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   Sunday, 20 December 2020         

Welcome to worship 

 ADVENT IV 

8.00am     Parish Eucharist 

9.30am    Parish Choral Eucharist  

5.00pm    Carol Service     

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the Apostle 

who was one of the early Church’s  

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at Corinth, 

Paul tells how he handed on the tradition 

of the Last Supper to them and it is this 

sacred meal that we share which makes 

us one with Jesus and with the Church, 

both living and departed, today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself 

to our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, 

over a cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the 

hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 7.1-11,16              The First Reading       Isaiah 61.10-62.3                          

Ps 89.1-4,19-27                       The Psalm            Ps 148                                              

Romans 16.25-27                 The Epistle              Galatians 4.4-7                                          

Luke 1.26-38                        The Gospel            Luke 2.22-40   
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Advent/

Christmas 

Services 

As of Monday 7th 

of December 

2020 we can have 1 person per              

2 sqm  attending a service (this 

would permit 260 people to attend 

a service in St Paul's). Singing is 

now permitted in services. Advice 

is to wear a mask if you want to 

sing. 

St Paul's has registered with the 

NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the 

NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-

releases/major-rolling-back-of-covid-

19-restrictions-nsw 

The same stringent hygiene and 

safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be ob-

served each and every week. 

The following measures will be    

observed to ensure the safety of             

all who attend these worship           

Services: 

 

1. People are quite free to decide 

not to attend Church or any event 

as I don't want anyone to feel that 

they must do something against 

their will (or if they feel that they 

might compromise another per-

son's health – which is why we 

have closed down all of our 

groups). 

2. All risk management obligations 

will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for 

hand washing and sanitizing,               

physical distancing, etc. The Holy 

Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will in-

volve bowing reverently to those 

one is seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds 

(the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols must be         

observed. Parishioners must be 

seated after being served with 

their morning tea and must not 

mingle. 

 

News from around St Paul’s 
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6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

No Wednesday mid-week Communion between Christmas and               

February. Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 30th 

of December 2020 and will resume on Wednesday 3rd of February 

2021. 

If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

With reference to forthcoming high holy days we will be observing: 

Advent 4         20 December 

Carol Service     20 December 

Christmas Eve Choral             Eucharist  24 December at 9.30pm  

Christmas Day Choral             Eucharist. 25 December at 9.00am 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace, 

James. 

 

 

New Offertory Envelopes are NOW available  

The new series of Offertory  Envelopes are now               

available from the back of the church. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to give                 

regularly to the work of our Church – it is also an act of  worship as we             

offer it in the Plate each week where it if “offered” at the Altar,                      

together with the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  
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Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results, making $195.10 

last Sunday. We have sold 46 calendars so far and still available. Make 

sure you have one. 

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3  We have new unisex and chil-

dren’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin, 

Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon, 

Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit, citrus) plum, strawberry, strawberry & 

apple, raspberry, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, pear & Apple jams, Quince 

jelly, Crab Apple jelly, not to mention the chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of beautiful homemade masks available at 

$5 each. They have been very popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available $2 each and mugs at $10 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also be available for purchase packs of 5 

for $3 or 10 for $6 

St Paul’s Calendars available $25 each 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have some 

kits available for sale at varying prices. 

Varying sizes of Christmas gift bags available for sale 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, chives, parsley available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 
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White and Blue Salvia, African        

Daisies, Jacobean, Stephanotis,  

succulents plus more 

We have on display Christmas gifts, 

decorations, Christmas tree ($5), 

lots of things connected with 

Christmas. Please come and see 

what takes your fancy! 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would 

like some jams/marmalades please 

contact Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 

Ringing 

During the COVID-19 times you 

will have noticed the varying          

number of bells that have been 

rung  for the services that were 

held either outside, in the chapel 

or back into the body of the church. 

The only times the bells were silent 

was during the time of the online 

services (5th April – 10th May) 

The tenor was tolled for all the               

services that were held in person 

during the isolation times when 

they were held every half hour 

firstly outside, then in the chapel.  

A comment from an interested                     

person in the community said -‘the 

single bell tolling during the            

lockdown was a poignant but wel-

come sound during that otherwise 

silent time’ 

When things relaxed to one person 

per 4 square metres with 1.5metre 

distancing, we were able have 4 

ringers due to the size of the tower. 

We had rung this number of bells 

from 7th June till 6th December. 

