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AGM in the Large Hall
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PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
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worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
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behind the church.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
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Year B

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

Jeremiah 31.31-34

The First Reading

Isaiah 50.4-9a

Ps 119.9-16

The Psalm

Ps 31.9-18

Hebrews 5.5-14

The Epistle

Philippians 2.5-11

John 12.20-33

The Gospel

Mark 14.1 –15.27
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News from around St Paul’s
Services at St Paul’s

physical distancing, etc. The Holy
Water Stoup has been emptied.

St Paul's has registered with the
NSW Government as a COVID-Safe 3. The Greeting of Peace will
involve bowing reverently to those
business.
one is seated close to.
Here are the latest rules from the
4. Communion will be in two kinds
NSW Government:
(the Priest will intinct the wafers).
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid5. There will be morning tea in the
19/what-you-can-and-cant-doLarge Hall after the 9.30 a.m.
under-rules
Service and physical distancing
The same stringent hygiene and
and hygiene protocols must be
safety protocols that we have been
served.
observing will need to be
Parishioners must be seated after
observed each and every week.
being served with their morning
The following measures will be
tea and must not mingle.
observed to ensure the safety of
6. We will fully comply with all
all who attend these worship
government directives and legal
Services:
requirements.
1. People are quite free to decide
not to attend Church or any event If the situation changes with reference to the government's direcas I don't want anyone to feel that
tives then we will review matters at
they must do something against
that point in time.
their will (or if they feel that they
might compromise another perI hold each of you in my prayers
son's health – which is why we have
every day and I look forward to
closed down all of our groups).
seeing you again soon.
2. All risk management obligations
With every blessing.
will be scrupulously attended to,
Peace,
such as observing the need for
James.
hand washing and sanitizing,
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptised!
Today, after the 9.30am Service, we will welcome into the family of God,
the Church, through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, Parker Moore
Maybury and Elsa Sheena Philip.
Please pray for Parker, Elsa, their parents and their Godparents that
they may know God’s presence in their lives and be enfolded with
God’s love.

Thank You from the Trading Table
Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh
goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised
$94.60 last Sunday, an excellent result.
Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer
are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex
and children’s socks $5.
There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange,
Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin,
Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon,
Lime, lemon & lime. grapefruit) apricot, plum. strawberry, strawberry &
apple, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, Crab
Apple jelly, Lilli Pilli Jell, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko &
Ginger, Pear & Apple, Paw Paw & Mango, Cumquat, mango, Paw Paw,
savoury tomato & basil & spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian
honey.
If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please
let me know and will try to make it for you.
Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce.
St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and
mugs at $8
St Paul’s Calendars: there are still a few available at a special price $10
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each, have you got one?

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each more being prepared as
we sold out last Sunday
Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each
Cane Magazine Rack $10
Small hanging clothes rack $8
Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have
some kits available for sale at varying prices.
Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each
Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each
White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents
plus more
We have a selection of books and DVD’s available for sale $1 each
The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If
anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc
please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.
Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first.
Pam Brock

Mother’s Day Raffle
Tickets will be available for sale on Sunday. They will be $2 each or 3
for $5

Prize a handmade queen size quilt plus more

Thank you
We thank the late Ellayne Hillier who has made a generous bequest in
her will for St Paul’s.
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Annual General Meeting of
Parishioners

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be
those members

Notice is hereby given of the
Annual General Meeting of
Parishioners for the Anglican
Parish of St. Paul's, Burwood, to be

(h) to elect parish nominators

held Today, Sunday 21st of March,
2021, following the 9.30 a.m.
Eucharist at approximately
11.45 a.m. in the Large Hall.

(i) to elect a qualified person or
persons to the office of auditor
of the financial statements and
accounts of the wardens, and
(j) to receive a report about
ministry within the parish from
the minister

Please see the Agenda below:
(k) to receive a report from the
ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH,
wardens about the exercise of
BURWOOD, ANNUAL GENERAL
wardens’ functions
MEETING 21st MARCH, 2021 AGENDA
(l) to receive and pass or
(a) to receive the declarations of
otherwise determine on the
those persons then present
financial statements of the
wardens
(b) to determine whether a
quorum is present
(m) to receive and pass or
(c) to elect a minute secretary
(d) to receive apologies
(e) to receive notification of the
name of the person appointed
by the minister as a warden
(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to
be wardens
(g) to determine whether or not
qualified persons should be
elected as members of the
parish council and if in the
affirmative:
(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9
elected persons, and

otherwise determine on the
financial statements of the
trustees of Blacket House
(n) to make such recommenddations as it may wish on any
matter connected with the
business of the church or
parish, including any matter
which it is appropriate for the
wardens or parish council to
deal with
(o) to give directions as to
the confirmation of the minutes
of the meeting at or after its
conclusion
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Passion Sunday - Lent V
Until 1959, the fifth Sunday of Lent was officially known in the Roman and
Anglican Church as Passion Sunday. It marked the beginning of a
two-week-long period known as Passiontide, which is still observed by
some traditionalist Catholics, Western Rite Orthodoxy, Traditional
Anglicans and other denominations.
In 1960, Pope John XXIII's Code of Rubrics changed the name for that
Sunday to "First Sunday of the Passion" bringing the name into harmony
with the name that Pope Pius XII gave, five years earlier, to the sixth
Sunday of Lent, "Second Sunday of the Passion or Palm Sunday".
Pope Paul VI's revision in 1969 removed a distinction that existed
between Lent and Passiontide, which began with the fifth Sunday of Lent.
The distinction, explicit in the 1960 Code of Rubrics, predates it. He
removed from the fifth Sunday of Lent the reference to the Passion.
Although Passiontide as a distinct liturgical season was thus abolished,
the Roman Rite liturgy continues to bring the Passion of Christ to mind,
from Monday of the fifth week of Lent onward, through the choice of
hymns and readings There was also authorization of the practice of
covering crosses and images from the fifth Sunday of Lent onward.
(As we do here.)
The entrance antiphon of the Mass on the fifth Sunday of Lent begins
with the word "Iudica" (older spelling, "Judica"). This provides another
name for that Sunday: "Iudica Sunday" or "Judica Sunday",similar to the
name "Laetare Sunday" for the fourth Sunday. Because of the custom of
veiling crucifixes and statues in the church before Mass on the fifth
Sunday of Lent, this Sunday was called Black Sunday in Germany, where
the veils, which elsewhere were generally violet, were of black
colour. Those who continue to observe earlier forms of the Roman Rite
or of liturgies modelled on it refer to the fifth Sunday of Lent by one or
other of its previous names.
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In those Anglican churches which follow the Sarum
Use, crimson vestments and hangings are pressed into service on the
fifth Sunday of Lent – replacing the plain Lenten array (unbleached muslin cloth) – and vestments are crimson until (and
including) Holy Saturday. Reflecting the recent shift away from the
observance of Passiontide as a distinct season, the Church of
England's Common Worship liturgical resources suggest red for Holy
Week only (with the exception of the Maundy Thursday Eucharist where
white/gold is the liturgical colour).
At S. Paul’s we have adapted this period to enter into the passion of our
Lord more fully and so observe this whole period as Passiontide.
The Methodists even had a special prayer for use on Passion Sunday
(Lent V) - O God, who by the passion of thy blessed Son hast made the
instrument of shameful death to be unto us the means of life and peace:
Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame
and loss; for the sake of the same thy Son our Lord. Amen.
In most of Christendom until 1954, the name of the sixth Sunday of Lent
was "Palm Sunday". In 1955, the name became, for 15 years only,
"Second Sunday of the Passion or Palm Sunday". In 1970, it became "Palm
Sunday of the Passion of the Lord". But as traditional Anglicans we keep to
this Sunday as Passion Sunday as we enter more deeply and identify with
our blessed Lord’s Passion in humility and faith.
]

