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        Welcome to worship 

      Friday 25th December 2020 -   The Birth of Our Lord  

     Sunday 27th December 2020 - First Sunday after Christmas  

9.30pm     Christmas Eve - Choral Eucharist  

9.00am         Christmas Day - Choral Eucharist   

8.00am    First Sunday After Christmas - Parish Eucharist  

9.30am    First Sunday After Christmas - Choral Eucharist  

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the Apostle 

who was one of the early Church’s  

missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at Corinth, 

Paul tells how he handed on the tradition 

of the Last Supper to them and it is this 

sacred meal that we share which makes 

us one with Jesus and with the Church, 

both living and departed, today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall 

behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 

and love for all, including God’s  
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year A      Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Isaiah 9.2-7                        The First Reading          Isaiah 61.10-62.3                          

Ps 96                                        The Psalm            Ps 148                                            

Titus 2.11-14                         The Epistle             Galatians 4.4-7                                          

Luke 2.1-14 (15-20)               The Gospel            Luke 2.22-40   
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Christmas Blessings 

The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen             

Collins, along with Fr. Michael and Mrs. 

Antonia Deasey, together with the Church 

Wardens and Parish Councillors and the 

Parish Staff and Ministry Team,                         

Ms. Rosemary King, Fr. Jim Pettigrew,                 

Mr David Russell, Mrs. Judith Laurence,     

Mr. Brian Luhr  and Mrs. Caroline Badra 

extend to all Parishioners and to their  

families and to all friends of St. Paul's       

every blessing for a Holy Christmas.                 

May the love of God enfold you. 

Christmas Blessing 

I pray that, at this Christmas-tide and through the coming year, you will 

experience the love of Jesus Christ, the One who comes to us in such  

humility, and that the tenderness and gentleness of Mary, Jesus'                

Mother, will fill your lives, and that you will know the peace of God,               

Jesus' Father and our Heavenly Father, and that God's peace will 

strengthen and sustain you both now and forever more. Amen. 

With every blessing to you and your family for a holy Christmas and a 

peaceful new year. 

Thank you to David, Fr. Michael, Bailey, and the Choir 

Thank you for the time and effort that you have devoted to preparing for 

our Service of Lessons and Carols as well as for our Services for Christ-

mas. 

I am grateful to each of our Choir Members for your devotion to God 

and for your help in leading our beautiful worship each week.  

David is such a blessing to us and I thank you, David, for all that you do 

to nurture the offering of such fine music in praise of God each week  
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(especially given the constraints 

and innumerable changes forced 

on us by the Public Health Orders 

through the year). 

David, Fr. Michael, Bailey, and our 

wonderful Choir are a great                 

blessing and I thank each of you for 

your contribution to our community 

of faith. It is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to Pam and all   

of our Bell Ringers 

Our Bell Ringers faithfully call us to 

our worship of God every week and 

are a profound witness to our com-

munity that God is with us even 

through pandemics. 

We are most grateful to Pam and to 

all of our Bell Ringers for their                

dedication and service to the               

community of faith here at St. Paul's 

and to the wider community.  

Thank you to those who    

polished, dusted, cleaned, 

and gardened 

We are deeply grateful to all those 

who came to our busy bee to clean, 

polish, dust, and garden to make 

our Church and grounds so beauti-

ful as we celebrate the birth of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

was involved 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to 

all who were involved in any way at 

all in preparing the Church grounds 

and the Parish Church for                 

Christmas. This includes: the care of 

the grounds, doing odd jobs, gold, 

silver and brass cleaning, arranging 

of the flowers, dusting/cleaning/

polishing, all involved in providing 

the glorious music and readings 

and intercessions, morning teas, 

preparing altar linen, serving,                           

sidespeople, bell ringing, and so 

much else both seen and unseen. 

Thank you for the encouragement 

of your presence throughout                   

Advent and today.  

Used Stamps                                                                                                                  

We collect used stamps for                           

Anglican Board of Mission. These 

are a good source of fund raising 

for ABM. Please leave a 2cm margin 

around them if possible. 
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Staff leave  

Fr James will be on leave from 

26th of December until 8th of               

February 2021.                                                                                                                     

Caroline will be on leave from 

24th of December   till Tuesday 

12th of January 2020.  

Fr James, Fr Michael, Rosemary 

and Caroline take this opportunity 

to wish you all a very Blessed 

Christmas and a Happy and Pros-

perous New Year 2021! 

No Wednesday mid-week 

Communion between             

Christmas and February 

There will be no mid-week                  

Eucharist after Christmas and 

throughout the month of January. 

