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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 25th July 2021 

   Nineth Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee in 

the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



3 

Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  
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Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 11.1-15                The First Reading        2 Samuel 11.26-12.13a                       

Ps 14                                        The Psalm              Ps 51.1-12                                                                        

Ephesians 3.14-21                    The Epistle            Ephesians 4.1-16                  

John 6.1-21                               The Gospel       John 6.24-35 
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My Dear Friends, 

I sincerely hope that you are all well. 

I assure you of my love and prayers as we live through these                    

challenging times. I thank God for each of you and I pray that God will 

bless you and keep you. 

All the way through the pandemic, that has now been impacting on the 

global community and each of our lives for over eighteen months, I 

have sought to keep everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and con-

nected to each other. We have done really well in achieving all of these 

goals and, given that the pandemic will be impacting on our lives for 

probably an equivalent period of time, we will do all that we can to 

continue to achieve these goals. 

Despite having to postpone our Sesquicentenary Celebrations, we   

carry on in faith and hope and love and try to care for everyone and 

keep everyone safe. 

The impact of the pandemic on our community: 

Conditions are deteriorating daily in Sydney as case numbers climb – 

but they are relatively easy to measure: the impact on people’s                      

financial and psychological health will be enormous and long-lasting. 

Businesses are closing and won’t re-open, staff are being put off, and 

the current assistance packages, when they become available, won’t 

even pay people's rent. 

We are seeing a surge in demand for the Parish Pantry and we will  

continue to help everyone who comes to the Parish Pantry for help. 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST PAUL’S  



6 

Looking to the future:  

As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing.                 

People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more 

mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak 

to the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is               

manifest. 

We have God and we have each other and that is enough. 

God has called us all together to: 

1.            Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship; 

2.            Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings; 

3.            Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not; 

4.            Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and 

5.            Increase the spiritual health of the Parish. 

  

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, 

pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I 

hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial              

resources so that all of this can be achieved. 

We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are 

cared for, particularly those in need and we are most grateful to you for 

your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city 

where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its wel-

fare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7) 

The impact of the pandemic and lock down on the Parish: 

Given the extended lock down and the probability of ongoing                                

restrictions being in place after the lock down, this will place significant 

pressure on the Parish's finances. We also had to recently replace the roof 

on the Hall and repair the ceiling in the Hall. The Parish had to draw 

down on savings to pay for this and although many Parishioners have 
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been very generous and have helped the Parish to recoup a significant 

proportion of these costs, we still have a long way to go before we have 

met the cost of this necessary work. 

Despite not being able to meet for worship, every facet of Parish life is 

continuing and in many ways the lock down creates more work, given the 

constraints of not being able to meet together, as we seek to keep every-

one safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. 

You might like to consider making your financial donations to the Parish 

via electronic fund transfer.  

The St. Paul’s bank account details are: 

Account name: St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood                                  

BSB#: 032062     A/C #: 250028 

We trust, as always, that God’s love will prevail (and that the bulk of 

the Australian population will soon be vaccinated). 

Please hold the Parish, Ministry Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and me 

in your prayers as we trust God to guide and lead us and to protect and 

provide for us as we journey on in faith and hope and love. 

In the midst of these disruptions and challenges, we will continue to keep 

everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. We 

will continue to love God and our neighbour. We will continue to upgrade 

our facilities (and hopefully with successful grant applications we hope 

to have many projects underway in the near future such as the new sand-

stone floor and mosaic in the Bell Tower Porch, solar panels on the Hall, 

security for the whole precinct, fire security for the Church, cool room for 

the Parish Pantry, more kneelers for the Church, more bags for the Parish 

Pantry, all made possible by the amazing generosity of our Parishioners 

and community towards the Parish and Parish Pantry). We will continue to 

care for all who are struggling and come for help from the Parish Pantry.  
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Final Prayer: 

Please be sure of my prayers for you and your families and friends as 

we live through these disrupted times and I look forward to being able 

to worship God together with you soon. 

