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    Welcome to worship 

Saturday 24th December 2022 - Christmas Eve 

Sunday 25th December 2022 - The Birth of Our Lord  

9.30pm     Christmas Eve - Choral Eucharist                                                                                   

9.00am    Christmas Day - Choral Eucharist                                                                         

No Midweek Eucharist on Wednesdays in December and January.                                                                          

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 



2 

 

I am 

who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
Please do not take photos 

inside the church or dur-

ing the services of wor-

ship without permission.  

Photos  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year C    Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Isaiah 9.2-7                                      The First Reading           Numbers 6.22-27                        

Ps 96          The Psalm             Ps 8                                                                                                                  

Titus 2.11-14                                      The Epistle                      Galatians 4.4-7                                                      

Luke 2.1-14 (15-20)                          The Gospel                      Luke 2.15-21 
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Everyone is invited to join us 

at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how An-

glicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some 

stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have 

it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, oth-

ers like to take it into their hands, 

while others prefer not to touch it at 

all. None of these variations really 

matter but simply reflect Anglican 

diversity.  

For health reasons and out of con-

cern for other worshippers, we ask 

you not to dip your bread into the 

wine. If you are uncomfortable re-

ceiving from the Common Cup the 

practice in our Parish is to receive 

the bread  only.  

Judging by the number of people 

who do it, many must imagine that 

not  receiving the Chalice to the lips 

but dipping the wafer or bread into 

the cup (called intinction) is a more 

hygienic way of receiving the                     

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the         

lips of others, with all the best               

intentions in the world, the fingers of 

those who dip often come in contact 

with the wine. Disease can spread 

more easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method 

the most  unhygienic. In addition, the 

Prayer Book directs that all conse-

crated wine must be consumed be-

fore it leaves the Church, meaning 

that someone, usually the Chalice 

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to 

drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is per-

haps understandable to want to dip 

if one has sore lips or has a cold, but 

the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully partici-

pating in Communion. 

Parish Pantry   

Thank you to everyone who                          

contributed to the parish pantry              

throughout this year. Your continuous 

support and generosity is              

greatly appreciated.  

Remember to include the receipts so 

we can claim back the money that you 

have spent.  

The Pantry is now closed and will            

reopen on Tuesday 10th of January 

2022.                                                      

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 9.00am-10.30am                      
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us to 

remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. Thank 

you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St Paul’s and               

beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

 

 News from St Paul’s …  

Christmas and January Services times  

 After Christmas there will be just the one                   

Service on Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with                    

refreshments available after the Service. This will 

be the pattern until the Choir returns on                                                      

Sunday the 29th of January when we will revert to our                              

8.00 a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist.                                        

 There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas and  throughout the 

month of January.                            

 Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 28th of December 

2022 and will resume on Wednesday 1st of February 2023. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiH7bT9tPjeAhWSV30KHdxbBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP377%2Fk23803801%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vgGK5KEH-9dmhMcJyAPt5&ust=1543540065084117
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Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way to                    

remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special 

event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of  a 

loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please                   

contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and contact Caroline in 

the parish office at office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording 

of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin. 

Parish Prayer List 

At St Paul’s, we pray by name for 

people who have  either asked for 

our prayers or for whom someone 

else has made a request. This list 

is updated every 3 months or 

when we receive a new request.               

Some names are on our list on a                 

long-term basis while others           

reflect a more immediate need 

and are short term.  

We will only be reading the 

names on the short-term list in the                   

services but the whole list will still 

be included in the printed prayers 

for parishioners to use throughout 

the week. The full list of names 

will be read in our midweek                

service. 

Names can be added to or                     

removed from the lists at any time. 

 

The flowers in the church today for our 

Christmas Celebrations are a gift of the 

Laurence family in loving memory of 

 Lorna & Bill Spicer  

& 

Eleanor & Clem Laurence  

 

 

 

 

 

May they rest in peace and rise with 

Christ in glory. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and 

let light perpetual  shine upon them! 

