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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 24th October 2021                                                                                                     

22nd  Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist                                                                                                                    

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                

10.30am    Midweek communion every Wednesday  

 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                    

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings               Year B   Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist                for next 

Job 42.1-6, 10-17                      The First Reading          Ruth 1.1-18                                      

Ps 34.1-8 (19-22)                           The Psalm                   Ps 146                                                               

Hebrews 5.1-10                             The Epistle                  Hebrews 9.11-15                                        

Mark 10-46-52                      The Gospel                  Mark 12.13-17,28-34            
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s! 

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be welcoming you today at our first Sunday of                   

Worshipping at St Paul’s after months of lockdown.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event if they 

do not feel comfortable doing so. All risk management procedures will 

be scrupulously attended to including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - either with a smartphone or a COVID-

 19 card; 

• carry proof of vaccination (either in electronic or hard-copy); 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per four square metre rule (except for house

 hold groups) and sit in alternate pews; 

• no singing. 

The Greeting of Peace will continue as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in the order of service. 

There will be no morning tea after the 9:30am service until at least the 

end of October. When morning tea does resume, everyone will need to 

sign-in again using the Hall QR code and observe all relevant hygiene 

protocols and physical distancing requirements. 
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As the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives, 

we will review matters at that point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. 

Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St 

Paul’s and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to work on the postponed sesquicentenary 

celebrations and will communicate more about these, along with our 

Advent and Christmas services, in due course. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                              

James. 

All Souls' Day 
Our annual commemoration of our loved ones who have finished 

their earthly journeys, will be on 2nd November. In preparation for this 

we prepare a list of names to be remembered in the service and                         

entered in our Chantry Book.  

If you have given us names in the past and they appear in our year's 

mind list each week, there is no need to give them to us again as they 

will automatically be in the list. If you have other names you would like 

listed, especially those who have passed away since last year's service, 

there are a number of ways that can be achieved. There will be a sheet 

at the back of the church on Wednesday 13th and 20th and Sunday                   

17th and 24th October but you could also email to                                      

judealaurence@gmail.com or contact the parish office with the full 

name and full date of death.   

Many thanks and blessings,                                                                                        

Jude 

 

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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Last Sunday the Trading Table made $65 which was a small start. Please 

make sure you make contact with me to order your goods including 

spinach so you are not disappointed. 

The Trading Table will not be able to take place at present due to the 

COVID restrictions. I have had people wanting to buy the many jams, 

marmalades and chutneys that I have been busy preparing during the 

lockdown. I have decided the best way to help everyone get a chance 

to buy the goodies is to pre-order and I will have your parcel ready to 

collect after the service. I will list the 46 varieties of goodies that are 

available for you to choose from. 

Butters 

Lemon & Lime, Lemon,  Lemon Lime & Passion fruit 

Chutneys/Pickles 

Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green Paw-

paw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Green Mango 

Chutney 

Jams 

Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam, 

Peach & Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jel-

ly, Lilly Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam, Raspberry Jam, Blueberry Jam, Apri-

cot,  Apricot & Pineapple Jam, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple 

Jam/Sauce 

Marmalades 

Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & Ginger, 

Cumquat, Cumquat Moroccan Style, Orange, Orange & Rum & Raisin, Blood                  

Orange, Seville Orange, Orange & Rum, Orange & Coriander & Ginger, Orange & 

Lemon, Orange & Lemon with Ginger, Orange & Passionfruit Jelly  Orange &  

Apricot, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby Grapefruit & 

Click & Collect Trading Table  
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& Pomegranate, Chai Spice Grapefruit  

Spinach 

Bunches of spinach will also be available 

If you would like anything please contact me either by email, text or 

phone with your order. There are only a few jars available for some of the 

varieties. 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 

Pam Brock 

pambrock@hotmail.com, 97473619 or 0402547892 

 Job 42.1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34.1-8; 

 Hebrews 7.21-28; Mark 10.46-52 

Bartimaeus’ cries as he sat by the roadside were a 

prayer from the heart. Unrehearsed, not from a pray-

er book, raw and desperate. They could not be ig-

nored and when faced with opposition, they grew 

louder. Our faith calls for moments of desperation 

such as this when we shout out unrehearsed to Jesus 

and our faith makes us well. What roadside are you sitting by and what cloak 

do you need to throw off? 