I finish with a little Passiontide trivia! In the north of England and parts of
Scotland, it is a tradition to eat carlin peas on this day, also known as carlings, derived from the Scottish name 'Care Sunday' or 'Carling Sunday'.
(These are dried grey field peas) . What a precious thought……Caring
Sunday. (Contributed. G.)
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We are most grateful to those who
have given to replace the roof on
We sincerely thank David, the
the Hall and to all who have exChoir, and Bailey for making our
pressed a desire to contribute to
worship so beautiful each and evethe replacement of the roof on the
ry week. Our worship last week
Hall. I hope that we will have the
was sublime. I am particularly
funds to commence the work by the
grateful to the David, the Choir, and
end of March.
Bailey for going the extra mile and
singing and playing at Alex &
Grounds clean up
Mary’s wedding. Their wedding
On Saturday 27th of March we
Service was a joyous and deeply
will have a working bee in the
spiritual occasion and the Choir’s
grounds to tidy everything up for
contribution was invaluable.
Easter. Please come along at 9.30

Thank yous

We sincerely thank Joy and Judith
for preparing the beautiful flowers
in the Church on special occasions,
especially the flowers for Alex &
Mary’s wedding last week. We are
most grateful to Joy and Judith for
their love and care.
We sincerely thank Jennie and
Piers for planting out many beautiful flowering plants in the garden
last week. We are most grateful to
Jennie and Piers for their kindness
and generosity.

a.m.
If you can’t come at this time but
can come at another then please
speak with Judith (0438 041 726)
about what needs to be done.

Polishing brass and
Communion vessels, dusting, and cleaning
We will have a busy bee at the
Church on Saturday 3rd of April at
9.30 a.m.
Please come along and help to
make St. Paul’s look beautiful for
Easter.

We sincerely thank Jeanette Keir
for making the new curtains in the
Hall. The new curtains are beautiful Please bring some rags and silvo
and they will be hung soon. We are and brasso.
most grateful to Jeanette for her
Thank you.
kindness and generosity.
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The Eucharist
There is a huge range of views on the Eucharist within Anglicanism
from the ultra-Protestants (like here in the Anglican Diocese of Sydney)
who, if they have any regard for Communion/Holy Communion/Lord’s
Supper (as they call it), would look on the Eucharist as a memorial meal
and would deny that there is anything like Christ’s real presence in the
bread and the wine. Conversely, some Anglicans would have an understanding of the Eucharist similar to Transubstantiation.
I personally hold that Christ is present in the bread and the wine – that
is, that there is a Real Presence in the elements. I don’t think that this is
Transubstantiation or Consubstantiation but it most certainly is not
Receptionism (as if the bread and wine are only what I determine them
to be).
The Prayer of Humble Access (Book of Common Prayer 1662) puts it
nicely:
WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, 0 merciful Lord, trusting in
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art
the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his
body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
John Donne put it this way:
"He was the Word that spake it; He took the bread and brake it; And
what that Word did make it; I do believe and take it" (Divine Poems. On
the Sacrament).
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The Anglican Catechism has this to say about the Eucharist:

Q. What is the Holy Eucharist?
A. The Holy Eucharist is the sacrament commanded by Christ for the
continual remembrance of his life, death, and resurrection, until his
coming again.
Q. Why is the Eucharist called a sacrifice?
A. Because the Eucharist, the Church’s sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, is the way by which the sacrifice of Christ is made present,
and in which he unites us to his one offering of himself.
Q. By what other names is this service known?
A. The Holy Eucharist is called the Lord’s Supper, and Holy Communion; it
is also known as the Divine Liturgy, the Mass, and the Great Offering.
Q. What is the outward and visible sign in the Eucharist?
A. The outward and visible sign in the Eucharist is bread and wine, given
and received according to Christ’s command.
Q. What is the inward and spiritual grace given in the Eucharist?
A. The inward and spiritual grace in the Holy Communion is the Body and
Blood of Christ given to his people, and received by faith.
Q. What are the benefits which we receive in the Lord’s Supper?
A. The benefits we receive are the forgiveness of our sins, the
strengthening of our union with Christ and one another, and the foretaste
of the heavenly banquet which is our nourishment in eternal life.
Q. What is required of us when we come to the Eucharist?
A. It is required that we should examine our lives, repent of our sins, and be
in love and charity with all people.
The Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist is a mystery that does not
necessarily need to be explained but to be received by faith and to be
lived out by being in love and charity with all people.
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The Offertory
The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves
(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)
to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble
offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God
chooses to be present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus
Christ.
Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the
body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at the
beginning of the Offertory Hymn.
Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people
and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of
ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and
the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms
Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have the
collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter so they
put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then taken up
during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine. Welcomers bring
up the collection along with but after those who bring up the elements of
bread and wine as soon as the Offertory Hymn (after all, it is called the
Offertory Hymn and not the collection hymn) commences.
Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole
interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal
disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central
place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the
Christian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and
probably before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God
in a way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word
(taken from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The
Liturgy of The Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of
Christ) through The Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of our
liturgy.
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Cranmer’s great contribution to the liturgy was to prune all of the
arcane and superstitious nonsense out and to restore the liturgy to the
true and ancient form that unites us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. This is the shape of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s
faithfully observe as we worship the Word spoken and the Word
broken and I will not have this liturgy dumbed down nor will I have it
tarted up – as I said on Sunday, although I am a cradle Anglican I
choose to remain an Anglican because our worship is beautiful and our
worship inspires, challenges, and compels us to love our neighbour.
Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love
our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that:
“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen.”
Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more
understanding, and more loving.

