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    Welcome to worship 

     Sunday 21st February 2021 - First Sunday in Lent 

      

8.00am    Parish Eucharist  

9.30am    Choral Eucharist  

Our parish’s patron is St Paul the       

Apostle who was one of the early 

Church’s missionary leaders.  

A dynamic preacher, he visited                      

communities  located around the                   

Mediterranean Sea and in Asia Minor 

proclaiming the good news of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In his first letter to the Church at                   

Corinth, Paul tells how he handed on 

the tradition of the Last Supper to them 

and it is this sacred meal that we share 

which makes us one with Jesus and with 

the Church, both living and departed, 

today. 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall 

behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Genesis 9.8-17                          The First Reading         Genesis 17.1-7,15-16                         

Ps 25.1-10                                  The Psalm                Ps 22.24-32                                            

1 Peter 3.18-22                       The Epistle                  Romans 4.13-25                   

Mark 1.9-15                            The Gospel                   Mark 8.31-38   
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-

rules 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical 

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  

served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized! 

Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into the family of God, 

the Church, through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, Emma Gesilda 

Theiss. 

Please pray for Emma, her parents and her Godmother that they may 

know God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with God’s love. 

Thank you from the trading table 

 Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating 

fresh goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised 

$115.25last Sunday. 

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin, 

Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon, 

Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit) plum. strawberry, strawberry & apple, 

raspberry, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, 

Crab Apple jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko & Ginger, 

Pear & Apple, Cumquat,  mango, Paw Paw,  savoury tomato & basil & 

spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian honey. 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  
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Fresh baked goods available most 

Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches & fans are still                     

available $2 each, post cards $1 and 

mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Calendars: there is still some 

available at a special price $16 each, 

have you got one? 

Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each 

Cane Magazine Rack & Planter: $10 

each 

Small hanging clothes rack $8 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and 

would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at varying 

prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley 

available for $2 each 

             Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

             White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus 

      more 

We have a selection of books and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If  

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first. 

Pam Brock 

             

The flowers in the church today 

are in loving memory of  

                                                                 

Lady Angela Margaret Carrick 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Always remembered and very 

much missed by her family. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto her                      

O Lord,                                                                                                       

and let light perpetual shine 

upon her. 
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History of Mothering           

Sunday - 4th Sunday in Lent 

Mothering Sunday is a day               

honouring mothers and mother 

churches, celebrated in the British 

isles and elsewhere in the English 

speaking world on the fourth Sun-

day in Lent since the Middle Ages. 

Beginning as a religious event, in 

16th century, this was the day when 

Christians would visit their ‘mother’ 

church, i.e. where they had been 

baptised.  

In the Northern Hemisphere Simnel 

Cake had begun to appear around 

11th Century as a celebration of 

Easter and Springtime. The                

association being that Springtime 

was when the world came back to 

life.  

It was not until after Henry VIII’s 

break with Rome that Simnel cake 

became associated with Mothering 

Sunday, when girls in servitude 

would bring a cake  and presents 

for their mother. The tradition of 

fasting in Lent was suspended on 

this day and a day of feasting               

occurred.  Why simnel cake?                  

Because butter and cream were not 

allowed in Lent and this cake did 

not require any dairy products. 

Eggs were always available and its 

principal ingredients were all dried 

or preserved. Also it was                           

unleavened, seemingly  making it 

even more appropriate. 

By the 17th century these cakes  

had become very fancy with layers 

of marzipan through a light fruit 

cake and 11 balls of marzipan on 

the top, one for each disciple                  

except Judas. Over time each             

district devised its own version of 

this cake. 

By the early 20th c. simnel cake had 

become the treat we know today.  

It is mostly regarded as an Easter 

Cake but in the Church of England 

you will still find it being given on 

the Fourth Sunday of Lent or                  

Laetare Sunday when Mother’s Day 

is celebrated in Europe. 

ST PAUL’S CELEBRATION OF 

MOTHERING SUNDAY THIS YEAR 

Due to COVID restrictions we will 

not be distributing Simnel Cake at 

our services. (There is a lot of                 

handling involved). It is after all a 

symbol of servitude.  

Mothering Sunday will be                         

celebrated but with the emphasis of 

thinking of all those who have                  

nurtured us and given us life.  
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY MARY MCPHERSON! 
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Reverence in Church (especially during Lent) 

As a child I was taught always to whisper or speak quietly in church,     

except when joining in acts of public worship, and only to speak at all 

other times when absolutely necessary. The church building was a holy 

place, where people came to pray and to wait upon God in silence, and 

to engage in chatter was to show both a lack of respect for God and a 

lack of consideration for other worshippers. 

St. Basil, one of the great preachers of the early church, lamented                

people who “hurry to church, but when they arrive pay no heed to the 

word of God, but smiling and shaking hands with each other they turn 

the house of prayer into a place of endless gossiping. They miss the               

sacred opportunity to speak God's glory in his temple, and they are a  

distraction to their neighbors by turning their attention away from God 

to themselves.” 

What is our purpose in coming to worship. We do come to enjoy                

fellowship with other members of the congregation, but that isn’t why 

we gather; rather, we come together to worship God. Basil puts his                

finger on the point when he draws attention to the two directions of                

worship. We come to listen to what God has to say to us, and to offer him 

thanks and praise for what he has done for us. True fellowship springs 

out of our common experience of worship. When, however, we focus our 

attention primarily on our meeting with one another, it tends to become 

more a meeting with like-minded individuals or friends than with fellow

-worshippers, with all the dangers of exclusive groups within the             

wider congregation.  There is wisdom in the old adage: “Before the               

service talk to God; during the  service let God talk to you; after the           

service talk with one another.” 