 We give thanks that Jesus is abundant in mercy and that he does not ig-

nore our cries for help.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 

New Zealand and Polynesia 

Text: Amkela Malaba Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2021 

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory  Do-

nations                        

please use this account de-

tails:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving: $5166                                  

Parish Pantry: $180 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$5346 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

More families in need of food relief as welfare deadline                                             

approaches 

Heaven at the Hill warns that more families will need food                  

support 

- By Chris Shearer 

A church meals program says it has seen a growing number of families 

requiring food support, and expects numbers to continue to rise as fed-

eral Covid disaster payments are cut off sometime in November. 

Director of operations Heaven at the Hill Dr Ree Boddé said its meal 

program, which is run out of St Peter’s Eastern Hill, had served over 

110,000 meals to those in need since March 2020. 

The majority of these have gone to international students who were not 

eligible for government support during the pandemic, but in the past 

few months there has been an uptick in the number of families arriving 

at their distribution centre, Dr Boddé said. 

“What we’re finding is that a lot of people are losing their jobs … [and] 

are starting to access food relief,” she told The Melbourne Anglican. 

“Some of them are so well dressed you wouldn’t even know. It’s people 

that you usually wouldn’t see at these sort of places, fairly middle-class 

families basically. 

“It’s an emerging need. Where we used to have mostly international  

students and students, now we’re getting families front up too looking 

for grocery items and food.” 

Dr Boddé said there were about 10-15 families coming each week to 

their distribution centre, and expected that number to grow in the                  

coming months. 

“It’s not going to go away,” she said. 
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“What I’ve been told is that there is no work. So this is going to be with 

us for a while.” 

Further pain is expected later in the month as the percentage of fully 

vaccinated Victorians reaches 70 per cent, triggering the winding-

down of federal Covid disaster payments. Two weeks after the state 

reaches 80 per cent fully vaccinated the payments will be drastically 

reduced to pre-pandemic levels, which welfare groups have called 

“unconscionable”. 

Around $9bn in payments has been distributed to some 2.16 million 

Australians since June this year. 

Heaven at the Hill receives just over 500 pre-packaged meals and other 

groceries from FareShare, an organisation that rescues surplus food 

and cooks over 26,000 meals each week for food relief charities. Kitch-

en manager Crickette DerJeu said the demand for free and nutritious 

meals had grown enormously over the past few months. 

“We have never had a waiting list and we’re prioritising charities that 

have more need than probably ever before,” she told The Melbourne 

Anglican. 

“We’ve never seen the need for our meals more than what we do now.” 

Dr Boddé said that while the program was now receiving some funding 

from the state government, more was needed. Those wishing to sup-

port the program could visit their website. She also encouraged those 

wishing to donate food to consider non-perishable items, particularly 

canned foods. 

Those wishing to support the work of FareShare can do so in a variety 

of ways . You can go to their website to find out:                                      

https://www.fareshare.net.au/melbourne/ 
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You can have it all, until . . . 

. . . something goes wrong, as Kate Bowler discovered.               

Interview by Madeleine Davies - By Gabrielle Touchette  

IN 2015, at the age of 35, Kate Bowler was diagnosed with Stage 4 colon 

cancer. The survival rate, eventually extracted from a reluctant young 

doctor, was a 14-per-cent chance of surviving for the next two years. 

Six years later, having turned 40, she is in what a doctor describes as 

“durable remission”. Having wondered whether she would see her son 

turn three, she has watched him reach school age. She is a history profes-

sor at Duke Divinity School, in North Carolina, and has also managed to 

complete her second work of history (The Preacher’s Wife: The precari-

ous power of Evangelical women celebrities) in just five months, not to 

mention several New York Times op-eds and two memoirs (Features,16 

February 2018; Books). 

A self-confessed “human bulldozer”, she has achieved an enormous 

amount in the past five years while grappling with a terrifying diagnosis, 

a scan every 60 days, and, for several months, 3.45-a.m. starts to fly to the 

site of a clinical trial. Yet, at the heart of this second memoir, No Cure For 

Being Human (And other truths I need to hear), is her struggle to discern 

what to do with her time, how to live, having confronted “our beautiful, 

terrible finitude”. 

She writes: “Now that I have every good reason to be afraid; now that I 

know what it feels like when the earth buckles; now that I’m afraid to stay 

as I am, but more afraid to move forward: What if I forget what I learned? 

And what if I can’t learn to hope again?” 