ABM LENTEN ENVELOPES – support the wider mission of
the Church
Each Sunday in Lent we receive an ABM Lenten Envelope for our
systematic way of a weekly contribution to the mission of the Church, on
our behalf, by ABM, the official missionary organisation of the
Anglican Church of Australia. Each Sunday, as part of our Lenten
self-denial, we may like to return the Lenten Envelope, as part of the
Offertory.
As we give financially to ABM let us not forget to pray regularly for
all serving as ABM “missionaries” throughout the world.
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The Inner Voice

Barry Brandy

- By Barry Brandy

- This Moment

For sometime now I have been
hearing a voice. It is a soft voice. It
starts about 3am and finishes about
6am. I have heard it repeated so
much that I know it off by heart, it
says

“ just me and the seagulls alone on
the shore. Me and the sky and the
seas distant roar. The summer gone
now, the day trippers flown and now
on the beach I am left all alone, and
yet never lonely oh no, not a bit. I
am part of this landscape I know
“we must carry our affections to the
that I fit. I breathe the damp air and
mansion is prepared for us above
I feel the sand sting, I taste the salt
where eternity is the measure,
breeze and I hear the wind sing. I
Felicity is the state, angels are the
drink in it’s wonder like gold
company, the lamb is the light and
sparkling wine and just for this
God is the portion and the
moment this world is all mine.”
inheritance.”
Maggie Inghall
Barry Brandy
- A Cheerful Visit
Reflections
“There is a simple method which is
A life is not measured by its
a great success, it’s genuine and
duration. It is measured by what it
guarantees you’ll spread some
has done. By spreading love and
happiness. It doesn’t cost anything.
hope to all people and helping
It’s simple to achieve the impact of
those in need. How much will you
your gesture will double when you
be missed?
leave, you’ll bring a ray of sunshine,
place warmth within your heart,
Barry Brandy
give confidence and pleasure, all
Poems
these you can impart. Take with you
hope, be careful, share laughter and
- Home
you’ll find that with a little simple
“You can’t buy a home with silver
compliment your leave a smile
or gold for what makes a home can behind”
never be sold, no matter how
Chrissy Greenslape
simple or humble it’s worth,
Home is a bit of heaven on Earth
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What is happening at St Paul’s
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR
@ ST PAUL’S
Have you missed singing ?
Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the
supermarket, or in the shower?
Please come and join others who love to sing too!
The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm
This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music
regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you
have to be able to read music.
What is special about this choir?
We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without
any barriers to entry.
Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee - whatever you can
afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc.
We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor
two or three choir members by donating $20 per week
Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry.

DIRECTOR: Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood.
CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert
If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary
King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof

$150,000

Hall roof fully funded

$125,000

$100,000

$ 75,000

$ 50,000

$ 25,000

$18,650
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Jeremiah 31.31-34; Psalm 119.9-16;
Hebrews 5.5-14; John 12.20-33

The Psalmist rejoices in God’s words, commandments, statutes, judgements, precepts, and ways.
Jesus knew he was to die but he would not ask his
Father to save him. He was fully cognisant of what
was to happen and still followed God’s ways. We
who do not know what is to happen need also to follow God as our delight is in God. Only then do we find peace.


God who sticks to us like glue, teach us obedience to your ways that
we might follow Jesus to his death and resurrection, comforted in the
knowledge that he will never abandon us.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India.

Text:

The Rev Kate Ross, St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican
Board of Mission, 2021

QUOTE OF THE WEEK...
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Life is beauty, admire it.

Life is a promise, fulfill it.

Life is bliss, taste it.

Life is sorrow, overcome it.

Life is a dream, realize it.

Life is a song, sing it.

Life is a challenge, meet it.

Life is a struggle, accept it.

Life is a duty, complete it.

Life is tragedy, confront it.

Life is a game, play it.

Life is an adventure, dare it.

Life is costly, care for it.

Life is luck, make it.

Life is wealth, keep it.

Life is too precious, do not destroy it.

Life is love, enjoy it.

Life is life, fight for it.

Life is mystery, know it.

- Mother Teresa

Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 19)
By Kerin Brown
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.
They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the
presence of the divine.

The Prophet Isaiah – West Wall

Isaiah’s scroll says: “Hear O heavens, and give ear, o earth: for the Lord
hath spoken. I have nourished and brough up children, and they have
rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his master’s
crib, but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. Ah sinful
nation.” (Isaiah 1:3)
On Isaiah’s scroll we read the very first lines of Isaiah – and here we
have the ox and ass again! And a crib! Sounds like Christmas. But I
want to talk about the more well-known verses of Isaiah, which I love,
used in Handel’s Messiah.
I know these texts so well from hearing them every Lent, and
throughout the liturgical year, but also from singing Handel’s Messiah.
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these verses, I immediately hear the music that Handel wrote to enhance
these words.
The librettist cherry- picked verses from throughout the Book of Isaiah
to tell us the story, from Chapters 7 and 9, foretelling the coming of Jesus,
to Chapters 40, 53 and 60 foretelling Jesus’ suffering and death and our
subsequent redemption.
Until I looked at the score more closely, I hadn’t realised how few words
were used for each aria or recitative! Handel has literally painted a picture of strategic words with his music. It’s called word painting. Isaiah
40: 4 is an absolute gift for a composer who wants to utilise word painting: Ev’ry valley shall be exalted and ev’ry mountain and hill made low; the
crooked straight!!?? And Handel makes the most of it - the melodies go
up and down rolling like hills and valleys, or in a straight line like the
plains they represent. No wonder we remember the words!
So when we like sheep have gone astray, the melody lines go all over the
place away from each other – just like sheep scattering!
In with his stripes we are healed, there are two kinds of melodies which
cross over and intersect with each other throughout the chorus: with his
stripes – discordant, almost jarring leaps from one note to another, contrasting with we are healed - the soothing, gentle, healing melodies
which ebb and flow like a tide.
Messiah the oratorio is a wonderful meditation on Jesus’ life as told in the
scriptures. And we are indebted to the prophet Isaiah for a great deal of
the text.

Handel, G F, Messiah, Novello, 1992.
The four prophet windows are given in memory of Charles Henry
Humphrey (1871-1903).
The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by
Ronald and Cicely O’Brien
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Join us for the Chrism Eucharist
After months of challenges and uncertainty, we are delighted to invite you
to the Chrism Eucharist for 2021 at Christ Church St Laurence, George St,
Sydney on Tuesday 30 March at 11 am (Tuesday in Holy Week). Bishop
Michael Stead will celebrate the Eucharist and preach.
Sadly, owing to COVID-restrictions, there will be no refreshments in the
parish hall following the service, as in previous years. However, there are
several cafes and hotels in the immediate proximity of CCSL.
Clergy are asked to RSVP to office@ccsl.org.au or 9211 0560 no later than
Friday 26th of March. Registering attendance (preferably using the QR
Code) will be required on arrival in accordance with current NSW
Government regulations.

When I

PARISH PANTRY for 2021
Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking
the Parish Pantry this year.
In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be
decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects the
purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical as
we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and the
small bottles/packets of coffee.
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We have
a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up the
good work.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam.
29

PARISH PANTRY LIST
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.

