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Welcome to worship 

 Sunday 24th July 2022  

 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am  Said Eucharist                                                                                                                               

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                     

5.00pm   Choral Evensong                                                                          

10.30am   Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday                                                            

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings             Year C   Bible Readings  

for Today                                    for next Sunday 

Hosea 1.2-10                             The First Reading       Hosea 11.1-11                                

Ps 85                                                        The Psalm                     Ps 107.1-9,43                                                       

Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19)                   The Epistle                    Colossians  3.1-11                              

Luke 11.1-13                                      The Gospel                    Luke 12.13-21 
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands, 

while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really 

matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you 

not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving 

from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread    

only.  

Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not 

receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread             

into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the                     

Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best                 

intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact 

with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition, 

the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed    

before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice                

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if 

one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully  participating in Communion. 

Please see the link below for the photographs from the Feast of  Dedication:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/139421852@N04/albums 
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way 

to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for 

a special event. If you would like to give flowers 

in memory of  a loved one, or as an offering of 

thanksgiving please contact Judith Laurence the 

week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 

and contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                         

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial 

notice in the pew bulletin. 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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The Burwood Community Choir was formed 

in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to     

anyone and everyone who wants to join with 

others in song. You do not have to have any 

special musical expertise; just love to sing. 

There are no auditions for the choir and no 

membership fees. If people are able to make  

a donation to help with expenses then that is 

most acceptable but it is not a requirement 

for participation in the choir. 

The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at 

205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,                     

rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is 

Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!  

During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will 

become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we 

have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening 

of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.  

St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.               

Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry” 

which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our                 

community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same 

time. 

BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we 

are on You Tube –  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0   https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY 

Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.  

If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).                                                          

barbarastoneam@gmail.com 

 

urwood ommunity  hoir 

@ St Paul’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
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      Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $45.60 last Sunday (includes sale of the Epistle). 

There is still some of the last Epistle (Lent to Easter) available, in case you 

missed out, for the very reasonable price of $7. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the va-

rieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                

Lemon, Lemon & Lime 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                               

Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple 

Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce 

Jams                                                                                                                                 

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Spiced 

Nectarine Jam, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, 

Spiced Fig & Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw, Pineapple and Ginger Jam,  

Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                        

Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Rum & Rai-

sin, Orange & Rum, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange &                      Cran-

berry, Orange/Lemon/Ginger, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon /Ginger & Gin, Or-

ange & Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Chai 

Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin , Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger 

Plants                                                                                                                                     

The plants are going into hibernation as the weather gets colder. 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

I have some beautiful hand knitted wool garments. Beanies, children’s, baby 

all for sale. 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Fire Protection System in 

the Church 

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW 

Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help 

meet half of the cost of a state of the 

art fire protection  system in the 

Church. 

We need to raise the other 

$41,000.00 to match this grant to en-

sure that St. Paul’s is protected from 

any risk of fire.  

This state of the art system includes 

fire brigade monitoring that will not 

be set off by candles burning and              

using incense in our Services. 

Donations can be made to the                 

National Trust Account which are tax 

deductable. 

Cheques can be made out to:  

National Trust of Australia (NSW)              

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood  

Or                                                                             

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details:  

Westpac  

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney 

NSW  

 

Please contact Pam for more details 

or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust                      

donation and include your name for 

your receipt and an address to post it 

to. Thank you.  

We are seeking to ensure that the                  

entire precinct (that is, the Church,                

the Rectory, the Hall, and the 

grounds) is refurbished and               

maintained to the highest standard 

and your help is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

Requests for Prayer 

Praying for the needs of our world 

and its people is both a responsibil-

ity and a privilege. In our services on 

Wednesday and Sunday we pray by 

name for those who have asked for 

our prayers. 

If you would like us to pray for your-

self or a friend or loved one we now 

have a book at the back of the church 

where  names can be added to our 

parish prayer list. Please ask the wel-

comers if you cannot see where it is. 

The page will be turned and the list 

will be  completely renewed every 

three months, beginning June, Sept, 

Dec, March. 

Likewise, let us know when 

someone's name should be removed 

or placed in the faithful departed.  
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 For General & Offertory                        

Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:       032 062                                                 

Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $3,167.00                                          

≈ Parish Pantry: $250                                             

≈ National Trust Donation: $10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$3,427.00 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, 

to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of 

the parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                  

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

With no more hampers from Oz Harvest, the current cost of              

living and food shortages, we now are spending in excess of 

$500 per week. 

Hands & Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs 

us $200 per week. Our thanks to the Community Choir who are 

now picking up the tab for this.   
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

‘Stunning blow’: Push to elevate role of women in Catholic 

Church fails - By Matthew Knott 

A gathering of the nation’s most senior Catholic leaders has descended 

into disarray after a push to elevate the role of Australian women in the 

church – including by potentially allowing them to serve in the ministry 

– failed to attract enough support from the nation’s bishops. 

The planned schedule for Catholic Church’s fifth plenary council, a pow-

erful policymaking event taking place in Sydney this week, was sus-

pended on Wednesday after two motions affirming women’s role in the 

Church failed to pass. 

This prompted some delegates to refuse to take their seats and stand at 

the back of the meeting room in protest. 

One of the motions – which reformers describe as anodyne and incre-

mental – was overwhelmingly approved by the priests and laypeople in 

attendance, but fell short of the two-thirds “super-majority” required in a 

final vote by Catholic bishops. 

The motion called for women to be “appropriately represented in               

decision-making structures of Church governance” and to ensure “the 

experiences and perspectives of women are heard, considered and             

valued”. 

It also contained a clause calling for the Church to consider allowing 

women to serve in the ministry as deacons if such a move is authorised 

by the Vatican. 