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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Christmas Blessings 

The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen 

Collins, along with Fr. Michael and 

Mrs. Antonia Deasey, together with 

the Church Wardens and Parish  

Councillors and the Parish Staff and 

Ministry Team, Ms. Rosemary King, 

Fr. Jim Pettigrew, Mr. David Russell, 

Mr. Brian Luhr, Mrs. Judith Laurence, 

and Mrs. Caroline Badra extend to all 

Parishioners and to their families and 

to all friends of St. Paul's every bless-

ing for a Holy Christmas. May the 

love of God enfold you. 

Christmas Blessing 

I pray that, at this Christmas-tide and 

through the coming year, you will  

experience the love of Jesus Christ, 

the One who comes to us in such             

humility, and that the tenderness and 

gentleness of Mary, Jesus' Mother, 

will fill your lives, and that you will 

know the peace of God, Jesus' Father 

and our Heavenly  Father, and that 

God's peace will strengthen and                 

sustain you both now and forever 

more. Amen. 

With every blessing to you and your 

family for a holy Christmas and a 

peaceful new year. 

 

 

Thank you to David, Bailey,                    

Fr.  Michael, and the Choir 

Thank you for the time and effort that 

you have devoted to preparing for 

our Service of Lessons and                

Carols as well as for our Services for 

Christmas. 

I am grateful to each of our Choir 

Members for your devotion to God 

and for your help in leading our 

beautiful worship each week.  

David is such a blessing to us and I 

thank you, David, for all that you do 

to nurture the offering of such fine 

music in praise of God each week.  

David, Bailey, and Fr. Michael, and 

our wonderful Choir are a great              

blessing and I thank each of you for 

your contribution to our community 

of faith. It is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to Pam and all of our 

Bell Ringers 

Our Bell Ringers faithfully call us to 

our worship of God every week and 

are a profound witness to our                 

community that God is with us. 

We are most grateful to Pam and to 

all of our Bell Ringers for their                           

dedication and service to the                

community of faith here at St. Paul's 

and to the wider community.  
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Thank you to those who                   

polished, dusted, cleaned,               

and gardened 

We are deeply grateful to all those 

who came to our busy bee to clean, 

polish, dust, and garden to make   

our Church and grounds so beautiful 

as we celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Thank you 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to all who were involved in any way at 

all in preparing the Church grounds and the Parish Church for Christ-

mas. This includes: the care of the grounds, doing odd jobs, gold, silver 

and brass cleaning, arranging of the flowers, dusting/cleaning/

polishing, all involved in providing the glorious music and readings and 

intercessions, morning teas, preparing altar linen, serving, sidespeople, 

bell ringing, and so much else both seen and unseen. 

Thank you for the encouragement of your presence throughout             

Advent and today.  

Staff leave  

Fr James will be on leave from 26th of December until 30th of January  

2023.                                                                                                                     

Caroline will be on leave from 23rd of December till 10th of  January 

2023.  

Rosemary will be on leave in January 2023.  

Fr James, Fr Michael, Rosemary and Caroline take this opportunity to 

wish you all a very Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New 

Year 2023! 

Christmas Raffle 2022 

Thank you to everyone who either 

donated prizes, sold tickets and 

bought tickets for the recent                           

raffle. It was a great success             

making $404.50.  

Congratulations to the winners  

Lucy, Jenni, Pam, Joy Elizabeth, 

Raine & Horne, David, Bob, Glena 

and Cynthia. 
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Dearly Beloved, 

Grace and Peace to you. 

                  Strengthen the weak hands,  

                  and make firm the feeble knees.  

         Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  

                  “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, 

                  who will come and save you.” 

                                    —Isaiah 35.3-4 

You who sit by the bedside,                                                                                                  

who stay late to finish the report, 

who wrestle your tireless demons, 

         do not fear. 

You who gaze at the x-ray, 

who face another meeting at the school, 

who care for the aging parent,                                                                                            

  have courage. 

You who lament our cruelty and greed, 

who write letters about the climate, 

who stand in silence outside the prison,                                                                              

  stay firm. 