32

For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 12th March 2021 - 18th March
and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2500
≈ Parish Pantry: $175
≈ Building Fund: $10
≈ Church Wardens Appeal for Hall
Roofing: $18,650
TOTAL OF GIVING: $21,335
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service

33

Statement by the Archbishop of Canterbury regarding
comments by the Primate of Nigeria
The Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of All Nigeria, the Most
Reverend Henry C Ndukuba, issued a statement on Friday 26 February
2021 which referred to “the deadly ‘virus’ of homosexuality”. The
statement goes on to use phrases like, “[homosexuality] is likened to a
Yeast that should be urgently and radically expunged and excised lest it
affects the whole dough”. It also states that “secular governments are
adopting aggressive campaign for global homosexual culture.” (sic)

I completely disagree with and condemn this language. It is unacceptable. It dehumanises those human beings of whom the statement speaks.
I have written privately to His Grace The Archbishop to make clear that
this language is incompatible with the agreed teaching of the Anglican
Communion (expressed most clearly, albeit in unsuitable language for
today, in paragraphs c and d of resolution I.10 of the Lambeth
Conference 1998). This resolution both restated a traditional view of
Christian marriage and was clear in its condemnation of homophobic
actions or words. It affirmed that “all baptised, believing and faithful
persons, regardless of sexual orientation, are full members of the Body
of Christ.”
The Anglican Communion continues to seek to walk together amidst
much difference and through many struggles. I urge all Christians to join
me in continuing prayer for the people and churches of Nigeria as they
face economic hardship, terrorist attacks, religious-based violence and
insecurity.

The mission of the church is the same in every culture and country: to
demonstrate, through its actions and words, that God’s offer of
unconditional love to every human being through Jesus Christ calls us to
holiness and hope.
- Justin Cantuar
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…
Tell the gospel story in bricks and mortar
- by The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell , the Archbishop of York
The Government should act to improve housing, but parishes also have a
part to play, says Stephen Cottrell
THE clergyman Henry Scott Holland said in the 19th century: “The more
you believe in the incarnation, the more you care about drains.” The curious nature of a faith that believes in the Word made flesh in Jesus Christ
— that God lived, laughed, ate, drank, and died with us — is to believe
that God knows, understands, and cares deeply about the most basic of
human needs and wants.
Good housing is at the forefront of those needs as human beings: the
need for a home where we feel secure, safe, able to flourish, and exercise hospitality. There is a long Christian tradition of church involvement
in housing, from medieval almshouses set up by religious orders to the
revolutionary work of Christian philanthropists such as Octavia Hill and
George Cadbury, who offered housing for poor workers. The eastLondon priest Basil Jellicoe declared a “war on slums” in the early 20th
century, launching the St Pancras Housing Association in 1923. He also
opened a pub, the Anchor, run on Christian values. I remember reading
his biography when I was exploring a call to the priesthood. It was an inspiration. He was building homes and building community.
That inspiration continues. During the 1960s and ’70s, more housing associations were set up by churches. At the same time, the Revd Bruce
Kendrick set up the charity Shelter, out of his experience of poor housing in Notting Hill.
THE Archbishops’ Commission on Housing, Church and Community
(Features, 19 February) has sought to build on that tradition, to “tell the
story of the gospel in bricks and mortar”, as the Vice-Chair of the Commission, the Bishop of Kensington, Dr Graham Tomlin, has so eloquently
put it. The Commission arose out of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
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book, Reimagining Britain, in which
he described housing as “the architecture of community” (Books, 16
March 2018).
The report has some strong things
to say to government. We don’t just
need more houses, but more truly
affordable houses. Moreover, goals
matter. The target of becoming carbon-neutral by 2050 has already
galvanised all kinds of significant
interventions to turn around climate
change. The Commissioners argue
that we need a similar long-term
strategy for housing which sets targets for the number of truly affordable houses we need in ten to 20
years’ time, towards which every
government from now until then, of
whatever political flavour, will need
to work.

The Commission has listened to
parish clergy, many of whom have
said that pastoral issues that they
deal with are related to housing
need — whether overcrowding,
poor-quality accommodation, or
difficulty in paying the rent or mortgage. Doing something, however
small, to address housing need locally is a wonderful way to build relationships in a community, demonstrate the love of Christ, and point
people to the home that God offers
us one day in the new creation.

The Commission sets out examples
of the most brilliant and inspiring
work being done by churches to
meet housing need in their communities. I was struck by the story of
one parish church in Keswick which
has used a piece of land and now
enabled six affordable homes to be
Yet it cannot just be left to governbuilt in an area where homes were
ment. We are all involved in this.
rarely affordable. Now, people
The Commission argues that the
growing up in that area can afford
Church, as a significant landowner
to stay there. There are many other
in England, has to lead by example
stories like this. Our hope is to creby getting involved in addressing
ate even more.
housing need, whether that is
providing land to build more truly The Housing Commission has put
affordable houses or, at the local
together resources and toolkits to
level, parish churches’ getting inequip and empower parishes and
volved, where they can, in relation individuals to address housing
to the housing need that surrounds need in their communities. This will
them every day.
look different in different contexts:
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there are a whole range of ways to get involved, depending on the need
of the area and the resources of your church. May I commend these resources to readers, whether as churches or as individuals.
THE housing crisis might feel like one massive problem among many.
The pandemic has exacerbated inequality, hit the poorest the hardest,
and meant that we are all stuck in our homes. Many clergy are stretched
and exhausted from meeting extensive community needs during this
past year. The Commission intends its work to be an offer of resources,
not a demand for further work — but I believe firmly that even one or two
individuals, small groups of people, can be a powerful and prophetic
voice for change.
This report sets out an exciting vision for housing, one that might help us
to introduce people to Jesus in action, serve those who are vulnerable,
and help us to live and love together as Jesus calls us. From our first
home in the Garden of Eden, to our promised home in the New Jerusalem, as a Church we are called to help people find a taste of that “home”
that we are promised with God.