Acknowledging the embarrassment the result had caused, plenary 

council vice president Shane Mackinlay said: “This is not the way we 

were anticipating or hoping the process would go. 

“It is disappointing and a lot of people – women and men, priests and 

laypeople and bishops – were very distressed. 
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“It was clear our members were not ready to put this to one side and 

move on to other things.” 

Mackinlay – the Bishop of Sandhurst, which covers the Bendigo region in 

Victoria – said council members were trying to redraft the motion so that 

a new version could be approved on Friday. 

“Everybody is absolutely adamant we need to say something about the 

equal dignity of women and men and the way we recognise this in the 

life of the Church,” he said. 

The motion received the support of 148 people in the consultative vote – 

taken among laypeople, priests and Church sisters – with just 36                     

opposed and 27 backing amendments. 

In the second round of voting, the motion received the support of 25 

bishops, just shy of the 29 votes required. 

Deacons are ordained church ministers who do not intend to become 

priests but can conduct baptisms, witness marriages, and perform               

funeral and burial services outside of Mass, as well as distribute Holy 

Communion. 

Women are allowed to serve as Anglican deacons in Australia, but not in 

the Catholic Church. 

Pope Francis has established a second major commission exploring 

whether Catholic women should be able to serve as deacons, after a  

previous commission launched failed to reach a consensus. 

Marilyn Hatton, a churchgoing Catholic and feminist, said she was                      

bitterly disappointed by the failure of the motions – especially on the 

possibility of women serving as deacons. 

“This would have been a step in the right direction because women 

would be in positions where they were respected,” Hatton, a member of 

the reformist Catholics Speak Out group, said. 

“It would have been a bridge to the future and the type of church Pope 

Francis envisages.” 
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Hatton noted that the latest census results showed a dramatic decrease in 

the number of Australians identifying as Christian, with the proportion of 

Australian Catholics declining from 23 to 20 per cent over the past five 

years. 

“People are moving away from the Catholic Church and this will make it 

even worse,” she said. 

“The institutional church will continue becoming even more irrelevant 

unless it does something to address the injustice of gender imbalance.” 

She said the Catholic sexual abuse crisis would not have been as bad if 

women had held senior leadership roles in the Church. 

The plenary council previously passed motions supporting the             

Uluru Statement from the Heart, which calls for a First Nations voice to be 

enshrined in the Constitution, and formally apologised to the                                            

victims of clergy child abuse. 

John Warhurst, the chair of Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn, 

blasted the outcome as a “stunning blow for so many Australian Catholics 

– women and men – who believe the Church desperately needs women 

in leadership roles at a time when the number of male priests is draining 

away”. 

He said the refusal of many bishops to consider allowing women to serve 

as deacons – should Pope Francis authorise it – was especially 

“disheartening”. 

Elizabeth Young, a Sister of Mercy who would like to become a deacon if 

permitted by the Church, said: “It is painful to know the idea of women 

serving as deacons is feared by some.” 

She said women in the church already did the work of deacons – just 

without official recognition – and historical documents show Catholic 

women served as deacons up to the 12th century. 
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Pope names three women to Vatican office overseeing bishop                            

nominations 

Pope Francis has named three women who will serve as members of the 

Vatican office that vets bishop nominations, in another first for women to 

have a say in Catholic Church governance. 

The Dicastery for Bishops oversees the work of most of the church's 5,300 

bishops, who run dioceses around the world. 

The dicastery's members, who include cardinals, bishops and now                 

women, meet periodically to evaluate proposed new bishops whose 

names are forwarded by Vatican ambassadors. 

The ambassadors usually come up with three candidates for each              

opening after consulting with local church members.           

The Pope still makes the final call and can bypass candidates proposed 

by his ambassadors and then vetted by the dicastery. 

But the addition of women into the consultation process is nevertheless 

significant and a response to calls to break up the all-male clerical                  

hierarchy of the Holy See and demands that women have a greater say in 

church decision-making. 

The new members are Sister Raffaella Petrini, who already holds a                

high-ranking Vatican position as the secretary-general of the Vatican City 

State, which runs the Vatican Museums and other administrative parts of 

the territory. 

Also named was Sister Yvonne Reungoat, former superior-general of the 

Daughters of Mary the Helper, a religious order also known as the                   

Salesian Sisters; as well as a laywoman, Maria Lia Zervino, president of a 

Catholic women's umbrella group, the World Union of Female Catholic 

Organisations. 
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What did the Plenary Council achieve? - By Paul Collins          

The Plenary Council (PC) is over and the time has come for assessments. 

What did it achieve? In positive terms it brought together an enormously 

generous group of people whose dedication to Catholicism is extraordi-

nary. It also demonstrated the diverse complexity of the community. As 

PC member John Warhurst commented: ‘In political terms we [Catholics] 

range from One Nation to the Greens and everything in between’ (Blog, 9 

July). 

That’s true, but PC votes consistently indicated that the large majority of 

Catholics strongly support church renewal. Out of 277 members, the most 

those opposed to renewal could muster was 65 even when you count the 

juxta modum votes as ‘no’ votes. 

The PC’s most positive achievement was its strong support for the Uluru 

Statement from the Heart, calling for a First Nations voice to Parliament to 

be enshrined in Australia’s constitution. In some ways Catholics are 

ahead of the general community on First Nations concerns. The reason: 

this has been an issue for the church for decades and was pushed by              

pioneers like Shirley ‘Mum Shirl’ Smith, Ted Kennedy and many others, 

making it central to mainstream Catholicism 

On the issue of equality, the PC eventually semi-caught-up with the 20th 

century in a vote on a set of re-drafted motions supporting equal dignity 

for women and men. Perth archbishop Costelloe, in an understatement, 

commented: ‘There is a long way to go …in understanding the proper 

role of women in the life of the Church.’ Exactly, archbishop! 