We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ                   

Jesus our Lord so we need not fear anything in life of death – certainly 

not the pandemic. It is a matter of following the appropriate health                 

advice and getting on with life despite the disruption and challenges. 

We turn to God in prayer: 

In darkness and in light,  

in trouble and in joy,  

help us, heavenly Father,  

to trust your love,  

to serve your purpose,  

and to praise your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Amen. 

May you know God’s peace at this time. 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace,                                                                                                                   

James. 

On behalf of the Wardens, Parish Council, and Ministry Team 
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SESQUICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

My Dear Friends, 

I am writing to give you an update on our sesquicentenary. Given the       

current lockdown and the uncertainty surrounding both its length and 

the post-lockdown restrictions, we have had to make the decision to   

postpone our celebrations. 

As disappointing as this is, I want to stress that this is only a postpone-

ment and not a cancellation. The ministry team will be meeting in the 

coming days to discuss options for rescheduling the program of events. 

It is important that we still have the opportunity to mark such a significant 

event in our parish history, even though it will need to take place at a               

later date. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have worked 

tirelessly to prepare for this significant milestone in the life of St Paul's. 

This work has not been wasted and, while we have to be patient for a lit-

tle while longer, we will all eventually get to see our celebrations come to 

their fruition. 

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your family at this 

time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                               

James. 

Prayer in such difficult times  

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

    (Church of England Prayer Resources)  
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 36)                                         

By Kerin Brown  

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a fifth Holy Spirit in the Priest’s Vestry, above Sts Michael and 

George. 

 

This joyous dove flies above John                   

baptising Jesus, behind the reredos on 

the east window. 

This Holy Spirit is above Sts Agnes and 

Catherine  

This dove hovers over the oldest window 

depicting Jesus the Good Shepherd and 

Jesus Blesses the Little Children.  

This is the dove at the peak of 

the east window, a favourite of 

Fr James.  



11 

Every Easter I love this reading: 

 In the beginning God created 

the heavens and the earth. Now the 

earth was formless and void, and 

darkness was over the surface of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the surface of 

the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2)  

NRSV translates this passage “as a 

wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters.”  I don’t like that as 

well, because the Hebrew, rachaph, 

means hovering softly, brooding, 

like a hen covering her eggs, re-

laxing over them to keep them 

warm, protecting them and bring-

ing them to life.  ‘Swept over’ just 

doesn’t describe it adequately! 

Jesus uses the same image to de-

scribe himself and Jerusalem. 

How often have I desired to gather 

your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! (Luke 13: 

34) 

This motherly image of Jesus has 

been downplayed over the years.                     

Except for Julian of Norwich.  She 

wrote: As truly as God is our Father,                      

so truly is God our Mother. And re-

ferred to Mother Jesus. 

 

Bishop Fisher from West Massachu-

setts talks about this image in his 

blog.  After the Sandy Hook massa-

cre, stories began to emerge about 

the heroism of the teachers. When 

the gunman entered teacher Vicki 

Soto’s classroom and approached 

her students huddled together in a 

closet, she threw her body in front 

of them. Vicki took the bullets                            

intended for her children and died 

at age 27.  Story after story was 

told of other teachers, many who 

survived, who draped their bodies 

over   the little bodies of their stu-

dents, protecting them from what 

destruction might come.  

 

 

 

 

Paul and I went to Canberra to see 

the Botticelli to Van Gogh exhibi-

tion earlier in the year. It was won-

derful.  Our favourite painting was 

an annunciation by Crivelli. We 

gazed at the painting.  Suddenly 

Paul says, What’s that skewered 

bird doing there?”   

Detail:  Crivelli Annunciation 
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‘“That’s not a bird!” says I, totally 

exasperated, – “THAT’S THE                  

HOLY SPIRIT!!!?  The other art              

lovers around us stared at me, 

wide-eyed… 

https://

www.nationalgallery.org.uk/

paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-

annunciation-with-saint-emidius 

The “Mother Hen” Image of Jesus 

Is for Our Time – The Bishop's 

Blog (diocesewma.org) 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

RIP GARRY HOOK  

Well done, good and faithful serv-

ant: enter thou into the joy of thy 

Lord. 

