choko & Ginger, pear & Apple 

jams, Quince jelly, Crab Apple             

jelly, not to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of 

beautiful homemade masks                      

available at $5 each. They have 

been very popular. 

St Paul’s Torches are still available 

$2 each and mugs at $5 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also 

be available for purchase packs of 

5 for $3 or 10 for $6 

St Paul’s Calendars available $25 

each 

Varying sizes of Christmas gift 

bags available for sale 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, mint, 

chives, parsley available for $2 

each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each 

White and Blue Salvia $3 and                  

succulents plus more 

We have on display Christmas gifts, 

decorations, Christmas tree ($5), 

lots of things connected with 

Christmas. Please come and see 

what takes your fancy! 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would 

like some jams/marmalades please 

contact Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 
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Congratulations to our DOM David Russell! 

 Last Monday evening 7th December our Director of Music, David                 

Russell, was among a number of others who were recognized for their 

work within the Catholic Church by being awarded a Papal honour. He 

was presented with the Benemerenti Medal by the Bishop of Parramatta, 

The Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen.  David, who also                       

co-ordinated the liturgical music of the 2008 World Youth Day papal       

ceremonies, is responsible for the artistic direction and operational 

management of CAPTIVATE, the performing arts program of the                   

Catholic Education Office Diocese of Parramatta. Through CAPTIVATE, 

tens of thousands of students have been given learning opportunities in 

music, dance, drama and the visual arts. 

The Citation for David’s award reads: “For leadership in Performing 

Arts, CAPTIVATE, Diocese of Parramatta.” 

The Benemerenti Medal was instituted by Pope Gregory XVI, and dates 

to the late 18th/early 19th century.  It was first awarded to soldiers in the 

Papal Army, and was later extended to members of the clergy and laity 

for exceptional service to the Roman Catholic Church. The medals, 

which are blessed by the Pope, are forwarded from the Vatican’s            

Secretary of State to each diocese through the Papal Nuncios. The                 

medal, which is suspended from a yellow and white ribbon in the Papal 

colours, is a gold Greek Cross depicting Christ with his hand raised in 

blessing, and also features the tiara and crossed keys symbol of the         

papacy. The reverse side is inscribed with the word “Benemerenti”,     

derived from the Latin, meaning ‘to a well-deserved person’.  

David is greatly honoured to have been recognised for his work within 

the Catholic Church in Western Sydney. 

- Owen Chambers 
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Mosaic Project Updates  

The mosaic project is part of the 

150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by                   

Susanna Mills for the tower porch. 

The creation is coming to the final 

stages. It will be installed in the 

New Year. It has been a very                  

intensive time making sure all the 

parts match and the two halves 

join up. We couldn't have done 

without the expert guidance of              

Susanna. 

No Wednesday mid-week 

Communion between                    

Christmas and February 

There will be no mid-week                    

Eucharist after Christmas and 

throughout the month of January.                                                                                             

Midweek Communion is cancelled 

as of Wednesday 30th of                         

December 2020 and will resume 

on  Wednesday 3rd of February 

2021. 

Polishing brass and                     

Communion vessels,              

dusting, and cleaning 

We will have a busy bee at the 

Church on Saturday the 19th of                     

December at 9.30 a.m. 

Please come along and help to 

make St. Paul’s look beautiful for             

Christmas.  

Please bring some rags and silvo 

and brasso.  Thank you. 

THE FISH POND 

Last Saturday week Judith,            

Margaret and Piers spent                                        

considerable time and a lot of                

effort cleaning a out the fish pond. 

Whilst still in need of further work 

the fish pond is already looking 

much better. 

Thank you. 

New Offertory Envelopes are NOW available  

The new series of Offertory  Envelopes are now               

available from the back of the church. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to give                 

regularly to the work of our Church – it is also an act of  worship as we             

offer it in the Plate each week where it if “offered” at the Altar,                      

together with the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  
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Our Community Choir 

"Just sharing a few moments from Tuesday's celebratory singalong with 

friends and family with special congratulations to David and                 

Rosemary for their recent Awards.    - Barbara Stone 
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Congratulations Amelia!  

Photo below is of Amelia being awarded the Guide of the year 2020 at Auburn 

Lidcombe for her hard work, happy spirit and always looking after the new 

girls and being a great friend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second Donation for              

Christmas from Cardinal                 

Freeman village 

Rob Small was able to collect this car 

load of food and gifts for                  

Christmas generously given by                  

residents of Cardinal Freeman Village 

in Ashield. This is the second car load 

that the residents have given us and we 

thank them very much for their                     

generosity. 
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Our calendar for next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Month of January 

The Sesquicentenary of St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 2021 

Available for sale at the Trading Table after services from this Sunday!  