On Sunday 13th December we 

were able to ring 6 bells as the                        

distancing was relaxed to one                   

person per  2 square metres. This 

was very pleasing as the repertoire 

on 4 bells is very limiting. I hope 

you  enjoyed hearing the  extra 

bells and noticed the difference!  

Pam Brock 

Tower Captain 

PARISH PANTRY     

REOPENS in 2021 

Tuesday 2nd Feb and Thursday 4th  

Normal Rules apply 

Morning Teas 

Morning Teas after 9.30am              

Services will recommence on           

Sunday 10th of January 2021.  
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Mosaic Project Updates  

The mosaic project is part of the 150th Anniversary of the Church and 

has been designed by Susanna Mills for the tower porch. 

The creation is coming to the final stages. It will be installed in the New 

Year. It has been a very intensive time making sure all the parts match 

and the two halves join up. We couldn't have done without the expert 

guidance of Susanna. 

THANK YOUS 

Thank you to Bill and Judith, Jocelyn and Holly for putting the Advent/

Christmas tree up, and for setting up the Christmas Crib, and for setting 

the Wise Men on their journey. 

Many people helped clean the church and the brass and the vessels  

yesterday. It was a productive mornings work undertaken in great               

comradery. Thank you to everyone involved. 

Thank you to the Pantry Team. They have put in the hard yards this year 

as we changed our processes according to the changing COVID                     

regulations. No matter which day of the week, Tuesday or Thursday the 

teams have worked harmoniously to prepare, pack and deliver                    

hampers to all our customers. It has been a long year, but their                       

willingness to make everything work smoothly has meant that we have 

reached out to nearly 200 regulars. Each week our delivery team collect 

and delivery about 40 hampers and pick up 40-60 hampers from Oz                   

Harvest each fortnight.  Our regulars have family and friends who they 

then pass food onto. As a consequence we are now feeding                                  

approximately 500 people per week and are classified as a large service 

provider. 

Last Tuesday John Faker, Mayor of Burwood Council presented St Paul's 

with a cheque for $2000 for the Parish Pantry. We are very grateful for 

their generous help which will help offset the cost of the Christmas ham-

pers. 
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Our calendar for next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Month of January 

The Sesquicentenary of St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 2021 

Available for sale at the Trading Table after services from this Sunday!  

Featuring some of our own beautiful stained glass windows. $25 each. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 11) - by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  They 

are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the presence of 

the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Last Supper 

Matthew 26:17-29; Mark 14: 12-25; Luke 22:7-23 

This window commemorates the Last Supper, which you can read accounts of 

in all three synoptic gospels.  (In John’s gospel we have the foot washing in-

stead.) Jesus is meeting with his disciples before he will be betrayed, tried, 

tortured and crucified.  Jesus commands his disciples to Do this in memory of 

me.  He takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it, and says, “Take, eat, this is my 

body.  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, 

Drink from it all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26: 26-28) 

In our window we can only see nine of the twelve disciples.  Jesus is breaking 

the bread. The disciples are all reverent attention.  The cup is on the table.  

Above Jesus is the chancel lamp, radiating light over the whole scene.  The 

lamp is always lit to indicate the presence of God.  That is why it seems so 

shocking on Maundy Thursday, when the altar is stripped bare, the chancel 

lamp is extinguished!  
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Chancel or sanctuary lamps are present in Jewish synagogues and many 

Christian churches to denote the presence of God. 

Sanctuary lamps or Ner Tamid in Hebrew are present in the Jewish syna-

gogue to represent the eternal flame or eternal light of the Menorah of the 

Temple in Jerusalem, symbolising God’s eternal presence, and is never ex-

tinguished. It hangs or stands in front of the Ark. The lighting of the menorah 

is an important aspect of the Jewish celebration of Hannukah, festival of 

lights. 

You will find this lamp in Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran and 

Eastern Orthodox churches. In catholic churches it indicates the reservation 

of the Blessed Sacrament.  In protestant churches it represents the light of 

Christ in a sin-darkened world.1. 

The only other painting of the Last Supper I have found that features a sanc-

tuary lamp is Tintoretto’s Last Supper, painted 1592-94! 2. Tintoretto also us-

es it because of the play of light on the human figures, but it is a very differ-

ent depiction of the Last Supper.  In our window, Jesus with the lamp above 

are central to the whole picture, around which the disciples are gathered 

and focussed. 

