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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 21st November 2021                                                                                                    

Solemnity of Christ the King - Last Sunday After Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist                                                                                                                    

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                

10.30am    Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday  

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year B   Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist            for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 23.1-7                            The First Reading           Jeremiah 33.14-16                                   

Ps 132.1-12 (13-18)                          The Psalm                Ps 25.1-10                                                                                                  

Revelation 1.4b-8                             The Epistle                   1 Thessalonians 3.9-13  

John 18.33-37     The Gospel                   Luke 21.25-38 
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s! 

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to  

worship again at St Paul’s after 

months of lockdown.  

The following services will be                   

offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral                        

 Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week 

Eucharist  

People are quite free to decide not 

to attend Church or any event if 

they do not feel comfortable doing 

so. All risk management                          

procedures will be scrupulously             

attended to including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - 

 either with a smartphone or a 

 COVID- 19 card; 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per two 

 square metre rule (except for 

 house hold groups) and sit in  

 alternate pews; 

 

 

The Greeting of Peace will continue 

as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be 

administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in 

the order of service. 

There will be no morning for the 

time being. When morning tea does 

resume, everyone will need to           

sign-in again using the Hall QR 

code and observe all relevant                     

hygiene protocols and physical    

distancing requirements. 

As the situation changes with                    

reference to the government’s                   

directives, we will review matters at 

that point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, 

over the past months, have helped 

us to remain connected to God and 

to each other through this                        

pandemic. Thank you for your                   

loving Service of God and of God’s 

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to 

work on the postponed                             

sesquicentenary celebrations and 

will communicate more about 

these, along with our Advent and 

Christmas services, in due course. 
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I hold you and our community,                

nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and            

surround you at this time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                              

James. 

Everyone is invited to join       

us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how   

Anglicans prefer to receive the 

bread and wine at Holy                                     

Communion; some stand, others 

kneel, most receive the wafer in the 

hand, a few wish to have it put on 

the tongue. Most like to guide the 

Chalice to their lips, others like to 

take it into their hands, while others 

prefer not to touch it at all. None of 

these variations really matter but 

simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of                   

concern for other worshippers, we 

ask you not to dip your bread into 

the wine. If you are uncomfortable 

receiving from the Common Cup 

the practice in our Parish is to                     

receive the bread only. Thank you.  

Judging by the number of people 

who do it, many must imagine that 

not receiving the Chalice to the   

lips but dipping the wafer or bread 

into the cup (called intinction) is a 

more hygienic way of receiving the                       

Sacrament. Nothing could be                   

further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has             

already been in contact with the 

lips of others, with all the best                  

intentions in the world, the fingers 

of those who dip often come in                  

contact with the wine. Disease can 

spread more easily through the 

hands than through the lips, making 

this method the most unhygienic. In                 

addition, the Prayer Book directs 

that all consecrated wine must be               

consumed before it leaves the 

Church, meaning that someone, 

usually the Chalice Assistant or the 

Celebrant, has to drink the left-over 

wine that has had multiple contacts 

with hands.  

In order to protect others it is               

perhaps understandable to want to 

dip if one has sore lips or has a 

cold, but the consensus of the 

Church is that taking only the 

bread is fully participating in                     

Communion. 

Christmas Raffle 

Tickets available at $2 each or 3 for $5 

More details to follow 
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Last The street stall last Saturday,  

13th November despite the extremely 

wind conditions, we sold jams,               

chutneys, cakes and plants and  

raised $235.80 plus the sales on              

Sunday of $70.15 made a total of 

$305.95.  

Please make sure you make contact 

with me to order your goods                      

including spinach so you are not             

disappointed. 

The Trading Table will not be able to 

take place at present due to the 

COVID restrictions. I have had                

people wanting to buy the many 

jams, marmalades and chutneys                    

that I have been busy preparing                   

during the lockdown. I have decided 

the best way to help everyone get a 

chance to buy the goodies is to                

pre-order and I will have your parcel 

ready to collect after the service. I 

will list the varieties of goodies that 

are available for you to choose from. 

