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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 23rd May 2021 

   Day of Pentecost - (Last Sunday of Easter/ Whitsunday)  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

5.00pm   Choral Evensong  

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee 

in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Acts 2.1-21                      The First Reading                 Isaiah 6.1-8                           

Ps 104.26-36                     The Psalm                      Ps 29                                                                            

Romans 8.22-27                The Epistle                       Romans 8.12-17                                     

John 15.26-27;16.4b-15     The Gospel                      John 3.1-17    
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Celebrate Pentecost Sunday today                                                                                             

In John 14: 25-27 we read that Jesus said: 

I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, 

the  Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you                   

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be  troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

As we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, may you experience God's 

peace in the depths of your being. 

What is Whitsunday and why is it celebrated? 

The first Pentecost marked the beginning of 

the Christian church as an official,               

meaningful movement 

While Pentecost may not be as widely 

known or celebrated as Christmas and          

Easter, Pentecost is one of the most                   

significant dates of the Christian calendar. 

The festival, commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the                 

disciples following the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus 

Christ. 

The biblical account describes how the apostles, who were gathered to 

celebrate the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, began to talk in foreign 

tongues, leading the massed onlookers to assume that they were drunk. 

However, Saint Peter explained that the disciples were inspired by the 

Holy Spirit and preached the first Christian sermon, prompting the                 

conversion and baptism of 3,000 people. 

This first Pentecost marked the beginning of the Christian church as an 

official, meaningful movement, so the celebration is widely considered 

the birthday of Christianity. 
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Why is the festival called               

Pentecost? When is it celebrated? 

The festival’s name comes from the 

Greek word ‘Pentekostos’, meaning 

’50’. 

It is celebrated on the seventh             

Sunday after Easter, which today we 

refer to as the last Sunday of Easter, 

marking 50 days since the final   

Sabbath of Passover, and so falls             

on a different date each year. 

Why is it also known as Whitsun? 

While ‘Pentecost’ is more widely 

used, in the UK, traditionally the 

church has referred to the               

celebration as ‘Whitsun’, or ‘ Whit 

Sunday’. It is only referred to as 

Pentecost once in the BCP 1662. 

It is believed that the name comes 

from Pentecost being a day for                 

baptisms, when participants would 

dress in white. 

‘Whitsun’ is also thought to derive 

from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘wit’, 

meaning ‘understanding’, to cele-

brate the disciples being filled with 

the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

How is it celebrated? 

Between 1871 and 1978 the festival 

was marked by a UK bank holiday 

on Whit Monday, the day after Whit 

Sunday, before it was replaced by 

the current Spring Bank Holiday on 

the last Monday of May. However,                        

Pentecost Monday is still a public 

holiday in many European                    

countries, such as France, Germany 

and Belgium. 

Within Christianity the day is still 

popular for baptisms, while some 

churches hold Whit Walks. Folk          

traditions such as cheese rolling 

and morris dancing also have                 

long-standing associations with                   

Whitsunday in England. 

For us today Pentecost is a time for 

renewal and acknowledgement of 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit              

into our lives, to reflect again on the                   

promises made at our own  Baptism 

and that we confirmed at our                       

Confirmation – to live our lives as 

the sons and daughters of our                  

loving God. May Pentecost be a 

time of committing ourselves anew 

to the service of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and His kingdom. Praise be 

to God for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

COVID-19 What you can and can't do under the rules | NSW                      

Government  

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical                   

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised 

$105.20 last Sunday.   

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange and lemon,             

Seville orange, Blood Orange, Grapefruit, Grapefruit & Pomegranate, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime, Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat),                

Butters (Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime, Lemon & Passionfruit)) peach & 

plum, apricot, raspberry, strawberry & apple, Choko & Ginger,  jams, 

Crab Apple jelly, Crab Apple Sauce, Quince and Apple sauce, Lilly Pilly 

Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple,  

Cumquat,  Paw Paw 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s fans a few still available $2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each. 

Cards of St Paul’s stained glass windows available again $3.50 each 
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Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at varying prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley, basil, rocket available for $2 each 

             Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

             White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus 

      more 

We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first. 

Is anyone able to do folk art? Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making 

jams? Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 

Photos for the 150th Anniversary 

Dear Friends, 

I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the 200th  

Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”. 

Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you are 

young at heart  but  do you think you might still be around when St Paul’s 

turns 200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be. 

If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and                 

return them to you as soon as I can.  I am hoping to have everyone in this age 

group represented so please have a good look through your photo                          

collections. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               

Rosemary 
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Lunchtime Recital – Tuesday 11th May 2021 

Program 

Allemande from Suite No. 6 for viola solo 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Ben Tao, viola 

Allegro Molto Appassionato from Concerto in e minor Op. 64 

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 

Claudia Norton-Foley, violin Paul Cheung, piano 

Andantino from Concerto No.1 D major, Op. 19 

Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953) 

Marta Davis, violin Paul Cheung, piano 

Canzonetta – Andante from Violin Concerto D major Op. 35 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 

Jia Gu, violin Paul Cheung, piano 

Allegretto non troppo – Allegro molto vivace from Concerto e minor Op.                    

64 Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 

Catherine Jang, violin Paul Cheung, piano 

It was wonderful; what pure sounds; calm moments and then in another 

piece there was fire; they all looked so committed and played so                       

beautifully; I am still learning about music, and I can only marvel at the 

extraordinary control of the highest notes, how exquisite; such exciting 

playing……. 