God is not far, nor careless, nor scornful. 

God is here, here to accompany, 

here to love, here to save.                                                                                                     

  Keep faith. 

When you are weary God will strengthen you;                                                                

when you are afraid God will sustain you;                                                                           

when you cannot go on, rest your head:                                                                              

  God will carry on.  

In your weak hands, in your feeble knees                                                                              

the Beloved is present, full of grace:                                                                                       

not the outcome but the presence, always.                                                                             

  Take courage.  
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  Trading Table  

 

 

The Trading Table made $413.10 last weekend including the sale of The 

Epistle, Advent to Epiphany and selling after the Community Choir  

concert on Friday night. Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Christ-

mas raffle. It will be drawn after the Carol Service. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see 

below for the varieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                                                 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lemon & Passionfruit 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                                           

Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce, Bana-

na & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney  

Jams                                                                                                                                                            

Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple Cherry Guava Jelly, Quince 

Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,   PawPaw/

Pineapple & Ginger Jam,  Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam,                       

Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple 

Marmalades                                                                                                                                                

Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Coriander &                

Ginger, Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, 

Orange & Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus 

fruit), Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Cardomen & 

Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style,                 

Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat 

Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch 

A wonderful assortment of  plants are available  

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.00am-10.30am.  

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now 

spending in excess of $800 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this 

costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED 

Plain flour                                                          

Breakfast cereal                                                       

Long life milk                                                            

2 minute noodles                                               

Complete meals in a box or a tin   Spreads 

eg honey, jam, peanut butter                                                             

Margarine                                                             

Sweet and Savoury biscuits                             

Sugar                                                                   

Salt                                                                     

Cooking oil                                                                                       

Margarine                                                             

Rice wine                                                                 

Soy sauce                                                         

Large tins of tuna                                              

Rice and pasta                                                      

Pasta sauce                                             

Tinned tomatoes                                               

Fresh eggs 

WOMEN’S Toiletries                                         

Soaps                                                                 

Deodorant                                                    

Safety razors                                                    

Tooth brushes & paste                                          

Shampoo & conditioner  
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 For General & Offertory                  

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls                          

Anglican Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $4,118.80.00                                                        

≈ Parish Pantry: $1,065.00                             

≈ Donation From St Luke’s Enmore to 

the Parish Pantry: $500                                           

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$5,683.80 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 

 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 

to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the             

    Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for   

    Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and may include a copy of documents if available.  
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 The Birth of our Lord – Christmas Day 

– Wednesday 25 December 2022 

Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96;  

Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14 (15-20) 

The angel says: Do not be afraid. The phrase is 

used throughout the Bible – in the Hebrew Scrip-

tures, in the Apocrypha and in the New Testament. 

God does not want us to be timid, afraid, anxious or troubled. God wants us, 

as the birth of Jesus shows, to come closer. Perfect love casts out fear (1 John 

4.18), and today God surrounds us with perfect love in the birth of the Baby at 

Bethlehem.  

 Pray this week that you may show perfect love to all  

you encounter. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Council of Anglican                       

Provinces of Africa.  

Text: Robert McLean© Anglican Board of Mission, 2022 

Anointing of the sick  

Anointing of the Sick is available at any of our Services. In James 5: 14-15  

we read: 

14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and 

have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord 15 

The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and                    

anyone who has committed  sins will be forgiven. (NRSV) 

If you would like to be anointed and to be prayed for then please ask 

one of the Priests in the Parish so that you can be anointed  during any 

of our Services. 

The Wednesday mid-week Eucharist includes prayers for healing     

every week. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Ecumenical trip to South Sudan rescheduled for early February                         

- By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE postponed ecumenical visit to South Sudan of the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Pope Francis, and the Moderator of the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland, the Rt Revd Dr Iain Greenshields, has been             

rescheduled to February. 

The visit was first announced in May (News, 10 June), and had been due 

to take place in July (News, 8 July), but it was later postponed because of 

the Pope’s mobility issues (News, 17 June). The Pope, who is 85, has been 

using a wheelchair because of sciatica, which causes him knee pain and 

makes standing and walking difficult. 