It is my sad duty to advise you that 

Gary Hook has died. I don’t as yet 

know the circumstances of Gary’s 

death and I am trying to trace his 

niece. 

We give thanks to Almighty God 

for Gary's life and we pray for all 

those who mourn his death. 

In the midst of our sadness, we 

have the sure and certain hope 

that as Jesus died and rose again 

so too shall we because of Jesus' 

triumph over death and, because 

of this, we know that there is noth-

ing that can separate us from the 

love of God, not even death itself. 

Rest eternal grant unto Gary O 

Lord, and let light perpetual shine 

upon him. Amen. 

Go forth upon your journey from 

this world, O Christian soul;                                   

in the name of God the Father who 

created you.                                               

Amen. 

In the name of Jesus Christ who  

suffered for you.                                            

Amen.                                                                 

In the name of the Holy Spirit who 

strengthens you.                                       

Amen.                                                                       

In communion with all the blessèd 

saints;                                                                 

with the angels and archangels and 

all the heavenly host.                              

Amen.                                                              

May your portion this day be in 

peace                                                                      

and your dwelling in the city of 

God.                                                                  

Amen. 

Gary's funeral arrangements are 

yet to be confirmed. Can you 

please forward this email on to 

anyone else who needs to know. 

Thank you. 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-annunciation-with-saint-emidius
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-annunciation-with-saint-emidius
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-annunciation-with-saint-emidius
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-annunciation-with-saint-emidius
https://blog.diocesewma.org/2013/02/21/the-mother-hen-image-of-jesus-is-for-our-time/
https://blog.diocesewma.org/2013/02/21/the-mother-hen-image-of-jesus-is-for-our-time/
https://blog.diocesewma.org/2013/02/21/the-mother-hen-image-of-jesus-is-for-our-time/
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 83,787.65 
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

       

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust                            

Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving:$1835 

Parish Pantry:$675 

Building Fund:$10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2520 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Discovering humanity and the common good in a post-

pandemic world  

 - By Xavier Symons 

There have been many examples of heroism during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. We need look no further than the scores of health professionals 

around the world who put their lives at risk to care for COVID-19 infect-

ed patients. Many of these workers contracted the virus, and a good 

number have lost their lives caring for society’s most vulnerable. 

Sadly, the pandemic has also left us with no shortage of examples of 

egregiously unethical behaviour. Political leaders have in many cases 

violated basic standards of transparency and decency. New York Gov-

ernor Andrew Cuomo’s Office, for several months, deliberately con-

cealed the true death rate from COVID-19 in the state’s aged care 

homes. In October 2020, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is alleged 

to have said he would rather see the bodies piled “high in their thou-

sands” than place his nation into another COVID-19 lockdown. 

Unethical behaviour in the pandemic has not been confined to the up-

per levels of government and public health bureaucracy. Many British 

doctors are reported to have covertly issued Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) 

orders for patients in vulnerable population groups — including the el-

derly, people with disabilities and learning difficulties and people ex-

periencing mental illness. The situation was bad enough to lead NHS 

officials to issue directives repeatedly reminding doctors to refrain 

from issuing blanket DNR orders for vulnerable societal groups. One 

directive went as far as to explicitly state: 

The terms “learning disability” and “Down’s syndrome” should never 

be a reason for issuing a DNR order or be used to describe the            

underlying, or only, cause of death ... Learning disabilities are not fatal 

conditions. 
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As we look with cautious optimism toward a post-pandemic world, how 

can we create a culture in which ethics comes to the fore in a crisis rather 

than being treated as an inessential feature of crisis management? How 

can we avoid the exploitation of power to promote self-interest at the ex-

pense of society’s most vulnerable? 