I believe the members of the audience have written this review for me. 

These are only a few of the comments inspired by the Fourth Year                      

students from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music at last Tuesday’s 

Lunchtime Recital. They are students of Associate Professor Goetz Rich-

ter AM and are mentored by his colleague and associate, Liisa Pallandi. 
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Their accompanist, Paul Cheung, is a remarkable accompanist. He is es-

tablishing himself at the forefront of accompanists. Paul treated us to two 

Preludes by Chopin, a lovely surprise, and so artistically played. 

It was interesting to hear the different timbres of the violins. What was 

very clear was that each performer was ‘in tune’ with the intrinsic value 

and colour palette of the instrument. The intimacy of sustained notes, the 

dramatic and flying finger technique, the lyricism and so much more 

were communicated in a mature and convincing way. This review is not 

here to rank the players, rather to acknowledge their talent and to say 

how committed they are to honouring it. This is a particularly important 

year for them as they prepare for their final performance examinations. 

We wish them every success. Thank you! Bravissimo! 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                                                                                                          

Recital Convenor 

Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 27) - By Kerin Brown  

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

Faith, Hope and Love – Choir Vestry 

1 Corinthians 13: 13 
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And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 

these is love. 

St Paul is our church’s patron saint, and these are his words.  Of all his 

words, these virtues are the ones chosen for our new shield.  Faith, Hope 

and Love.  In the windows,  Love is a mother of small children. 

These windows started me thinking about baby names.  Virtues like 

Faith and Hope were common girls’ names in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries. Charity and Mercy, (more commonly known as Cherry and 

Merry,)  were names of two sisters in Charles Dickens’ novel Martin 

Chuzzlewit.  Grace has come back into fashion the last couple of dec-

ades.  Prudence is a name that has continued to be popular, at least on 

Sydney’s North Shore. 

In Catholic circles up until the 1960s, one’s child had to have at least one 

saint’s name: if not the first name, then the second.  But when I was was at 

a Catholic high school in the 70s, there were a preponderance of Kerrys 

and Traceys!  Kerry I understand, beacause of the Irish connections, but 

where did Tracey come from? 

When I was teaching high school in the 80s all the naughty boys seemed 

to be called Jason!   

I did like the trend to Hebrew names in the 80s and 90s: lots of Joels and 

Joshuas, Jordans and Jacobs; and Hannahs and Rachels.  When the Prince 

of Wales married Lady Dianna Spencer in 1981, everyone thought there 

would be a flurry of little Dianas, but that never eventuated.  And given 

her sad life and tragic death, it’s proabably just as well. Apostles’ names 

have always been and continue to be popular for boys.    

In the 2000s names seemed to become more individual and new – funny 

spellings like Dylon or Kaleb.  Or job descriptions like Hunter or Taylor.  

Or American surnames or place names like Maddison or Dakota.  After 

the death of Azaria, Lindy Chamberlain named her next daughter Kahlia,  

a made up name, so that noone could read anything in to its meaning, as 

they had done with Azaria. 
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People have always named their babies after those they admire.  Win-

ston is a reasonably common second name within certain circles, or if 

not for their sons then for their dogs; Tyson is a popular name for Abo-

riginal boys.   

Who will be the next heroes?  Will we have little girls called Jacinda or 

Greta?  And maybe boys (or girls) called Attenborough? 

The way we name our children tells us what we value in life.  In the  

early 1900s we gave our girls names of attributes, like Faith and Hope.  

In the 2000s it was individual, distinctive names.  

What next?  Mid and post pandemic maybe we will choose names 

more attuned to the natural world, to commemorate what we’ve lost 

and rejoice in what we still have: choosing botanical, zoological or           

marine  

names, like indigenous cultures have for millenia. Boronia or Acacia,  

perhaps? 

Or maybe we’ll go for virtues again like Justice or Compassion, or               

something like One-Who-Stands Up-For-the-Downtrodden – a bit of a 

mouthful, but you get my drift… 

This window was given in memory of Lucy Brae who died in 1937. The 

magnificent Prodigal Son window in the Choir vestry was also given in 

her memory. 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 66,687.65 
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Garden Mosaics 

The small team of people who have been working on the mosaic to                     

celebrate 150th Anniversary of the church are also creating mosaics to 

adorn the garden. You will have already seen one of the artworks                       

attached to the flower pot opposite the north porch. 

The photos show some of the ones completed which will go into the 

church grounds. There are more which we are creating for the outside 

seats and birdbath. These will also be available for sponsorship on                 

completion. 

We would like people to sponsor them as either memorials or                          

celebrations. The cost would include a plaque to accompany them. The 

sponsorship of these is also to raise funds towards the hall roof. All the 

labour has been volunteered.   

There are various suggested prices: 

Mosaic pot opposite north porch: $150 for each installed cross  

Opus Pavers: base price to be inset $450 

Random Pavers: still being created $250 

Birdbath: still being created $500 

You might wish to combine costs to cover any one of the artworks and 

all names can go onto the plaque? 

The pavers will be on display in the hall for you to see and make a                        

selection.  