Butters 

 Lemon, Lemon Lime & Passion fruit 

Chutneys/Pickles 

Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw  

Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green               

Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, 

Pear & Apple Chutney, Green Mango                            

Chutney, Green Tomato Chutney 

Jams 

Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden 

Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam, 

Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly, Apple 

Jelly, Quince Jelly, Lilly Pilly Jelly, 

Strawberry Jam, Raspberry Jam, Blue-

berry Jam, Choko & Ginger Jam, 

Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce 

Marmalades 

Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with 

Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & Gin-

ger, Cumquat, Orange, Orange & Rum 

& Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange & 

Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lem-

on, Orange & Lemon with Ginger, Or-

ange & Passionfruit Jelly  Orange & 

Apricot,  Citrus (various combina-

tions of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby 

Grapefruit & Pomegranate, Chai 

Spice Grapefruit  

Spinach 

Bunches of spinach will also be avail-

able 

If you would like anything please con-

tact me either by email, text or phone 

with your order. There are only a few 

jars available for some of the varie-

ties. 

Looking forward to seeing you all 

soon! 

Pam Brock 

E: pambrock@hotmail.com  

Ph: 97473619 or  M: 0402547892 

Click & Collect 

Trading Table  

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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Barry’s Writing  -                            

Suffering and tragedy  

Suffering in the world is a special 

problem for Christians because they 

believe in a loving God (who wants 

to stop suffering) who is all powerful 

(and therefore capable of stopping 

it). Yet the fact remains that suffering 

goes on, and God seems to do            

nothing about it. There are no simple 

answers to this problem, as anyone 

has asked God why?  

But Christians believe that the Bible 

which is realistic about suffering              

also gives us some pointers towards 

an answer. 

The origin of suffering seems to lay 

the blame for a lot of the world                

suffering at our doorstep. It says        

that God made men and women  

who could freely choose right and 

wrong themselves and they chose to 

go against God. This has ultimately 

lead to the modern problems of                     

refugee camps kidnapping and              

hostages. Aggressive wild powers 

pollution and the nuclear threat and 

so on. Making an enemy of God also   

makes us enemies of each other.  

God could’ve stopped World War II 

happening or the Titanic sinking,   

the answer is that we don’t fully 

know why God does not intervene       

in world events. But many Christians 

believe that it has something to do 

with the fact that God made us with 

the free will and does not want to 

rob us by stepping in whenever 

something is going wrong. 

Why do earthquakes, volcanoes, 

floods and famine destroy valuable 

crops and wipeout whole                 

community‘s?  

The Bible says that the whole                 

creation has been spoiled by human 

rebellion against God. It even says 

that creation is in chains – and slave 

to decay and death. This situation 

can often be aggravated by human 

exploitation and miss use of the                   

natural world. 

Many people seem to think that God 

is aloof from their suffering, but if the 

Bible is true we need to think again.. 

Jesus God son suffered the rejection 

of his friends and an agonising 

death partly to show us that God is 

involved in our pain even to the 

point of experiencing it for himself. 

Jesus resurrection from death shows 

his person and triumph over death – 

and this is a triumph he has                       

promised to share with those who 

believe in him. 

-  Barry Brandy  



9 

 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line and Sunday giving: $3865.85                  

Parish Pantry: $220 

Donation to PP from St Luke’s Enmore: 

$500 

TOTAL OF GIVING:$4585.85 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has                 

benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they 

have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their 

death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills 

by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that 

generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well 

maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest 

are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I               

bequeath the sum of $.........                    

to the Rector and Wardens of                       

the Anglican parish of  St Paul,                 

Burwood, to be used at their             

absolute discretion for the         

charitable purposes of the            

parish." 

 

 

Donations with Tax                               

Deductibility - National Trust 

Account 

If you would like to make a donation to 

the Parish for the upkeep and                  

maintenance of the Heritage building it 

can be done through the  National 

Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St 

Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                           

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney 

NSW 

Please contact Pam for more                   

details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National 

Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an                  

address to post it to. Thank you. 