Anglicans and the Lord’s Supper
Written By Chuck Collins
When someone distributes the bread and wine of Holy Communion they
have a vantage point that others don’t have. Besides experiences of accidentally dropping the elements and maneuvering around ladies hats and
anxious children, I sometimes see tears of joy and comfort. A Sunday
doesn’t pass that I don’t see someone who is deeply moved by receiving
the sacrament. It seems evident that they are connecting in a deep and
mysterious way with the Creator of the universe. So, what is God doing in
Holy Communion? Can our Anglican formularies help us to understand?
Archbishop Cranmer was one of many Protestants burned at the stake for
their views on Holy Communion in sixteenth century England - a time
when Christians were willing to die defending their views of the sacrament. It was in relation to a person’s views about Communion that their
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“religion” was defined, and on that basis that the major alignments within Protestantism occurred.
In the 1530s Cranmer came to fully embrace the evangelical movement
sweeping England and the European continent, including the Protestant
understanding of justification by faith alone apart from works. “The question that would occupy Cranmer for the remainder of his life,” according
to theologian Ashley Null, “was how exactly the sacraments of the church
fit into this new narrative.” Cranmer and others knew that the Roman
Catholic explanation of Communion was incompatible with the central
reformational learnings: the Bible as the primary authority, justification
by faith, and the priesthood of all believers. The Anglican formularies, including the Book of Common Prayer, teach us that the sacraments of the
gospel have their meaning and significance in the light of the central
message of the Bible.
Cranmer’s mission was to inculcate God’s word into the hearts of the
English people so that they could ruminate on it, inwardly and spiritually
digesting it to the strengthening of their union with Christ. As an extension of the word heard and received in the daily offices of Morning and
Evening Prayer, Communion is another way of feeding on God’s word. As
Cranmer himself would vividly describe it: “chewing it by faith in the cud
of their spirit, and digesting it in their hearts, feeding and comforting
themselves with that heavenly meat.”
Archbishop Cranmer wrote extensively and about this in his A Defense
of the True and Catholick Doctrine of the Sacrament of the Body and
Blood of Our Saviour Christ (1550). He devoted the third section of this
work to the question: in what way is God present and active in the sacrament? He wrote: “They [Roman Catholics] say, that Christ is received in
the mouth and entereth in with the bread and wine: we say, that he is received in the heart, and entereth in by faith” (Book III, Ch. II). This begins
to lay out in broad strokes how Cranmer differed from the Roman church
in his Protestant view of Communion. “Cranmer’s focus was not a change
in, or even instrumental use of the bread and wine, but rather the transformation of the recipients, who by the power of the Spirit were linked
afresh to the saving efficacy of Christ’s Incarnation and Passion.” The next
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generation’s theologian, Richard Hooker, was more nuanced than
Cranmer, but his eucharistic doctrine was the same. Hooker taught that
Christ is dynamically present in the liturgical action rather than statically
located in the bread and wine in a moment of consecration. Hooker stated that “the real presence of Christ’s most blessed body and blood is not
therefore to be sought for in the sacrament, but in the worthy receiver of
the sacrament. . .only in the very heart and soul of him which
receiveth” (Laws, V.67.6).
“They [Roman Catholics] say, that Christ is received in the mouth and
entereth in with the bread and wine: we say, that he is received in the
heart, and entereth in by faith (Book III, Ch. II).” - Thomas Cranmer
As faith is created and given when the word of God is preached, so also
one receives the grace of the sacrament by faith. Communion is God’s instrument for extending grace to his church and it is effective in “such as
rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same” (Article XXVIII). As a
result, Ashley Null again writes, “receiving the sacramental bread and
wine, not their prior consecration, became the liturgy’s climax. Now the
sacramental miracle was not changing material elements but reuniting
human wills with the divine.” God truly acts towards us in Holy Communion, and we are reset in our union (communion) with him by faith. This explains why some are visibly expectant and visibly blessed when they
come to receive Holy Communion.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus took the ordinary bread and
wine of the Passover meal and assigned to them new meanings: “This is
my body/blood which are given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me” (see 1 Corinthians 11:24-25). Notice that he said two things: “this is
my body and blood” and “do this in remembrance of me.” These two assertions correspond to the two different ways Holy Communion has been
understood in history.
Roman Catholics focus almost exclusively on the first understanding. In
the thirteenth century, Thomas Aquinas developed an elaborate explanation for the “real presence of Christ” that is the official doctrine of Roman
Catholicism today. Transubstantiation, as it is called, is the teaching that
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the bread and wine of Communion become the actual, corporeal body
and blood of Christ even though it still appears that they are bread and
wine. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, Aquinas believed, is reenacted on
the altar every time Holy Communion is celebrated. The English reformers opposed transubstantiation as “repugnant to the plain words of Scripture’’ because it gives “occasion to many superstitions” (Article XXVIII).
They saw this dogma as contrary to the recovered biblical doctrines of
justification by faith and the priesthood of all believers. Either Jesus was
sacrificed once for all as a sufficient offering for sin (Hebrews 9:28), or
there is something lacking in his death that requires a re-sacrifice on an
altar by an Old Testament-like sacrificing priest. For the English reformers, it was a clear and easy choice.
Many Protestants, on the other hand, focus on the remembrance part, reducing Communion to a symbolic meal and an occasion to remember the
events of the last supper and the crucifixion. As Jews each year remember
and celebrate God’s deliverance from Egypt by celebrating the Passover,
so this line of thinking views Jesus’ institution of Communion to be a constant reminder that he delivered us from the bondage of sin by his sacrifice on the cross.
Anglicans represent the middle way between these two understandings.
We agree that Communion is more than a memorial meal: that God himself is acting towards us in the sacraments. And we agree that their effect
is spiritual in the hearts of the faithful recipients. We believe that the reading and preaching of God’s word are the ordinary means and instruments
of salvation, and that sacraments are an extension of the ministry of the
word that offers the blessing of reunion with God. The real presence of
Christ is not material, located in the bread and wine (as Catholics say), but
spiritual in the hearts of those who receive the grace of the sacrament by
faith. Jesus is not objectively present "in" the bread and wine any more
than he was materially in the bread and wine of the Last Supper. His
corporeal body is in heaven “seated at the right hand of the Father” (as
the Apostles’ Creed tells us), where he lives to make intercession for us
(Hebrews 7:25). It is not "Jesus" sitting on the altar as a result of the actions
and words of a priest. No! It's far more glorious than that! By the Holy Spirit
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he is spiritually present in all his
transforming power when the
grace of the sacrament is received
by faith in the hearts of God's people, uniting us again to Christ and
Christ to us. For as we are reminded in our Communion prayers, the
Holy Spirit unites us to Christ so
that we may “be filled with thy
grace and heavenly benediction,
and made one body with him, that
he may dwell in us, and we in him.”

body of our Lord Jesus Christ which
was given for thee, preserve thy
body and soul unto everlasting life;
take and eat this in remembrance
that Christ died for thee, and feed
on him in thy heart by faith with
thanksgiving.” These are the same
words of administration in the 1662
Book of Common Prayer, the recognized standard for theology and
worship for the Anglican
Communion.