 

Opus Pavers 

Faith Hope Love to be installed together in front of the maple tree                            

opposite the western door of the church 

CHI RHO ALPHA & OMEGA, 150 years, Canterbury Cross will also go  

together 
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Hall Roof 

By the time you read this there will be a new Colourbond roof on the hall. 

It has been a long road since we first started to investigate all the possi-

bilities.  

It started with a leaking ceiling in the hall after all the rain in February 

2020. The insurance company was contacted to have the damage                       

repaired. This resulted in telling us the cause of the leaking was the roof 

which needed to be replaced. It had done a good service of 66 years  

outliving the expected 20 years. 

The insurance company would not carry out the rain damaged ceiling  

repairs until the roof was replaced. We did not have the finances                     

available to do this at the end of last year which they accepted and would 

hold over the insurance claim.  

The fundraising started earlier this year and with all the generous                  

donations that have come in and still coming, we hope to reach the                 

magic target to pay the invoice. 

The flurry of work started last Friday with the arrival of the scaffolding 

which took all day to erect. Monday all the trucks, cranes, rubbish bins 

arrived and the work started. There was a wonderful group of workers 

who carried out the work fast and efficiently.  It was very noisy the first 

day with tiles being removed and thrown down to the bins.  

The work should all be finished by Friday and then hopefully the ceiling 

can be repaired before the 150th celebrations.. 
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scaffolding arriving  

scaffolding erections  

the crane in place to move the colourbond          

roofing  

crane at full 

height  
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workers on the roof  

worker throwing the old tiles into the 

bin below 

scaffolding on the western wall 

bins in place to collect the old tiles 
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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Here is the link to pre-order (and pay for) the book: 

A History of St Paul's, Hosted online, 6th of May | Humanitix  

https://events.humanitix.com/a-history-of-st-paul-s?_ga=2.95422236.1466894060.1621211404-1437079481.1621211404
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 Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 104.26-

 36; 

 Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21; John 15.26-27; 

 16.4b-15 

Today the Psalmist tells us that the Spirit of the 

Lord breathes new life. Where in our lives do we 

need change or renewal? Where would we like 

God’s Spirit to blow? Pray that God will renew and refresh    

   your life. 

 Come, Holy Spirit, and fill your faithful ones with the fire of your love. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung 

Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS 

Every June and December we begin a new parish prayer list.                        

Therefore, during the months of May and November we ask that you let 

us know which names should remain and any names to be added or  

subtracted.  

So this month, please contact Michael at mdeasey47@hotmail.com                 

0412 929 227 or the parish office.  

Thank you. 
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 18th or 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  

PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk                 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We 

have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up 

the good work (So far we have $1500 to claim for this month). 

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  
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URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Toilet paper  

Large tins of Tuna and Spam 

Sweet and savoury biscuits  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

Open plate:$1205   

On line giving:$975     

Parish Pantry:$215  

Donation  for Roof repair: $6100    

  

TOTAL OF GIVING:$8,495.00  

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  

Sacred Heart Cathedral organist John Hogan is retiring   

after 40 years and 7,000 masses 

By Sarah Lawrence 

After 40 years and 7,000 masses, John Hogan, the organist at Bendigo's 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, has retired on a high note. 

The 74-year-old began his career in Melbourne as an assistant and or-

ganist at various churches in the city, including St Joseph's South Yarra 

and St Patrick's Cathedral in the city centre. 

It was during those years that he learned to move audiences with his 

playing. 

"I can remember many an Easter Sunday, I would do something big and 

grand at the beginning, five to 10 minutes before the service started," 

Mr Hogan said. 

"And because I would play some huge chords, you would see the con-

gregation stand before mass and then realise, 'Oh we haven't started yet 

— sit down.'" 

One of Mr Hogan's career highlights include a performance in front of 

the Pope. 

"I conducted our choir in 1986 for Pope John Paul II at Flemington Race-

course," he said. 

"We had 100,000 people there by the time mass started. 

"You don't let them know you're like a cat on hot bricks — you give them 

great confidence and rise to the occasion." 

Off the pedals 

Mr Hogan will be parting ways with a large pipe organ built by Bishop 

& Son of London and installed in 1905. 
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"It's been wonderful to hear so many parishioners say, I came because 

of the music," he said. 

"A church without an organ is like a zoo without an elephant — it just 

wouldn't be right." 

Mr Hogan was involved with multiple weekly practices, the occasional 

wedding and up to three other masses during the week. 

Then there were the two large services on Sunday morning. 

"There's a real enjoyment about it," he said. 

"But once it's done, put your feet up for the afternoon on a Sunday." 

When Mr Hogan is away from the organ and playing music at home, he 

loves the classics. 

"It'll be Bach or Mozart if I had the choice," he said. 

"But then, I love all the Beethoven stuff too." 

High standards, high hopes 

Mr Hogan now sits in the congregation on a Sunday morning and runs 

tours of the cathedral during the week. 

The organist hopes his high standards will live on. 

"When I first started, someone said I was a bit tough on the choir — 

'You're asking too much, they're only country kids,'" he said. 

"I've always believed you don't say, 'Oh, that's a country group', be-

cause they can do just as well as a mainstream city choir. 

"We don't say the same with footballers and let them get off with less 

than the best. 

"That's what I was used to at St Patrick's — my teacher was an interna-

tional organist. 