THE term “cancer survivor” is not one that she relates to, she tells me, 

speaking from North Carolina. “I guess because the word ‘survivor’ feels 

very fraught. . . I always get another scan and then I find out. I feel like on 

the day of the scan I will be like, ‘Yes, I am a cancer survivor!’ But, for the 

rest of life, my health always feels kind of uncertain, and I don’t think that 

being afraid is really something I am going to get over and be able to 

move past.” 
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The bracketed subtitle of the book suggests that she writes for herself. 

Did she have a reader in mind? “I can’t really picture anyone else if I am 

trying to write the truest, hardest thing,” she observes. “Honestly, writing 

has been the way that I have practised telling truths that I really don’t tell 

to the people around me, and especially to the people I love. I don’t 

know how to look at someone who desperately loves me and wants eve-

ry good thing for me, and then whisper that I no longer believe in ‘best’ 

now, or that I imagine myself as finite and fragile.” 

But she is also conscious of the community that she has encountered 

since she started writing and “that has — I think, I hope — cured me 

from a lot of the narcissism of pain. Now I realise that I am writing for all 

of the people who feel like they are living in the after of their life, and 

they really miss the way it was before.” 

While this memoir, like her first, is full of humour — often mordant, al-

ways honest — it also contains profound reflections on the nature of time. 

Used to racing towards the future, she finds that she must “lay an entirely 

separate mental track, headed straight for a cliff”. Time is remorseless 

(“I have tried to pour infinity into these stubborn hours. But I keep tick-

ing”), and yet the “terrible gift of a terrible illness” is a new ability to 

live in the present (“The things I love — the things I should love — be-

come clearer, brighter”). 

Hope for the future is described as “like a kind of arsenic that needs to 

be carefully administered, or it can poison the sacred work of living in 

the present. . . I want to be alive until I am not.” 

Her faith presents itself as both a comfort and a challenge. She recalls 

the scriptures that pronounce that we are but grass, but is acutely aware 

of her own desire for more, and wonders: “Am I unfaithful in clinging so 

tightly to life?” A theologian friend introduces her to the concepts of 

tragic, apocalyptic, and ordinary time. 

“I know I am meant to be comforted by the Christian belief in a redemp-

tive apocalypse — a sudden and wonderful conclusion is coming, a burst 

of blinding light that will sear our eyes and fill our hearts with terror and 
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relief,” she writes. “But in the       

meantime, screw this.” 

I once read that Dallas Willard’s 

mother, who died when he was two, 

told her husband to “keep eternity 

before the children”. John Calvin 

wrote that we ought to learn to 

have “one foot raised”, in prepara-

tion for heaven. How is it possible 

to hold together these two realities 

— life here on earth, and the grand 

vision of eternity? 

“When we are in grief, or pro-

longed uncertainty, and then we 

have to switch back to picking a 

kid up from school and being                

irritated about traffic and email . . . 

we do toggle between these                

different experiences of time, and 

God really is in each of them; but 

we feel it in a different way,” she 

suggests. “In ordinary time, I guess 

maybe that’s kind of the time for 

just blessing our boring regular 

lives, where we just have to remind 

ourselves that God’s present, but it 

won’t be obvious, because dinner 

has to be made. 

“But, in tragic time, when we have 

lost somebody, when we know that 

we can’t possibly be separated 

from that person we love for                     

ever . . . [there are] the things that 

only God can make true, truths we 

wouldn’t be Christians without, 

and one of them is that God              

promises ultimately to solve the 

problem of death and of our                           

separation and our pain. 

“I find it very hard to live there in 

that place for too long. . . But I think 

it’s good as Christians to live there 

long enough to keep our eyes 

wide open to the world that God 

will make true, and also to be able 

to see the pain in other people. But 

then I think we shouldn’t fault           

ourselves when we sort of snap 

back to the long line at the grocery 

store...” 

One of the consequences of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, she observes, 

was a shared experience of pre-

cariousness — something that 

made her feel less alone, no longer 

operating “behind Plexiglass”. 

“I’m so grateful that people are 

maybe more comfortable talking 

about grief than they were before; 

but I would love if we could talk a 

little bit more about that collective 

experience of feeling delicate, and 

just how much a part of our human 

condition that really is,” she says. “I 

think, at least in the United States, it 

is wildly unpopular to not just be 
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an aggressive optimist all the time.” 