In our window, for me, the radiating light of the chancel lamp emphasises 

the divinity of Christ, while the sharing of this special meal - maybe the 

Passover meal - with his disciples highlights his humanity.   This particular 

meal, this last supper, brings together strikingly Jesus as both God and man. 

But it’s more than that, because at the last supper Jesus commands us to do 

this in memory of him.  We feed on him in our hearts, by faith with thanks-

giving. This heals us and gives us the strength to go on in our lives, being 

the best people we can be, hopefully taking Christ into the world with us. 

1. Sanctuary lamp - Wikipedia 

2. Last Supper (Tintoretto) -  Wikipedia 

This window was given in memory of Mowbray Stenhouse Forrest, who died in 

1880 aged 43. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971              

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16;  

 Either Psalm 89.1-4, 19-27 or The Song of Mary 

 Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38 

The Annunciation: Mary is at the very bottom of the 

social scale - female in a society which values males, 

young in a society that values age and poor in a                 

society that sees wealth as a blessing from God. However as is often the case 

in salvation history is it the lowly who are chosen. The youngest sons - Jacob 

and David, the foreigner,  - Ruth, the shepherd - Amos. In fact the Old                    

Testament people of God are to remember their lowly beginnings.                               

(“I wandering Aramean was my father”). 

Gabriel tells Mary that she has found favour with God. In spite of all the seri-

ous consequences for her, Mary’s response is unequivocal. Yes. 

 May we too say an unequivocal yes to actively follow the Christ. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of all who are preparing churches 

throughout the country for Christmas around this time. 

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn  

  © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

About the Photos… 

We are indebted to Desmond Chu for this series of photos depicting scenes 

from the life of Jesus.  Without his skill we would not have the opportunity to 

see these windows at the base of the East Window, as they are obscured by 

the reredos (the wooden panel at the back of the altar).  These windows 

show the following scenes: The Nativity, The Baptism, The Last Supper, The 

Crucifixion, The Resurrection.  We can only see the first and last from inside 

the church.   Desmond has been able to take a photo of these scenes from 

the outside of the church and reverse them so they can be seen for the first 

time since the reredos was installed! 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                        

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

BSB:          032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from  7th DEC– 13th DEC and other 

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $1829                                                              

≈ Parish Pantry: $1915                                                 

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3744 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Christmas 2020 Reflections 

At Christmas we are reminded of help given to others in need.  

For Christians the birth of Jesus speaks of God‘s love for people des-

perate to find hope. The life and death of Jesus assured the people of 

his day that God cares about them. 

We celebrate the coming of Christ each year on the 25th of December 

mindful of what this means for us and part of our response is to help 

others as we demonstrate in practical ways the love of God. 

May your Christmas be a time of joy and Thanksgiving as you contem-

plate God‘s love for us. I encourage you to take this opportunity to 

bring love and hope to others. 

No matter how dark the night is there is always a new dawn to come 

and the sun is a morning Star. Life is fragile, handle it with prayer. 

- Barry Brandy 2020 

 

Here is a poem by an anonymous Parishioner of St Paul’s 

This week we heard the news,                                                                                       

Our singing will fill the pews                                                                                         

The church will come alive,                                                                                       

With many hymns we can revive                                                                               

Just in time for the Holy Week,                                                                                    

We thank the lord for what we seek. 

Used Stamps                                                                                                                  

We collect used stamps for Anglican Board of                     

Mission. These are a good source of fund raising for 

ABM.  

Please leave a 2cm margin around them if possible. 
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Urgent action needed as    

tipping point looms 

Divestment from fossil fuels 

is one way that Christians 

can live "our vocation to be 

protectors of God's handi-

work" 

- By Roland Ashby 

We are facing a man-made 

[environmental] disaster of global 

scale,” Sir David Attenborough* 

warned last month. Speaking to 

Leigh Sales on the ABC’s 7.30, the 

world-renowned 94-year-old natu-

ralist and broadcaster said the 

world is “heading for disaster”, 

with irreversible tipping points 

now looming. “For the first time 

now you can sail from the Pacific in-

to the Atlantic across the North Pole 

in the summer, and before long it 

looks as though you are going to 

be able to do that the year round 

and if you do that ... [it’s] what peo-

ple call a tipping point, when in 

fact it is not reversible. 

“If you are going to have all of 

those thousands of tons of freshwa-

ter in the icecaps melting and go-

ing into the sea, rising the sea lev-

el, changing the salinity, changing 

the climate and the way the winds 

circulate around the world, you are 

interrupting and changing a funda-

mental rhythm that our world has 

lived with for ... millennia.” 