Midweek Communion is cancelled 

as of  Wednesday 30th of                            

December 2020 and will resume  

 

on Wednesday 3rd of February 

2021. 

Mosaic Project Updates  

The mosaic project is part of the 

150th Anniversary of the Church 

and has been designed by Susanna 

Mills for the tower porch. 

The creation is coming to the final 

stages. It will be installed in the 

New Year. It has been a very                        

intensive time making sure all the 

parts match and the two halves join 

up. We couldn't have done without 

the expert guidance of Susanna. 

Parish Pantry reopens in 

2021 

It will reopen on Tuesday 2nd                  

February and Thursday 4th                      

February  

Normal rules apply 

 

The flowers in the church today for our Christmas 

Celebrations are a gift of the Laurence family in loving 

memory of  

 Lorna & Bill Spicer  

    &                                                            

Eleanor & Clem Laurence  

May they rest in peace and rise with Christ in glory. 

 Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual  shine upon them! 
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Dearly Beloved, 

Grace and Peace to you. 

                  Strengthen the weak hands,  

                  and make firm the feeble knees.  

         Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  

                  “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, 

                  who will come and save you.” 

                                    —Isaiah 35.3-4 

You who sit by the bedside,                                                                                                  

who stay late to finish the report, 

who wrestle your tireless demons, 

         do not fear. 

You who gaze at the x-ray, 

who face another meeting at the school, 

who care for the aging parent,                                                                                            

  have courage. 

You who lament our cruelty and greed, 

who write letters about the climate, 

who stand in silence outside the prison,                                                                              

  stay firm. 

God is not far, nor careless, nor scornful. 

God is here, here to accompany, 

here to love, here to save.                                                                                                     

  Keep faith. 

When you are weary God will strengthen you;                                                                

when you are afraid God will sustain you;                                                                           

when you cannot go on, rest your head:                                                                              

  God will carry on.  

In your weak hands, in your feeble knees                                                                              

the Beloved is present, full of grace:                                                                                       

not the outcome but the presence, always.                                                                             

  Take courage.  
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Thank you from the                     

trading table 

Thank you for supporting the       

Trading Table by buying or             

donating fresh goods for sale. It 

has been encouraging with the           

results. We have made in excess           

of $4000 this year just from the            

trading table.  

Please keep checking what we 

have each week. Tubes of hand 

sanitizer are still available at a  

special price of $3  We have new 

unisex and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of                

marmalades (citrus, orange,              

Seville orange, Grapefruit, Blood 

Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, 

Lime & Gin, Mandarin, Cumquat 

Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some 

with whisky, Butters ( Lemon, Lime, 

lemon & lime. grapefruit, citrus) 

plum, blackberry, strawberry, 

strawberry & apple, raspberry, 

rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, pear & 

Apple jams, Quince jelly, Crab  

Apple jelly, not to mention the 

chutneys. 

If you would like a particular type 

of jam, marmalade or chutney 

please let me know and will try to 

make it for you. 

MASKS: There are a couple of 

beautiful homemade masks           

available at $5 each. They have 

been very popular  

St Paul’s Torches are still available 

$2 each and mugs at $10 

St Paul’s Christmas cards will also 

be available for purchase packs of 

5 for $3 or 10 for $6 

St Paul’s Calendars available $25 

each 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and 

would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at var-

ying prices. 

Plants: Herbs rosemary, chives, 

parsley available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 

each 

White and Blue Salvia, African    

Daisies, Jacobean, Stephanotis, 

succulents plus more 

We have a selection of books and 

DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in 

the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service 

would like some jams/marmalades 

please contact Pam and she will 

organize them for you to collect. 
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/major-rolling-back-of-covid-19-

restrictions-nsw 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical 

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  

served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Ringing 

During the COVID-19 times you will have noticed the varying                   

number of bells that have been rung  for the services that were held              

either outside, in the chapel or back into the body of the church. The  

only times the bells were silent was during the time of the online                    

services (5th April – 10th May).  

The tenor was tolled for all the services that were held in person during 

the isolation times when they were held every half hour firstly outside, 

then in the chapel. A comment from an interested  person in the                 

community said -  ‘the single bell tolling during the lockdown was a 

poignant but welcome sound during that otherwise silent time’.  

When things relaxed to one person per 4 square metres with 1.5metre 

distancing, we were able have 4 ringers due to the size of the tower.                              

We had rung this number of bells from 7th June till 6th December. 

On Sunday 13th December we were able to ring 6 bells as the                    

distancing was relaxed to one person per  2 square metres.                 