HAVING started out as a historian of the prosperity gospel, Dr Bowler re-

mains fascinated by America’s philosophy of endless progress — “you 

can have it all if you just learn how to conquer your limits” — and the 

hard impact when it runs up against the reality of mortality. “I curated my 

own life until, one day, I couldn’t,” she writes. “I had accepted the burden 

of limitless choices only to find that I had few to make. I was stuck in this 

body, this house, this life.” 

It’s a philosophy that has proved hard to escape. One of the books on dis-

play in the hospital where she received her diagnosis was Joel Osteen’s 

Your Best Life Now. Her own writing is hard-headed about the failings of 

this theology, and yet always empathetic with regard to its temptations. I 

ask about her relationship with scripture. What about those verses of-

fered to those facing trials that seem to offer a guarantee that all will be 

well? 

She holds up a mug that reads: “With God, all things are possibel (sp)” — 

part of a collection of “heretical mugs, or ones with scripture that has 

been misused” collected by colleagues. “Of course, [it] is referring to Je-

sus’s resurrection power and not our own ability to conquer [the exercise 

bike] Peloton,” she observes. “I think it’s important to recognise that, in 

scripture, there are parts that promise the kind of formulas that I am try-

ing to dismantle. 

“There are all kinds of proverbs — ‘Never have I seen the righteous go 

hungry’ — which are very sanctimonious; and there is a long tradition in 

the Old Testament of faithfulness yielding rewards for God’s people. 

“I think the deep comfort I feel now in my faith is, I no longer am looking 

for faith as a kind of certainty — faith as the ‘get out of this unscathed’ 

guarantee. Really [it is] faith as loving God, as guaranteeing not very 

much more than our lives are likely going to be meaningful and also 

deeply painful, and none of us have solved the problem of mortality yet. 

“But the joy is something I see in scripture — absolutely unnecessary 

feelings of being loved by God and surrounded by others. . . An early 
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suffering Church who somehow saw the presence of God everywhere 

even in the midst of a world that was not yet redeemed. . . I was definite-

ly into world-view before. Now, I’m more like, ‘Dear God, what are the 

virtues that I am going to need to live this horrible life?’ I mean that in 

the most cheerful way, I really do.” 

The trajectory of her treatment is extraordinary. She was one of just 

three per cent of patients likely to benefit from immunotherapy, and af-

ter undergoing an operation to remove more than half her liver, a scan 

revealed that another tumour, which could not be cut out, had disap-

peared. Shortly after her son’s fourth birthday a scan indicated that 

most — if not all — of the cancer cells were dead. 

“I think a lot of people interpreted my health as a miracle,” she tells me. 

“Sometimes, I really regretted writing about it at all — because there 

was so much pressure, because one life isn’t proof of anything, and I did 

feel the weight of it. 

“I think it has been hard, especially for people who love me, to balance 

the fact that my ongoing life truly is an incredible shock and gift, and we 

praise God for it — and also that most of the people that I have gone 

through this experience with died, and there is nothing — I mean this in 

a really loving way — there is nothing special about me. . . I think that’s 

just hard for anyone who’s so desperate to have the person they love 

live. . . We are always trying to assign causality, especially when we are 

desperate to see it work out one way or the other.” 

AMONG the stories in No Cure are candid accounts of navigating the 

health-care system, including various examples of inept and even cal-

lous communication by professionals (“the sooner you get used to dy-

ing, the better”). Having spent months flying to a clinical trial in another 

state, returning at midnight attached to a chemotherapy pack, Dr Bowler 

later learned that another patient had been receiving the same treat-

ment in pill form, at her home hospital for months. Desperate for infor-

mation, including data about how her fellow patients are faring, she 

sees how territorial doctors could be about their access to it. 
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“In my first book, I was very complimentary about my doctors and about 

my medical experience, because I realised I was still auditioning for 

care,” she reflects. “I was still hoping that, if I was the good patient, the 

easy patient, the uncomplicated patient, that they would be more motivat-

ed to try to help me. And, after five years of cancer care, I can tell you that 

being charming has not worked!” 

She’s honest, too, about the complexity of feelings towards her body. “I 

felt like I was supposed to be really grateful for a body that had survived 

so much; and then I also felt like it would be superficial to want a body 

that’s decorative,” she recalls. “I guess one of the questions of survivor-

ship is: are we allowed to go back? Is there a normal to go back to?” 