Prince Charles, another long-term 

and passionate advocate for the en-

vironment, had earlier warned of 

the “comprehensive catastrophe” 

climate change was in danger of 

becoming, and called for a 

“Marshall-like plan for nature,     

people and planet”. 

“We must now put ourselves on a 

war-like footing, approaching our 

action from the perspective of a 

military-style campaign,” he said in 

a video. 

Both men made their pleas for ur-

gent action while unprecedented 

fires swept across the west coast of 

America, mirroring similarly dev-

astating and unparalleled fires 

across Australia earlier in the year. 

Two years ago, in October 2018, the 

UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) warned 

that the world had only 12 years to 

limit the increase in global             

warming to no more than 1.5C.           

 READ AND DIGEST…  
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To go beyond this, the panel 

warned, even by half a degree, 

would lead to catastrophic 

droughts, floods and extreme heat. 

Faced with such a doomsday              

scenario, how should Christians         

and other people of faith respond? 

Pope Francis in his encyclical on 

ecology and climate, Laudato                

Si’ – On Care For Our Common 

Home, quotes Benedict XVI in             

calling for an “ecological                      

conversion”: “The external deserts 

in the world are growing, because 

the internal deserts have become 

so vast.” 

“For this reason,” Pope Francis 

adds, “the ecological crisis is also a 

summons to profound interior con-

version. It must be said that some 

committed and prayerful Christians, 

with the excuse of realism and 

pragmatism, tend to ridicule ex-

pressions of concern for the envi-

ronment. Others are passive; they 

choose not to change their habits ... 

So what they all need is an 

‘ecological conversion’, whereby 

the effects of their encounter with 

Jesus Christ become evident in 

their relationship with the world 

around them. Living our vocation to 

be protectors of God’s handiwork is 

essential to a life of virtue; it is not 

an optional or a secondary aspect 

of our Christian experience.” 

Last month he spoke in a video 

message for an online event called 

“Countdown Global Launch, A Call 

to Action on Climate Change”. 

“Science tells us, every day with 

more precision, that we need to act 

urgently ... if we are to have any 

hope of avoiding radical and cata-

strophic climate change,” he said. 

He also urged people to divest from 

companies not committed to the en-

vironment and a transition away 

from fossil fuels. 

“One way to encourage this change 

is to lead companies towards the ur-

gent need to commit to the integral 

care of our common home, exclud-

ing from investments companies 

that do not meet [these] parame-

ters ... and rewarding those that 

[do],” he said. 

Speaking on the World Day of Pray-

er in September last year, Justin 

Welby, the Archbishop of Canter-

bury and a former oil executive, al-

so specifically addressed the issue 

of divestment, urging fund manag-

ers to divest from fossil fuels. “It is 

in investors’ power to help avert the 
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disastrous consequences – ethical and financial – of failing to achieve 

[the goal of the Paris Accord],” he said. 

Divestment for individuals 

For individual Christians in Australia concerned about the environmen-

tal impact of their investments, and who would like find out more about 

how the banks and super funds invest their funds, assistance is                     

available from Market Forces, an affiliate project of Friends of the Earth 

Australia. 

Market Forces tracks the lending of banks to fossil fuel companies, as 

well as the investments that super funds make in fossil fuels, and posts 

the information on its website. 

Market Forces campaigner Pablo Brait says the aim is to “empower 

bank customers, super fund members and shareholders to take action 

in line with their values, and to hold to account the institutions that have 

stewardship over their money”. 

“We work closely with shareholders,” he says, “who own shares directly 

across a whole range of companies, and help them engage these com-

panies through a variety of means including shareholder resolutions, 

such as calling on a bank to align its lending with limiting global warm-

ing to 1.5C degrees. We also work with shareholders who want to attend 

AGMs, or who want to appoint proxies to attend AGMs on their behalf, 

and help them formulate questions to the CEO and Board.” 

He says people who don’t own shares directly still have a role to play in 

shareholder activism through their super fund. “They can do this by 

writing to their super fund, which Market Forces can assist with, and 

lobbying the fund to vote in favour of shareholder resolutions related to 

climate change. 

He says it’s good that some super funds offer some options that are                  

fossil fuel free, but Market Forces would like to see more super funds – 

like Australian Ethical and Future Super, which are entirely fossil fuel 

free – divesting all of their funds under management of companies that 
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are undermining the Paris Accord. 