Featuring some of our own beautiful stained glass windows. $25 each. 
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Children sing - Joy: A Poem for the Third Sunday of Advent 

by Lindy Thompson 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!                                                                     

and I agree with that sentiment.                                                                                          

There is a lot of joy available,                                                                                                

worthy of being mentioned four times,                                                                                   

but the down part is true, too.                                                                                                 

Very often, the joy is buried deep below the surface,                                                      

hidden under layers of information and distraction,                                                                

a polished stone under a stack of old newspapers. 

So much negative in the world today,                                                                                       

so much trash,                                                                                                                     

so much fear.                                                                                                                               

We bury our faces in our phones                                                                                            

because machines are much easier than people,                                                                

and the garbage keeps piling on,                                                                                             

and the joy becomes more and more a distant memory. 

But joy is our birthright.                                                                                              

The angels told the shepherds they were bringing                                                             

good news of a great joy that will be to all people.                                                               

The good news is for us,                                                                                                             

but we have to make room for it. 

Our minds are busier                                                                                                                

than a guest house in Bethlehem during a census —                                                                  

too full for one more family,                                                                                                       

even a small one. 

The birth is coming,                                                                                                                       

the joy is promised.                                                                                                                     

May we make ready,                                                                                                                  

may we make room.                                                                                                                    

May we join together,                                                                                                                   

help each other,                                                                                                                          

and sanctify space                                                                                                                          

for God’s great gift of joy. 
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Christmas at the Parish Pantry 

This last week has seen a flurry of activity at 

the pantry in the effort to get ready for 

Christmas. These are just two  of the rooms 

that were filled with hampers. Each room in 

Rectory was filled with hampers. The kitch-

en was filled with the weekly hampers, the 

dining room with Part A and Part B Hampers 

containing staples to take people through 

January when the Pantry will be closed. The 

Piano room is fiilled with gifts and the         

Hallway and Lounge room are filled with 

hampers full of Christmas goodies. 

We have so many people to thank for         

making this possible: - you the parishioners 

for donations of food and money, Oz             

Harvest, The Brighton, Cardinal Freeman 

Village, individuals from the Burwood            

Community, Share the Diginity, Burwood 

and Strathfield Councils, and the Office of 

Jodi McKay here in Burwood. 

But none of this would have been possible without those that came and 

helped pack this last week: Kerin Brown, Jane Cordina, Parisa Haffer, Yen 

Tee, Eugene Tomczyk, Felicity Baker, Vaness McNeill, Naomi Swaddling, 

Sophi and Zac, Olga Popovich, Margaret Whittaker. Every wek we have 

fabuolous people helping but this last week these people excelled them-

selves, working until everything was completed. 

Hampers will be given out this week. Thursday 17th will be our last day 

until we reopen on February 2nd 2021 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS - THIS WOULD NEV-

ER HAPPEN WITHOUT YOU 

- Rosemary King 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 10) - The Baptism 

of Jesus - by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Baptism of Jesus  

Lower Part of the East Window behind the reredos 

Jesus is coming out of the water.  John is holding a shell above Jesus’ 

head which he has used to pour the water of baptism.  We see the Holy 

Spirit in the form of a dove flying joyously above them.  John is seen with 

the usual symbols - a staff in his left hand; the banner proclaiming Ecce 

Angus Dei – Behold the Lamb of God.  John wears a camel-hair robe.  

There are palm leaves in the left upper corner, reminding us of the                  

triumphal ride later into Jerusalem.  

Jesus’ baptism by John is described in Mark’s gospel. In Matthew’s and 

John’s gospels, John quotes Isaiah: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilder-

ness; Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’”. (Matthew 3: 3) 

Luke gives us the Baptist’s backstory, as well as that of Jesus.   
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According to Luke, John is related 

to Jesus.  He is forerunner, even 

before his birth. Before his own 

birth John’s mother Elizabeth says 

“the child in my womb leapt for 

joy.” (Luke 1: 44) to Mary, who car-

ries the Christ child in her womb. 

Then we are told the charming sto-

ry of how John was named.  You 

can just imagine the astonished 

relatives saying, “But no one else 

in the family is called John.  Where 

did they get the idea to call him 

that?” (Luke 1: 59-66) 

Zechariah prophesies that his son 

John will be called Prophet of the 

Most High, for you will go before 

the Lord to prepare his ways… to 

guide our feet into the way of 

peace. (Luke 1: 76-79) 

In religious art the infant John the 

Baptist is often pointing to the in-

fant Jesus. 