"So you'd heard the best, you'd been taught by the best — why go for 

less?" 
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Sydney’s almost unnoticed Archbishop-elect: The              

challenges facing Kanishka Raffel and the Anglican church  

- By Michael Jensen 

Sydney’s Anglicans have just elected a new Archbishop — the current 

Dean of Sydney, Kanishka Raffel. You may not have noticed. Only two 

decades ago, the election of an Anglican Archbishop in Sydney was not 

just news, it was a matter for critical commentary in the opinion pages of 

the Sydney Morning Herald. 

Earlier this year, the retirement of the previous holder of that office, Arch-

bishop Glenn Davies, was not even mentioned in the secular press. The 

death of former Archbishop Donald Robinson, Archbishop from 1982 to 

1993, likewise scarcely caused a ripple. 

All this tells you something about the current cultural moment into which 

the new Archbishop of Sydney must step. With a Pentecostal Prime Min-

ister, much media coverage of religion in the past three years has cen-

tred on Pentecostalism as the fastest growing, and increasingly influen-

tial, Christian movement in Australia. The growing subscriber base of the 

Australian Christian Lobby is reportedly drawn more from these new 

church movements than from the established denominations. 

Sydney Anglicanism is old news: the usual media criticism of Sydney An-

glicans — weekly fodder for journo-comedians like Mike Carlton for 

years — has morphed into indifference. 

Despite the vigorous efforts of Raffel’s predecessors, the Anglican Dio-

cese of Sydney has not been growing overall. Parish attendance figures 

have not declined as sharply as with other denominations and other 

parts of the Anglican Church, but that is of no comfort. The reality is that, 

while Sydney itself expands and grows numerically and geographically, 

the Diocese has struggled to keep up. 

Not only that, but the Christian faith is struggling with declining cultural 

influence. Whereas once to be moral was to be Christian, there is now a 

serious question over that assumption. Christian morality is not the same 
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as society’s general moral sense. However much people speak of 

“Christian values” or “admiring the teachings of Jesus”, when it comes 

down to anything that matters — like money, power, and sex — sharp 

divergences appear. 

All churches have been tainted by the revelations of child sexual abuse, 

which has caused a profound loss of trust in them. In fact, trust in all of 

our social institutions is at a low ebb, whether they be trade unions, 

sporting clubs, political parties, banks, or the once-great media compa-

nies. But the church had developed a trust problem all of its own. In ad-

dition, the Anglican Church is culturally Anglo-Australian in many ways 

— a strange fit for a multi-cultural city, where every third citizen is born 

overseas. 

What’s more, the Christian contribution to the cultural and intellectual 

landscape has become largely invisible. It’s a surprise to many people 

to discover that two of our leading contemporary novelists, Helen Gar-

ner and Tim Winton, profess Christian faith in one form or another. The 

biblical references and Christian themes remain unnoticed in their 

work, because literary critics are not trained to notice them. The associ-

ation of Anglican Christianity with colonialism and with the establish-

ment breeds an assumption among the left-leaning intelligentsia that 

Australia’s Christian heritage is, at best, an embarrassment. 

It’s not that people are become less spiritual as such. True atheists re-

main a very small (and mostly male) group. But younger people are 

more inclined to describe themselves as “spiritual not religious”. In her 

book Strange Rites: New Religions for a Godless World, Tara Isabella 

Burton charts the decline of interest in institutional religion among 

young Americans (and Westerners in general) and the simultaneous 

pursuit of what she calls “intuitional” forms of spirituality. She writes of 

millennials and Gen Zers: 

They prioritize intuitional spirituality over institutional religion. And 

they want, when available institutional options fail to suit their needs, 

the freedom to mix and match, to create their own daily rituals and 

practices and belief systems. 
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Of all the forms of Christianity, Pentecostalism seems a better fit for the 

intuitional moment. Its emphasis on the experiential, emotional, and 

spontaneous side of faith feels more in tune with the zeitgeist. But as it 

becomes more established, it too has struggled with “institutional versus 

intuitional” problem. 

As one speaker at the recent Archbishop’s election synod put it, Sydney 

Anglicans are like the Ever Given, the massive tanker that got stuck in 

the Suez Canal. The Anglican Church has impressive resources in prop-

erty and personnel, but its infrastructure was designed for the Sydney of 

1850, not 2050. It has an admirable commitment to democratic processes 

and to the independence of its local parishes, but at the expense of effi-

ciency and quality control. For every growing parish — and there are 

some amazing stories of growth — there are many more that are in de-

cline. 

The temptations of the stuck 

Any organisation facing this kind of stuck-ness is open to several tempta-

tions. The trouble is, that to fall for any of them is to hasten the decline, 

not arrest it. 

The first of these is the temptation to appoint a “crash-through” leader. 

Anxious people want superhero leaders who will fix everything. They 

dream of the alpha individual who just crashes through the barriers to 

change and growth, firing and hiring at will. We want the guy who will 

build the wall and make us great again. (Sound familiar?) The church is 

no different. We yearn for a radical change agent. And yet, the problem 

with the crash-through leader is … well, the crash. They will likely prove 

polarising and destructive. 

The second is the temptation to become culturally defensive. A church 

could retreat into itself, becoming a bunker against the waves of social 

change. It could attach itself to cultural and social conservatism and rage 

against the advance of progressive causes that it feels are undermining 

the Christian character of our society. The problem here is not that the 

church needs to get with the times or that it needs to upgrade its views. 
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The problem is that it always ends up fighting on terms set for it by oth-

ers. It is perpetually on the back foot. And it never sounds like it has 

good news to share. 