This was very pleasing as the repertoire on 4 bells is very limiting.                   

I hope you  enjoyed hearing the  extra bells and noticed the difference!  

Pam Brock                                                                                                                    

Tower Captain 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 12) 

by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nativity – Part of East Window 

Luke 2: 8-20 

We can see all the usual beloved characters in this window: Baby Jesus 

in the manger, surrounded by his mother Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, 

the ox and ass (there’s a lamb asleep, or maybe dead, under the man-

ger),  and the star from Matthew’s gospel (Matt 2: 9-10) above them all.  I 

really love the adoring new father look on the face of Joseph! And baby 

Jesus looks at Joseph, smiling.  Everyone’s gaze – even the ox’s - is fo-

cussed on the Christ child.  Except the younger shepherd, who is look-

ing directly at us, inviting us in.  Because the shepherds came to see the 

baby, it’s fair enough to expect sheep, but why the ox and ass?  They’re 

not in Luke.   
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According to Jewish dietary laws, 

the ox is an “unclean” animal, the 

ass is “clean”. The ox is seen as              

Israel, and the ass as the Gentiles.   

Peter had a vision.  (Acts 10: 9-29) 

He dreamt of a sheet being low-

ered from heaven with all kinds              

of animals on it, clean and unclean 

by Jewish dietary law.  He heard a 

voice telling him to get up and eat.  

Peter said, “No, Lord!  I’ve never 

eaten anything unclean.” The    

second time this happened in the 

vision, and Peter refused, God        

replied “What God has made     

clean, you must not call                 

profane.”  (Acts 10: 15) It                        

happened three times.  Before his 

vision Peter believed that the               

message of the gospel was only    

for Jews.  After it he realised that 

the gospel message was for all – 

whether Jew or Gentile. 

 By placing the ox and the ass side 

by side in the stable where the 

Christ child was born, the                           

traditions are reinforcing what               

Peter said after his vision, that  

“God has shown me that I should 

not call anyone profane or                         

unclean” (Acts 10: 28)  

 

God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. 

(Gen 1:31)   God is inviting us all to 

embrace the mystery of the incar-

nation. And we can joyfully sing 

with the heavenly hosts: 

Glory to God in the highest 

And on earth peace among those 

whom he favours! (Luke 2: 14) 

https://orthodoxartsjournal.org/

why-an-ass-and-an-ox-in-the-

nativity-icon/ 

Acts 10 - Peter's Vision and Un-

clean Animals — David Wilber 

The Nativity features as December 

in the 2021 Calendar! Calendars 

are still available for $25.  

Ask Kerin or Pam. 

This window was a gift of                               

parishioners. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

 

https://orthodoxartsjournal.org/why-an-ass-and-an-ox-in-the-nativity-icon/
https://orthodoxartsjournal.org/why-an-ass-and-an-ox-in-the-nativity-icon/
https://orthodoxartsjournal.org/why-an-ass-and-an-ox-in-the-nativity-icon/
https://davidwilber.com/articles/acts-ten-peters-vision-and-unclean-animals
https://davidwilber.com/articles/acts-ten-peters-vision-and-unclean-animals
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Christmas Day 

– Friday 25 December 2020 

 Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98; 

 Hebrews 1.1-12; John 1.1-14 

This Gospel reading for Christmas Day is chosen 

from St John. It sets the coming of Jesus in cosmic 

terms. God chooses to rescue humankind by  inserting himself into our 

reality.  

Why do we celebrate the birth of Jesus in such a focused way?  Because 

the saving event of His death and resurrection only makes sense if we 

know who he is - both truly human and truly divine. Jesus does not simp-

ly turn up to go to his death, but enters human life as we do, and lives his 

life before the people. It is precisely because of who he is that his death 

is redemptive for us and the whole of creation. 

 We give thanks for Jesus coming among us, blessing all things mate-

rial by his presence. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Holy                  

Nativity at Bethlehem and pray for all who worship our God-made-

flesh there at this time.  

Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

  © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

New Offertory Envelopes are NOW available  

The new series of Offertory  Envelopes are now               

available from the back of the church. 