We next see John being ques-

tioned as whether he is the Messi-

ah.  But John says he is not worthy 

to untie the thong of true Messiah’s 

sandal.  (John 1: 20, 27) 

John baptises with water, but Jesus 

will baptise them with the Holy 

Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11). 

 

John prepares the way for Jesus. 

John baptises Jesus in the Jordan.  

His Father proclaims in a voice 

from heaven: “This is my beloved 

Son, The Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased”. (Matthew 3: 17) 

This window was given in memory 

of Richard Jones. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

About the Photos… 

We are indebted to Desmond Chu 

for this series of photos depicting 

scenes from the life of Jesus.  With-

out his skill we would not have the 

opportunity to see these windows 

at the base of the East Window, as 

they are obscured by the reredos 

(the wooden panel at the back of 

the altar).  These windows show 

the following scenes: The Nativity, 

The Baptism, The Last Supper, The 

Crucifixion, The Resurrection.  We 

can only see the first and last from 

inside the church.   Desmond has 

been able to take a photo of these 

scenes from the outside of the 

church and reverse them so they 

can be seen for the first time since 

the reredos was installed! 
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 Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Either Psalm 126 or 

 The Song of Mary; 

 1 Thessalonians 5.12-28; John 1.6-8,                  

 19-28  

In this week’s Gospel we have part of John’s 

stunning Prologue. We also have John’s introduc-

tion of John the Baptiser. The one who sets the 

scene for the coming Messiah. John’s appearance is prophesied. In fact, 

he is the last of the Old Testament style of prophets, coming out of the 

wilderness and preaching judgement and repentance. John makes it 

very clear that he is not the Messiah and points to the one to come. Je-

sus will turn up soon enough.  

From the very beginning of the narrative in John’s Gospel there is a ten-

sion with the Jewish leaders who want to know “who are you?” - first 

John and then Jesus himself. The rest of the Gospel is taken up with an-

swering this question. 

 We give thanks to God for John the evangelist and his Gospel of 

profound wisdom and witness.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province 

of Central Africa 

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

  © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                        

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

BSB:          032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  30th NOV- 6th DEC and other 

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2803                                                    

≈ Parish Pantry: $620                                                   

≈ Votive Candles: $215                                            

≈ Building Fund: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3648 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Social cohesion is for life, 

not just for crises 

In a good society people love their 

neighbours every day — not just 

when things are falling apart, says 

Hugh Osgood 

WHEN we look back on 2020 in 

the future, what story will we tell? 

Of grief from tens of thousands of 

personal losses, and the recogni-

tion that what we do as individuals 

can literally mean life or death for 

others? Certainly. Of reckoning 

with structural racism after a sum-

mer of Black Lives Matter protests? 

Hopefully. Of the culmination of 

long and embittered Brexit              

negotiations? Finally. 

But, perhaps, there is a bigger 

uniting story here, too, because 

these most urgent issues of our 

time are not detached. Rather, all 

of them underline the fundamental 

importance of our collective               

relationships as a society: the 

bonds that tie us together beyond 

our immediate in-groups, to      

celebrate success, mourn failure, 

and confront challenge together    

as a society. At every turn this 

year, we have seen the importance 

of solidarity with our institutions, 

our neighbours, and those we will 

never meet — and how painful 

(and deadly) it is when that soli-

darity is lacking. 

The policy term for these collec-

tive relationships is “social cohe-

sion”, but the exact language we 

use is not too important: as Chris-

tians called to follow the example 

of Christ in loving and serving our 

neighbours, this is something we 

know all about. 

Of course, churches have been     

doing incredible work in serving 

people and helping to hold com-

munities together during the           

pandemic: 89 per cent of churches 

who responded to a survey  

conducted by the National 

Churches Trust said that they had 

continued to provide some form of 

community support throughout, 

and the top new activity was         

making contact with isolated or 

vulnerable people. These commu-

nity efforts have caught the atten-

tion of some government depart-

ments. But we, as churches, should 

take courage that this is what we 

were  

 READ AND DIGEST…  
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doing before the pandemic, and 

will continue to do after it is over. 

THIS is the message of The Church 

and Social Cohesion: Connecting 

communities and serving people:          

a report released this week by the 

Free Churches Group, written by 

Madeleine Pennington at Theos. 

The report has consulted more than 

350 people across England on the 

relationship between congregations 

and their communities. It has asked 

hard questions about the Church’s 

effectiveness in contributing to             

cohesion, posing those questions to 

church and community leaders 

alike. 

Not surprisingly, a template for 

good practice has emerged, and the 

report comes with a How To guide 

for churches wanting to start or ex-

pand their community engagement. 