Most of us are so caught up with the multitudinous activities of daily life 

that we find we have to make some effort to “tune in” to God in church. 

A good way to begin is to respect the attempt of others to do so, and not 

put impediments in their way. 
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I also want St. Paul’s to be a place where children are welcome and where 

babies can cry otherwise we will die out and that would be contrary to 

the will of God and most irreverent! 

We are blest to have our young  families attend and it is a source of great 

encouragement to me that we are seeing so many children in our                            

worship. It is our duty to nurture new generations of Anglican Christians 

and if they aren’t welcome at St. Paul’s then we will have failed them and 

God. 

God is breathing new life back into the Parish and it is essentially                     

because we are turning to God in humility, not arrogance, and reaching 

out to our community with the love of God. 

I do not believe for a moment that God wants St. Paul’s to close and I 

thank God for you and for those whom God has called here to help build 

up this very clunky and rather lovely Parish. 

The Offertory 

The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves 

(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)  

to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble offering 

of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God chooses to be             

present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus Christ. 

Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the body 

of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at the                  

beginning of the Offertory Hymn. 

Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people 

and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of 

ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and the 

wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms 

Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have the 

collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so they 

put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then taken up 

during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine. Welcomers bring up 
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the collection along with but after those who bring up the elements of 

bread and wine as soon as the Offertory Hymn (after all, it is called the 

Offertory Hymn and not the collection hymn) commences. 

Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole           

interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal 

disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central 

place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the Chris-

tian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and proba-

bly before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God in a 

way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word (taken 

from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The Liturgy of 

The  Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ) through      

The Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of our liturgy.  

Cranmer’s great contribution to the liturgy was to prune all of the              

arcane and superstitious nonsense out and to restore the liturgy to the 

true and ancient form that unites us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and        

Apostolic Church. This is the shape of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s  

faithfully observe as we worship the Word spoken and the Word broken 

and I will not have this liturgy dumbed down nor will I have it tarted up – 

as I said on Sunday, although I am a cradle Anglican I choose to remain 

an Anglican because our worship is beautiful and our worship inspires,                   

challenges, and compels us to love our neighbour. 

Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love 

our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that: 

“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters,  are                    

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 

cannot love God whom they have not seen.” 

Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more                                

understanding, and more loving. 
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Annual General Meeting of 

Parishioners 

Notice is hereby given of the                 

Annual General Meeting of                     

Parishioners for the Anglican            

Parish of St. Paul's, Burwood, to be 

held on Sunday 21st of March, 

2021, following the 9.30 a.m.                   

Eucharist at approximately                

11.45 a.m. in the Large Hall.                                       

Please see the Agenda below: 

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, 

BURWOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 21st MARCH, 2021 

AGENDA 

(a) to receive the declarations of 

 those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a                          

 quorum is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the 

 name of the person appointed 

 by the minister as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to 

 be wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not 

qualified persons should be 

elected as  members of the 

parish council and if in the                  

affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 

 elected persons, and 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be 

those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or 

 persons to the office of auditor 

 of the financial statements and 

 accounts of the wardens, and 

(j) to receive a report about  

 ministry within the parish from 

 the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the 

wardens about the exercise of                     

wardens’ functions 

(l) to receive and pass or                  

 otherwise determine on the  

 financial statements of the 

 wardens 

(m) to receive and pass or                   

otherwise determine on the  

financial statements of the  

trustees of Blacket House 

(n) to make such recommend-         

 dations as it may wish on any 

 matter connected with the 

 business of the church or            

 parish, including any matter 

 which it is appropriate for the 

 wardens or parish council to

 deal with 



15 

(o) to give directions as to the confirmation of the minutes of the                                

 meeting at or after its conclusion 

Lenten Study 

The Lenten study this year is a profoundly penetrating meditation on the 

Passion of Jesus as recorded in Mark 8: 31-38 as we reflect on 

‘Meditations On The Passion’ by two of the greatest 20th century                         

theologians, Jurgen Moltmann and Johann Baptist Metz. . A portion of the 

text will be included in the pew sheet each week for each of us to read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest (pls. see pp.16-23). I suggest that, as each 

portion is quite short in length, you take the opportunity to read the               

portion each day, along with the text from Mark’s Gospel, as we ponder 

deeply Christ’s Passion.  

 

More Like Jesus 

Let us be more like Jesus                                                                                                    

In everything we do;                                                                                                         

Let’s live a life of service,                                                                                                

A life that’s fresh and new. 

 

Let’s relinquish worldly things,                                                                                           

And not be slaves to fashion;                                                                                             

Let’s fill our hearts with love,                                                                                             

Forgiveness and compassion.                                                                                                

 

Yes, let’s be more like Jesus,                                                                                               

Being always in God’s will,                                                                                                  

For if Jesus’ light shines through us,                                                                                       

Our earthly purpose we’ll fulfill. 

 

- By Joanna Fuchs 
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LENTEN STUDY 2 
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Mozart & Beethoven: Chamber Music Concert                                 

at St Paul's Anglican Church, Burwood  

Saturday 6th of March, 7PM - 8PM 

Some of Sydney's best young musicians join together to perform an                

exciting Chamber Music concert, featuring works by Beethoven and  

Mozart. 