The middle way held by Anglicans
between “transubstantiation” and
“memorial supper” is seen in the
words of administration in the first
three Prayer Books. When a priest
distributed bread using the first
Book of Common Prayer (1549) he
said: “The body of our Lord Jesus
Christ which was given for thee.”
This soon sounded too much like
transubstantiation for Cranmer and
others, so the words were changed
for the 1552 revision: “Take and eat
this in remembrance that Christ
died for thee, and fed on him in thy
heart by faith with thanksgiving.”
This change sounded too much like
“memorial meal” for some. So the
first Elizabethan Prayer Book in
1559 brought the two ideas together with an emphasis on grateful receiving in our hearts by faith: “The

When Jesus instituted the
sacrament of Holy Communion he
told us several things to remember:
First, coming to Communion is not
an optional, take-it-or-leave-it experience for Christians. Jesus commanded his followers to “do this.”
He never made the same command
for Bible study, prayer, or committee meetings. It is obviously a priority for Jesus that we continue this
observance as a central feature of
our corporate Christian life.
Secondly, in Holy Communion we
anticipate the day that Jesus will
come again — the great heavenly
banquet! “Truly I tell you,” Jesus
said at the Last Supper, “I will never
again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in
the kingdom of God” (Mark 14:25).
Can you imagine what it will be
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like to sit at that table? St. Paul likewise instructs us to continue to celebrate Holy Communion until Jesus comes back (1 Corinthians 11:26).
Communion is a foretaste of the new heaven and new earth in a day
when few people give much thought to life after death or have much
hope for heaven. The most obvious reason the first Christians were so excited and joyful was because they really believed that Jesus was coming
back soon. They were anxious to experience the final installment of the
Kingdom of God. Our experience as Christians is either rote and anemic
or alive and vibrant - directly proportional to how much hope we have for
heaven. Holy Communion proclaims that Jesus will one day come back to
bring heaven to earth: “Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.” It reminds us of that great and wonderful mystery, which is “Christ
in you, the hope of glory!” (Colossians 1:27).
Third, Communion reminds us that the church is central to God’s plan.
“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all
partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17). We are born again, not
in isolation, but into a Christian family. I laughed when I first saw the
bumper sticker: “Lord, save me from your followers.” Anyone who has
been ambushed by pushy Christians or victimized by vulgar evangelism
can empathize with the saying. But it falsely suggests that someone can
be a growing and healthy Christian and not be in the church that Jesus
Christ started and heads. No local church or denomination is perfect and
there are hypocrites in every one of them. But church is God’s idea and
his plan for growing Christians (Ephesians 3:10). Holy Communion reminds us where we will find our spiritual nourishment.
Lastly, and most wonderful of all, when we “feed on him in our hearts by
faith with thanksgiving,” we feed on Jesus. He comes into us and eats with
us (Revelation 3:20) and he makes his home in us (John 14:23). As St. Paul
said, “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of
Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16). Holy Communion is renewing and resetting the intimacy with Jesus that is our birthright as his adopted children
- to be “filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one
body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him.”
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The Pope, the Ayatollah, and the future of the Middle East
- By Jalal Moughania
This week’s visit by 84-year-old Pope Francis to Iraq is significant for
many reasons. It is a celebration of the defeat of Islamic State/Daesh. It is
a recognition of the Iraqi people’s spirit. It is a reminder of the 1,400year history of Muslim-Christian coexistence. But perhaps most notable
is that senior Shi’a scholar, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, has hosted the
Pope in the city of Najaf. I have personally accompanied US and UK delegations to visit the Ayatollah since 2015. I know that, although they are
habitually camera shy, Iraq’s Shi’a clerics have strengthened civil society,
bolstered multiculturalism, and helped eradicate Daesh.
The world owes them more recognition — and to understand that their
tradition, worldview, and policies are not at odds with Western values,
and that “Ayatollah” is not always synonymous with the caricatures present in many Western minds.
Iraq is a Shi’a-majority country. Any visit to Iraq is a visit to the heartland
of Shi’a Islam. By visiting the “Shi’a capital” of Najaf, the resting place of
Imam Ali, Pope Francis is reaching out to an often invisible but hugely
significant school of thought in the Muslim world. This should also be the
beginning of more international celebration of the positive role religious
leaders like Ayatollah Sistani play in the region.
Such overdue recognition is in the interests of Shi’a Muslims — and all
Muslims who want the world to understand their faith as one of moderation and peace. It is also in the interests of Christian minorities in Iraq,
since it is Shi’a leaders who have been pivotal in transitioning the country to a “civil state” in post-Saddam society — an idea that the Ayatollah
has long promoted.
Under Baathist rule, Christian schools were nationalised, and a law was
passed dictating that the religion’s history could be taught in state
schools only if at least a quarter of the pupils were Christian. This
systemic sidelining of religious minorities was something that both Shi’a
and Christian Iraqis suffered — and the solidarity it bred has outlasted
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the dictator. This solidarity was crucial in the fight against Daesh, whose
recruits forced thousands of Christians to flee their homes.
The historic meeting between the Pope and the Ayatollah is a glimpse of
the future of the Middle East, one that puts spirituality and social justice
above politics and sectarianism.
Although there is no papacy in Islam, Grand Ayatollah al-Sistani is maybe the closest thing Muslims have to a pontiff. There are over 300 million
Shi’a Muslims worldwide, most of which follow the Grand
Ayatollah, despite him holding no political office and dedicating himself to
a simple life of learning and teaching. Although Sistani has been ranked
among the world’s most influential Muslims and was nominated — by a
group of exiled Iraqi Christians — for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, he
keeps a remarkably low profile internationally. Often, so does the community he represents.
This representation has been a lifeline for peace and stability in the region. On 13 June 2014, the Ayatollah delivered the famous wajib
al-kifai fatwa, a religious ruling on “collective obligation”. The Iraqi army had just collapsed after being defeated by Daesh in Mosul. The extremists were poised to march on Baghdad, and to destabilise the
region and the world for a generation. It was this fatwa that led to the
creation of thousands of volunteers who became known as the Popular
Mobilisation Forces, which ultimately provided the boots-on-the-ground
to retake territory from Daesh.
Although the history books may give more space to Coalition forces or
the Kurdish peshmerga, the true turning point of the war against Daesh
was when one man in Najaf wrote that “the responsibility for confronting
and fighting [the terrorists] is the responsibility of all, not of one sect or
one party alone.”
This was not an aberration; Iraq’s Shia Muslims, led by Sistani, have long
been committed to coexistence and social justice, not supremacism and
extremism. The roots of Shi’a apolitical work towards civil rights — and
especially minority rights -—run deep through Islam’s history. Whereas
some groups within Islam may have campaigned with military might
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and worldly power that propelled Muslim empires to imperial
greatness, Shi’a history is characterised by a quiet, principled
movement aimed at protecting human rights against the excesses of
power.
The Shi’a see themselves as guardians of the Prophet Muhammad’s
message — one embedded in moderation, coexistence, and peace. This
is why Shi’a Islam, including Sistani and his millions of followers around
the world, is so important to the future of coexistence in the Middle East,
and across the world. Just as Sistani’s edict six years ago was a turning
point in the fight against Daesh, his act of hosting of Pope Francis could
be a new page in Christian-Muslim relations. I hope the eyes of the
world can see that.
Jalal Moughania is an American lawyer, lecturer, and researcher. His
most recent book, co-authored with Hassan al-Hakeem, is The Pope
Meets The Ayatollah: An Introduction to Shi’a Islam. He serves as
Director at the Mainstay Foundation, an NGO working in the space of
research, education, and development.