For example, we have seen how 

churches work best when they           

consider what their communities      

really need, and what assets they 

uniquely have, to fit into wider local 

efforts. And they should make a     

priority of communicating what 

they are doing; after all, other                  

People need to be told, if they are  

to co-ordinate with it. 

 

The report also unpacks how cohe-

sion policy itself has often bounced 

from crisis to crisis, trying to heal 

divisions as they become urgent, 

and crafting our understanding of a 

healthy society on the basis of what 

happens when things have already 

gone wrong. 

But a good society is not just one 

that isn’t falling apart: it is also one 

in which we love our neighbours, 

every day. Cohesion is for life — not 

just for crises — and, as the report 

demonstrates time and again, it is 

often churches that are maintaining 

this vital care for communities on 

the ground. Where cohesion is con-

cerned, then, churches have a mes-

sage that the world needs to hear. 

If we are to send out this message 

as effectively as possible, we need 

to think through some basic princi-

ples. The biggest of these is that a 

right understanding of need is foun-

dational to social cohesion. 

In writing to the Corinthians, the 

Apostle Paul observes three ways in 

which the cohesion of the body of 

Christ can break down: failure to 

recognise our own part in it and be-

longing; failure to recognise the 

part played by others; and the fail-

ure to recognise personal need and  
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to respect the needs of others. Paul’s message is that we all have needs, 

and it is our need of one another that holds us together. 

SO, THIS is not about being placed on some local- or central-government 

pedestal. Jesus refused pedestals so that he could embrace a cross.              

Geographically, the cross was set on a hill — but, theologically, it has    

created the level ground on which we minister to society. True serving is 

the ultimate antidote to superiority, and we will have to take our place as 

one place of service among others. 

We can argue that our motivation as churches is different, and that our 

motivation gives us many advantages, which is absolutely true and will 

hopefully shine through. None the less, if we are sincerely saying to            

people “We need you” and “You matter,” we are acknowledging a                    

commitment to a sense of completeness that comes from embracing               

society as a whole. 

This is what cohesive societies are all about; it is work that churches are 

already doing every day, and it is more vital now than ever before. 

Dr Hugh Osgood is the Moderator of the Free Churches Group. 

Faith: C. S. Lewis, my guardian and my friend 

Paul Edmondson reflects on the influence of the Narnia author on his life, 

from childhood to the present day 

THE great collect for Advent Sunday urges us “to cast away the works of 

darkness and to put on the armour of light” while we are mortal, so that, 

when we enter into immortality, we will flourish into eternal life. This 

year, Advent Sunday falls on the birthday of a great intellect and Chris-

tian disciple: C. S. Lewis. 

Lewis is part of my “armour of light”. I carry him in my heart and in my 

mind. 

In his writings, I find the essence of my youth, the beginning of my inde-

pendent reading, and the gateway to my imagination. Lewis’s own love of 

literature goes before me and beckons me; but he also points me back to 
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my past, and the moment when I first became aware of God. 

I am seven years old, and overwhelmed by joy and sadness in equal 

measure having just watched a cartoon version of The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe. It is Easter Day, and I know that I feel expanded by the 

story, but am unable to articulate why or how. Instead, I go into the back 

garden and think about what I have seen and heard, while I pace around 

on the pair of stilts that my godfather has recently made for me. Every-

thing feels larger than ordinary life. 

A few days later, I buy a copy of the book with some pocket money (85p), 

and my adventure with reading — and with God — truly begins. The rest 

of the Narnia books followed, but I would always return to The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe. It became part of my outlook. 

Years later, I discovered Lewis’s theological writings. I was an undergrad-

uate, and facing a crisis of faith. A friend gave me a copy of Mere Christi-

anity, like a lifebelt tossed to a drowning man. Lewis carried me to the 

shore and enabled me to get my breath back. I was thrilled earlier this 

year to visit The Kilns, the house he lived in from 1930 to 1963, and to see 

where he would kneel down, next to his bed, and say his prayers. 

C. S. LEWIS was an atheist until the age of 32. Then, as he writes in his 

memoir Surprised by Joy, he felt “the steady, unrelenting approach of 

Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet”. 

Lewis’s appreciation of myth enabled him to accept the centrality of 

scripture. He recalls his journey towards Christianity: “I was by now too 

experienced in literary criticism to regard the Gospels as myths. They 

had not the mythical taste. . . If ever a myth had become fact, had been 

incarnated, it would be just like this. And nothing else in all literature was 

just like this.” 

Reading Lewis gives me fortitude, and emotional and mental strength. 