Intercession calls 

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, we will be renewing our              

intercession list for the next six months. Please advise if you wish                    

existing names to stay, names to be added or names to be deleted by 

this Tuesday 23rd November. Contact the parish office or                                  

Fr Michael at the following email: michael@stpaulsburwood.org.au 
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Toys for Christmas Giving 

In the immediate Burwood area there are several families that will spend 

Christmas in a Refuge within walking distance of St Paul’s. Along with their 

mothers and siblings Christmas will be a safe place but it won’t be the 

same. 

These children belong to the families that we have been supplying food                          

hampers to each fortnight for some weeks now.  All 18 children will have a 

very different Christmas this year. 

I enquired what these children would like for Christmas and we came up 

with the following wish list. They range in age from 2.5 years to 18 years of 

age. 

These lists have been compiled by a social worker in conjunction with the 

mother and of course the child. 

All toys must be new and in good working order. If you are able to purchase 

one of these toys for one of the children please right your name next to it on 

the clip board at the back of the church. We don’t want several barbie dolls 

and no footballs. Some gifts are expensive. You might like to get together 

with a group to purchase the present 

 

AGE SEX REQUEST 

11 M Micro Scooter  

5 M Transformers 

8 M Superhero figurine 

10 F Telescope 

15 F Mobile Phone 

18 F Mobile Phone 

15 F BTS  album Butter 
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 Either 2 Samuel 23.1-7 or Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; 

 either Psalm 132.1-12 or Psalm 93;  

 Revelation 1.4b-8; John 18.33-37 

"So, you are a king?" 

Pilate asks Jesus this question, soldiers placed a 

crown of thorns on Jesus' head, and hailed him as 

king. The text above Jesus' head on the cross stated:  

"Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews". What say you?  He came to teach 

God's love, he offered his life to save our life, what say you? Is Christ your 

King? 

 Pray that others may see and welcome Christ the King into their hearts 

also.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 

Text: Fr Richard Brown Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 

to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the             

    Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for   

    Mary Mother of our Lord 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Small, courageous actions can create a significant                       

cultural shift - By Robyn Andréo-Boosey, the Program Manager of 

the Diocese of Melbourne’s Preventing Violence Against Women Pro-

gram 

Most of us want to stop violence against women. A deep shift is need-

ed to address the culture and social enablers underpinning and          

driving men’s violence against women, and prevent it from occurring. 

However, culture change can seem big and overwhelming. Where do 

we begin? What will it take?  

What if I told you that by taking small, courageous actions in our daily 

life, we can create a significant cultural shift? 

That is where the active bystander approach comes in. It is proving to 

be a powerful tool enabling each of us to begin right where we are – 

and the diocese has a history of bystander action to build upon.  

A bystander is a person who witnesses or hears about a harmful                

incident or situation but is not directly involved in it. An “active by-

stander” is someone who, upon witnessing or hearing such an                 

incident or situation, responds with some sort of action that                        

communicates their disapproval. When it comes to preventing                      

violence against women, it is about taking action in response to every-

day sexism, gender stereotypes, disrespect towards women and              

anything that excuses or trivialises violence against women. For             

instance, it could be challenging a casual sexist joke, disparaging   

language, a stereotyping comment or unfair or disrespectful treatment 

of someone. It can also be identifying and seeking to change                            

discriminatory policies and practices.  

Bystander action can take many forms. It includes speaking up,                       

signalling disapproval through body language or facial expression, or 

reporting an incident – either during or afterwards. Engaging others 

to speak out and take action is also a form of bystander action. The   
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action you take depends on a range of factors, including the situation 

and how confident, calm and safe you feel to act. 

We often want to take action but can get stuck because we do not know 

what to say or do – and we can even doubt whether it is our place to  

intervene: “What is the point? It won’t change anything.” 