“Helping to destroy life on earth should not be a consumer choice!” he 

says. 

*Sir David’s latest film David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet is 

available on Netflix. He describes it as “My witness statement and my 

vision for the future. It’s the story of how we came to make our greatest 

mistake, and how, if we act now, how we can put it right.” 

Roland Ashby is the former editor of TMA and a member of the                         

Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC).  

 

Afghanistan allegations 'horrific, appalling': ADF Bishop 

Anglican Bishop to ADF responds to Afghanistan Inquiry  

By Stephen Cauchi 

The Anglican Bishop to the Australian Defence Force has called the            

allegations against some Australian soldiers in the report of the                    

Afghanistan Inquiry “horrific, appalling and disgraceful”. 

Bishop Grant Dibden – a former senior military officer in the Australian 

Army – said the findings, released last month, were “deeply                              

disturbing”. They included allegations that from 2005 to 2016, members 

of the Australian special forces killed 39 Afghan non-combatants. The 

report – by Major-General Paul Brereton, a judge on the NSW Court of 

Appeal – recommended that a total of 36 incidents be referred to the 

Australian Federal Police for criminal investigation. 

“As the Chief of the Defence Force stated, the unlawful killing of civil-

ians and prisoners is never acceptable,” Bishop Dibden said on 3 De-

cember. 

Bishop Dibden said the alleged misconduct “brings dishonour on the 

overwhelming majority of Australians who served in Afghanistan with 

bravery, compassion and professionalism”. 
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“It brings shame on the SAS, the commandos, the Australian military 

and Australia in general,” he said. “And this from one of our most high-

ly trained and revered elements of the Defence Force.” 

Bishop Dibden said the inquiry report was “hard reading”. 

Steps had been taken by the Army since these allegations first came to 

light four years ago to change the Army culture, he said. 

“Of course, more needs to be done and I am confident it will be. 

“It’s in this context that Defence chaplains have a significant part to 

play. The military call-sign for a chaplain is 'shepherd' and a primary 

task of chaplains is to provide pastoral care. 

“Like Jesus, a chaplain lives among the Defence personnel, sharing all 

the dangers and difficulties.” 

Bishop Dibden said the chaplain’s role was characterised by humility 

and compassion. But the chaplain was also a leader and protector of 

the sheep, which required courage and resilience. 

“Their shared experience and protective leadership builds trust from 

the most junior member of Defence to those in command. This trust is 

the foundation of their influence and effectiveness as a chaplain. 

“Chaplains provide unhurried, non-judgemental listening and bring 

the truths of Scripture to bear on all manner of practical issues De-

fence Force members and their families face. They are used by God to 

bring forgiveness and peace to troubled souls, reconciliation and calm 

to broken relationships and stressful situations, hope to those in des-

pair, practical support in difficult times and comfort to those suffering 

loss or grief.” 

Bishop Dibden said he thanked God “for those who initiated the in-

quiry and those courageous people who gave evidence”.  

He urged prayer for chaplains so that they would continue to be                       

compassionate and loving to all – “even those accused of horrendous 

crimes”. 
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There was a great need for Anglican Defence chaplains. “They are of 

immense value to those who have been impacted by the Afghanistan  

Inquiry,” Bishop Dibden said. 

“It has affected current and former serving Defence members and their 

families and friends, particularly those who served in Afghanistan with 

such distinction, those who conducted the inquiry and leaders of the 

Defence Force who have to make tough decisions. 

“We must be there for those who need us.” 

Hanukkah and the inextinguishable hope of the human 

story                                               

- Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

[Editor’s note: In November, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks died after a brief 

bout with cancer. A towering theologian, moral thinker, global religious 

leader, and one of the great Jewish intellects of his generation — Rabbi 

Sacks was a regular contributor to this site, writing eloquently and with 

undeniable erudition on the meaning and moral significance of Jewish 

festivals and high holy days. It is with gratitude for his insight, and in 

memory of his life of learning and teaching, that we re-feature his                    

reflections on the festival of Hanukkah and the nature of human hope. 

What I find fascinating about Hanukkah — the Jewish festival of lights 

we celebrate at this time of the year — is the way its story was trans-

formed by time. 