The failure of utilitarianism and pragmatism 

We can start with a consideration of what not to do in a public health cri-

sis. The most sinister moral paradigm in public health debates in the past 

eighteen months has been a crude form of utilitarianism that seeks to jus-

tify widespread COVID-19 fatalities under the guise of restored personal 

liberty, economic productivity, and the interests of those who are fit and 

healthy (what might otherwise be termed “the greater good”). Boris 

Johnson’s alleged lockdown invective — described as “a punch in the 

stomach to all those grieving” by the COVID-19 Bereaved Families for 

Justice group — is one example. There have been many others. 

The Italian Society of Anaesthesia, Analgesia, Resuscitation, and Intensive 

Care (SIAARTI) last year endorsed an explicitly utilitarian approach to 

the rationing of beds in Intensive Care Units (ICU), arguing in favour of 

explicit age cut offs and stating that “the allocation criteria need to guar-

antee that those patients with the highest chance of therapeutic success 

will retain access to intensive care.” Many other intensive care groups 

seemed tempted to follow suit, until disability activists and others point-

ed out that such policies would likely compound existing social injustices 

and lead to the further marginalisation of minority groups. 

Nor is political pragmatism a justification for deceiving the public. After 

news of a cover-up in aged care homes hit the press, Governor Cuomo 

attempted to justify his actions by claiming that he feared that the Trump 

administration might pursue a politically motivated inquiry into the 

state’s handling of the outbreak in nursing homes — as if that were any 

consolation for the families of the tens of thousands who have died from 

COVID-19 in New York’s ravaged aged care system. 
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Toward an ethics of the common good 

There is an increased awareness that societies cannot treat vulnerable 

members of the community as second-class citizens during a public 

health crisis. Rather, we must ensure that our COVID-19 exit plan in-

cludes a way to protect those people in the community who are most at 

risk from serious disease and death if infected with COVID-19. While 

more Australians are seeking an end to the cycle of lockdowns that has 

gripped our nation, the rhetoric now is no longer a stark trade-off be-

tween deaths and freedom, the fate of the vulnerable and economic 

productivity. The focus of discussion is instead the sluggish vaccine roll-

out and how we can ensure that all Australians — especially those resid-

ing or working in aged care facilities — are protected when we loosen 

restrictions. Federal Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, for example, said in Mel-

bourne last week: “We need, as a nation, to move our focus from the sup-

pression of the virus, ultimately, to living with the virus and preventing 

hospitalisation, fatalities and serious illness.” While some may disagree 

with this sentiment, it should at least be acknowledged that Frydenberg’s 

language is a far cry from callous rhetoric of Boris Johnson. 

Yet it is simplistic to believe that biotechnologies like vaccines provide a 

comprehensive ethical solution to the various moral challenges attendant 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. We need to move beyond the Enlightenment 

mentality that suggests technological progress offers an answer to many 

of the moral problems facing modern societies. Rather, political leaders 

and healthcare professionals alike need to cultivate a keen sense of the 

dignity and value of each human life affected by their decisions. We need 

to foster a mentality that leads one to look beyond a world of finite re-

sources and entrenched political divisions toward a better world in which 

mutual respect and flourishing is possible for all members of society. We 

need to switch our focus from the greater good to the common good. 

Life in a post-pandemic world 

Ethical progress often occurs following dark chapters in human history. 

In the wake of the spate of unethical medical experiments performed by 

Nazi doctors during the Second World War, for example, authorities 
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drafted the Nuremberg Code — a code of ethics that forms the basis of 

contemporary ethical standards in health and biomedical                               

research, and which had a profound influence on post-war human rights 

discourse. 

What will be our code of ethics as we emerge from the COVID-19                         

pandemic? Cultivating our consciences and moral imagination means    

reflecting on the lessons of the past eighteen months. While it may be the 

case that we have to learn to live with COVID-19, we should be deeply 

cautious about resigning ourselves to policies that are manifestly not in 

the interest of society’s most vulnerable. If there’s one thing we’ve all 

learned from lockdown, it’s that life in a post-pandemic world ought to    

be lived in solidarity rather than individualistic isolation. 