Our shaky inner thoughts could not be further from the truth. Research 

shows that constructive bystander action is a critical contribution to 

creating positive culture change. When we challenge sexist or                       

disrespectful comments or behaviour, we start to disrupt the current 

culture by sending a loud, clear signal that this is not acceptable and 

that we will not stand for it. This discourages harmful attitudes and               

behaviour by establishing social consequences for them. When we do 

this collectively, our call for change gains strength and momentum. 

Our bystander action functions as a catalyst for cultivating a safe, fair, 

respectful and inclusive environment, where everyone can thrive.  

In the Gospels, we see how Jesus, time and again, challenges the                   

culture around him in both words and actions. We are called to follow 

His example. 

This year, for the United Nations’ 16 Days of Activism against Gender-

based Violence (25 November – 10 December), the diocese’s                     

Preventing Violence Against Women Program invites you to find out 

more about how to be an active bystander, and how to promote and 

support bystander action in our churches. 

The diocese’s Preventing Violence Against Women Program will be 

providing resources, sharing stories and facilitating an online                       

discussion to equip you with strategies and ideas to feel more                         

confident to take bystander action – and to start conversations about 

the importance of bystander action in our church communities.  

Preventing violence against women is everyone’s business. Let us be 

intentional and learn to use our daily actions and interactions to create 

and reinforce the culture we long to see – one where everyone can 

flourish and know life in its fullness. 
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Actor John Bell says we 

need art that helps us make 

sense of the COVID-19 pan-

demic  

- By Simon Leo Brown 

In 2015, John Bell stepped aside 

from Bell Shakespeare, the Austral-

ian theatre company he co-

founded 25 years previously. 

At the time he made one thing 

very clear: he was not retiring. 

True to his word, Bell has been 

busy ever since — writing,                 

performing and making public  

appearances, including recently 

on Q&A ahead of his forthcoming 

ABC Boyer Lectures.  

But the 81-year-old accepts that      

refusing to retire isn't for everyone. 

"I think maybe surgeons should 

have a used-by-date, for instance, 

before they get a bit shaky," he 

says. 

"Whereas, say, psychiatrists,           

authors or newspaper editors, 

there's no reason why they should 

stop as long as they keep their 

minds fresh and can roll with the 

times rather than get stuck in a 

groove." 

 

He says community elders can 

have a unique role to play. 

Australia does not have many    

mentoring programs, he says, and 

there should be more thought put 

into how we can better pass 

knowledge from generation to          

generation. 

In Bell's case, he's continuing to do 

occasional classes and talks to 

share what he's learnt over the 

years. 

"Even then, I suppose, with           

teachers you have to be careful    

because a drama teacher can get a 

bit out of touch and be sticking to 

the old ways," he says. 

"The younger generation needs 

somebody younger and fresher 

and more in tune with the                  

zeitgeist." 

If, as he says, it's up to each indi-

vidual to decide how long they 

continue to contribute, why does 

Bell keep working so hard? 

"I think I'm probably just driven ac-

tually — and it's not necessarily a 

great thing to be," he says. 

When Bell finds himself with free 

time, he feels he should be per-

forming or working on a new show. 
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It's a state of being he describes as 

"a curse". 

"It means I can't really enjoy just 

taking time out to flop on the 

beach," he says. 

"I've got to be thinking of the next 

project or actually working on 

one." 

One man in his time plays many 

parts 

Nonetheless Bell has been            

enjoying himself. 

In the past two years alone, he has 

released a book and toured his 

new one-person play, One Man in 

His Time, to celebrate 30 years of 

the company he founded. 

He's especially fond of his recent 

collaborations with musicians in-

cluding the Tinalley String Quartet 

and pianist Simon Tedeschi. 

These shows are based around mu-

sic and poetry. In the show Bright 

Star, for example, John Bell per-

forms Keats while Tedeschi plays 

works by Schubert. 

Bell says the shows are popular 

and easy to do, as they can be 

transported easily and put on at a 

moment's notice. 

He also enjoys simply being on 

stage with musicians, seeing and 

hearing them work up close. 

"I'm very in awe of their talent and 

their technique," he says. 