The Offertory Envelope is a systematic way to give                 

regularly to the work of our Church – it is also an act of  worship as we  

offer it in the Plate each week where it if “offered” at the Altar, together 

with the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust donation and include your name for your 

receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                        

AND For Community Choir    

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry 

BSB:          032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is 

for the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your  generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from 14th DEC - 20th DEC and other 

donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2445                                           

≈ Parish Pantry: $315                                                   

≈ Building Fund: $10                                              

≈ Trading Table: $500  

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $3270 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 READ AND DIGEST…  

Yes, we should play God 

But not the powerful bully of our own making, says Tom 

Wright 

HUMAN beings are given power on the very first page of the Bible. In 

Genesis 1, various features of the newly made world (vegetation, birds, 

and animals) are given instructions to multiply, to flourish, and to get 

on with being themselves and with propagating their own species. 

When humans are made, however, there is an extra dimension. 

Humans, too, are commanded to be fruitful and multiply (1.28), but 

they are given an extra awesome and responsible vocation: to “have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creep-

ing thing that creeps upon the earth” (1.26, 28). 

Power, in other words, comes from God and is given to human beings. 

Howls of protest have greeted this kind of statement. We are only too 

well aware of the destructive results when people hear the word 

“dominion” and assume that it means “exploitation.” 

Some have seen this as the root cause of our present environmental 

crisis. Some have urged that we regard this vocation as cancelled by 

the “fall” in Genesis 3, but we find it again in Psalm 8, which the early 

Christians regularly cited in connection with Jesus. 

In a poem celebrating the greatness and majesty of God, the Psalmist 

declares that, although humans are apparently small and insignificant 

compared with the sun, moon, and stars, God has “crowned them with 

glory and honor”, giving them “dominion” (that word again) over the 

rest of the earth. 

I do not think the Psalmist was naïve. The dangerous folly of the human 

race was all too apparent then as now. But the vocation is reaffirmed — 

setting up the biblical version of the puzzle we have already sketched. 
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How does the Bible resolve it? 

One of the principal ways in which the issue is resolved in the Bible Je-

sus knew is through the theme of wisdom. Human beings are called to 

be “wise”, to find that, through humble reverence before the living cre-

ator God, they themselves will gain insight and understanding into how 

to manage not only their own lives, but all the other aspects of the world 

in which they find themselves. 

The classic text here is the book of Proverbs and the various other Jew-

ish texts that expound on and apply it. In particular, the vocation to be 

the chief ruler of God’s people was seen to require “wisdom” of a type 

that could only be the gift of God. Solomon, aware of his awesome re-

sponsibilities, prays for wisdom, so that he can rule as king with proper 

discernment between good and evil (1 Kings 3.6-9). 

THIS theme is developed in two famous portraits of biblical heroes who, 

without becoming kings as such, are acknowledged by the actual rulers 

to possess superior wisdom, and are therefore put in authority under 

the king and over the kingdom, in much the way humans are under God 

and over the world. The two are Joseph in the court of Pharaoh, and 

Daniel in the court at Babylon. 

Their stories display the nuanced ways in which their power was rooted 

in faithfulness to God, expressed in remarkable insight, recognised by 

their respective monarchs, and exercised in practice. 

When it comes to kings, another psalm holds out a majestic vision of 

the ways in which “dominion” is supposed to be exercised: 

Give the king your justice, O God,                                                                            

and your righteousness to a king’s son.                                                                  

May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor                              

with justice. . .                                                                                                                             

May he have dominion from sea to sea,                                                                    

and from the River to the ends of the earth. . .                                                          
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For he delivers the needy when the call, the poor and those who               

have no helper.                                                                                                                                

He has pity on the weak and the needy,                                                                       

and saves the lives of the needy.                                                                                  

From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is 

their blood in his sight.     Psalm 72.1-2, 8, 12-14 

 That’s what “dominion” is there for. It can easily be exploited for one’s 

own advantage, as we all know. The stories of monarchies, including the 

ancient Hebrew monarchies, are full of such abuses, but there is a true 

use to which rulers can and must be recalled. 

Pope Francis confronts the COVID storm 

His new book draws attention to a ‘fake populism’ that has taken hold, 

says Angus Ritchie 

THE Vatican was in uproar when Galileo declared that the earth moved 

around the sun. But a new book by Pope Francis shows that the Church 

can lead rather than oppose a Copernican revolution. 

In his new book, Let Us Dream (News, 27 November), the Pope invites 

us to build a politics in which the poorest citizens are no longer seen as 

a hard-to-reach periphery, but as the centre around which the rest of 

the firmament must revolve. 

In March, he likened the pandemic to a storm that was exposing our 

vulnerability and uncovering “those false and superfluous certainties 

around which we have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, 

our habits and priorities”. Published eight months later, Let Us Dream 

is both a meditation on the realities that this “storm” has uncovered and 

a call to act on what has been revealed. 