Xavier Symons is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Plunkett Centre 

for Ethics at the Australian Catholic University, and an Adjunct Lecturer in 

the Institute for Ethics and Society at the University of Notre Dame                    

Australia. He is currently writing a book for Routledge on conscience and 

conscientious objection in healthcare. 

Church must address abuse of women priests on social  

media, says Bishop of London - By Pat Ashworth  

‘Sometimes it hurts’ — Synod takes note of Five Guiding Principles re-

port 

MOST parishes had never heard of the Five Guiding Principles, estab-

lished in 2014 to enable those unable to receive the ministry of female 

bishops or priests to flourish within the Church’s life and structures. This 

was suggested by one of many speakers in a debate at the General Syn-

od on Monday about whether these principles were still “fit for pur-

pose”. 

The Revd David Fisher (Salisbury) said that the deficiency had become 

apparent at a vacancy-in-see committee meeting where a colleague had 

commented: “We must have the Five Guiding Principles for you Anglo-

Catholics.” They were for the whole Church, Fr Fisher had told him: “If 

they disappear, so will unity in the Church of England.” 
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The principles were an integral part of the House of Bishops’ Declaration 

on the Ministry of Bishops and Priests, and were not time-limited. 

In 2017, objections raised to the nomination of the Rt Revd Philip North to 

the see of Sheffield had led to his withdrawal. The Synod had been due to 

debate the circumstances of that in a motion first tabled in 2017, but a 

change of business had resulted in only the scheduled take-note debate 

on the principles themselves (News, 9 July). 

The report before the Synod was the outcome of research conducted by 

the Implementation and Dialogue Group (IDG) in 2018, and the Bishop of 

Rochester, the Rt Revd James Langstaff, acknowledged that, as new expe-

rience had been gained, new questions had arisen. 

The Revd Alicia Dring (Derby) said that she was unable to take note of 

the report. Mutual flourishing in her experience was not very mutual, was 

formalised in institutional discrimination, and was often weaponised, she 

suggested. “Mutuality must work both ways. It must encompass the needs 

of the whole people of God, not a minority.” 

The Revd Anne Stevens (London) was of the same mind. The report did 

not reflect the wider picture of the Church, she said. “We don’t get the 

voices of women clergy or their experiences on the ground; nor of bish-

ops and archbishops — why very odd things are happening at consecra-

tions — nor of lay people. This is a flawed report based on a flawed pro-

ject.” 

There was already a higher proportion of bishops who did not ordain 

women than parishes that required their oversight, observed Jenny Hum-

phreys (Bath & Wells). With other speakers, she deplored the lack of 

transparency on parish websites about their theological position. Zoe 

Heming (Lichfield) compared the resources given to the four per cent of 

people who couldn’t accept the ordination of women with those given to 

disabled people and other minority groups — “resources the likes of us 

can only dream about”. 

The Bishop of Newcastle, the Rt Revd Christine Hardman, was “a huge 

supporter” of the principles, and remained committed to them. It was the 



24 

firm principle of the first of these — emphasising that all holding office 

were “true and lawful” — that was in danger of being disregarded, and 

the experiences that she was hearing of men who had been ordained by 

a woman bishop were painful. 

The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, was intending to take 

note of the report, which she commended for its refusal to “shy away from 

sensitive issues”; but she had some concerns. She expressed her                         

gratitude to the Bishops of Maidstone and Fulham, who had oversight of 

Evangelicals and Catholics, but said: “The work can’t stop here, nor [the 

acknowledgement] that sometimes it hurts. 

“My presence means that areas that have been fudged in the past can no 

longer be fudged. The new Standing Commission will need to hold us to 

account.” Women priests, she said, “are more often abused on social                   

media — see how often I am subject to abuse. We need to get to grips 

with that . . . be intentionally engaged about where we stand. We have 

chosen to live with one anther in total agreement and love.” 