But the problem is that Catholicism has long resisted equality as a 

‘feminist plot’ so that we’ve now just caught-up with the 1970s. As                 

Costelloe admitted ‘there’s still a long way to go’ to get the church into 

the 21st century. 

'Awareness has been raised, Catholics wanting renewal are clearly the 

majority, prominent lay leaders have emerged and many of the bishops 

‘get’ the real issues.'  
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This debate takes us to the core weakness of the PC. Because some bish-

ops and laity have long resisted the basic reforms of Vatican II, particu-

larly that of living in the real world as mandated by Gaudium et spes 

(‘The Church in the Modern World’), we are endlessly at a disadvantage, 

always playing catch-up. As someone said, we’re entangled in ‘pathetic 

incrementalism.’ For example, there are a set of motions asking bishops 

to establish diocesan pastoral councils and parish councils, structures al-

ready legislated in the Code of Canon Law (canons 511-514 and 536). 

Another example: the PC encourages all Catholics ‘to accept Pope Fran-

cis’ invitation to join the Laudato Si’ Action Platform…as a vehicle…for 

their ecological conversion.’ But the environmental movement devel-

oped plans like these decades ago, while the church has been stymied 

by some Catholics talking about ecology as ‘pagan religion’ filling a 

spiritual void in the post-Christian West and claiming that global warm-

ing is ‘the hysteria of alarmists.’ 

This, despite the fact that Catholicism has had an ecological theology 

and spirituality for more than fifty years with thinkers like Thomas Berry. 

Here in Australia, we’d already developed a theological approach and 

the term ‘environmental conversion’ actually originated here. 

Environmentalists moved-on years ago to real issues like winding-down 

coal mining, stopping native forest logging, confronting global warming 

and overpopulation. The PC’s ‘integral ecology’ sounds like something 

from the 1980s. Again, the church is lagging behind the world and pious 

platitudes are meaningless as we face environmental catastrophe. 

Sure, I understand that all the PC could do was to act within the con-

straints of canon law and find formulations on which members could 

agree. Sadly, the process was flawed from the beginning and major is-

sues facing the local church were simply ignored. 

For instance, there was no forensic analysis of contemporary Australian 

society. The church must understand the world to speak to it. We live, as 

Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor says in a secular world where              

religion and God are literally expelled from the public sphere and            
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relegated to the private. Public 

spaces, Taylor says, have been 

‘emptied of God, or of any refer-

ence to ultimate reality.’ 

He says we have moved ‘from a so-

ciety in which it was virtually im-

possible not to believe in God to 

one in which faith, even for the 

staunchest believer, is one possibil-

ity among others. God is no longer 

axiomatic.’ The contemporary as-

sumption is that religion is fading 

away as science explains every-

thing and people search for their 

own meaning and ethical norms. 

Given this context, the PC’s failure 

to consider questions regarding 

gender and sexuality was a mistake. 

These questions are, to use Taylor’s 

word, ‘axiomatic’ for people today 

and can’t be ignored. For young 

people the church’s irrelevance is 

demonstrated by the fact that it 

stubbornly resists these issues. 

Again, if the hard work had been 

done several decades ago, we 

wouldn’t be dealing, as Francis Sul-

livan says, with some PC members’ 

‘gobsmacking level of political cor-

rectness over the politics of sex and 

gender…As if making any refer-

ence to “those who identify as 

LGBTIQA+” is somehow running 

counter to the missionary outreach 

of the Church beggar’s belief’ (Blog, 

5 July). 

Another issue that was largely ig-

nored was the priesthood and the 

question of ordination itself, espe-

cially in light of the fact that over 

55% of all priests now working in 

Australian parishes are foreign 

born. The anodyne motion on 

priesthood says nothing new, and 

seminaries, the seedbeds of cleri-

calism, were hardly mentioned. 

Again, this is one of those un-

addressed issues from decades ago. 

Its not that some of us haven’t asked 

questions. My first public disagree-

ment in the mid-1980s with the then 

Father George Pell was over his ap-

proach to formation in the Mel-

bourne seminary. 

So, while thankful for what was 

achieved, the PC simply side-

stepped the major issues facing 

Australian Catholicism. But all is not 

lost. Awareness has been raised, 

Catholics wanting renewal are 

clearly the majority, prominent lay 

leaders have emerged and many of 

the bishops ‘get’ the real issues. 

And there’s always Sancta Sophia, 

the Holy Spirit, guiding us. 
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Cost, sexuality issues see some Australian bishops shun                     

Lambeth summit  - By Jenan Taylor 

At least eight Australian Anglican bishops have declined to attend the 

upcoming Lambeth Conference in the United Kingdom.   

Bishops from Sydney, Tasmania, Bathurst, Armidale and North West                

Australia dioceses, have variously cited costs and views on human             

sexuality among the reasons they will not be going to the conference. 

More than 650 bishops from across the world are expected at the                

Lambeth Conference, which usually takes place every 10 years. 

It was cancelled in 2018 with the organisers saying more work was              

needed on “the structure of the Anglican Communion and the need for a 

continued journey towards a postcolonial model of global church.”. 

In 2020 it was postponed because of the COVID pandemic.  

A Sydney diocese spokesperson said Archbishop Kanishka Raffel had 

written to the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, confirming that the 

Sydney bishops would not be attending.   

“Sydney Bishops have not attended the Lambeth Conference since 1998, 

due to the presence of some who have flouted the resolutions made at 

that meeting, and the absence of some who have upheld them,” the 

spokesperson said. 

It comes as organisers prepare for the opening of the Lambeth                         

conference, despite a boycott from the Anglican primates of Nigeria, 

Rwanda and Uganda.  