"I find musicians have a very               

different attitude to their work and 

a great sense of humour, and I just 

enjoy that very different                         

atmosphere. 

"It's different to the energy you find 

with actors in a theatre show — not 

better or worse, just different." 

He hasn't done as much perform-

ing as he'd have liked recently. 

Like many others in the live perfor-

mance industry, Bell has had his 

share of postponed and cancelled 

shows. 

He thinks it will take time for              

Australian theatre to emerge from 

the pandemic. 

He's also noticed that most theatre 

companies are being cautious in 

their programming and mainly 

presenting light-hearted produc-

tions with wide box office appeal. 

"There won't be very much in the 

way of adventurous productions, I 

think, for a little while until the the-

atres feel safe and solid again." 



19 

It's a similar approach to one he 

took with Bell Shakespeare years 

ago after the sudden departure of 

a general manager – but Bell 

points to one key difference. 

While Bell Shakespeare's produc-

tions never had fewer than nine       

actors on stage during that time, 

he says, most of the upcoming    

productions that have been              

announced have very small casts. 

"Many of the companies, I notice, 

are putting on two- or three-

handers for some time to come," 

he says. 

He believes this will be a problem 

for the industry given that many 

Australian actors have missed out 

on up to two years' work. 

"I think the companies should be 

trying as much as possible to en-

large their cast size and employ as 

many artists as they can to get the 

acting profession back on its feet." 

But while he wishes theatre                 

companies were employing more 

people, Bell is more enthusiastic 

about who they are employing. 

 

"I think the big push now, in, espe-

cially in the theatre is about diver-

sity and including people whose 

voices haven't been heard enough 

in the past," Bell says. 

He says there is more cultural and 

gender diversity in Australian the-

atre than ever before. 

"Theatre is changing [its] attitude a 

bit towards who should be on 

stage and who's not allowed up 

there." 

Some have greatness thrust            

upon them 

Bell has spent much of the past few 

years thinking about leadership. 

His recent book, Some Achieve 

Greatness, outlines the lessons to-

day's leaders can take from the 

works of Shakespeare. 

It's a subject he returns to in his 

ABC Boyer Lectures, which begin 

this weekend. 

Bell says, as we emerge from the 

pandemic, leaders will need to be  

articulate, courageous and resili-

ent and will require generosity,                   

compassion and empathy. 

And while our political leaders 

may not always inspire us, he 

hopes our cultural leaders can. 

He says it's important theatres 

commission writers to capture 
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what we've all been through these 

past two years. 

"I think there's been a greater 

awareness of our fragility," Bell 

says. 

In this period of uncertainty, he 

says, people will look to the arts 

for reassurance. 

This doesn't mean only program-

ming "dismissive, cheerful" pieces, 

he says, but also work that exam-

ines the meaning of life – why we 

are here, and how we can make the 

most of it. 

"I think one of the most disturbing 

things, for me, has been looking 

around the world and seeing the 

devastation that a pandemic has 

caused," Bell says. 

"I hope that might have some 

[positive] impact on our artists and 

make us a little less insular and a 

bit more aware of the global                 

catastrophe we've been through 

and how much [other] countries 

need our support. 

"I mean, what's happening in              

Afghanistan now is simply                     

appalling, with tens of millions of 

people on the brink of starvation, 

and the world's doing nothing." 

But what we can't do, Bell says, is 

give into helplessness and simply 

throw our hands up in despair. 

He believes we must be more              

imaginative in the way we cope 

with the catastrophes of the future 

– particularly those wrought by            

climate change. 

Some countries have been                  

enlightened in their approach to 

climate change, he says, but                 

Australia isn't one of them. 

"I think Australia's policy is really 

deficient," he says. 

"And of course, we've got [those] 

like Russia and China, sitting                  

outside the room and not offering 

much in the way of encourage-

ment. 

"That's a gigantic worry because 

without those two superpowers      

engaging with this, there's not 

much hope for the rest of us." 