It began as the simple story of a military victory, the success of the  

Maccabees as they fought for religious freedom against the repressive 

rule of the Syrian-Greek emperor Antiochus IV. Antiochus, who modest-

ly called himself Epiphanes (“God made manifest”), had resolved         

forcibly to hellenise the Jews. He had a statue of Zeus erected in the 

precincts of the Temple in Jerusalem, ordered sacrifices to be made to 

pagan gods, and banned Jewish rites on pain of death. 
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A group of Jewish pietists rose in rebellion. Led by a priest, Mattathias of 

Modi’in, and his son, Judah the Maccabee, they began the fight for liber-

ty. Outnumbered, they suffered heavy initial casualties, but within three 

years they had secured a momentous victory. Jerusalem was restored to 

Jewish hands. The Temple was rededicated. That is how the story is told 

in the first and second books of Maccabees. 

However, things did not go smoothly thereafter. The new Jewish monar-

chy known as the Hasmonean kings themselves became hellenised. 

They also incurred the wrath of the people by breaking one of the prin-

ciples of Judaism: the separation between religion and political power. 

They became not just kings, but also high priests — something earlier 

monarchs had never done. 

Even militarily, the victory over the Greeks proved to be only a tempo-

rary respite. Within a century Pompey invaded Jerusalem and Israel 

came under Roman rule. Then came the disastrous rebellion against 

Rome (66-73 CE), as a result of which Israel was defeated and the Tem-

ple destroyed. The work of the Maccabees now lay in ruins. Some rabbis 

at the time believed that the festival of Hanukkah should be abolished. 

Why celebrate a freedom that had been lost? Others disagreed, and 

their view prevailed. Freedom may have been lost, but not hope. 

That was when another story came to the fore, about how the Maccabees, 

in purifying the Temple, found a single cruse of oil, its seal still intact, 

from which they relit the Menorah, the great candelabrum in the Temple. 

Miraculously, the light lasted eight days and that became the central nar-

rative of Hanukkah. It became a festival of light within the Jewish home 

symbolising a faith that could not be extinguished. Its message was cap-

tured in a phrase from the prophet Zekhariah: “Not by might nor by pow-

er but by My spirit, says the Lord Almighty.” 

I have often wondered whether that is not the human story, not just the 

Jewish one. We celebrate military victories. We tell stories about the he-

roes of the past. We commemorate those who gave their lives in defence 

of freedom. That is as it should be. Yet the real victories that determine 
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the fate of nations are not so much 

military as cultural, moral and      

spiritual. 

In Rome the Arch of Titus was 

erected by Titus’s brother, Domi-

tian, to commemorate the victori-

ous Roman siege of Jerusalem in 

the year 70 CE. It shows Roman 

soldiers carrying away the spoils 

of war, most famously the seven-

branched  Menorah. Rome won 

that military conflict. Yet its                

civilisation declined and fell, while 

Jews and Judaism survived. They 

did so not least because of Hanuk-

kah itself. That simple act of fami-

lies coming together to light the 

lights, tell the story and sing the 

songs, proved more powerful than 

armies and longer-lived than em-

pires. What endured was not the 

historical narrative as told in the 

books of Maccabees but the sim-

pler, stronger story that spoke of a 

single cruse of oil that survived the 

wreckage and desecration, and the 

light it shed that kept on burning. 

Something in the human spirit        

survives even the worst of                   

tragedies, allowing us to rebuild 

shattered lives, broken institutions 

and injured nations. That to me is 

the Jewish story. Jews survived all 

the defeats, expulsions, persecu-

tions and pogroms, even the      

Holocaust itself, because they         

never gave up the faith that one 

day they would be free to live as 

Jews without fear. That is the ever-

renewed power of the faith whose 

symbol is Hanukkah and its light of 

inextinguishable hope. 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks (1948

–2020) was a global religious lead-

er, philosopher, theologian, and 

prolific author. His last book was 

Morality: Restoring the Common 

Good in Divided Times, based on 

his BBC Radio 4 podcast series, 

“Morality in the 21st Century.” 

Dorothea Mackellar - “The 

beauty and the terror”  

Dorothea Mackellar wrote of “the 

beauty and the terror” of our be-

loved wide brown land. But surely 

she could never have imagined 

what we have seen of our drought 

and horrendous bushfires. Hope-

fully we all can take meaningful 

and personal responsibility to deal 

with climate change. We end this 

year with gratitude for those who 

have brought us safely through the 

fires and through the virus.  
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Church should hold dear the Advent message, says                     

Scottish Primus - by PAT ASHWORTH 

Pat Ashworth reports on the online session of the General Synod of the 

Scottish Episcopal Church on Saturday 

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Most Revd Mark 

Strange 

THERE had been times in the year when simply saying the daily Office 

had been “like wading through treacle”, the Primus of the Scottish Epis-

copal Church, the Most Revd Mark Strange, told the virtual General Syn-

od meeting on Saturday. 