The primates issued an open letter to Archbishop Welby saying they 

would boycott the conference because the Church continued to fail to  

address questions of revisionism in line with the rise of secular culture in 

the Church. 

In a separate statement the primates also said they represented almost 

half of the world’s Anglicans.  

The Diocese of Tasmania has also told The Melbourne Anglican that             
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Bishop Richard Condie would not be attending but gave no reason. 

The North West Australia Diocese said that because there had been no 

replacement since Bishop Gary Nelson’s retirement, they would not have 

a representative either. 

But the Bathurst diocese’s Bishop Mark Calder said cost considerations 

were why he was unable to attend. 

Tickets alone are an estimated $8500 per person at current exchange 

rates. 

However, Bishop Calder said he wanted to see the Church concentrate on 

making spreading the good news of Jesus the main item on the program. 

He said although climate change and other matters on the agenda were 

important, the Church’s call should be Jesus’s call, which is to go into all 

the world and make disciples. 

“If we made that the central focus of what the Church is all about, then  

actually everything else will fall into place, because people who are           

mature disciples will take care of the environment, and we’ll look after 

the poor, and we’ll look after refugees,” Bishop Calder said. 

“But if we don’t make that the main theme, then we actually lose sight of 

what the actual main thing is.” 

Brisbane diocese’s Bishop Cameron Venables said he and other Brisbane 

bishops would be attending instead of Archbishop Phillip Aspinall. 

Bishop Venables said Archbishop Aspinall had decided to stay home 

simply because he had already travelled a number of times this year to 

conferences. 

He said that since the convention had been deferred because of COVID, 

Anglican leaders around the world had been encouraged to form online 

Bible study groups. 

Because of that, a number of networks had also formed around care of the 

environment, refugee support and rural ministry, the bishop said. 
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He expected that being able to be 

physically present to each other at 

Lambeth would help to advance 

those connections. 

Bishop Venables also said the                 

opportunity for spouses to attend a                 

dedicated program that matched 

what the bishops would have, and 

that included opportunity for                

discussion and prayer, would also 

enrich the life of the Communion. 

Meanwhile Archbishop Welby and 

the Secretary General of the                       

Anglican Communion Archbishop 

Josiah Idowu-Fearon have issued a 

joint response to the three African 

Anglican primates saying there 

would always be disagreements 

about faith and the Church but that 

they were usually dealt with 

through prayer and discussion. 

“Questions of human identity and 

sexuality will undoubtedly be               

discussed at the Lambeth Conference but bishops from Nigeria, Rwanda 

and Uganda have indicated that they will not be there. Therefore they will 

have neither voice nor the opportunity to listen,” they said. 

They also stated their concerns about the primates’ views of some of the 

conference topics. 

“…We are distressed to read that you consider matters of the                              

environment, poverty and economic disadvantage to be ‘peripheral’. 

These are matters of life and death for large parts of the Communion,” 

the bishops said. 

The flowers in the church today are 

in treasured memory of the two 

wonderful men who had a lasting 

impact on my life.                                                                  

Leslie Bullock  

&  

Stanley Conchar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love you and will be forever grateful.  

R.I.P. 

(from Pat Conchar) 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them                      

O Lord,                                                                                                       

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them. 
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But the primates responded saying they were not against climate change 

discussions but rather the Church was trying to mask how serious the              

issue of human sexuality was to the stability of the Communion. 

The Melbourne Anglican understands that Melbourne diocese Assistant 

Bishops, and Archbishop Philip Freier will be at the conference. 

Writing in The Melbourne Anglican last month, Archbishop Freier said 

the Lambeth Conference was one of the worldwide communion’s four                      

instruments of communion. 

He anticipated that the discussions that would take place could be seen 

as contrary to the negative discourses that can pervade many forums. 

“In a world that readily descends into conflict and unreconcilable                   

positions it makes a strong statement that Anglican leaders from all 

around the world intend to join together for prayer, shared study and 

worship simply out of   the ‘bonds of affection’ they have for each other 

by reason of a shared episcopal office and vocation,” Archbishop Freier 

said. 

Quote of the Week …  

 "The Christian life is not a constant high.                   

I have my moments of deep discouragement. 

I have to go to God in prayer with tears in my 

eyes, and say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help 

me.'” 

- Billy Graham (1918-2018)                                                    

He was an American evangelist and an                    

ordained Southern Baptist minister who               

became well known internationally in the 

late 1940s. 
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What happened at the General Synod in York? - By HATTIE 

WILLIAMS 

EMOTIONS, as well as the temperature, ran high during a range of            

debates this week at the General Synod, which was held at the University 

of York for the first time in three years (because of the pandemic). 

It was also the first hybrid Synod meeting in York: several members                 

contributed to the debates by means of Zoom. Attendance was high over 

the sunny weekend, with large voting figures. Newly elected members        

expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to meet and attend fringe 

events. 

A series of early adjournments threw the proposed agenda out of kilter. 

On the first day, a debate on Ukraine was split owing to interruptions 

from climate protesters after the Synod adopted the net-zero Routemap. 

A motion proposing changes to the Crown Nominations Commission 

(CNC) for the see of Canterbury was also decided over two days. 

The outcomes of these debates were among the headlines from the              

Synod this week. Although almost 80 per cent of members present ended 

up voting for proposals to increase Anglican Communion representatives 

from one to five on the CNC for choosing the next Archbishop of                    

Canterbury, there was disquiet during the long debate. The motion had 

missed “huge steps of process”, one speaker said. 

Others were concerned about the effect on the diversity (in gender, 

views, and heritage) of the representation — an issue that was addressed 

in two amendments that were carried to ensured that both women and 

people of global-majority heritage were among the five Communion               

representatives. 