When she was first diagnosed, she stopped buying clothes: “It took me 

three years maybe to start feeling like it wasn’t a waste to buy something 

new.” 

A consequence of such candid writing is a huge amount of correspond-

ence from others learning hard truths. A team at Duke has been assem-

bled to engage with this outpouring, operating as “a kind of a theological 

hospitality project”; and, in addition to her books, Dr Bowler hosts the 

podcast Everything Happens, interviewing guests about their own expe-

riences of dark times. A devotional book — Good Enough: 40ish devo-

tionals for a life of imperfection — is due out early next year. She still un-

dergoes regular scans, and still lives with uncertainty, but is moving for-

ward, into the future. Ordinary Times continues. 

“It takes great courage to live. Period.” she writes in No Cure. “There are 

fears and disappointments and failures every day, and, in the end, the he-

ro dies. It must be cinematic to watch us from above.” 

‘If this is the very end of my existence, do I want to be here . . . answering 

email?’ 

MY FRIEND Luke once told me that the Christian tradition has special 

language for our three experiences of time: tragic, apocalyptic, and pas-

toral. 
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“What you are describing right now is tragic time,” he said. Tragic time 

is the grand theodicy. The problem of evil has swept away the illusion 

that all things will be made right, and suddenly we wonder at the good-

ness of the world. We grapple with the simultaneous length and brevity 

of our existence. We are Heathcliff, forced to lose our Catherines and en-

dure our storied life as a collection of memorabilia that we have loved 

and lost. 

“You are excellent at that kind of time,” he said generously, because I 

am. 

I grinned. 

“But then there is apocalyptic time. Which is related, but not identical.” 

The veil has been lifted and now we see ourselves on the brink. Systems 

are irredeemably broken and injustice reigns. The word apocalypse 

translates to revelation, and its prophets look to different signs. Some 

see supernatural clues, sins that have pushed the nation off its moral           

axis or kept communities from bringing God’s kingdom to earth. And 

now we must retreat to the hills, purge our impurities, restore Israel, or 

keep watch for the Antichrist. 

Most apocalypticists need only look to the planet itself. Only a few               

degrees keep the ice caps from melting and the brush fires from raging 

and the soil from turning fetid from our poisons. The end of the world is 

nigh. 

There is a wonderful and terrible clarity to apocalyptic time. The last 

chapter has been read, and, now that it is too late, all the hidden facets      

of our stories are beginning to reveal themselves. The people we saw 

begging through the car window, the acquaintances we made and then 

forgot, the friends whose burdens or privileges became too exhausting 

or alienating. There was a Great Drama all along, in which our tender  

humanity, our worried hopes, were all interwoven. I keep bumping into 

this realization again and again as if for the first time: we were always 

the same. 
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I could see this clearly in the early-Wednesday-morning hours in the At-

lanta airport when I used to visit the homeless moms with young children 

in the bathroom, washing their kids’ sleepy faces in the sink and hoping 

to find a way to get them to school. They would sleep near the baggage 

carousel with a suitcase of all their things, pretending to be waiting for a 

flight. 

How had I not seen the world as it really is? Now nothing can tear these 

scenes from my mind. 

I know I am meant to be comforted by the Christian belief in a                          

redemptive apocalypse — a sudden and wonderful conclusion is                   

coming, a burst of blinding light that will sear our eyes and fill our hearts 

with terror and relief. 

But in the meantime, screw this. If this is the very end of my existence, do 

I want to be here . . . answering email? In moments like that, I have been 

known to rent bulldozers, leave without warning in the middle of                         

professional lunches, and give away essential furniture on Facebook until 

my husband politely asks, in the comments, for his favourite chair to be 

kept. 

Most people, if they have any choice in the matter, will choose neither 

apocalyptic nor tragic time. They live in pastoral time, Luke explains.  

Pastoral time is marked by the seasons, the sowing and reaping and 

herding that keeps the land tilled and the herds fenced. 

We are reminded why the title pastor comes from the word shepherd, 

because most of Christian ministry will be spent attending to everyday 

life. My students at the divinity school sign up for the grand cause of    

joining God in bringing heaven to earth but mostly find themselves                       

fiddling with the sanctuary sound system and trying to get what’s-her-

face off the church council. 

“It sounds extremely boring,” I interrupt. 