Bradley Smith (Chichester) warmly welcomed the report, and praised the 

response of the Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, to the 

request by two parishes in her diocese for oversight from the Bishop of 

Ebbsfleet, as “a model of pastoral practice based on clarity, integrity, and 

trust. . . We have some way to go, but Chichester is a very different place 

since 2002. 

“The Five Guiding Principles underlie all the diocesan structures and            

engagement with others. Here, we have avoided objectifying them. We 

can see them lived out in practice.” 

And the Revd David Banting (Chelmsford) declared himself “still reeling” 

from being called “one of my greatest gospel partners” by the Revd             

Esther Prior (Guildford), an Evangelical and Vicar of a Church Society 

sole-patronage church, even though she was someone “for whom the 

word ‘headship’ causes my blood pressure to spike”. Mr Banting, a                 

complementarian Evangelical, Ms Prior said, “could not agree with me 

on oversight”, but had jumped to her defence in complementarian                      
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circles. 

The motion to take note of the report was carried in a count by Houses, in 

which 40 abstentions were recorded in all: Bishops 25-1, with six                             

recorded abstentions; Clergy 93-39, with 14 recorded abstentions;                         

Laity 93-40, with 20 recorded abstentions. 

 

Cathedrals: a forgotten model for church growth 

Why are church-plants seen as the only game in town when it comes to 

reversing decline, asks Jane Shaw 

Cathedral congregations and communities have been growing in the 

21st century. According to official C of E statistics, attendance at cathe-

dral services grew by 13 per cent in the decade from 2009 to 2019. That 

is just attendance at services. The statistics do not take account of all the 

ways in which cathedrals engage the spiritually curious and the wider 

society; nor do they tot up the tourists and pilgrims who go back home 

and explore their faith in other places. 

This growth did not come out of a vacuum. Throughout the 20th century, 

cathedrals increasingly opened their doors to the broader community, 

were patrons of the arts, and enlarged their educational and civic en-

gagement. 

So, why, when it comes to models for church growth, does there seem to 

be only one game in town for the Church of England: church-plants? 

It was reported recently that the Archbishops had supported a proposal 

for 10,000 new lay-led churches — effectively church-plants in people’s 

houses — doing away with “key limiting factors” such as competent cler-

gy and much-loved church buildings (News, 2 July). Many people have 

expressed their surprise, shock, and hurt at both the proposal and the 

language in which it was conveyed. Others have run the numbers to 

show that the model is simply not viable. 

SO, HERE is a proposal: let’s use cathedrals as another model for church 

growth. I am constantly amazed that the C of E never considers this: it 
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seems so obvious. Cathedrals appeal to people who would probably 

never go near a church-plant. Cathedrals evoke awe as we enter them, 

helping us to appreciate the beauty of holiness and the glory of God. 

They cater to “passengers” (Comment, 9 July), and, let’s face it, many 

people need that at times. When someone taking the first steps towards 

faith, or tentatively coming back to church after a period away, quiet an-

onymity can be essential. When we are tired and worn out, we just need 

to be in a sacred place without people badgering us to be on the coffee 

rota or to go on an Alpha course. As one cathedral provost said to me, 

cathedrals are full of pillars that people can safely hide behind, until 

they want to emerge and start to participate. Furthermore, cathedral mu-

sic is good, the preaching usually thoughtful, and the liturgy well done. 

Cathedrals also present a different and, in my experience, successful 

model of mission: one that’s about throwing open the doors and welcom-

ing everyone into a wide range of activities. They enable people to enter 

by many different pathways: the arts, pilgrimages, talks on pressing is-

sues, and outreach, service, and social-justice programmes. These activi-

ties develop the broader cathedral community, and, from them, a per-

son’s curiosity about “church” can grow, leading to deeper engagement. 

I am puzzled about why the Church of England keeps coming back to 

just one model: church-plants and discipleship. The church-growth re-

port From Anecdote to Evidence (2014) stated “there is no single recipe 

for growth.” So let’s try a range of models. 