A visitor, the Archbishop of the Congo, the Most Revd Titre Ande 

Georges, reminded the Church of its historical responsibilities as a      

member of the Communion, warning members not to serve their own           

interests only. 

 



25 

A motion from the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Revd Nick Baines, on the          

Russian invasion of Ukraine was amended to reflect calls for justice as 

well as peace, and carried with just two opposing votes and two recorded 

abstentions out of 327 members present. In his final remarks, Bishop 

Baines reiterated that “nothing justifies what Putin has done,” but, to          

understand the conflict, it was also necessary to “look through the lens of 

Russia, and Putin in particular”. 

During the Sunday-morning sung eucharist in York Minster, the newly   

appointed Secretary-General of the Anglican Communion, the Rt Revd 

Anthony Poggo (News, 17 June), urged the congregation to remember the 

suffering in Ukraine, Congo, and elsewhere. “Love knows no cultural,           

religious, tribal, or national boundary,” he said. 

Empathy and inclusion were recurrent themes at the Synod. Before it 

agreed, on Sunday evening, to call on the Government to maintain the 

current law against assisted dying, members on different sides of the              

debate spoke about their own experiences of people who had faced              

terminal illness. 

The Bishop of Worcester, Dr John Inge, spoke about his wife’s diagnosis 

with a terminal illness in 2014, and said that, had the law allowed, she 

might have opted for an assisted death. “The despair of the moment 

could well have become determinative, and what a tragedy that would 

have been.” The motion, which was carried overwhelmingly, urged the 

Government to improve the funding of palliative care. 

A rousing speech from Canon Timothy Goode on Monday led to the 

unanimous approval of his motion calling on the Church to remove barri-

ers to the full participation of disabled people. As with the assisted-dying 

motion, it prompted a debate that included many first-hand accounts of 

experiences. Sarah Tupling (Deaf Anglicans Together) said, through a 

BSL interpreter: “If we want to be simpler, humbler, and bolder, we need 

to start by being bolder rather than simpler, and move things forward in 

a much more progressive fashion.” 
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The catchphrase of the Archbishop 

of York’s Vision and Strategy, which 

he repeated in his presidential ad-

dress on Friday, was frequently 

quoted throughout the sessions, 

though not always favourably. 

Simplicity was hard to achieve in 

the ongoing efforts both to improve 

temporarily the soon-to-be-

replaced Clergy Discipline Meas-

ure (CDM), debated on Monday, 

and to agree on proposals for the 

new Clergy Conduct Measure 

(CCM), the last item to be debated 

on Tuesday. Both were concerned 

with improving the way in which 

complaints were dealt with. 

News of further efforts at safeguard-

ing improvements was presented in 

line with recommendations from the 

Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 

(IICSA), on Saturday, and was well 

received by the Synod. Separately, 

on Monday, legislation was passed 

to give newly designated diocesan 

safeguarding officers more powers. 

The protection of children was also 

raised during a debate on age veri-

fication of online pornography sites, 

on Monday, ending with a call to the 

Government to fulfil its promise to 

enforce this with legislation. 

 

There were also several debates 

touching on finance, including the             

review of Strategic Development 

Funding, the next triennium of        

central funding, the 2023 budget, 

and means of spreading the burden 

of stipends. 

Ukrainian Primate thanks UK 

for support -By FRANCIS 

MARTIN 

Ukrainians want to live in peace, in 

the free world, Metropolitan            

Epiphany says 

 THE Ukrainian nation is a peaceful 

one, “and we would like to live in 

peace with all our neighbours,” the 

Primate of the independent              

Orthodox Church of Ukraine,           

Metropolitan Epiphany, has said. 

Speaking to the Church Times     

during his visit to London last 

week, he thanked the UK for its 

support for Ukrainians, and set out 

a vision for his country’s future 

within Europe. 

“The United Kingdom is among the 

countries in the first row of those 

from which we have had huge          

support, not just in words, but in 

deeds. 
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“We are grateful to everyone, but particularly to all Britons, for support, 

for prayer, for humanitarian aid, for caring about refugees — it’s so                

important.” 

Metropolitan Epiphany described the start of the war: “We woke up             

because of the sound of sirens, and we heard the explosion from missiles 

and bombs, and we understood that war had begun. . . 

“The Ukrainian nation is a peaceful one, and we would like to live in 

peace with all our neighbours. But we have a strong and clear decision: 

we would like to be indivisible part of European civilisation. And our 

choice is a big problem for Putin, because it prevents realisation of the 

neo-imperial project of Russkii Mir” (Russian World) (News, 25 March). 

“We believe that, in the future, we will live as two neighbouring but            

separate Slavic nations,” Metropolitan Epiphany said. But he emphasised 

that Ukraine would “like to live in the free world: we would like to live in 

democracy, and we will do what is required to be members of the                   

European Union and European society”. 

Asked whether this would create tensions for a socially conservative 

Church, the Primate said: “We stand for rights and freedom. We are 

against persecution for any kind. But we must understand that society   

accepts some things and rejects some things, and the Church bases its 

positions on gospel teaching.” 

During his visit to the UK, Metropolitan Epiphany and the Archbishop of 

Chernihiv & Nizhyn, Archbishop Yevstratiy, attended the Ministerial       

Conference on Freedom of Religion or Belief. They also met the                

Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth Palace (News, 8 July). 

Metropolitan Epiphany described the part that his Church had played 

during the conflict: “From the very beginning of this invasion, our Church 

included itself in the process of defending our country. Every one of our 

parishes became a humanitarian hub, collecting and providing                           

humanitarian aid, and hundreds of our priests became chaplains in our 

armed forces.” 
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Research by the Ukrainian poling company InfoSapiens suggests that the 

proportion of all Ukrainians who identify themselves with the independ-

ent Orthodox Church has increased from 38 per cent to 52 per cent since 

the Russian invasion. At the same time, the percentage who say they be-

long to the Moscow-affiliated Church has fallen from 15 to just four per 

cent. 