“The church calendar calls it Ordinary Time, Kate, and it is most of life,” 

he says, fixing me with a look. Englishmen are wonderful at these     
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pointed moments, committed as they are to devastating restraint. 

“Fine,” I concede. “I guess I’m not used to it anymore.” 

Hadn’t I become a little smug? A little too sure that the drama of the 

world’s end was always more important than groceries and hanging        

photos and paying taxes? There must be a time for everything. 

 

Global Images of Christ: Challenging Perceptions at                  

Chester Cathedral 

This Chester exhibition is about diversity in art, says Jonathan 

Evens 

“GLOBAL Images of Christ: Challenging Perceptions” is “a great mosaic 

of images from around the world”, the Dean of Chester, the Very Revd 

Dr Tim Stratford, says. 

The exhibition, made up of more than 50 paintings, African and Chinese 

sculptures, and orthodox icons, seeks to challenge the Western depic-

tion of Jesus Christ and his followers. The Dean says: “We are very                     

familiar with pictures of Jesus Christ cast in our Western European                        

image. This exhibition helps us see him through the eyes of other               

cultures, enlarging our understanding of God.” 

The idea for the exhibition was first voiced in a meeting of the Bishop’s 

staff team for Chester diocese when, in the context of a discussion 

about Black Lives Matter, the Archdeacon of Macclesfield, the Ven. Ian 

Bishop, said: “Wouldn’t it be good if the Cathedral was able to pull to-

gether an exhibition of images depicting Jesus from around the world?” 

The Dean brought the idea to his colleagues; and the Precentor, Canon 

Jeremy Dussek, undertook to identify and collect works from churches 

across the UK. He has worked with the Art and Design Department of 

the University of Chester, who have curated an exhibition that inhabits 

the cathedral’s liturgical spaces, as opposed to one displayed in a                  

particular segment of space. 
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The works, which include contributions from artists such as Mark Cazal-

et, Peter Eugene Ball, Lorna May Wadsworth, and Meg Wroe, reveal, the 

Dean suggests, that “human beings can’t help but see God through their 

own cultural lenses.” The exhibition “brings a whole host of cultural 

lenses together” to form a “great mosaic of images”, revealing that “God 

is a God of many cultures and is embraced by many peoples.” 

There have been similar exhibitions and books in the past including 

“Images of Christ: Religious Iconography in Twentieth Century British 

Art” (1993), Divine Inspiration: The Life of Jesus in World Poetry (1997), 

Christ for All People: Celebrating a world of Christian art (2001), Pres-

ence — Images of Christ for the Third Millennium (2004), and “Jesus 

Laughing and Loving” (2012). The frequency with which such projects 

are realised suggests not only that contemporary artists continue to be 

fascinated by the person of Christ and that we need a significant diversi-

ty of images of Jesus in order to encounter him deeply. Such is, after all, 

the Way of Affirmation. 

The Dean highlighted two images that had held him gazing at them for 

some time and spoke about the challenge that they pose. The central 

piece in the exhibition is Wadsworth’s depiction of the Last Supper, her 

composition based on Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper. She portrays               

Jesus as a black man and worked with the Jamaican-born fashion model 

Tafari Hinds, who modelled for the representation. The Diocesan Inclu-

sion Officer, the Revd Vanessa Layfield has said: “The A Last Supper                     

image of a black Christ may be shocking to some, but why? One might 

argue that an image of a white Christ is just as dishonest as an image of a 

black Christ; for Christ was neither black nor white, but a brown Middle 

Eastern Jew.” 

It’s interesting, the Dean notes, “to see this black Jesus hanging as a            

reredos in the Nativity chapel. Above it, there is a Victorian Nativity                  

window with a very white baby Jesus in it and that amplifies what these 

images are about, as they’re in liturgical space that is dominated by                   

Victorian British images of Jesus.” 
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Wadsworth’s Last Supper was subsequently “shot by somebody with an 

air pistol or an air rifle” (News, 15 November 2019). So, “there is a hole 

in Jesus’s side” as a result: “The history of the picture itself, and the 

kind of re-injuring of Jesus is very powerful. And that probably would-

n’t have happened if the image of Jesus had not been black. Of course, 

we don’t know that. But, certainly when I see it, that’s what I see.” 