Sydney’s Anglicans have noticed that numbers of their members who 

say that they are willing to invite someone to a church service have fall-

en in the last decade. If you keep telling people that society is becom-

ing a more hostile place to be a Christian, is it any wonder? Cultural de-

fensiveness will breed a generation of anonymous Christians, brave on 

Sundays but terrified the rest of the time. 

The third is the temptation to pursue structural solutions at the expense 

of spiritual renewal. There is no question that Sydney Anglicans need to 

renew and refine their organisation. The administrative burden on cler-

gy sucks the joy out of the job of being a parish minister. Many experi-

enced parish clergy are leaving the job prematurely. As the west of Syd-

ney fills with new communities, we need to shift our resources — and 

quickly. There is a need for greater accountability and transparency, 

fewer conflicts of interest, and fewer overlapping committees and de-

partments. Less energy needs to be spent on governance and more on 

sharing Christ. 

But what it really needs is a commitment by all Anglicans in Sydney to 

spiritual renewal. What we need to see is Christians who are more deep-

ly shaped by Christ — that is to say, Christians who are more authenti-

cally, well, Christian. We need to experience once more the grace of 

God in Jesus Christ. We need to repent of our past sin and receive divine 

forgiveness. We need to be marked by our generosity, our humility, and 

our love. After all, the church of Jesus Christ is not primarily a corpora-

tion seeking greater efficiency. Our greatest and most powerful re-

sources are spiritual. 

The fourth is the temptation to become obsessed by infighting. You don’t 

need to be a sociologist to know that groups that are under pressure 

start to fight with one another. This is true of churches, as well. The   

temptation is to become focussed on finer and finer points of doctrine 

as markers of true belonging and trustworthiness. Defending the purity 
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and power of the in-club can become a substitute for the real mission. 

There can be a lot of talk about connecting with outsiders and sharing 

the gospel, but that can become a smokescreen for the work of internal 

politics. 

It’s not exactly a secret that Sydney Anglicans can be very political when 

they want to be. But the detrimental effects of infighting don’t need to be 

spelled out. The sheer energy taken up by infighting exhausts good will. 

A person who feels continually excluded from the group is less likely to 

work for the good of the group. Infighting eats away at trust and creates a 

motif of fear with a community. There’s not really an upside. 

But even more importantly, infighting is profoundly unchristian. From the 

beginning, Christians have argued with one another about important 

things. That’s not surprising. But to disagree well is a basic ingredient to 

the church — an expression of the very unity we have in the Spirit.   

Unsticking the stuck 

What, then, can Archbishop Kanishka do? What is the Anglican Church in 

Sydney to do, under his leadership? 

I am reminded of the words of St. Paul when he was imprisoned. Not 

much use, his followers might have thought, an apostle in chains. But, as 

he wrote in 2 Timothy 2:9: “the word of God is not chained”. However 

stuck Sydney’s Anglicans might be, they do not follow a God who is 

stuck. The followers of a resurrected Lord cannot act as if anything is an 

insurmountable barrier to him. In just a few short decades, to take one 

example, the church of Jesus Christ has exploded in places like China, 

despite the active and violent suppression of the faith by the Communist 

regime. 

And this means: whatever a Christian church is to do, it must not anxious. 

It mustn’t look to “crash-through” leadership, nor expect it of Kanishka 

Raffel. It mustn’t retreat into cultural defensiveness. It must renew its 

structures, but not as a priority. It mustn’t descend into infighting. At one 

level, the millennials are right: there is a deadening institutionalism that 

can infect churches that is antithetical to true spirituality. If the Anglican 
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Church in Sydney is to survive, it 

must never become poisoned by 

institutionalism. 

The answer must surely be that the 

church of Jesus Christ needs to be 

more authentically what it actually 

is. Christians in Sydney — be they 

Anglican or not — need to be more 

Christian. The calling of the church 

of Jesus Christ is to be more like 

him. It is called upon to worship 

God, and to live life together that 

reflects his character, whatever the 

circumstances. As Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer wrote: 

The Church is the Church only 

when it exists for others ... not dom-

inating, but helping and serving. It 

must tell men of every calling what 

it means to live for Christ, to exist 

for others. 

Archbishop-elect Kanishka Raffel 

has not been appointed as a man-

ager or as a CEO. He has not been 

recruited by a firm of head-hunters 

after a world-wide recruitment pro-

gramme. He’s been called to be a 

spiritual leader — not to try his 

hand at a corporate style of leader-

ship, but to embrace the prophetic 

and pastoral ministry of his office. 

He must lead his churches, then, in 

a concerted effort in prayer and  

repentance. There can be no          

priority higher than this. It would 

be a grave mistake to put evange-

lism above this, since evangelism is 

powerfully effective when there is 

evidence that people really live as 

if the gospel is true. In the past, 

we’ve been too triumphalist, too 

presumptive. The grace of our mes-

sage has not always been matched 

by the grace of our welcome. 