“In these four months, more than 600 parish congregations voluntarily 

joined our Church from Moscow, and this process of unifying still                      

continues,” Metropolitan Epiphany said. 

“Everybody can see that Patriarch Kirill openly supports Putin in his                 

aggression, and Ukrainians can see this, and change their attitude to the 

Russian Church.” 

Although the Moscow Patriarch has publicly supported the war in 

Ukraine (News, 6 May), the leader of the Moscow-affiliated Ukrainian     

Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Onufriy, has spoken against the war since 

it began. In May, his Church declared itself independent of the Moscow 

Patriarchate. 

The move has not been recognised by Patriarch Kirill, and Metropolitan 

Epiphany cast doubt on the decision, describing it as an attempt “to stop 

the process” of parishes’ moving to his own Church, “because they lost 

trust from Ukrainian society”. 

He said, however, that he welcomed “all steps which aim to achieve        

unity”, and was open to dialogue with Metropolitan Onufriy “with no    

preconditions”. 

In an interview with La Civiltà Cattolica published last month, Pope       

Francis suggested that the invasion of Ukraine was “perhaps somehow 

provoked”. Metropolitan Epiphany said last week: “We understand the 

Pope’s position in this situation. Historically, the Vatican has a good         

relationship with Moscow. 

“We would like to see much more support, and we would like to see a 

much clearer position. But we believe they need more time . . . and we are 

really grateful to the Pope, first of all for prayer.” 
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On the subject of moral leadership, Metropolitan Epiphany was forth-

right: “I think that everybody must name things as they are. Everybody 

must accuse and judge evil. We understand that it is hard, sometimes it is 

painful; but if we don’t speak the truth, we will be faced with bad             

consequences.” 

He suggested that, had the world made “an appropriate response to 

Putin’s aggression in Crimea” in 2014, the current conflict would not 

have arisen. 

“Every leader must understand that the lives of ordinary Ukrainians are 

at stake,” the Primate said. “We have no time to wait: every day, every 

hour, maybe even every minute, somebody dies. 

“We are praying, and believe that for God it is possible to change every-

thing at once. We call Christians of all the world to continue to pray for 

peace for Ukraine, because our Lord can change everything for the                

better.” 

On Greece's Santorini, 13 cloistered nuns pray for the world 

Cruise-ship tourists crowding souvenir shops and couples chasing the 

perfect Instagram sunset throng the alleyway outside the Monastery of St 

Catherine, steps from Santorini's world-famous volcanic cliffs.  

Inside this convent on one of the trendiest islands in Greece, a predomi-

nantly Christian Orthodox country, 13 cloistered Catholic nuns devote 

their lives to praying for those visitors and for the world. 

It's a crucial if often misunderstood mission within the church, where 

constant prayer is deemed necessary to support more outwardly                     

engaged ministries. 

"In such a touristy island, the last thing one thinks about is praying — so 

we are the ones who do it," Sister Lucía María de Fátima, the prioress, 

said on a recent morning. 

She and other sisters spoke in the convent's parlour, from behind a   

widely spaced white iron grille that demarcates the cloistered space 

from the outside world. 
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Ending more than two years of pandemic seclusion, the sisters will wel-

come visitors back to the public part of their church starting at a Mass in 

early August for the convent's 425th anniversary. 

The rest of the convent is considered a sacred space, where the nuns live 

mostly in silence and contemplation, leaving only for medical reasons or 

government requirements. 

"After going beyond the grille, we miss nothing," said Sister María        

Esclava, who's originally from Puerto Rico. 

"When God gave us the vocation to being cloistered, he gave us the 

complete package."  

The Reverend Félix del Valle, a Spanish priest, has led periodic spiritual 

exercises at the convent for more than 10 years, part of the rigorous reli-

gious training for the sisters that starts with nine years of preparation be-

fore entering the cloistered life. 

"In a world of consumption, of diversions, they give witness that God 

alone is enough," he said. 

Many orders of nuns are active in teaching, health care and ministry to 

vulnerable groups like migrants. 

But contemplative nuns carry on a tradition of complete devotion to   

prayer that traces its origins to the first desert hermits, who sought  

closeness to God by removing all earthly distractions. 

"For these women, they find God in a dedicated life of prayer or                  

contemplation," said Margaret McGuinness, professor emerita of                         

religion at La Salle University in Philadelphia. 

Sister María de la Iglesia spent nearly 40 years in Santorini before               

moving to Spain to lead the Federación Madre de Dios, or Mother of God 

Federation, which oversees the island's convent and nine other Catholic 

Dominican convents on four continents. 

"In today's logic our life is not understood or valued, but within the 

church it is," she said. 
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"We're the voice of the church that tirelessly praises, petitions on behalf 

of our entire humanity. It's a thrilling mission." 

When not praying or practising music and hymns, the sisters — ranging 

in age from 40s to 80s — do housework; tend to the garden, where they 

grow tomatoes, lemons and grapes; and make communion wafers for 

most of the Catholic parishes in Greece. 

During two daily recesses, they break their silence to chat on the wide 

terraces, the Aegean Sea shimmering in the distance. 

At dawn, a bell calls to the first of about nine hours of prayer, most sung 

in Latin, Spanish and Greek. 

"While the sun rises, creation and the human person join in harmony of 

praise to God," Sister María Guadalupe said, adding that with monaster-

ies across time zones, someone is always keeping prayer active. 

"We're not out of the world, but rather very involved in the world." 