Presented at St Paul's Anglican Church, Burwood, the programme                 

features Beethoven stunning Sextet for 2 horns and strings, as well as 

Mozart's famous Divertimento in D Major. Finishing the concert is                    

Mozart's 'A Musical Joke', a work that commentators argue is satirical in 

purpose, with Mozart mocking the work of incompetent composers of  

his time. 

Nick Mooney | Horn 

Jack Stephens | Horn 

Amanda Chen | Violin I 

Marrianne Liu | Violin II 

Dana Lee | Viola 

Christina Soobee Kim | Cello 

Jaan Pallandi | Bass 

Tickets: $30/$20 

www.tinyurl.com/mozartbeethoven 

http://www.tinyurl.com/mozartbeethoven
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, CARCOAR – DIOCESE OF BATHURST 
 

On a recent visit to the Central West of NSW, Neil McEwan, Owen Chambers and David Russell 
caught up with long-time friend and fellow chorister, Francis Dorman. Francis sang in our carol                    
service last December and is a member of the Board of the Brotherhood of the Good Shepherd, 
a charitable organisation in the Diocese of Bathurst. He lives in Carcoar with his wife Martha and 
daughter Lucy. As well as being a singer, Francis is a keen organist and has played the instru-
ments at both the Anglican and Catholic Churches in Carcoar. 

 
Francis has provided the following information about the plight of our “sister church”: 

 
St Paul's Church Carcoar was designed by Edmund Blacket, with the foundation stone being laid 
in 1845. The building was first used for worship in 1848 and then consecrated in 1849. 

In 1874-75, the tower and shingled wooden spire placed above the chancel were added. The 
church has a lovely single manual organ built by C. Richardson, Sydney around 1900, and                        
installed as a memorial to Susanna Emily Henn-Gennys. The organ was restored in 2001 by Roger 
H. Pogson Pty Ltd of Orange. St Paul’s Carcoar is the second oldest church west of the Blue 
Mountains, after Holy Trinity, Kelso. 

 
St Paul’s Church has been part of the community since the 1840’s and still many local families 
have links to the church, with many memorials in the church, and people buried outside in the 
church yard. Carcoar’s beloved Anglican Church, St Paul’s is being sold by the Bathurst Anglican 
Diocese to help pay redress victims. The St Paul’s Association Carcoar has been set up by                         
community members to save the historic building, and the Association aims to purchase,                       
maintain and run St Paul’s as a non-denominational chapel to ensure it remains a fundamental 
part of the village, just as it has for the last 175 years.  

 
The community needs to raise $450,000 to purchase St Paul’s. They have just under $100,000 to 
go for the community to be able to retain ownership of this historic building. All donations are 
highly appreciated, however large or small.  

 
If you would like to help with a donation towards this appeal, monies can be deposited into the 
following account: 

Account Name: St Paul’s Association Carcoar Inc. 

BSB: 082-441 

Account Number: 441762238 

The community has until 16 March to raise the funds after which the church will be placed on 
the commercial market. 

 
NOTE: Donations under $200 will not be refunded should the Association not be successful in 
the purchase of St Paul’s but will be donated to another association in Carcoar. 

 
Follow them on Facebook @St Paul’s Carcoar for more updates. 
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                            

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects 

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We 

have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up 

the good work.     

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  

Normal rules apply. 

Used Stamps                                                                                                                  

We collect used stamps for Anglican Board of                    

Mission. These are a good source of fund raising for 

ABM.  

Please leave a 2cm margin around them if possible. 
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 PARISH PANTRY LIST  



30 

 Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10;  

 1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15  

After the Flood God makes a covenant with             

Noah never to destroy all flesh again, the sign of 

which is God’s bow in the sky, the rainbow.                

Baptism is a bit like the flood: dying and rising 

in water. At Jesus’ own baptism, the Spirit                

descends and a voice from heaven pronounces Jesus’ sonship. But then 

something unexpected happens. Instead of basking in the acclamation, 

Jesus is immediately driven into the wilderness, tempted by Satan. After 

the temptation he is ready to preach repentance. 

 Holy Jesus, because of your death and resurrection we too can be 

baptised in the Spirit. Grant us the wisdom and courage to proclaim: 

repent, and believe in the good news! 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the 

Philippines 

Text: The Rev Kate Ross, St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican  

  Board of Mission, 2021 

FREE to a good home 
 

OFFICE CHAIRS 

In good condition 

 

If interested please see Rosemary 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

from 12th Feb 2021 - 18th Feb 2021 and 

other donations:                                                                           

≈ Offertory: $2160                                                    

≈ Parish Pantry: $725                                                       

≈ Building Fund: $10                                                   

 TOTAL OF GIVING: $2895 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 15) 

       by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Agony in the Garden – South Transept 

Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14: 32-42; Luke 22: 39-46; John 17: 1-25 

Jesus has the Last Supper with his disciples.  He and the disciples go to 

the garden of Gethsemane to pray.  Jesus, anguished and grieved, takes 

Peter, James and John aside with him, asking them to stay awake with him 

while he prays.  Jesus goes a little further off and prays to his heavenly 

Father to “let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want, but what you 

want.” (Matthew 26: 39) Jesus came back to the disciples and finds them 

asleep. Are they drunk?  He addresses Peter: “Could you not stay awake 

with me one hour?” Jesus goes back again to pray.  This time he says 

“your will be done.” He goes back again the disciples, and again they are 

all asleep! He doesn’t worry about waking and chastising them this time 
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but goes back to pray for the third 

time.  Then, returning for the third 

time, the disciples still asleep, he 

wakes them and says “the hour is at 

hand…Get up, let us be going.” Jesus 

accepts the limitations and weak-

ness of his followers and has come 

to terms with his own fate. 