"I wish the whole world community 

could come together and really 

agree on a policy that would                  

support everybody." 

 

 

 



21 

Technological encroachment and the threat of the 

“metaverse”   - By Stuart Rollo, a Postdoctoral Research                 

Fellow in the Department of a Government and International Relations 

at the University of Sydney.     

Last week, Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced 

that the company would rebrand as “Meta”. The new name, and the 

tweaked infinity loop logo, aim to better represent Zuckerberg’s all-

encompassing vision for “the metaverse” — an interconnected virtual 

and augmented reality platform that promises to service almost every 

area of our lives. In his launch of the metaverse, Zuckerberg delivered 

an impassioned panegyric to technology and its power to improve our 

world, stating that humanity’s bright techno-future will be built by those 

who are willing to stand up and say, “this is the future we want, and I’m 

going to keep pushing and give everything I’ve got to make it happen.” 

It is now incumbent on those of us who do not believe that technology — 

particularly on its current trajectory — is leading humanity toward a bet-

ter and brighter future, to offer a riposte. Despite promises that the 

metaverse will be a space that will enshrine privacy, opportunity, equity, 

and inclusivity into a new realm of limitless creative opportunity, the re-

ality is that this is simply one further step down the path of the reshaping 

of human social, cultural, and economic activity around the commercial 

prerogatives of big tech, much to our collective detriment. 

Zuckerberg speaks of the metaverse as if it were being developed in or-

der to harmonise with the individual and social goals of humanity, and 

enhance our capacity to creatively engage with each other. But histori-

ans and philosophers have long understood that technology is not mere-

ly shaped by human goals and desires. Rather, technology also comes to 

shape human society to fit its own internal logics, which are themselves 

closely entwined with patterns of commercial production and the accu-

mulation and concentration of profit. 

In his magisterial work Technics and Civilisation, Lewis Mumford                  

described the process by which inventions — from the mechanical clock 

in the middle ages, to the electricity-powered production lines of the 
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early-twentieth century — contributed to the reordering of human                  

society around the dominant form of technological production. Today, 

we are in the early stages of a new technological era, the digital age, 

but much of the way we organise ourselves socially, culturally, and 

economically predates digital technology. Zuckerberg’s metaverse 

aims to change all that. 

Life in a “Technopoly” 

The metaverse — which promises to combine personal life (the “home 

base”), social life (by means of “worlds” in which you can digitally 

craft and attend events and activities in common with others), and pro-

fessional life (through “workrooms”, their “flagship productivity solu-

tion”) — is an ambitious plan to expand the company’s ability to track, 

analyse, and sell your data, while centring Meta as the platform 

through which we live out our digital lives, with all of the commercial 

activity and consumption this entails. 

Neil Postman, one of the most piercing critics of technology at the ear-

ly stages of the digital age, believed that we were, under the leader-

ship of the United States and its powerful multinational corporations, 

entering a new period of social organisation which he referred to as a 

“Technopoly”. In a Technopoly, all human cultural and social life is 

subordinated to the machine. We come to live and conceive of human 

existence and its meaning in a manner that is primarily mediated 

through our interactions with technology. Postman encouraged us all 

to think very clearly about the “problems” that new technologies 

claimed to solve, as well as whose problems they were, and what other 

problems would be created as a result of implementing the new tech-

nology. 

The claim put forward by Zuckerberg is that the “problem” Meta sets 

out to address is that we are too socially disconnected and creatively 

hampered. The metaverse will set us free in an environment “where 

you can do almost anything you can imagine” — an environment in 

which economic opportunity, privacy, equity, and inclusion are built               
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into the code that undergirds the whole platform, unlike our risky,            

unequal, socially divided reality. 

The problem here is obvious to anybody who has been paying even            

cursory attention to the proliferation of social media companies over the 

past decade or so: these are problems that are caused and exacerbated 

by social media itself. It is no coincidence that the decades of the as-

cendancy of Silicon Valley to the centre of the global economy have also 

been the years in which economic inequality has skyrocketed to levels 

that not only meet, but by some authoritative accounts substantially ex-

ceed, those seen at the height of the decadence of Rome’s slave-empire. 