In majority-Orthodox Greece, the Catholic convent's presence speaks to 

desired unity with other Christians, the sisters say. 

They exchange holiday greetings with the island's Orthodox monks and 

nuns, and recall enthusiastically one visit when they sang hymns                          

together. 

"Despite being cloistered, nuns have always been an important element 

in the life of a place," said Fermín Labarga, professor of church history at 

the University of Navarra in Spain. 

It was in that country that the Dominican order of cloistered nuns was 

founded more than 800 years ago by St Dominic, to pray constantly in 

what Labarga termed the "rearguard" while their fellow religious brought 

the Gospel to the world. 

That "missionary spirit within a contemplative space," in Sister María de 

la Iglesia's words, continues to animate today's nuns, who wear the               

historic Dominican black veil and all-enveloping white habit —                      

representing penitence and innocence. 
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They came to Santorini mostly from 

the Caribbean (Puerto Rico and            

Santo Domingo), as well as Angola, 

Korea, Argentina, Greece and 

Spain. 

Sister María de la Iglesia was sent 

to the island by her order in 1981, 

when only three nuns were left in 

the convent. 

It was first established in 1596 on 

the rocky promontory of Skaros —                   

today a popular sunset-watching 

spot, but then a hideout from pi-

rates. 

After an earthquake, it was relocat-

ed to the main town of Thira a few 

miles away, where it survived an-

other devastating quake in 1956 

that led many residents, including 

most other Catholics, to abandon 

the island. 

Large rocks are embedded in the 

artistic grille that divides the 

church's public area from where the 

sisters pray, near a globe that           

further symbolises their connection 

to their surroundings. 

The sisters keep up to date on 

world events through various Cath-

olic  media outlets and newsletters, 

plus daily Mass homilies. 

 

In recent ones, the priest delved in-

to the war in Ukraine, the metaverse 

and the dangers of parkour. 

They also receive prayer petitions 

from other religious people as well 

as visitors, asking for everything 

from world peace to healing from 

disease — "and babies, lots of ba-

bies," Sister Maria Flor de la Eu-

caristía said playfully. 

"We suffer too with them, we feel 

the pain of the families and of the 

world, but with a certitude of hope 

that gives us joy," said Sister Maria 

Fátima, who hails from Angola. 

That certainty of belief shines 

through the sisters' cheerful de-

meanour despite an austere life that 

demands sacrifice not only from 

them but from their families, whom 

they can only see occasionally be-

hind the grilles. 

"It's a calling from God. You can't 

follow any other path. A constant 

call, so that you can follow it with 

joy," said Sister Lucía María de        

Fátima, originally from Argentina. 

That joy they find plentifully in their 

vocation, despite forgoing most         

activities that draw hundreds of 

thousands of tourists to Santorini — 

like going to the beach. 
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Sister María Isabel said she liked beaches a lot in her native Puerto Rico. 

Upon entering the Dominican convent there, she could no longer see the 

ocean. 

When she was moved to the main convent in Olmedo, deep in Spain's 

heartland, she thought she would never see a wave again. 

Then came the mission in Santorini. 

"God gives you grace that you had not expected," she said, smiling 

broadly, before the bell tolled, and she rushed off to church, to keep 

singing God's praise. 

Tuesday Lunchtime Recital 19th July 2022 

Georgina Oakes, Clarinet and John Martin, Piano                                                  

Program                                                                                                                 

Charles-Marie Widor - Introduction and Rondo                                                  

Jules Massenet - Meditation from Thaïs for Clarinet and Piano                         

Frédéric Chopin - Waltz in C sharp Minor, Op.64 No.2                                 

Claude Debussy - Premiere Rhapsody                                                                      

Darius Milhaud - Scaramouche 

II.              Moderato                                                                                  

III.            Brazileira 

Michele Mangani - Blues after American in Paris by George Gershwin 

This was a magnificent recital! The small, but enthusiastic, audience was 

not shy in expressing their enjoyment and appreciation of and to                

Georgina and John.  

The program was chosen with a great deal care. Before each piece, 

Georgina and John spoke of the background and style of the pieces; it 

was evident they wanted the listeners to gain as much musical                

appreciation as possible.  

Georgina Oakes’ overseas experience certainly manifested itself in this                    

recital. The evenness of her tone colour and dynamics throughout the  



34 

extensive range of the clarinet was, at times, ‘breathtaking.’ A taste of               

frivolity with Milhaud’s Scaramouche, with her invitation to dance along! 

She followed this with a fabulous performance of Blues after American in 

Paris; Georgina swung as many notes as she could.  With what must be a 

flawless technique, her playing evoked emotion, not sentiment, from 

grandeur of Widor to the final note of their encore Summertime. Music at 

its best! 

John Martin, an accompanist of vast experience in every music genre, 

was an outstanding complement to Georgina. The technique required to 

perform Widor, Debussy and Milhaud is also exceptional and John was 

wonderful. He delighted us with the beautiful Waltz in C sharp minor by 

Chopin. A gentle, lyrical and very musical performance; this was a fine 

choice as a link between Massenet and Debussy.  

Our thanks to Georgina and John for sharing their beautiful music.  

 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                                                                                                     

Recital Convenor              
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  Hosea 1.2-10; Psalm 85;                                                  

 Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19); Luke 11.1-13  

Today in his discourse on prayer, Jesus tells us 

that the Father will give us not only gifts that we 

ask for but also the gift of the Holy Spirit. We have 

a generous and loving Father who always gives us 

those things that are good for us to have. One of 

those gifts is the Real Presence of Jesus himself in the Eucharist.  

 Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist, help me to see all the 

gifts showered upon me by the Father and help me to fill my heart 

with appreciation and gratitude.  

 Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially 

today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.  