In this window we see the contrast 

between the beauty and solitude of 

the garden and Jesus’ mental an-

guish as he prays to his Father and 

considers his options: the calm 

greens and blues of the garden, and 

the purple cityscape in the back-

ground, and the clashing, violent 

red of Jesus’ robe. Yet his face is se-

rene and his hands are softly 

clasped – perhaps this is the end of 

the third time of prayer, when he 

has accepted his fate and is ready 

to go and meet it. 

I am a Lord of the Rings fan.  

Strangely enough, this scene                    

reminds me of Frodo at the Council 

of Elrond. The Council comes                   

together to decide what will happen 

to the Ring – how to destroy it, and 

who will do this.  They discuss and 

argue, they come to an impasse.  

Frodo goes through the same series 

of thought processes as Jesus: the 

anguish, the wanting to be relieved 

of the great burden, the realisation 

that he is the only one that can do it, 

then finally accepting that he must 

do it.  If he does not succeed, all of 

their worlds will be destroyed, and 

they will all be enslaved.  And later 

when the Fellowship breaks up, he 

knows he must do it alone. What im-

mense courage! 

A great dread fell on him, as if he was 

awaiting the pronouncement of some 

doom that he had long foreseen and 

vainly hoped might after all never be 

spoken.  An overwhelming longing to 

rest and remain at peace … filled all 

his heart.  At last with an effort he 

spoke, and wondered to hear his own 

words, as if some other will was using 

his small voice. “I will take the Ring, 

he said, “though I do not know the 

way.” P. 270 

Tolkein, JRR, The Fellowship of the 

Ring, Harper Collins, 1954.  

This is one of two windows given in 

memory of Joseph Henry Storey 

who died 1940, and Mary Stella              

Storey who died in 1916. There is a 

brass plaque to the left of the                          

window in memory of Henry                    

Sydney Parnell Storey (1875-1954) 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s             

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by 

Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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St Benedict and the place of personal prayer - By Luigi Gioia 

St Benedict’s instructions for prayer give voice to the whole Church, but 

not at the expense of the individual, says Luigi Gioia 

THE first image that comes to our minds when we think of monastic life 

is nuns and monks wearing wide-sleeved, hooded cowls, either                        

processing or standing, bowing, and chanting in their assigned stalls in 

richly decorated choirs. 

They gather to pray together up to seven times a day, starting before 

dawn with matins and ending with compline just before going to bed. 

Every day, they devote three to five hours to this activity, which is called 

opus Dei, “the work of God”; or the “Office”, by singing psalms, reading 

scripture, celebrating the eucharist. 

Times of silence follow the readings, but usually are very short — a way 

of catching one’s breath before moving on to the next psalm. Each detail 

in this activity is codified, and there is very little place left for spontanei-

ty or the expression of the individual’s feelings or needs. 

Monastics might have to sing a joyful psalm even if in that moment they 

are upset, or a psalm of distress even when they feel perfectly at peace. 

They know that during the liturgy they are expressing the feelings of the 

whole Church, giving voice to Sisters and Brothers who are suffering or 

in need in the other parts of the globe. 

The Rule of St Benedict (RB) devotes some 19 chapters to the meticulous 

description of the way in which the Office should be celebrated: timing, 

content, posture, delays, negligence, and even exceptions, such as pray-

ing the Office in places located far from the chapel or while traveling 

(RB 50 and 51). 

Common liturgical prayer is at the heart of the spiritual life of the          

community and of each nun and monk — a principle enshrined in one  

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  
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of the crucial sentences of the 

Rule: “Nothing is to be preferred 

to the Work of God” (RB 43.3). 

IN CONTRAST, St Benedict speaks 

very little about personal prayer, 

and only incidentally. It would be 

tempting to attribute such brevity 

to a devaluation of personal pray-

er as compared with liturgical 

prayer. 

Benedictine spirituality has always 

flirted with formalism, as if                  

spiritual life depended on the 

number of psalms sung during a 

given day, on the quality of the 

singing, on perfect timing, on the 

beauty of the celebration, and the 

splendour of vestments. 

Therefore, monastics, too, need to 

be reminded that Christianity is 

first of all about cultivating a               

personal relation of trust and love 

with God, as Jesus makes clear 

when he warns that we should 

avoid imitating “the hypocrites 

who love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street               

corners to be seen by others”,  

and the “pagans who think they 

will  be heard because of their 

many words”, and instead invites 

us to pray to God our Father “in 

the secret” of our hearts                                    

(cf. Matthew 6.5-8). 

Interestingly, Jesus’s “secret” is 

suggested in Benedict’s                   

acknowledgement that there are 

times in which monastics might 

want to pray by themselves 

(peculiariter, RB 52.3) or in private 

(secretius, RB 52.4). 