The comment came in his opening address, the Primus’s Charge, which 

laid bare how challenging 2020 had been for both the life of the Church 

and his own spiritual life. “The Advent message of being led out of dark-

ness into light has never been more powerful, and it is a theme the 

Church needs to hold dear,” he said. 

The smallest issues and arguments had taken on huge proportions, and 

relationships had, at times, been strained; but moving onwards in hope 

could be the message of the Synod. “We can sit in the darkness worry-

ing about the structure around us, or we can put on the armour of light,” 

he said. 

The Synod called last year for an anti-bullying strategy to be put in 

place, following a Clergy and Wellbeing report which exposed high lev-

els of bullying and harassment (News, 10 June 2019). The process that 

had been put in place to remedy it had been both painful and shaming, 

the Primus said. 

He warned: “We cannot fully proclaim the gospel if we cannot see where 

our own behaviour is damaging to others. The report revealed bullying 

at every place in the Church: clergy to clergy, bishop to bishop, bishop 

to clergy, clergy to bishop, and, disturbingly, vestry [church council] to 

clergy. 
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“This training we have undertaken will, I believe, need to be shared 

across the Church, and processes prepared to enable us all to have the 

courage to name bullying for what it is, and to deal with it.” 

A programme of bias training and racism awareness had also led the 

Church to address the realisation of its own history in regard to matters 

of slavery, he said. 

As for the pandemic, he had been able to speak to numerous govern-

ment officials and Scottish ministers about the “care, consideration, and 

effort being displayed across the SEC: effort to make our places safe; ef-

fort in having the courage to say no when things were not safe; and, 

above all, keeping connected with our communities, foodbanks, clothing 

banks, delivery to the housebound, letters to the lonely — so many ways 

that members of our Church have served the people of Scotland”. 

At a time of beginning to see a way out of the pandemic, there were 

questions to ask about what the future should like like in terms of how 

the Church approached taking care of the planet, and how it used its 

own investments and resources: “We need to put our own house in order 

if we are to keep putting pressure on the governments and industries of 

the world.” 

He concluded: “I see a bright future. Not a return to everything we did: a 

future where we continue to remember that we are are a living, breath-

ing community of faith, not simply another institution that needs to keep 

going. The light we are looking towards is the light of Christ, who calls us 

to care and cherish, not maintain and retreat.” 

And he admitted to weeping when he looked into the eyes of those com-

ing forward to receive holy communion in the first face-to-face service 

since lockdown. In subsequent weeks, he had felt “the overwhelming 

desire of a Church filled with the power of the Spirit seeking to lead oth-

ers into a relationship with Christ”. 
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Becket’s 20th-century         

successor Welby sees         

parallels with the past            

- by Hattie Williams 

EVE MILNER 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the 

Most Revd Justin Welby, prays in front 

of a relic of St Thomas Becket during 

a service in Southwark Cathedral on 

Fri... 

THE desire to “take back control” 

dates from the 16th-century reign of 

Henry VIII, who believed that one law 

gave the monarch complete control 

over the Church and courts, the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury has said. 

Archbishop Welby was preaching at a 

special evensong at Southwark Ca-

thedral on Friday, to mark 850 years 

since the final sermon of his prede-

cessor St Thomas Becket was deliv-

ered on the same spot, then the Pri-

ory of St Mary Overie. St Thomas was 

murdered shortly afterwards in Can-

terbury Cathedral in the 12th century 

by four knights of King Henry II, ap-

parently on orders of the monarch. 

“The event united Western Christen-

dom in horror,” Archbishop Welby 

said. “Henry may never have given a 

direct order for Becket’s death, but he 

acknowledged his own guilt.” The 

King embarked on a long and abject 

pilgrimage through Canterbury to 

atone for the murder. 

Archbishop Welby went on: “Most of 

Henry’s successors struggled with 

how to remember Becket. Henry VIII 

solved the problem in his own fairly 

typical way by destroying the shrine 

entirely. . . The clash was over benefit 

of clergy, and whether they were sub-

ject to the secular courts or only to 

the church courts. 