On Thursday of last week, however, it was confirmed that the church  

leaders would travel to Juba from 3 to 5 February 2023 — the weekend 

before the General Synod meets in London. They are due to meet              

President Salva Kiir Mayardit and his five vice-presidents, as well as 

church representatives and civil war victims living in a displaced               

persons camp. They will also lead a large open-air prayer vigil for peace. 

Archbishop Welby said: “After much waiting, I am very pleased that this 

historic visit to South Sudan with Pope Francis and the Moderator of the 

Church of Scotland will be taking place. We come as servants: together 

we share a deep desire to stand in solidarity with the people of South Su-

dan in their suffering, to review and renew the commitments its leaders 

made at the Vatican in 2019. 

“We pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work throughout and after this visit, 

bringing the peace promised by Christ. Please pray for the people of 

South Sudan.” 

Pope Francis said: “I think of South Sudan and the plea for peace arising 

from its people who, weary of violence and poverty, await concrete                  

results from the process of national reconciliation. 
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“I would like to contribute to that process, not alone, but by making an 

ecumenical pilgrimage together with two dear brothers, the                            

Archbishop of Canterbury and the Moderator of the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland.” 

Dr Greenshields said: “I am delighted that our prayers have been                  

answered and Pope Francis’s health has improved to enable this vitally 

important visit to go ahead. I am genuinely humbled at the opportunity to 

support our brothers and sisters in South Sudan in the search for peace, 

reconciliation and justice.” 

He concluded: “There is still much work to do and the symbolism of this 

historic ecumenical visit sends out a very strong message about our 

steadfast commitment to standing in solidarity with the churches and 

people of this country that it might flourish, and be good for all.” 

Harrison & Harrison: the craft of organ building, thoroughly                           

organised 

The craft of organ building is still flourishing at Britain’s largest firm               

despite modern challenges. Report by Jonathan Langley 

REPORTS of the death of the pipe organ have been greatly exaggerated 

over the years. Nobody knows this better, perhaps, than Andrew Scott, of 

Harrison & Harrison, the organ-builders established in 1861. 

Mr Scott was apprenticed at Harrisons’ at the age of 16, and was recently 

appointed managing director, having been “head voicer” at Harrisons’, 

and a tuner for the high-profile organs at Westminster Abbey and the 

Royal Festival Hall. 

As a board member of the International Society of Organbuilders, chair-

man of the Institute of British Organ Building, and head of Britain’s largest 

organ-building and restoring firm, he has seen the emergence of chal-

lenges facing the pipe organ over the years. These have included the 

cost of installing and maintaining instruments, the closure of churches 

that house historic organs, and the dwindling stream of young people 

coming into the trade. 
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“Is the future bright for organ building? Certainly we’re very busy,” Mr 

Scott says. “But there are a lot of smaller firms out there who can’t                 

handle large projects, and they’re not doing so well.” 

Part of the reason some firms may be struggling is the labour-intensive 

nature of traditional organ-building. It’s as far from an automated                              

industry as you can get. “Organ-building is what I would call a                             

vocational craft. Industry is the wrong word,” Mr Scott says. “It’s a           

traditional, heritage craft.”  

Pipes are formed from raw sheet metal. Carpentry and carving work is 

all bespoke and treated with lacquer. Bellows are crafted from sheep 

leather. Most of the work uses the same methods and materials that 

have been used for centuries. 

“Often, we’re doing museum-standard restoration,” he says, although 

he points out that contemporary organs also include modern electron-

ics. These small components simplify settings for organists, and enable 

organs to play a contemporary pipe-organ repertoire of pieces that are 

often too fast for older, pneumatic-action organs. 

Add to that complexity the long process of scoping out the interior of a 

church that wants a new pipe organ (sometimes using 3D mapping 

technology and computer models), and the consultation process                

required between church, organist, organ consultant, and organ               

builder before a final design is decided on, and you can understand 

why a pipe organ is an expensive prospect, either to build or restore. 