Just as with his hesitation with                   

regards to the quantity of food or 

drink that should be distributed to 

each nun or monk (RB 39 and 40), 

the concision of Benedict’s 

thoughts on prayer has an obvious 

explanation: prayer depends on 

individual dispositions, and                 

therefore cannot be imposed 

through external regulations. 

All that a Rule should do about 

personal prayer is create the                    

conditions that protect its freedom 

and its spontaneity. 

At the same time, despite their 

brevity, the passages of the Rule 

that talk about prayer brim with 

terse and yet evocative insights on 

what makes it truly genuine. 

These remarks tend to be all the 

more striking as they occur almost                   

inadvertently, as for example in 

chapter 52, “The Oratory of the                   

Monastery”, which deals with the 
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place where monks should gather for their liturgical prayer: 

“The oratory ought to be what it is called, and nothing else is to be done 

or stored there. After the Work of God, all should leave in complete               

silence and with reverence for God, so that a brother who may wish to 

pray alone will not be disturbed by the insensitivity of another. 

“Moreover, if at other times someone chooses to pray privately, he may 

simply go in and pray, not in a loud voice, but with tears and heartfelt 

devotion. Accordingly, anyone who does not pray in this manner is not to 

remain in the oratory after the Work of God, as we have said; then he 

will not interfere with anyone else.” (RB 52) 

IN THE monastery there should be a hall especially set apart for prayer. 

We should not forget that Benedict was writing for sixth-century                    

monastics before clear architectural conventions about the structure of a 

monastery had been established. 

Just as today most churches are not just places for liturgical celebrations 

but often host social or cultural events, so ancient monastics might have 

been tempted to use part of their chapel for storage or as a meeting 

place. The interest of this chapter, however, lies in the explanation               

Benedict gives for this norm. 

He is not concerned about the misuse of a sacred space, but wants to 

make sure that there is a place where Sisters and Brothers can pray                  

privately at any time of the day. Here, however, he drops an unexpected 

sentence that captures the essence of his idea of personal prayer: if 

someone “chooses to pray privately, he may simply go in and 

pray” (simpliciter intret et oret). 

The obvious meaning of this sentence is that the Sister or the Brother 

should feel free to enter the chapel directly, naturally, discreetly, and 

spontaneously. This betrays Benedict’s conviction that personal prayer 

cannot be ritualised or codified in the same way as liturgical prayer, and 

should be left to everyone’s initiative. 

In Latin, however, the same adverb (simpliciter) can also have the                 

ethical meaning of “sincerely, candidly, genuinely”. Benedict uses it with 
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this meaning when he says that, if 

a monastic visiting from                      

another community is “simply 

[simpliciter] content with what he 

finds, he should be received for as 

long a time as he wishes” (RB 

61.3). 

In this case, the sentence quoted 

above can be interpreted as                        

indicating the qualities of authen-

tic prayer: if someone desires to 

pray alone in private, let him enter 

and pray sincerely, candidly, genu-

inely. We should therefore look for 

clues that explain what Benedict 

means by a sincere, candid, genu-

ine, simple personal prayer. 

The adverb simpliciter resonates 

with the etymology of the word 

“monk”, which comes from the 

Greek monos, “alone, only, sin-

gle”. A common mistake is to in-

terpret this word as implying that 

a monk should lead a solitary or 

eremitical life. In fact, monastics 

started to be designated with this 

word not because of their “single 

life”, but, rather, owing to their 

“single-mindedness”; that is, their 

choice of a lifestyle focused on the 

only necessary thing according to 

Jesus’s words to Martha: “You are 

anxious and worried about many  

things. There is need of only one 

thing” (Luke 10.41-42) — namely, 

sitting at his feet and listening to 

him. 

Monos, therefore, refers to a life-

style unified around the purpose 

of seeking God: the simplification 

of life is meant to facilitate the uni-

fication of the heart. 

Monastics yearn to acquire a heart 

undivided — that is, united to the 

Lord, according to a sentence from 

the Psalms: “Give me an undivid-

ed heart to revere your 

name” (Psalm 85.11, NRSV). What 

unifies the monastics’ life is the 

gentle, obstinate, lifelong desire to 

overcome idolatry by clinging to 

the Lord with all their heart, all 

their soul, and all their strength 

(cf. Matthew 22.37). 

For the prophet Jeremiah, this is 

the core of the covenant: “They 

shall be my people, and I will be 

their God. I will give them one 

heart and one way, that they may 

fear me always, for their own good 

and the good of their children af-

ter them” (Jeremiah 32.38-39) — 

and Paul promises that “whoever 

is joined to the Lord becomes one 

spirit with him” (1 Corinthians 

6.17). 
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Not just climate adaptation, but genuine transformation 

By Cristy Clark 

The Australian government has been in the news this month for two 

seemingly contradictory policy responses to climate change. First, on 26 

January, the Hon Sussan Ley, Minister for the Environment, attended the 

(first of its kind) Global Climate Adaptation Summit and committed            

Australia to join the global Call for Action on Raising Ambition for                

Climate Adaptation and Resilience, to developing a new National Climate 

Resilience and Adaptation Strategy, and pledged new climate finance of 

at least $1.5 billion over the next five years. 