“From the view of the Pope and of the 

senior clergy at the time, God was 

above kings, thus the Church above 

secular law. Henry, though, was ahead 

of his time. He believed in one law for 

all, provided it was the King’s law. 

Since he had struggled with the bar-

ons, and bishops were in those days 

very baronial, he could not see why 

they should be exempt. 

“Essentially, he wanted to take back 

control: it is not a new feeling.” 

“Take back control” was a slogan of 

the Leave campaign during the EU 

referendum. The Prime Minister is 

currently in extended talks with the 

EU to secure a trade deal, which re-

ports suggest is unlikely before the 

New Year, if at all (News, 11                   

December). 

The Archbishop said of the murder: 

“In the 21st century, we instinctively 

see this event in terms of power, not 

principle, sovereignty of Church or 
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State, not God and the emperor. We 

recognise now the complexity of moti-

vation, the danger of power; the psy-

chology that leads to its abuse.” 

The belief that individuals and institu-

tions can be above the law is an abuse 

of power in the same way as clerical-

ism has proved to be in the Church of 

England, he went on, whereby clerics 

place the reputation of the institution 

above the rights of the victims of 

abuse (News, 9 October). 

“The frail humanity of the Church re-

sults in terrible things happening 

when those who profess to follow 

Christ think themselves above the law. 

Evil itself is invited when they hold 

and abuse spiritual authority, and 

shelter sin and crime. 

“Yet the scriptures, our church history, 

our theology, teach us that divine truth 

is, indeed, above political power — 

and is incorruptible. God is no demo-

crat, nor does God overlook sin. What 

is wrong is wrong, and, at times, that 

necessitates confrontation with the 

courage of Becket — albeit not his 

cause.” 

The Church must show the same cour-

age and speak up, Archbishop Welby 

said. “When children go hungry in 

21st-century Britain, we must speak — 

because God says so in scripture. . . 

When aid to the world’s poorest is cut, 

we must speak — because Christ 

commands a bias to the poor, not the 

trickle-down theory of economics 

[News, 25 November]. . . 

“When the refugee or the immigrant 

are vilified; when a Muslim woman 

cannot go on public transport without 

insult, or a Christian cannot read a Bi-

ble without persecution; when a man 

has his neck knelt on till he suffocates 

[News, 5 June]; when a pastor is ar-

rested for speaking of Christ — the 

Church of that and every country must 

say this is wrong, whatever the demo-

cratic vote or popular thinking or gov-

ernment collusion.” 

The Archbishop concluded: “Becket’s 

cause is not our own. We do know    

better than him in some areas. But, too 

often, his courage is not our own ei-

ther. . . Simplicity, humility, and bold-

ness must be our virtues as a Church.” 

The Bishop of Southwark, the Rt Revd 

Christopher Chessun, officiated at the 

service. A relic of St Thomas, which is 

kept at St George’s RC Cathedral, 

Southwark, was processed into the ca-

thedral. The Dean, the Very Revd An-

drew Nunn, said: “This was the very 

last place where Becket preached. We 

wanted to mark this part of the story 

with a special service.” 

Other events to mark the anniversary 

had to be cancelled owing to the        

pandemic. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for mission 

agencies and their ministry throughout 

the Anglican Communion, including the 

Mothers’ Union around the world. 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, 

for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey 

May God bless them and their ministries 

and may we support them as they work 

among us in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, 

the hum of the universe heard, and 

together with you and each other we 

build what is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of 

your kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr 

Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the 

parish. We remember also Jameel 

Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s 

partnership link person with us. May 

both our parishes be blessed by the 

link we are establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out 

your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come 

within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, 

may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love  of you; for the 

honour of your name. Amen. (Author 

unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death 

to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, especially for 

for all the leaders of our churches and 

country that they may govern with 

justice and integrity.   

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; John Burns; 

Andrew Brazier; Willow Brazier; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell; 

Jesse Langenegger; David Morgan; 

Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; 

Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne 

Roberts; Ramona Sharp; Sylvia; Geoff 

Voller ; Bob Woods 

Pray, too, for, George Harvey;                  

Morna Stopani; Karina Venteman;                

Rosina Raisbeck; Harry Salisbury; and 

for any others whose year’s mind falls 

around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord,                 

and let light perpetual shine upon them!  

 

 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.   

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

Midweek communion is now back held on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the Tuesday 15th December -  

 Monday 21 December - Thomas, Apostle & Martyr  
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