“In a modest parish church, you’re looking at £700,000 to £800,000                  

before you even think about it,” Mr Scott says. “And, to overhaul an                     

organ, you’re looking anywhere from £100,000 up to £300,000 just to            

restore. It’s a big investment, and, of course, it divides people. PCCs  

are divided by it.”  

Some people on PCCs still see the pipe organ as “the be-all and                   

end-all” of musical worship, he says. “They are not going to be joining 

in with toe-tapping ‘Shine, Jesus, shine’ with a praise band and                          

tambourines, because they’re traditionalists.” Others, though, are            
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understandably set against pipe organs, and say: “Just get an electronic 

organ for a fifth of the price.” 

The real threat to this heritage craft, though, is not coming from budget 

constraints or changes in musical tastes, but from changing                                     

demographics and spirituality. “The biggest challenge we face is the              

decline in church attendance — and, because of that, churches’ closing,” 

Mr Scott says. 

The closure and amalgamation of churches is making many fine organs 

redundant. Some are even being sold abroad — for example, to German 

churches, where the English organ configuration is increasingly popular 

and uncommon in traditional German organs. The result is that there are 

fewer organs out there to tune and maintain. 

HARRISONS’ has a staff twice the size of its nearest British rival, and, with 

some of Britain’s highest-profile organs on its books, it seems likely to 

survive for some time. And Mr Scott offsets the decline in church                   

attendance with the increase in cathedral-service attendance. While 

many parish pipe organs get played once a week at most, and are                     

maintained by smaller congregations with a myriad of other priorities, 

pipe organs are crucial to cathedrals. 

“You walk into any cathedral in England on a weekday, you’ll find choral 

evensong, and generally a choir singing,” he says. “At the heart of                  

cathedral life is the opus Dei, and at the heart of that is the organ and the 

choir leading the opus Dei. In cathedrals, the organ is such a focal centre

-point of their outreach that, without the organs, I don’t think they would 

be able to do what they do.” 

This is good news for Harrisons’, and for friendly but competing firms 

such as Nicholson & Co., and Mander, but not for smaller firms or parish 

organs. “While we’ve got a revenue stream at the moment of big                    

cathedral organs, for these smaller parishes, finding the money to just 

keep their organs playing is a big commitment,” he admits. “And, as an               

organ-builder, I worry about where we as a firm might be in the future.” 
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There is evidence here of old-school ethics. Harrisons’ has been known 

to turn down work if it feels that the project will be beyond a church’s 

reach. “It’s really difficult to deliver the news to a church that, actually, 

‘We won’t take your money to restore this organ, because it’s not worth 

it.’” 

For Mr Scott and his 50-plus staff, there are some things more important 

than the bottom line. “There’s a famous saying we have here, that our 

wages are paid by coffee mornings and jumble sales. We’re working for 

churches, which are essentially charities.” The result is that, even with 

large commissions: “Profit margins for us are really, really slim, if any at 

all.” 

ANOTHER challenge facing both the business of organ-building and the 

instrument itself is finding “new blood”. When Mr Scott was young, his 

entry into the business was via choral music in his local church. His inter-

est was piqued by technical organ specifications: wind pressures and 

stop counts that he treated like classical Top Trumps. 

Today, it is hard to imagine many young people — even within formal 

choral contexts — trading pipe-organ cards. And, while Harrisons’ has 

recently taken on several young staff at the same apprentice level at 

which Mr Scott himself joined, places for organ musicians seem limited 

to cathedrals and Oxford and Cambridge colleges (and depend largely 

on public schools with chapels, choral traditions, and their own pipe                  

organs). 