Kanishka must lead them in a re-

turn to the Word of God. Martin Lu-

ther once said, with typical exag-

geration, “the ears alone are the or-

gan of the Christian”. The Christian 

church is a listening church. It is 

found wherever the Word of God is 

preached. Where Jesus is declared 

to be Lord, and where people gath-

er to hear it, there you find the Spir-

it of God active — not only there, 

but certainly there. When the peo-

ple of God are seeking the voice of 

God in the pages of the Bible — 

when they hear themselves ad-

dressed by him from above — then 

there is hope. 

The Archbishop must encourage us 

to be local communities of loving 

welcome. The “action”, as it were, is 

not in the bishop’s office or in        

committee rooms. The faith is not a       

matter of reports by theologians. It 
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lives in the congregations that gather Sunday by Sunday, worshipping 

God and hearing him address them. Archbishop-elect Kanishka has 

written of a visit he made while holidaying to a small congregation, un-

impressive by normal standards and few in number. And yet, he wrote 

later that he saw there “the stunning beauty of the gathered people of 

God”. It is my experience that people who are you might think the least 

likely to find a spiritual home in an Anglican Church in Sydney do so 

when they find that the hospitality they experience is for real. 

But there must also be a courageous and prophetic engagement with 

post-Christian culture. The great Swiss theologian Karl Barth once said 

that sermons should be written with the Bible in one hand and the     

newspaper in the other. The Bible gives us eyes to see what is really in 

the newspaper. But it is also the case that news may help us to see           

better what is in the Bible. The mistake that many American evangeli-

cals have made is to imagine that political and cultural means are the 

way to pursue or to defend the kingdom of God — mostly in alignment 

with the political right. That is a fool’s errand. It leads to an idolatry of 

political power, as was seen the Trump’s presidency. It shows no faith in 

the ultimate Lordship of Jesus, who is the church’s only Lord. 

But neither should the church simply follow the spirit of the age. Its call-

ing is not to provide a chaplaincy to contemporary narcissism. It finds 

laughable talk of “getting with the times” or “history being on our side”. 

It does not pursue relevance, as if that were anything worthwhile. It out-

lasted Rome: it will surely outlast Atlassian. 

The culture question is not simply an either/or. Too often Sydney                

Anglicans have framed it in this way. “Culture” and the “church” are not 

simply separate, opposing domains — one sinful and the other holy. 

This is intellectually and ethically unpersuasive. Every church lives in its 

culture, and is part of it, sharing in its besetting sins and benefitting 

from its glories. 

Instead, a new Archbishop will need to sponsor and encourage the kind 

of work that Augustine did in his epochal book The City of God.         
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Contemporary Western culture is arguably showing signs of decadence, 

as Ross Douthat has recently argued. The pandemic has exposed the lack 

of spiritual values at the heart of the secular Western paradigm for hu-

man flourishing. Questions of meaning and value have by no means been 

settled simply by jettisoning Christianity. The Christian tradition presents 

its adherents with some powerful intellectual and ethical weaponry for 

just this moment. 

Who is Kanishka Raffel? 

Is Kanishka Raffel the person to unstick Sydney Anglicans? No, he isn’t. 

But I’ve been arguing that that’s the wrong paradigm of leadership in any 

case. The stuck-ness is primarily a spiritual challenge; and the true agent 

of spiritual change is not a human being, but the Spirit of God. 

Kanishka, however, is a man who will be able to lead Sydney Anglicans to 

be more truly what they are supposed to be. Converted to Christianity in 

his twenties from a Buddhist background, he is something of an outsider 

to the Sydney Anglican establishment. He is clearly not from one of the 

dynasties that are part of the fabric of the diocese. He did not go to an 

Anglican school. He has spent many of his ministry years outside of Syd-

ney, as Rector of St. Matthew’s Shenton Park in Perth. 

When he returned to Sydney to serve as Dean in 2015, Sydneysiders 

were reminded that Kanishka is a preacher of rare quality. And yet what 

you hear from him in the pulpit is what you hear from him in person. Kan-

ishka is a person of empathy and compassion. He has a noticeable humil-

ity, if such a thing can be said. Those who have worked with him have im-

mense regard for him. Rory Shiner, who worked with Kanishka in Perth, 

says that: 

The … lasting impression has been his character, integrity, and devotion 

to Jesus. There are few people I know whom I trust more, respect more, or 

whose relationship with God I’d more like to imitate than Kanishka. 

If Sydney Anglicans can catch something of the character of   Christ as it 

has been refracted in their new leader, and imitate him as he continues to 

imitate and serve his Lord, then who knows what the Spirit of the living 



43 

God may do? But the task of any Christian, and of any Christian church, is 

to witness to Christ — and to leave history to God. As the great Christian 

historian Sir Herbert Butterfield once wrote: “We can do worse than re-

member a principle which both gives us a firm Rock and leaves us the 

maximum elasticity for our minds: the principle: Hold to Christ, and for 

the rest be totally uncommitted.” 

Rev. Dr Michael Jensen is the rector at St. Mark’s Anglican Church,    

Darling Point, and the author of Sydney Anglicanism: An Apology,                     

Between Tick and Tock: What the Bible Says about How It All Begins, How 

It All Ends, and Everything in Between, Is Forgiveness Really Free? And 

Other Questions about Grace, the Law and Being Saved, and My God, My 

God Is It Possible to Believe Anymore? 