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022  

Thank you 

To our faithful servers, Judith Laurence, 

Margaret Byron, Brian Luhr, Mark Myers 

and Peter Keenan. 

Each week they faithfully turn up and 

serve the mass helping to add to the 

beauty of our worship. Thank you. 

Thank you to Lynn, Judith and Bill who 

work so hard to keep our grounds looking lovely. 

Thank you to those of you who donate so generously to the Parish                 

Pantry, either in food, money or time. With the crisis in the price and 

availability of food your help is at the critical level.  
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 INDOORS …  
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Four exceptional school leaders              

announced as the next Fellows 

Investigating a new approach to                         

reframing empowered leadership 

in an increasingly challenging and 

complex school context 

The Menzies Foundation with key 

partner Australian Council for                      

Educational Research (ACER) are          

delighted to announce the Menzies 

School Leader Fellowships have been 

awarded to four innovative Principals 

across Australian government,                      

Catholic and independent schools. 

“This recruitment process was the 

first national intake for the Fellowship 

and we have been overwhelmed with 

the reception from school leaders 

across Australia. I am delighted to  

announce the recipients of the 2022 

Menzies School Leader Fellowship 

and the Collier School Leader                    

Fellowship” said Menzies Foundation 

CEO Liz Gillies. 

Congratulations to the successful  

candidates: 

Carolyn Blanden – Principal,                 

Warakirri College, Fairfield and 

Blacktown, NSW 

Anne Stout – Principal, Port                  

Melbourne Secondary College, VIC 

Anthony Boys – Principal, Marist 

Catholic College North Shore, NSW 

Nick Lovering – Principal, Katherine 

High School, NT 

With thanks to the ongoing                      

partnership with the Collier                   

Charitable Fund, Anne Stout has been 

awarded the Collier School Leader 

Fellowship to undertake the School 

Leader Fellowship. 

“Collier Charitable Fund is                           

committed to continuing the legacies 

of Alice, Annette and Edith Collier by 

striving to improve the lives of                 

Australians. The education sector is a 

specific interest area of the Fund and 

we are delighted to welcome Anne 

Stout, Principal, Port Melbourne             

Secondary College, Victoria to the 

program and we wish her all the 

best.” said Wendy Lewis, Collier 

Charitable Fund. 

Powered by the Menzies Foundation 

the two-year, $150,000, leadership  

development initiative seeks to                 

harness cross-sector expertise to               

understand how to build a pipeline of 

talented school leaders, equipping 

them with the knowledge and skills to 

successfully adapt to and take on the 

challenges and complexities of the 

role. Unlike typical leadership                      

development initiatives, there is an 

explicit focus on increasing the skills 

and capabilities of leaders to build                    

collective efficacy. 
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[Celebrant] Let us bring our prayers 

for the church and the world to our 

loving father, confident that he will 

hear us. 

Eternal father, creator of all, we thank 

you for your gracious gifts to us. For 

the life-giving sun, the stars and 

moon at night, for the blessing of rain 

and for seasonal weather.  Thank you 

for the beauty of all that surrounds us. 

Guide us, so that we will make careful 

use of our natural world and its 

resources, mindful of the needs of all, 

both now and for generations to 

come. 

Our father in heaven, we praise your 

holy name and bring our prayers to 

you for our natural world. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Eternal father, we bring before you 

the ever-growing tragedy in Ukraine. 

Bring reason and wisdom to the 

minds of those who are in a position 

to mediate or bring pressure to bear 

upon the Russian leaders to broker 

peace. We also bring before you the 

people of Afghanistan, especially the 

women and children that their rulers 

will deal justly with them.  

Our father in heaven, we pray that 

your kingdom will come and bring 

peace to our grieving world. Lord,               

in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Eternal father, we thank you for your 

church and its message of salvation to 

all people and pray for your 

guidance and blessing upon all 

bishops, priests and deacons, 

especially in the Church of Wales, 

also Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey 

our Primate, Kanishka our 

Archbishop and Michael our bishop. 

Uphold Fr James and our parish 

ministry team and all who worship 

you here, that this parish will be a 

reflection of your love. 

Our father in heaven, we pray that 

your will be done in the world and 

the church. Lord, in your mercy: hear 

our prayer. 

Eternal father, come to the aid of all 

in need: prisoners and outcasts, 

refugees and fugitives from fear and 

want, those who mourn and those 

who are alone and neglected, the sick 

and those who are reaching the end 

of their life. We remember those on 

our parish prayer list: Fr James; Joyce 

Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; 

Rosemary B and Theo B; Robyn 

Collins; June Cameron; Roger 

Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; Vince 

Foster; Malcolm Green; Helen;                    
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Fr Robin Hutcheon; Leonora Jacqueline; Enid Kell; Lily; David Morgan; Graham 

Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Gaye Rand; Scott; Fran 

Sellers; Diane Smith; Peter Sorensen; Sylvia; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey and 

Bob Woods.  Bless all who seek to make the lives of others more bearable 

through their professional care or loving support. 

Our father in heaven, we praise you for caring for every individual and pray 

that you will help us to do the same. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Eternal father, we thank you for all those we have loved and who are now at 

rest, especially those who have their years mind at this time: Nancy Conley, 

Annie McGowan, Violet Elliott, Michaela Mitrovic-Tuckey, Minnie Starkey, 

Charles Ecob, Leslie Bullock, Frank Coe, Lorna Evans and Stanley Conchar.  

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May we with them and all the saints share in the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

[Celebrant] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.                                                             

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the 

Chapel of our Lord's Passion. 

 Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Monday 25th July - James, Apostle and Martyr  

 Tuesday 26th July - Anne, Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 Friday 29th July - Mary and Martha of Bethany  

 Saturday 30th July - William Wilberforce, Social Reformer (d.1833) 
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