Fortitude is one of the four cardinal virtues (along with justice, temper-

ance, and prudence) that Lewis writes about in Mere Christianity. “Guts”, 

he writes, “is perhaps the nearest modern English. You will notice, of 
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course, that you cannot practise any of the other virtues very long 

without bringing this one into play.” 

I find fortitude in his prose style: its clarity, directness, calm persua-

sion, aphoristic quality (there are many anthologies of Lewis’s work), 

and in Lewis’s own tough-mindedness. 

6.10-18. Susan’s bow and arrows evoke William Blake’s “bow of burn-

ing gold” and “arrows of desire” in “Jerusalem”. 

ON Advent Sunday, the children’s gifts from Father Christmas become 

like our armour of light: symbols of immortality in this our transitory 

life. This central, Christian truth is of profound importance to Lewis’s 

writings. In Surprised by Joy he illustrates this crisply: “If Shakespeare 

and Hamlet could ever meet, it must be Shakespeare’s doing.” We are 

mortals living towards eternity in a God-incarnated universe. 

Advent is a lion, and Lewis is one of the voices crying in the wilder-

ness. There is something of St John the Baptist about him: Lewis, too, 

calls us to make the crooked straight and the rough places smooth. He 

is keen to emphasise that we do not possess any luminosity of our 

own. In The Great Divorce, the fantasy writer who inspired Lewis, 

George Macdonald, shows him around heaven and says: “There is but 

one good; that is God. Everything else is good when it looks to Him, 

and bad when it turns from Him.” 

Lewis shows us that our earthly armour needs to be given up, like Eu-

stace’s dragon-scales in The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, otherwise 

we become dark and vulnerable creatures, fretting, even petrified. It 

is Love that calls us out of the shadows, like the lion Aslan breathing 

on the statues in the White Witch’s castle to bring them to life. 

Lewis took pains to define and articulate how God’s love for us is pre-

sent in our different kinds of loving, and how these are related and 

revelatory: affection, friendship, sexual love, and charity. The Four 

Loves provides important insight into Lewis’s inner being. 

“Friendship” love is especially interesting and important to him be-

cause, although it is a great gift, it is not absolutely essential to our ex-
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istence. Many people, writes Lewis, go through life quite happily with-

out experiencing the special kind of friendship he describes: one of 

“naked personalities”, unconditional loyalty, no expectations, and eve-

rything open and equal. Lewis clearly found the Kingdom of God 

through his excellent and intimate friendships. 

Lewis is my Advent watchman, my guardian angel, and my friend. I 

hear the voice of love in him, and I want to follow it because I know it 

will be good for me. He continues to influence and enhance my life, my 

discipleship. 

When I was ordained, a friend congratulated me with Lewis’s words: 

“Once a king or queen in Narnia, always a king or queen.” In ministry, I 

continue to see his short and powerful A Grief Observed, written after 

the death of his wife, bring consolation to those raw with the loss of 

loved ones. His works are part of my wider scripture, my “armour of 

light”. 

I hope that C. S. Lewis will one day be included in the Anglican                            

Lectionary, and I have written this Collect for him: 

Almighty God,                                                                                                                       

who so gifted and blessed                                                                                             

our fellow disciple, C. S. Lewis                                                                                     

with intellect and imagination                                                                                      

to hear the sound of your loving roar,                                                                      

grant that we, knowing we are made for immortality,                                           

may be guided by your Holy Spirit                                                                              

into the ways of truth, fortitude, and hope,                                                          

and be overwhelmed by the joy of your Kingdom,                                             

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Revd Dr Paul Edmondson is head of learning and research for the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, and an NSM at St Andrew’s, Shottery. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to pray the Falkland 

Islands (Extra-Provincial to Canterbury),  

For its Bishop, The Rt Revd Timothy 

Thornton and for all his clergy and 

people.  

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, 

for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey 

May God bless them and their ministries 

and may we support them as they work 

among us in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

all those people who have been 

displaced from their homes, crying 

out for food, water and shelter.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; John Burns; 

Andrew Brazier; Willow Brazier; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell; 

Jesse Langenegger; David Morgan; 

Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne 

Roberts; Ramona Sharp; Geoff Voller ; 

Bob Woods 

Pray, too, for, Phyllis Gertrude 

Lockwood; Alison Powell;  Joan Stirling 

Coucher; Yvonne Patricia Prince;  Colin 

Clyde Frakes; Clement Harold Randal 

Laurence and for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord,                 

and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially David Raines that God may 

grant him a place of refreshment, light 

and peace.   

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the Tuesday 15th December -  

 Monday 14 December - John of the Cross, mystic and teacher (d.1591) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