Jesus' resurrection widely believed even as religious                          

identity wanes: survey 

Centre for Public Christianity research shows most Australians are 

'spiritual' 

- By Stephen Cauchi 

Most Australians are “spiritual” – accepting beliefs such as a soul and life 

after death – even though only 46 per cent identify as Christian, accord-

ing to new research commissioned by the Centre for Public Christianity 

(CPX). 

The research showed that more Australians than not believe in a person-

al soul, ultimate meaning in life, life after death, miracles, God/a higher 

power, and angels. A minority, just under half, believe in ghosts. 

CPX said in releasing the results that Australians were “surprisingly 

open to spiritual realities … especially among the younger age brack-

ets”. 

“With regard to the existence of various ‘spiritual’ phenomena, Australi-

ans appear more open to the possibility of miracles, the existence of the 

soul and the presence of a higher meaning/purpose in life. 
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“At the other end of the spectrum, 

stronger forms of scepticism were 

recorded for belief in ghosts and 

angels, although each of these cate-

gories still retained significant posi-

tive support.” 

The survey found 46 per cent of 

Australians regard themselves as 

Christian, 13 per cent are “spiritual 

but non-religious” and 30 per cent 

are atheists, 

About 7 per cent of Australians           

believed in a non-Christian religion. 

In order of popularity, these were 

Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism and            

Judaism. 

In line with the survey’s findings on 

Christian belief, more than 43% of 

Australians believe that the resur-

rection of Jesus is either certain or 

possible. 

In contrast, 28 per cent of Australi-

ans doubt that Jesus rose from the 

dead, or are strongly sceptical of 

the claim. And another 28 per cent 

say they don’t know. 

The Executive Director of CPX, Mr 

Simon Smart, said the results were 

“both illuminating and intriguing”. 

“It indicates that while Australians 

are increasingly disconnected with 

institutional religion, they often                     

remain open to spiritual belief of 

some kind,” he said. 

CPX research fellow Natasha Moore 

said the research didn’t indicate a 

shift either for or against                        

Christianity. 

“I wouldn’t want to make any 

sweeping claims based on the re-

sults, one way or the other, but I 

think people’s answers are indica-

tive of a more colourful landscape 

when it comes to the spiritual be-

liefs of Australians than many might 

expect,” she said. 

“The data suggests that there is a 

shift away from traditional religious 

belief, but a particular openness to 

transcendence or the supernatural 

in the form of the soul, higher 

meaning or purpose in life and mir-

acles.” 

The research did definitely indicate 

that seven out of 10 Australians 

were not atheist, she said. 

“Australians seem to be sceptical of 

an account of ourselves that says we 

are nothing more than atoms or 

(brain) neurons – we have a sense 

that there is more to life, and more 

to being human, than what we can 

see or touch. 
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“What that ‘more’ consists of is up for grabs – perhaps more so than pre-

viously, though that is difficult to be sure of.” 

The research also showed perceptions of the impact of Christians on so-

ciety were generally positive, but with significant differences across 

spheres of influence. 

The charity sector and education had strong perceptions of positive 

Christian influence but by contrast politics and the media had strong 

perceptions of negative Christian influence. 

“Positive perceptions of Christianity strongly correlate with those 

spheres in which Christians are seen to be actively helping and contrib-

uting to the culture,” Mr Smart said. “Negative perceptions of Christianity 

seem to correlate with those spheres where Christians may appear more 

defensive and hostile.” 

Commissioned by CPX, the online survey was conducted by McCrindle 

Research in March this year. 

The sample size was 1000 Australians, with a spread across age brackets, 

gender and all states and territories. 

The survey was nationally representative by gender, age, and states and 

territories. 

We need political leaders who are ‘enlargers of life’ 

By Roland Ashby, a Melbourne writer 

The most important reason for a contemplative practice like meditation 

or mindfulness is that it taps into a deep spring of love and compassion. 

Jesus called it “living water”. Thomas Aquinas said God is compassion 

and that “compassion is the fire that Jesus came to set on the earth”. 

Compassion is a natural outpouring of love which yearns to be shared, if 

it is authentic. Aquinas also said: “Love brings it about that lovers are di-

rected not only toward themselves, but also toward others.” 

In commenting on this in his book, Christian Mystics, theologian Matthew 

Fox writes: “Love expands. Love is inclusive. It enlarges the soul; it          
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enlarges one’s actions, one’s politics, one’s economics, one’s thoughts. 

Love is not self-serving   or exclusive. It expands consciousness and 

births imagination, it struggles for justice, it stands in solidarity, it dares, 

it fights, it blossoms into compassion.” 

Australian historian Manning Clark famously said that there are two 

types of political leader: “the enlarger of life” and the “punisher and 

straightener”. 

We are in urgent need of political leaders who are “enlargers of life”, 

who have enlarged souls and an expanded consciousness that can 

“blossom into compassion” and enlarge their actions, politics and              

economics. 

Without leaders of this kind, more and more people will suffer – and not 

only people. It’s estimated that nearly 3 billion animals died or were  

displaced in the devastating bushfires that destroyed 20 per cent of                

forests on the Australian mainland in 2019-20. An enlarged political                

vision must include care for the Earth and all its creatures, and a clear 

determination to deal with the causes of climate change. 

Without drinking from the spring of Living Water, souls shrivel and                 

visions narrow, so that suffering and injustice increase for many. 