Disruption and destruction 

Big tech runs off the destruction of once-viable industries, the replace-

ment of workers and stable careers with algorithms or “gigs”, which en-

tail fewer rights and much degraded conditions. Only able to do this as a 

result of the nearly limitless credit they are extended by speculative 

technology investors, and the enactment of predatory pricing practices, 

big-tech destroys economic opportunity for much of the working and 

middle classes, concentrating profits globally, and syphoning them back 

to Silicon Valley, where they will go on to fund the next tech 

“entrepreneur”. The bigger the messianic complex of the founder, the 

more useless and anti-social the “disruption” to the status quo, or indeed 

the more flagrantly fraudulent the project, the more attractive the venture 

appears to be to many Silicon Valley investors. 

In Facebook’s case, the biggest economic destruction it has wrought has 

been in the field of media and journalism. Facebook is a strange beast: it 

is a “tech company” which derives 98 per cent of its US$86 billion in an-

nual revenue from advertising income. This is money that once flowed 

through tens of thousands of different outlets in what was once a vibrant 

mediasphere. Facebook and other tech titans have driven a massive              

decline in the quantity of newspapers, and, through the proliferation of 

clickbait and psychologically manipulative user experience, the quality 

of journalism. Our civic life and democratic institutions have suffered 

greatly in recent years as a result. 
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Facebook and big tech have not only degraded our discursive and politi-

cal environments, but also severely damaged our mental health — partic-

ularly that of younger people. The replacement of social life with highly 

addictive online platforms like Facebook has been a major driver of the 

dramatic rise in rates of depression, anxiety, and compulsive behavioural 

disorders in recent years. Numerous studies have demonstrated a clear 

correlation between the degradation of mental health in teenagers and 

the rise of the use of social media. Large increases in suicidal ideation 

and self-harm among young people over the past decade point to some 

of the more obvious impacts of crafting new online worlds at the expense 

of investing our creative and emotional energies into the real world. 

The solution, or more of the problem? 

The idea that the metaverse is here to help with these and other of the 

myriad social problems of today is farcical. It is not merely a case of the 

pattern described by Sigmund Freud in Civilisation and its Discontents, 

in which new technologies are often developed to solve problems that 

new technologies themselves have created. It is, rather, a brazen push to 

expand the very root of the problem that has already been diagnosed 

further into every corner of our lives — hidden behind a thin patina of 

“inclusivity”, “opportunity”, and “entertainment”. 

It is striking just how superficial the appeal of the metaverse really is. 

Watching the hour-long launch video, one is left with the impression that 

this was rushed so as to allow Facebook a substantial lead in being first-

to-market. The aesthetics are a poor simulacrum of the beauty of the nat-

ural world, littered with intrusive doodads and banalia like flying khoi 

fish, robots, and astronauts. Thankfully, it still feels like a distant idea that 

sitting in a drab featureless room wearing a virtual reality headset, as far 

removed from the natural beauty of the world as you could possibly be, 

would be enlivening, exciting, or appealing to most people. 

Zuckerberg bragged that the “killer use cases” of his virtual reality world 

was that you could be engaged in conversation while replying to other 

messages and conducting other tasks. Ironically, he describes this as 

something that will facilitate a “deep sense of presence”. The opposite is 
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true. As anyone whose life has 

spanned pre- and post-digital net-

worked communications knows, the 

distraction of devices and applica-

tions is tyrannous to a sense of 

calmness or productivity. The 

metaverse is more ceaseless, mean-

ingless, chatter, there to farm our at-

tention and engagement for data to 

more effectively sell us products. 

Recovering the human 

The visceral repellence of the 

metaverse means that it is, for now, 

just as likely to prove an expensive 

failure as a breakthrough success. 