RESOURCING parishes is vital, too. Sometimes, there is a tension be-

tween cathedrals and parishes, but there doesn’t need to be. The paro-

chial system’s vast network of churches and clergy is extraordinary and 

irreplaceable. Properly resourced, parishes could offer some of the 

same pathways to faith as cathedrals offer. 

The parish church is a great asset: a building that local people find 

beautiful and would be sad to see closed, but for which they don’t                 

usually feel any responsibility. So, might parish churches increasingly 

become hubs for the whole village or community, with concerts and 
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talks, clubs for the elderly, pop-up meals for the whole village, and a 

home for the local post office or library when those vital institutions face 

closure? 

In this way, the congregation can show the love of God to the wider                

community, and, at the same time, encourage that community to use,              

enjoy, and take ownership of a building that is often costly to keep up. 

As with cathedrals, participation in other activities may well lead to             

tentative, and then not so tentative, steps towards church and faith. 

Cathedrals and parishes both exercise a ministry of presence, serving 

the whole community. Growth is not just for the sake of growth: it is           

intimately tied to pastoral care, service, love, and social justice. In the 

face of the one model of church growth that is currently on offer, it is                        

imperative that cathedrals and parishes work together to offer alterna-

tive ways to reach the spiritual seekers, the “nones”, and those on the 

margins. 

And the next time that the C of E wants an expert on mission and church 

growth, I hope that they will call on one of those many clergy who have 

been quietly but surely growing cathedrals for years. 

The Revd Dr Jane Shaw is Principal of Harris Manchester College,             

Professor of the History of Religion, and a Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Oxford. She was formerly Dean of Grace Cathedral, San 

Francisco. 

Wanted / Looking for 

Rosemary has had requests for a Sewing machine, an overlocker 

and an electric fry pan. They must be in good working order but 

can be old.  

Please contact the office on 9747 4327 if you can help.  
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 2 Samuel 11.1-15; Psalm 14; 

 Ephesians 3.14-21; John 6.1-21 

St Paul prays for the Christians at Ephesus 

that Christ may dwell in their hearts. May it 

be our prayer too, because wherever Christ 

dwells there is love. May love for Christ and 

love for his people flood our lives, impelling 

us to show them that love in Christ’s name. 

 Pray that Christ may enter our hearts and fill us with love, compas-

sion and joy. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province 

of Myanmar 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK... 

“I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but I don’t know that 

when we die and it comes time for God to judge us, he will NOT ask, 

‘How many good things have you done in your life?’ Rather he will ask, 

‘How much LOVE did you put into what you did?’”  

 

– Mother Teresa (1910-1997) 

An Albanian-Indian Roman Catholic nun and missionary. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

We also pray for the Reverend Matthew 

Redmond for the work he does with 

Anglicare. 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, 

Pray for The Nippon Sei Ko Kai 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, We pray for all 

those people who have been displaced 

due to war, persecution or conflict. We 

ask our Lord to bring peace and 

harmony to the world.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell,                

Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David 

Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & Sally 

Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; 

Diane Smith; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; 

Susie;               Geoff Voller; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Garry Hook and Aidrian 

(AIDO) McManis  that God may grant 

them a place of refreshment, light and 

peace. 

Pray, too, for, Violet Elliott; Michaela 

Mitrovic-Tuckey; Leslie Bullock; Charles 

Ecob; Minnie Starkey; Frank James Coe; 

Lorna Evans; Stanley Conchar; Shirley 

Pozzi; Francis Hewit Taylor; Marjorie 

White; Brendan Mooney & for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 26th July - James, Apostle and Martyr 

 Thursday 29th July - Mary and Martha of Bethany 

 Friday 30th July - William, Wilberforce, Social Reformer (d.1833) 

 Saturday 31st July - Joseph of Arimathea                                                             

     - Ignatius of Loyola, Pries and Founder of the Society of                          

                             Jesus (d.1556) 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