In apparent contrast to these new commitments, Australia’s recent update 

to its Nationally Determined Commitment (NDC) under the UNFCCC 

Paris Agreement made no increase to already mitigated ambition,         

sticking with the current paltry target of reducing emissions by 26 to 28 

per cent below 2005 levels by 2030. A target that is shockingly                            

unambitious. Doubling down on this lack of ambition, Australia has still 

not made a formal commitment to achieve net zero emissions by 2050, 

with Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack proclaiming, ‘We are 

not worried, or I’m certainly not worried, about what might happen in 30 

years’ time.’ This makes Australia the only rich country to not have a net 

zero commitment in either law or policy. 

McCormack and his colleagues in the National Party have also mooted 

quarantining emissions from industries such as agriculture and mining 

from any target Australia signs up to, with McCormack arguing, ‘There is 

no way we are going to whack regional Australia, hurt regional Australia, 

in any way shape or form just to get a target for climate in 2050’. 

The government’s dogged refusal to commit to serious emissions                      

reductions came under fire last week from Mathew Wale, Leader of the 

Opposition in Solomon Islands, who went on to invite the Australian High 

Commissioner to Solomon Islands ‘to join me in visiting my constituency 

of Aoke Langa Langa Lagoon to meet the people whose sea walls have 

toppled, whose food gardening areas are too salty to be useful, whose 

water sources are ruined and whose soup soup gardens are inundated by 
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saltwater. He might explain to them how grateful they should be that    

Australia is providing billions to ensure jobs are kept in the Australian 

gas and coal industries.’ 

On a superficial level, it makes no sense to commit so strongly to            

managing the impacts of climate change (adaptation) on the one hand 

while refusing to significantly reduce emissions (mitigation) on the other. 

On the other hand, when you start to unpack the logic of so much               

adaptation policy, this contradiction fades away. 

You see, all too often an ‘incrementalist’ or ‘adjustment’ approach                 

dominates adaptation policy. This is typified by concepts like ‘climate-

proofing’, which aims to ensure that the risks of climate change to         

existing or planned developments are ‘considered and, if necessary, 

managed’. The problem with this approach is that it tends to reinforce 

‘development-as-usual’ — ultimately promoting the resilience of existing 

industries and economic systems, rather than the resilience of                    

communities (particularly marginalised communities) or the biosphere. 

 'If there is a lesson for us here, beyond better understanding the real   

priorities of the Australian government, it is that we should be careful 

when calling for increased commitments to climate change adaptation 

and resilience.' 

Here we can start to understand how refusing to commit to serious             

emissions reductions, and even calling for agriculture and mining to be 

quarantined from new targets, can be somehow compatible with                     

expanding Australia’s commitments to adaptation and resilience. The 

government is steadfast in its commitment to increasing the resilience of 

these industries in the face of worsening climate change impacts. What is 

it not particularly committed to is protecting the biosphere or the global 

population who will rely on it into the future. As Barnaby Joyce put it so 

charmingly, ‘None of us in [parliament] will be here [in 30 years]’. 

If there is a lesson for us here, beyond better understanding the real                

priorities of the Australian government, it is that we should be careful 

when calling for increased commitments to climate change adaptation 
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and resilience. While we absolutely 

need a massive scale up in support 

for adaptation globally, the last 

thing we need is to reinforce and               

entrench the industries and               

economic systems that created this 

crisis in the first place. Instead, we 

need to make transformational 

changes to these socio-economic 

systems by prioritising equitable 

and locally-led climate resilient 

development — and foregrounding 

human rights in the process. 

One glimmer of hope is the fact 

that while at the Climate Adapta-

tion Summit, Minister Ley also      

committed Australia to joining the 

Coalition for Climate Resilient           

Investment, which is focused on 

‘enabling a transition to a more      

climate-resilient, low-carbon,            

sustainable economy.’ It’s hard to 

see coal mining featuring heavily 

in this Coalition’s priorities. 

Dr Cristy Clark is a senior         

lecturer with the Faculty of              

Business, Government and Law at 

the University of Canberra. Her 

work focuses on the intersection of 

human rights, neoliberalism,           

activism and the environment, and 

particularly on the human right to 

water. 

Commending faith 

Andrew Hamilton, consulting editor 

of Eureka Street, and writer at Jesuit 

Social Services. 

Most of us find it challenging to     

engage with people whose                   

philosophies of life differ from and 

are critical of our own. Christians 

faced it some years ago when            

responding the attack by Richard                    

Dawkins and others on belief in 

God’s existence. Many Christian            

writers rallied in defence of                     

theism, rebutting their opponents’                            

arguments and marshalling their 

own. The defence was appropriate. 

It reasserted the claim that theism 

is true as well as beneficial, and   

also helped reassure people whose 

belief in God was shaken. It was  

also, however, strangely                             

dissatisfying. It was like achieving 

a scoreless draw in a soccer game 

– saved a necessary point but won 

no new followers to the team or the 

game. 

Is that the only way to engage with 

people who hold a life view          

different to our own? Christians 

might seek advice from Peter’s first 

Letter on how to respond to                

opposed views: ‘Always be              

prepared to give an account to  
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everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But 

do this with gentleness and respect.’ 

The text suggests engaging in conversation rather than confrontation, but 

not unequivocally. Many translations suggest giving a ‘defence’, and not 

an ‘account’. ‘Giving a defence’ suggests a discussion that is adversarial 

and in which defendants focus on themselves and not on the inner world 

of their conversation partners. ‘Giving an account’, taken together with 

the commendation of gentleness and respect might suggest an                           

exploratory conversation between equals, each of whom would speak of 

their personal and operative faith. It would go beyond the logical                                  

arguments for their beliefs to explore why they found those arguments 

persuasive. It would also commit them to an internal conversation which 

may lead theists to engage with their inner disbeliever. 