Either way, it remains a sign of 

things to come. The steady pressure 

from big tech persists to push all 

human activity further and further 

online, in order better to surveil,        

analyse, and commodify our every 

word, thought, experience, and              

relationship. This will increasingly 

be sold to us under the false-

progressive pretences of inclusivity, 

sustainability, opportunity, and             

equity. It embodies none of these 

things. 

Lewis Mumford believed that 

through social will, an organic hu-

manism could reassert itself over 

technology, weaning us of techno-

logical dependence and allowing 

us as humans to bend technology to 

our will rather than be reshaped in 

its image. Other theorists and phi-

losophers — such as Henry David 

Thoreau, Marshall McLuhan, and 

Neil Postman — have been less op-

timistic. 

We are approaching an inflection 

point for this debate over human 

agency in the face of technology. If 

we are to assert human agency and 

individual and social interest over 

the spread of technology, we should 

be doing everything we can to roll 

back the influence of social media 

and big tech from our lives, not              

embracing its further                              

encroachments. 

  

Sesquicentenary Dinner 

The new date for our dinner is Friday night the 25th February 2022 at 6pm 

for 7pm start. Many of you have already booked and paid for it already. 

That’s great! But with Covid and all the changes brought about, especially 

the change of date, we now have 8 places. If you would like to book any of 

these please see Rosemary. Anyone who has not yet paid could pay now 

please. 
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[CELEBRANT] Let us now pray to the Lord God who is the Alpha and the 

Omega, who is and who was and who is to come, through Christ who is 

the King of Glory. 

Jesus Christ, everlasting ruler of the world, guide all nations in justice and 

peace, and all leaders in wisdom and integrity. Pour your blessings on 

Elizabeth our Queen, Scott our Prime Minister, Dominic our Premier, and all 

state and local leaders. Inspire them with the oracles of King David that they 

may preside over people justly, ruling in the fear of God like the light of 

morning.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.  

As we plead for your church we bring before you Justin of Canterbury, 

Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our Metropolitan, Michael our bishop, James 

our Rector and all the ministry team. From the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, 

today we remember before you the Church of Bangladesh. Make your whole 

church a people who hearts are ruled by your forgiveness, love and grace.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.  

Bless those who are our companions in life, for family and friends, for our 

parish community, for our neighbours, for those who love us and for those 

who have hurt us. Make us a people whose hearts are ruled by your 

reconciliation and love.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.  

Christ the King of Glory, true comforter to all who suffer, we bring before 

you those who are sick in body, mind or spirit; those lost in grief, loneliness, 

guilt or despair, and all those in prison. For your peace, healing and comfort 

we bring to your healing hands all those on our parish prayer list:  

Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; 

June Cameron; Darren; Malcom Green; Grace Mao-Jing; Greg; Enid Kell; 

Norma Kneipp; Carol Kroger, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David 

Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Intercessions 21-11-21  

CHRIST THE KING 
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Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret Stephenson; 

Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff 

Voller and Bob Woods.  

Make us a people whose hearts are ruled 

by your compassion and hope. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.  

We give you thanks for your faithful 

servants of every age. We pray for the 

recently departed, Caroline Wall. We also 

pray for those whose year’s mind occurs at 

this time especially Robert Leslie Cowen; 

David Brent Howard; David Gordon Way;            

Fr John Holle;  Muriel Schoer; Douglas 

Stewart Edwards and Bessie Thompson 

Help us to follow in the footsteps of your 

saints, that we, like them, may be gathered 

into your eternal presence, a people after 

your own heart, the sheep of your own fold.  

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have 

promised to hear our prayers.                                                                  

[ALL] Grant that what we have asked in 

faith we may by your grace receive,                                                                      

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Tuesday 23rd November - Clement of Rome, Bishop and Martyr   

             (d.c.100)   

 Wednesday 24th November - James Noble, Pioneer Aboriginal Deacon  

 

The flowers in the church                    

today are in loving memory of  

                                                                 

Fr John Holle 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Fondly remembered with deep 

affection by his wife Moya. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto him                       

O Lord,                                                                                                       

and let light perpetual shine 

upon him. 
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