The Grace of Grice
Homilies & Addresses
By popular request, Anglican focus has published this equally poignant
and humorous homily that was given by our Archbishop at the
consecration of Peter Grice as Bishop of Rockhampton on Wednesday
night
"Most profound of all, of course, Peter’s graciousness eloquently
manifests and expresses the very heart of the gospel. It resonates with
the nuances of tonight’s passage from John" (Archbishop Phillip
Aspinall, pictured here with the newly consecrated Bishop of
Rockhampton Peter Grice and clergy from around Australia)
Consecration of Peter Grice as Bishop in the Church of God
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St Matthias’ Day
24 February 2021
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
Acts 1.14-17, 20-26
Psalm 84
Phil 3.13-21
John 15.9-17

Peter stood up among the believers who prayed, “Lord … show us which
one you have chosen” (Acts 1. 15, 24).
Since 22 February 2020, just over twelve months ago, the people of
Rockhampton have prayed that same prayer.
The idea of being chosen is strongly emphasised in tonight’s Gospel: “You
did not choose me, but I chose you,” says Jesus.
That emphasis echoes throughout this consecration rite. The provincial
registrar will certify that Peter Grice has been duly elected according to
the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Rockhampton, and that the
Diocesan bishops of the Province of Queensland have confirmed Peter’s
fitness for this office. All present will be invited to declare that the people
of God accept Peter to minister as a bishop in the Church. These are all aspects of God choosing Peter through the Church.
Peter, in years to come if you ever question “Why me?”, if you ever get
frustrated or disappointed or exasperated at the shenanigans within your
own Diocese, or in the national Church, or in Australian society and bemoan the lot that has befallen you, and ask “Why me?”, the answer is on
the lips of the Lord: “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”
That fact is made an objective historical reality in this episcopal ordination rite. A long journey of maturing in ministry, of discernment, of prayer,
culminates tonight. Throughout your ministry you will be able to look back
on tonight and say, “It happened. It happened on St Matthias’ day 2021 in
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St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane: I was chosen and appointed by Christ
through Christ’s Church to this office and ministry of bishop in the Church
of God.”
But here’s a conundrum:
There’s a thing in theology called ‘the scandal of particularity’. It’s
expressed in the aphorism: “How odd of God to choose the Jews.”
It’s no less odd, it seems to me, than that God should choose Peter Grice to
be Bishop of Rockhampton. Out of all the options open to God, why
Peter? I doubt very much that Peter would say: because of his superior
holiness or intellect or knowledge of the scriptures or pastoral acumen or
organisational ability. Why then?
And adding complexity to the conundrum: why would God choose Peter
to be Bishop of Rockhampton and me to be Archbishop of Brisbane at the
same time?
This is sensitive, perhaps even dangerous, territory and I should be
careful not to make unwarranted and unfounded assumptions. But
external observers looking on the Province of Queensland might
conclude that Peter and I are a bit of an odd partnership with different
backgrounds and outlooks, different convictions and priorities. Observers
might anticipate that we will disagree, even clash; that conflict, struggle
and fireworks are in the wind. How odd of God to choose both Peter and
me.
As I say, be careful. This is mere speculation and may prove to be groundless in reality. But I have no doubt that those perceptions are out there.
Such perceptions seem to me to jump the gun. Tonight is the first time
Peter and I have met in person. At the time of his election I spoke with him
on the telephone. But since then all the arrangements have been made by
intermediaries liaising for us. So we are yet to get to know each other
personally.
Despite that I have reason to hope.

47

It has long been my practice to
invite a candidate for episcopal
ordination to choose whom they
want to lead their ordination retreat
and to preach at their consecration.
As usual I extended that invitation
to Peter.
I was somewhat taken aback by his
response.

It says more about me than it does
about Peter that I expected Peter to
choose a firm evangelical, even a
conservative evangelical, to preach
on this unique occasion. But to my
surprise the message relayed back
to me from Peter was “I would like
my Archbishop to take on that
particular duty.”
As I say, I was surprised, if not
shocked, by Peter’s response.
It’s not news to anyone that conflict
looms large at present in the
Anglican Church of Australia
Cultural, theological and exegetical
wars are well advanced and
unrelenting. Temperatures run high.
Relationships are frayed to breaking point. Tempers are strained.

refuse to acknowledge any truth
whatsoever in the convictions of
those they see as ‘opponents’.
Political machinations are rough.
In this context, Peter’s response was
profoundly gracious.
It has had, and may well continue to
have, ramifications beyond what
even Peter himself might have
intended.
That’s what happens with grace!
At a purely personal level, Peter’s
graciousness opened my eyes to
the extent to which the current
unholy context in the Anglican
Church of Australia had eroded my
own sense of faith and hope. Peter’s
response pulled me up short. It was,
for me, a moment of recognising
how far I had fallen short, a moment
of repentance, if you like, an
experience of healing, redemption.
It won’t escape you that this
instance of repentance was not
evoked by judgementalism,
brow-beating and finger-wagging.
Repentance and redemption were
evoked by the shock of
graciousness.

Various groups, firmly convinced
of their own unassailable grasp of
That’s what grace does.
the truth, use every opportunity to
press their own convictions through Beyond the purely personal level of
human relationships, though, I was
all available media and, it seems,
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taken aback, too, by Peter’s respect for the office of Archbishop, for this
office in the Church. To one of our intermediaries Peter described himself
as a ‘protocol man’, but there is much more than protocol at stake in his
decision. It may well have extensive ramifications institutionally and, more
deeply, ecclesiologically.
In a recently published book, Melbourne Anglican priest and scholar,
Alexander Ross, argues that we might well find a way through the current
woes of the international Anglican Communion by reclaiming the ancient
place of the autonomy of the ecclesiastical province and of Metropolitical
authority, as long as both are properly understood.
Ross (2020, p.22) argues that as early as the Council of Nicaea in 325, and
the Council of Antioch, some 15 years later, the ancient Church was well
used to the role of the province and the relationships between diocesan
bishops and their metropolitan. This is all set out quite explicitly in the
Canons of those Councils.
They emphasise proper subsidiarity: a bishop makes decisions regarding
his (and we would add or ‘her’) own diocese, but introduces nothing
significantly novel without the assent of the metropolitan.
And the metropolitan’s authority is not at all absolute. It’s “balanced by…
a consensual collegiality with the other bishops” (Ross, 2020, p.23).
When there’s disagreement among the bishops in a province the
metropolitan is responsible to consult neighbouring provinces.
Alex Ross argues that the relational approach envisaged by this provincial
polity and metropolitical authority is a much needed corrective to what he
regards as the poverty of ‘national church’ polity. The idea of the national
church was adopted in England at the time of the Reformation, for nontheological political purposes, and uncritically exported and adopted
elsewhere as the British empire expanded. In his view it is a plague on the
Anglican Communion, exacerbated by national churches personified in
Primates illegitimately arrogating authority to themselves.
Much is to be gained by reclaiming the ancient customs of provincial
polity and properly understood metropolitical authority.
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I’m not suggesting Peter had all this in mind when he described himself
as a ‘protocol man’ but, in the providence of God, Peter may have
stumbled across a goldmine of ecclesial possibilities unmined for
centuries.
That’s the kind of thing grace does! It transforms in unexpected ways – at
the personal level, yes, certainly, but also at the institutional and ecclesial
levels. We’ve been a bit short of grace in recent times, I think.
Most profound of all, of course, Peter’s graciousness eloquently manifests
and expresses the very heart of the gospel. It resonates with the nuances
of tonight’s passage from John.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another. No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends…You did not choose
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last…I am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.”
It‘s been observed (Askew, 2015, p.176) that love in this passage is not an
internal subjective feeling or a psychological state. It’s “an action- a really difficult action”. It’s a radical willingness to die – and not, notice, for
someone incredibly close and dear to you – “your child or your spouse”
– but for a fellow member of the Church! We struggle even to be civil and
courteous to fellow Church members. How many of us ever contemplate
dying for such a one?
Yet this goes to the heart of who Christ is and reveals the Father who sent
him. It’s the kenotic heart of the gospel of the Christ who empties himself,
humbles himself, exposes himself to exploitation and even ridicule and
harm from others in manifesting graciousness.
This love is not sentimentality or warm feelings, but a profoundly costly
action that “creates, redeems, bears fruit” as the one who loves lessens
him/herself and lays down their life for others (Askew, 2015, p.178).
This love, God’s love is “generative…[it] creates something new, [it]
restores what has been broken, completes what’s unfinished, heals what
has been hurt” and the lover diminishes him/herself in order to bear this
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fruit (Askew, 2015, p.180).