We see the young struggling to find a foothold on the ladder to owning 

their own home and becoming slaves to debt when they do; and the un-

employed punished by grossly inadequate levels of welfare support. 

And then there are appalling acts of cruelty, such as the threat of depor-

tation which hangs over disabled boy Kayaan Katyal and his parents 

Varun and Priyanka. Varun came to Australia from India 12 years ago 

and was joined by Priyanka eight years ago after they married. Six 

years ago, Kayaan was born with cerebral palsy. 

Australia’s Migration Act allows families who aren’t permanent residents 

to be deported if their children have a disability. 
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I can only pray that Prime Minister Scott Morrison, who openly talks 

about his Christian faith, will find mercy in his heart for Kayaan and his 

parents, and others like them, and move to amend the legislation. 

Without political leaders who nurture a deep inner life focused on truth 

and goodness, compassion and justice, the common good will wither 

and die, and with it civilisation. 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18) 

Parishes record their good deeds in pandemic   

- By PAUL WILKINSON 

THOUSANDS of parishes report that they have boosted their support for 

local communities during the Covid-19 pandemic, new research due to 

be published today says. 

Facing rising levels of poverty, loneliness, and isolation, church volun-

teers have undertaken tasks from food deliveries and shopping to dog-

walking and collecting prescriptions, a report by the Church of England 

and Church Urban Fund says. It estimates that about 4000 parishes na-

tionwide increased their social involvement. 

Despite restrictions that shut services such as lunch clubs and parent-

and-toddler groups, parishes launched innovative schemes such as gar-

dening projects, phone buddies, job-hunting support, and helping peo-

ple to get online. Almost a quarter of the 1023 clergy who completed the 

online Church in Action survey last October and November reported 

that their churches had started a completely new activity. More than half 

had adapted two or more of their existing activities to continue meeting 

the needs of their community. 

More than one third (37 per cent) of churches reported that they were 

providing more support for their communities. In rural areas, that figure 

rose to 41 per cent. The biggest area of support was the provision of 

food and pastoral support: nearly 80 per cent of churches are running or 

supporting a foodbank or other similar services such as food clubs and 

hot meals. Many opened foodbanks for the first time, in response to the 



48 

economic fallout of the pandemic. 

More than a quarter (28 per cent) 

reported increased involvement 

with local authorities on projects 

such as emergency food-provision. 

The survey found that social           

problems such as isolation,             

loneliness, and mental-health          

difficulties, food poverty, unemploy-

ment, and debt were more wide-

spread as a result of the pandemic, 

particularly in the most deprived 

areas. 

It notes that, in many cases, church 

buildings had become symbols of 

hope, often adorned with flags, 

posters, artwork, and even “yarn-

bombing” as a “form of visual          

outreach and encouragement” to 

local communities. 

In a foreword to the report, the   

Bishop of Newcastle, the Rt Revd                 

Christine Hardman, said: “The                   

unequal impact of the pandemic 

has made us more acutely aware of 

poverty in our midst, even in 

wealthier parts of the country.  

Tackling poverty is a fundamental 

part of the Church’s mission. 

“Despite the enormous challenges, 

many churches are living out their 

Christian faith by doing more to 

support their local community,                       

offering help, advice, and care for 

the most vulnerable.” 

The chief executive of the Church 

Urban Fund, Rachel Whittington, 

said: “Extraordinary times, they say, 

call for extraordinary measures: 

2020 was a year like no other, and 

yet — as this report demonstrates 

— churches across the UK rose to 

unforeseen challenges with             

undeterred compassion and                      

unwavering determination,               

displaying the love in action which 

lies at the heart of the Christian 

gospel.” 

THE CHURCH LIZARD 

Tiny feet scamper over the church floor                                                                           

Round the flower stands and over to the door                                                                           

He looks up as the light comes shining down                                                                                  

So peaceful and tranquil he knows God is around                                                            

Now it’s time for him to go and come another day                                                                     

As the church fills with people coming in to pray 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,             

Pentecost                                                                   

Thy Kingdom Come Anglican 

Communion Sunday   

Pray for The Anglican Church of 

Melanesia and for The Anglican Church 

of Korea. 

 Pray for Fr James and Helen, 

and for  Fr Michael and Antonia, 

for Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially today all those who are 

vulnerable in our community. May the 

Lord God protect them, keep them safe 

and bring hope to their lives.  

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth Griffiths; Ray 

Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid 

Kell; Jesse Langenegger; David Morgan; 

Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; 

Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Paul Philips; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David 

Russell; Susie; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane 

Smith; Jean Storey; Geoff Voller and Bob 

Woods;  

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace.  

Pray, too, for, Reginald Clive Pollard; 

Shirley Ruth Ferneley; Garry Dent; John 

Fogdon Hogan; Peter Allan Wright; 

Ronald George Lane; John Sutton; Harris 

Neville Greenberg; Beatrice Mary 

Slessor(Betty) Howie & for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 24th May - Ember Day                                                                                   

    - John (d.1791) and Charles (d.1788) Wesley, evangelists    

 Tuesday 25th May - Bede of Jarrow, priest and teacher (d.735) 

 Wednesday 26th May - Augustine of Canterbury, missionary and bishop  

     (d.605) 

 Friday 27th May - Monday 3rd June - Week of Prayer for Reconciliation  
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