The Pope denounces the “exclusionary rhetoric” of a populism that 

“focuses on perceived enemies, internal and external”. Far from                  

developing popular agency, it “reduces the people to a faceless mass it 

claims to represent”. Coronavirus has unmasked this as a fake                     

populism — run by and for members of the very elites that it claims to 
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condemn, with little concern for the welfare of the people whose anger 

they seek to harness. 

Yet Francis also warns against a reversion to the status quo ante. This  

divisive and destructive populism germinated because mainstream 

politics had lost its moorings in the lives and institutions of ordinary  

citizens. 

As I have argued in my book Inclusive Populism (Comment, 28 June 

2019), the Left has its own form of “fake populism”, which claims to act 

in the interests of the poorest, but, in reality, looks down on their                   

institutions and attitudes as backward and outdated. 

In lockdown, this has been particularly evident on social media. Pope 

Francis offers a critique of “cancel” culture as a “game of power” which 

reflects “a fragility of selfhood, a loss of roots, in which security is found 

in discrediting others through narratives that let us feel righteous and 

give us reasons for silencing others”. 

The Pope challenges his readers to move from rhetoric to encounter.  

As he observes, “we cannot go to the periphery in the abstract.” This 

Copernican revolution has implications for the Church, calling it back 

to the New Testament reality of a body with the poorest at its heart, not 

just a heart for the poor. 

Let Us Dream is, above all, a call to engagement: for churches to open 

their doors to movements of “self-organised citizens” who are acting for 

justice on issues such as “labour, land, and lodgings”. 

The inclusive populism of community-organising is a concrete example 

of such engagement. Although it is best known for its campaigns, the 

most valuable long-term impact of such organising is the development 

of grass-roots leaders, and the building of relationships of solidarity 

and trust among the people of a neighbourhood. 

The Living Wage Campaign is a case in point, having begun in 2001 

with a gathering of churches, mosques, schools, and unions involved in 

east London’s community-organising alliance. It was the testimony and 



24 

action of ordinary families, and the collective power of their institutions, 

which won the crucial early victories. 

The Pope sees “the people” not in terms of a homogeneous religious or 

ethnic group, but something woven together by the struggle to build a 

common life. Here, in east London, where housing allocation has been a 

source of communal tension, community-organising has deepened the 

bonds of trust and solidarity, as residents organise together to secure  

affordable and locally led developments. 

He calls on churches both to engage in this work and to offer “spiritual 

accompaniment” to the organising process. Indeed, Let Us Dream is                  

itself an exercise in spiritual accompaniment. It helps readers to                 

recognise and respond to the work of the Holy Spirit in their individual 

and corporate experience. 

It is fitting that this book has been released at the start of this very dif-

ferent Advent. In the midst of Covid, all of us are learning afresh what it 

means to watch and wait. Today, Christians wait for a God who became 

flesh, not in a hub of worldly power, but on its periphery. 

The Pope’s vision of politics is shaped by this reality. The Copernican 

revolution into which he is inviting us is one that began 20 centuries ago. 

It is needed now more than ever. 

Canon Angus Ritchie is director of the Centre for Theology and                 

Community and the author of Inclusive Populism: Creating citizens for a 

global age (University of Notre Dame Press, 2019). 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for the Peace of 

Jerusalem and the People of Bethlehem 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, 

for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey 

May God bless them and their ministries 

and may we support them as they work 

among us in Christ’s name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy  

of your generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust;  

Pray throughout  

the week 
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lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world,  our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, we remember  

this week all those who are lonely 

especially at this joyous time of the Birth 

of Our Lord. May they comforted 

knowing that God love them.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; John Burns; 

June Cameron; Greg; Grace Mao-Jing; 

Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger; David 

Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark 

Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Geoff Riccord; 

Joanne Roberts; Ramona Sharp; Geoff 

Voller ; Bob Woods 

Pray, too, for, Audrey Elaine Darke; 

Trevor Herbert Curtis; Ivia Walker;              

Fr Tony Wood; Edna Kathleen Stubbs; 

Elias Nemer Chamie; Cicely Minola 

O’Brien and for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.                          

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

There will be no midweek communion between Christmas and 

February.  The First Communion Service will be on Wednesday 3rd of 

February 2020  

Commemorations noted by the Tuesday 15th December -  

 Saturday 26 December –  Stephen, Deacon & First Martyr 

 Sunday 27 December – John, Apostle & Evangelist 

 Monday 28 December – Holy Innocents  

 Tuesday 29 December – Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury  

 Wednesday 30 December – Josephine Butler, social reformer (d.1384) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