Also on display is Meg Wroe’s reimagining of Andrei Rublev’s Trinity 

icon. Wroe uses the Russian artist’s famous composition to demonstrate 

community solidarity and sensitivity for all those displaced and mal-

treated. Her icon  

belongs to Southwark Cathedral and is a much loved addition to its col-

lection. “This icon is very familiar. If you stand a long way from it, you 

think you’re seeing Rublev’s icon, but as you approach the three figures 

in this icon, to my eye, I would say they look as if they are from the from 

the Indian subcontinent. It is done to demonstrate community solidarity 

for displaced and maltreated peoples and the Rublev icon is an image 

of Trinity as community.” 

The exhibition is a collaborative venture by Chester Cathedral, the Uni-

versity of Chester and the Diocese of Chester and represents a desire 

by all to promote equality and diversity in a community partnership. 

Canon Lameck Mutete, Chair of the diocesan Race and Ethnicity Forum 

says: “It is our hope that the ‘Global Images of Christ’ exhibition will 

not only be an opportunity for us to listen, learn and be transformed, 

but bring all God’s people to an understanding that the God we wor-

ship is neither black nor white but a God of all people.” Ms Layfield 

suggests: “The exhibition helps us to reconsider our unconscious bias 

which causes us to make assumptions about others and in so doing 

perhaps creates a divisive rather than an inclusive Church.” 

His idea realised, Archdeacon Bishop now says: “This is an exhibition 

that will challenge your perception of who Jesus is and how he is per-

ceived across the world.” 
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ANGLICANS TOGETHER AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of Anglicans Together will be held at 7pm 

Thursday 4 November 2021 via Zoom. Financial Members who wish to 

attend the AGM should email the Secretary atad-

min@anglicanstogether.organd a Zoom link for the meeting will be 

emailed to you in due course. Financial members may vote and stand for 

election to the Committee. We are planning, after formalities are con-

cluded, to break into smaller “chat groups”, to which you are invited to 

bring your drink and nibbles, for informal discussion—some trigger 

questions will be provided to aid discussion. The pre-Synod briefing 

usually connected to our AGMs will not be held as Synod is now planned 

to start on 28 Feb (for just 3 days). We hope to be able to meet in person 

for that purpose just prior to Synod. 

OUTDOORS…  

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 
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Let us pray to God in the hope that he will open our eyes to the truth of 

his eternal love for us.  

We pray for your church, that through it your light may shine in the 

darkest places in the world bringing hope to those in despair and 

illuminating the path for those who seek you. We give thanks that we are 

free to meet together to worship you and pray for Christians who are 

forced to worship you in isolation, that they may know they are being 

upheld. We pray for Kanishka our Archbishop, Michael our Bishop, 

James our Rector and the parish ministry team, as they guide and 

encourage us.  

Lord, we praise you as we see your glory around us. 

Lord in your mercy:    

hear our prayer.       

We give thanks for your glorious world and pray that those in authority 

my respect and value it, making decisions that will benefit all people in 

all places. 

Lord, we praise you as we see your glory around us. 

Lord in your mercy:    

hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for our diverse local community. Help us to see more 

clearly the needs of others in our families, among our friends and 

neighbours. Give us wisdom to reach out to them appropriately and 

thoughtfully.  

Lord, we praise you as we see your glory around us. 

Lord in your mercy:    

hear our prayer. 

PRAYERS  
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We pray for the wellbeing of our healthcare professionals, the staff in 

all places of learning and our children, many of whom are fearful and 

anxious returning to face-to-face learning. We pray for those who need 

your healing power in their lives, especially on our parish prayer list: 

Joyce Bannister; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Malcom Green; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger, Fr. 

Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister 

& Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret 

Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob 

Woods. 

Lord in your mercy:    

hear our prayer.       

We praise you Lord God for your faithful servants in every age. We pray 

also for our loved ones whom we see no more and those who have their 

year’s mind at this time, for Stephen Frew, Stuart Furley, Percy Jones, 

Lerola Meyers, Gwynn Williams, Owen Blackwell, Donald McKinley, 

Lucile Denney, Jeanie Cranley, David St John, Patricia Jackson, Beryl 

Jefferson, Neil Crawford and Claus Liljie. Grant that we with them and 

all the saints may be brought to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment 

of your kingdom. 

Lord in your mercy:  

hear our prayer.       

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Thursday 28h October - Simon and Jude, Apostles and Martyrs    

   



28 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

         Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                      Lay Minister  Ms Rosemary King 

              Director of Music  Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

  Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                   Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                 Office Secretary  Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  0ffice@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