From this perspective the starting point of such a conversation is not that 

a theistic view is the only coherent and benign view of the world, nor that 

it is superior to others. It is that belief in God, as distinct from the belief 

that God exists, is a gift that is worth exploring and sharing. It takes them 

beyond a general argument about the existence of God to a personal                 

reflection on why they find their belief in God to be a gift. The                            

conversation also invites their conversation partners to speak of their 

fundamental vision of the world at the same depth. 

If this argument urges the importance of the personal in justifying faith, it 

must also be developed by a similarly personal account. If asked what I 

find the most persuasive reason for believing in God, I reply that it is our 

need for someone to whom we can say thank you. The argument is                     

clearly quixotic, and if seen as a logical proof of God’s existence, it lies 

naked to dismissal as wish-fulfilment. It is a personal statement. Its merit 

is that it leads the conversation deeper into the reasons for belief in God 

and why it is a gift. 

My argument that we need someone to say thank you to comes out of 

personal experience of the world and of all in it as a gift. It begins in            

wonder at the beauty and largeness of the natural world, at the       
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complexity and goodness of human beings, the transforming power of 

loving and being loved, and the creativity of human shaping of the 

world. 

Wonder at being part of this world leads naturally to a feeling of               

gratitude for being invited to exist and to celebrate it. Most human            

beings, I imagine, will have experienced that wonder and sense of              

gratitude sometimes in their lives, though they would articulate it in                  

different ways. Some people will treasure it and find words to account 

for it; some might dismiss it as purely subjective or as a childish distrac-

tion from the real business of living. 

"The purpose of conversation is to allow exploration of one another’s 

world views and of the experiences that underlie it. That allows both 

partners to be changed by the conversation." 

Finding the world and my own sharing in it a gift for which I am thankful, 

I also find belief in a God who is responsible for the world and to whom I 

can respond in gratitude to be a gift. It underpins the ways in which I                  

understand my relationship to the world, underpins my understanding 

of myself as a rational and ethical being, and gives purpose to my exist-

ence in the world. 

Belief in God also provides the context in which I can explore such                     

existential questions as why we and our world exist and what is                        

distinctive in human consciousness. If beyond our universe lies a source 

of being that is reflected in the beauty, the love, the rationality, the                   

energies and the destiny of the world, I can hope to find a coherent view 

of the world as rational and precious, though remaining a mystery. 

I see such a belief in God a gift, one that is associated with my personal 

history and particularly with my Catholic background and belief in 

Christ in a Christian community. Because it is a gift, I would like others to 

share it but have no right to expect them to do so. I recognise that many 

friends who do not share my belief live more generously than and with 

greater integrity than I do. Our difference in the way we see our world 

makes me interested in what has contributed to their understanding. 
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any are satisfied with accepting the world and human consciousness as 

given, needing no explanation, and see meaning as something we make, 

not a gift to be received. Some have had harsh experiences that have 

closed the door to wonder and to a beneficent God. Some are               

convinced by the arguments against theism. The purpose of                                  

conversation is to allow exploration of one another’s world views and of 

the experiences that underlie it. That allows both partners to be 

changed by the conversation and even to score. 

The Cost of Discipleship 

“Christ took upon himself this human form of ours. He became Man 

even as we are men. In his humanity and his lowliness we recognize our 

own form. He has become like a man, so that men should be like him. 

And in the Incarnation the whole human race recovers the dignity of the 

image of God. Henceforth, any attack on the least of men is an attack on 

Christ, who took the form of man, and in his own Person restored the im-

age of God in all that bears a human form. Through fellowship and com-

munion with the incarnate Lord, we recover our true humanity, and at the 

same time we are delivered from that individualism which is the conse-

quence of sin, and retrieve our solidarity with the whole human race. By 

being partakers of Christ incarnate, we are partakers in the whole hu-

manity which he bore. We now know that we have been taken up and 

borne in the humanity of Jesus, and therefore that new nature we now 

enjoy means that we too must bear the sins and sorrows of others. The 

incarnate Lord makes his followers the brothers of all mankind. The 

“philanthropy” of God (Titus 3:4) revealed in the Incarnation is the 

ground of Christian love towards all on earth that bears the name of 

man. The form of Christ incarnate makes the Church into the Body of 

Christ. All the sorrows of mankind fall upon that form, and only through 

that form can they be borne.” 

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



46 

“Faith sees best in the dark”: Joe Biden, Søren Kierkegaard, 

and the education of suffering  

- By Gordon Marino 

US President Joe Biden has frequently acknowledged that only his faith 

has enabled him to endure the untimely death of his son, Beau. In Sep-

tember 2016, nearing the end of his term as Barack Obama’s Vice-

President, Biden revealed that his wife Jill had taped to his mirror an ex-

pression from the nineteenth-century Danish philosopher and theologian 

Søren Kierkegaard: “Faith sees best in the dark.” It is a half-sentence he 

echoed on other occasions. But what do those seemingly simple six 

words from the Danish firebrand mean? 