Peter’s gracious response to my invitation points to the heart of the
gospel and to a way forward for the Anglican Church of Australia:
“As tensions rise within the community of faith it is Christ-mindedness
rather than like-mindedness that will enable us to show compassion to
our friends in the faith and to keep the peace from being shattered.” (Askew, 2015, p.179)
Christ-mindedness is a radical willingness to diminish oneself in
graciousness to others: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. And that
is to abide in Christ’s love, who abides in the Father’s love. It is to be
one with the Father, in Christ.
So, Peter, your vocation as bishop is pretty straightforward. Let me sum
it up for you:
•You “will give every priest the parish he [or she] wants, and every
parish the priest it wants” without allowing long interregna.
•You are to be “a pastorally sensitive, administrative genius,” turning
around complex correspondence within two days while always having
your door open to whoever might drop by.
•Without fear or favour you are to “preach the Gospel prophetically in a
non-threatening way” as you welcome and affirm everyone.
•You are to reverse the decline in church attendance without appearing
triumphalist or being overly concerned about numbers, engaging
hordes of young people in an atmosphere that provides comfort to the
elderly.
•You are to be a strong, decisive, innovative leader who exploits
opportunities in a timely way while always acting collegially, consulting
extensively, keeping everyone happy and never departing from
received orthodoxy.
•You will always be out and about around the Diocese spending time
with clergy and laity alike as you remain up to date with theological
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and biblical scholarship and international affairs.

•You will fearlessly defend the rights of the poor, weak and vulnerable
in the community while avoiding dabbling in politics.
•You will be a holy person, immersed in prayer and meditation while
keeping a weather eye on the real world of budgets and finance.
•You “will provide extensive social services and educational
programmes at low cost, with few bureaucrats.”
•You will give clear strategic and policy direction in a non-directive way
while being a good listener and not selling out theology to
managerialism.
•You will be unshakeably loyal to your Archbishop while being your own
person and refusing to be pushed around by him.
•You will do all this with a smile on your face which doesn’t undermine
your natural gravitas, being out and about your vast Diocese seven days
a week and while being an exemplary husband and father and being
constantly attentive to your family.
(Adapted from source quoted by Donald Cameron, St John’s Cathedral
Brisbane, 2 February 2003).
That much is perfectly clear and straightforward.
Never forget though, that your ultimate responsibility, which is a bit
trickier, and set out in the gospel reading for this Feast of Matthias: that
is to prevent, as far as within you lies, a failure of love among the people
of God within and beyond the Diocese of Rockhampton.

You have been chosen and appointed to bear this fruit, fruit that will last.
The truth is that despite our differences we are one in Christ and we are
to love one another as Christ loves us. Your task is to manifest that truth.
How will the world believe that God has reconciled all things to himself
in Christ if we give up on it?
Amen.
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly
elected Primate of Australia; Glenn,
Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead,
our Regional Bishop; and for all the
bishops, priests, deacons and Religious
of the Anglican Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer
we are asked to Pray for the Church of
England and for its bishop and clergy
and all its people.

especially their Parish Priest, Fr Saleem
Dawani, and his ministry in the parish.
We remember also Jameel Maher, who
acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link
person with us. May both our parishes
be blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:

their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your
arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching
forth our hands in love, may bring those
who do not know you to the knowledge
and love of you; for the honour of your
name. Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,

Pray for our Children’s Church:

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and
for Fr Michael and Antonia, for
Rosemary, for David, for
Caroline, for Judith, for Brian and
for Bailey May God bless them and

strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the
hum of the universe heard, and together
with you and each other we build what
is beautiful, true, worthy of your
generosity to us, an echo of your
kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)
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Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh,
(West Bank, Palestinian
Territorries), our Anglican
Communion Partner: We remember

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.
O Lord, bless our Children's Church and
all its future endeavours, that through it
we may glorify you with your Father and
the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever.
Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to In love and charity please
life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
remember the recently departed,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust; especially that God may grant them a
lead me from hate to love, from war to
peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our
universe.

place of refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Norman Duffy; Emily

Grace Blythyn; Ronald John Mallett;
Cherie Annette Snell; Gwenith Alice
Pray for all in need, remembering Millicent Whitehead; Charles Walter
Spare; Grace Licciardello and for any
especially all those who seek to serve
others whose year’s mind falls around
and protect the vulnerable, the
this time.

homeless and the lonely. May they be
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
strengthened and encouraged to
let light perpetual shine upon them!
continue their good deeds.

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John
Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth
Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao
-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger;
David Laurence; David Morgan; Alister &
Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle
Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts;
David Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane
Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods;
Genevieve Woods & her fiancé Steven

Services during this week at St Paul’s
The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Wednesday 24th March - Paul Couturier, ecumenist (d.1953); Oscar Romero,
archbishop of San Salvador, martyr (d.1980)



Thursday 25th March - The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest
Honorary Priest
Lay Minister

Director of Music
Parish Organist
Captain of the Bell Tower
Organ Scholar
Sacristan
Rector’s Warden
People’s Wardens
Office Secretary

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins
rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM
Fr Jim Pettigrew
Ms Rosemary King

Mr David Russell
Michael Deasey FRSCM
Mrs Pam Brock
Bailey Yeates
Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664
Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619
Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid)

St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a
symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of
Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary
Mother of our Lord
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