The expression that has provided such sustenance to President Biden can 

be found in Kierkegaard’s 1847 book, Uplifting Discourses in Various 

Spirits, in a section of text entitled “The Gospel of Suffering.” The                

paragraph from which Biden cites reads: 

The believer humanly comprehends how heavy the suffering is, but in 

faith’s wonder that it is beneficial to him, he devoutly says: It is light. Hu-

manly he says: It is impossible, but he says it again in faith’s wonder that 

what he humanly cannot understand is beneficial to him. In other words, 

when sagacity is able to perceive the beneficialness, then faith cannot 

see God; but when in the dark night of suffering sagacity cannot see a 

handbreadth ahead of it, then faith can see God, since faith sees best in 

the dark. 

There are many ways to interpret this tissue of thought, but a few pages 

before this paragraph, Kierkegaard observes, “faith always pertains to 

what is not seen, be it the invisible or the improbable.” The benefits are 

easily intelligible when the love of your life accepts your marriage pro-

posal and you have just landed the job of your dreams. In such radiant 

times, it does not require faith to discern the blessings of life. Human un-

derstanding, however, cannot find anything good in the death of a son. In 

that obsidian night, sagacity is blind to goodness. 
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Though his entire life was a meditation on the Christian faith, Kierke-

gaard was no dew-eyed believer. He reminds his reader that “it is not 

true that the Christian is exempted from human sufferings”, and when 

those sufferings are at your threshold, when the earthquakes of life rum-

ble and there are no worldly advantages to point to, then neither the 

senses nor the mind can discern anything beneficial. In that darkness, he 

says, faith sees best. And what does faith see? Faith sees what human un-

derstanding can only shake its head at — namely, “that the heavy suffer-

ing is beneficial.” 

And how might, how could such Job like suffering be beneficial? Calami-

ties like these often crush a believer’s reliance on a so-called “higher-

power”. For President Biden, however, suffering helped turn him to God 

— to Him whose burden is light. A quietly but intensely devout man, the 

newly inaugurated President has confessed that after the December 1972 

car crash that claimed the lives of his first wife, Neilia, and his baby 

daughter, Amy, he was tempted to look for a noose and cross bar. Instead, 

Biden kept the sacred trust that, no matter what, the life God gave us is 

good. Rather than a propositional belief, perhaps something closer to a 

personal trust is the penetralia of faith. 

For those who roll their eyes at all the godforsaken god talk, everyone — 

including Biden’s political opponents — concur that the President is a vir-

tuoso of compassion, an individual who can feel and respond to the af-

flicted like few others. That openheartedness might have something to 

do with Biden’s harsh sentimental education, a curriculum that included 

suffering through that long blind night when he was tempted to see exist-

ence as nothing more than a vale of meaningless suffering. 

Gordon Marino is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Director of the 

Hong Kierkegaard Library at St. Olaf College, Minnesota. He is the author 

of The Existentialist’s Survival Guide: How to Live Authentically in an In-

authentic Age and Kierkegaard in the Present Age, and co-editor of The 

Cambridge Companion to Kierkegaard. An earlier version of this piece 

appeared on NPR: National Public Radio. 
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Lenten Quiet Day 

The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd                   

invites you to share in their annual Quiet Day for Lent on                                    

Saturday 6 March, 2021, in the church and grounds of St John’s Church, 

Balmain, in Spring Street, Birchgrove. 

The event is free of charge, and participants usually bring their own 

packed lunch.  Tea and coffee will be provided.  This is a silent retreat, 

but as well as Morning and Evening Prayer and a midday Eucharist, two 

lay Companions of the Sydney Mission-College  will give short                

presentations, based on their reading and experience, on the practice       

of prayer. 

We gather in the church at 10am.  The Day ends at 4.15 pm. Register by 

emailing <rhenderson@ogs.net> OR on arrival at the church door. All 

very welcome. 

From                                                                                                                                      

The Reverend Ronald Henderson OGS, on behalf of the Sydney                 

Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd. 

 OUTDOORS…  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK... 

“As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst...'Repent and 

believe' Jesus tells us. What are we to repent? Our indifference, our  

hardness of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus thirsts even now, in your 

heart and in the poor -- He knows your weakness. He wants only your 

love, wants only the chance to love you.” 

 

- Saint Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)                                                                                        

An Albanian-Indian Roman Catholic nun and missionary 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly 

elected Primate of Australia; Glenn, 

Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, 

our Regional Bishop; and for all the 

bishops, priests, deacons and Religious 

of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer                

we are asked to Pray for The Church of 

the Province of Central Africa and for its 

bishop, clergy and all its people. 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

the Holy Spirit, now, always and 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those children 

who are being neglected by their 

families. May the Lord God help them to 

find peace and healing in their lives.   

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Elizabeth 

Griffiths; Jeanell; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid 

Kell; Jesse Langenegger; David 

Laurence; David Morgan; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle Phillips; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; Sylvia; 

Sylvia Seers; Diane Smith; Geoff Voller 

and Bob Woods; Genevieve Woods & 

her fiancé Steven  

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Roy Woodall that God may 

grant them a place of refreshment, light 

and peace.   

Pray, too, for, May Elizabeth Quested; 

Ian Frederick Bannister; Keith Linden; 

Michael Adair Page; George Frederick 

Wentworth Sanders; Marion Elizabeth 

Lyons; Irene Betty Campbell & Dorothy 

Rose and for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at 

10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 23rd February  - Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, Martyr  

 Wednesday 24th February - Matthias, Apostle and Martyr 

 Saturday 27thFebruary - George Herbert, parish priest, poet (d.1633) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

                  Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  office@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au    

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