“Oxbridge organ scholars are only coming from the cathedral chorister-

ship traditions because choirs in parish churches, like those I grew up in, 

just don’t exist any more,” Mr Scott says. “There’s so many more things in 

the world vying for young people’s time. And it’s the exposure to the to 

the pipe organ that’s missing.” This probably explains why, according to 

Mr Scott, “Oxbridge colleges have struggled in recent years to find 

young organ scholars.” 
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But Mr Scott takes hope from the handful of high-profile and high-talent 

individuals garnering more exposure for the pipe organ. From celebrity 

organists (or, rather, celebrities who are also organists) such as Jo Brand, 

Alexander Armstrong, and Huw Edwards, to the recent installation of a 

public organ at London Bridge Station, there are glimmers of hope that 

the pipe organ may be here to stay. And perhaps the brightest of these is 

Anna Lapwood. 

Ms Lapwood is a 27-year-old organist, musical director, and broadcaster. 

She is also a star, with about 360,000 followers, on TikTok, the social-

media app most popular with young people. And, while Mr Scott is sure 

that the stereotypical pipe-organ enthusiasts (which he calls “old men in 

anoraks with rustly carrier-bags”) are likely to disapprove of her, he be-

lieves that she is doing good for the instrument. 

“She’s getting millions of views, and that’s bringing the pipe organ to an-

other audience — dare I say, a more secular audience,” he says. In addi-

tion to Ms Lapwood’s skill as an organist, Mr Scott believes, she is bring-

ing popular and classical organ music together. “And I think that’s what’s 

going to be the kind of saviour of the pipe organ in many ways.” 

With Harrisons’ organs in large British cathedrals, and the firm doing 

work from Korea to Kenya and beyond, in North America, Africa, and 

Scandinavia, the future for organ-builders, despite all the challenges, is 

looking secure. 

“If you phoned me up with a blank cheque and said: ‘Right, Andy, we 

want to have a new organ,’ we would probably be saying to you: ‘Well, we 

can’t start until the end of 2024,’” Mr Scott says. Mander, Nicholson, and 

other big organ firms would, he thinks, give similar answers. The pipe or-

gan, it seems, has breath in it yet.  

 McGrath 

 

Christmas marks the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the central figure of the Christian faith. But why remember such an event? What has someone who lived long, long ago got to do with us today? Or with God? There seems to be a disconnection between the singular life of Jesus Christ and the universal relevance of God. At the most, surely all that Christ can do is tell us something about God? 
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Churches continue to offer warm spaces as UK  temperatures 

drop - By PAT ASHWORTH 

The Warm Welcome campaign has already registered more than 4000         

organisations 

A GROWING number of churches and cathedrals are offering their 

buildings as part of the Warm Welcome initiative in response to the      

energy crisis. Many are offering hot drinks and activities, as well as a 

place to sit in warm surroundings to save on energy bills at home (News, 

18 November). 

The campaign, initiated by the Churchworks Commission, in partnership 

with churches and community groups, has already registered more than 

4000 organisations. 

There is a particularly high level of activity in the Church in Wales, mani-

fested in the Archbishop’s Food and Fuel campaign. The Bishop of St 

Asaph, the Rt Revd Gregory Cameron, said: “It is challenging to discover 

that even in the fifth richest economy in the world, we are having to 

come to terms with real and biting issues of poverty. 

“I’m impressed by the practical response that churches, volunteers, and 

partner organisations are making, but I hope that our politicians are also 

committed to the relief of poverty as a priority.” The diocese has invest-

ed £7500 to buy equipment such as microwaves, soup kettles, and refrig-

erators for the two warm hubs that it is setting up in partnership with a 

social enterprise group in Shotton, Can-cook/Well-fed. 

The Warmer Winter Wednesdays initiative in St Cadfan’s, Tywyn, was 

triggered by an observation, some years ago, of groups of elderly                    

people sitting in the reading room of a library, armed with flasks of               

coffee and tea and clearly there for the day, demonstrating that the prob-

lem may now be more acute, but is not new. 

Difficulties are particularly felt in Llandaff, which covers six of the ten 

most deprived areas in Wales. Half the working-age adults are out of 

work, and are likely to be disproportionately affected by the cost-of-
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living and energy-price rises this winter. The diocese has created a 

“toolkit” to help more churches and community groups to set up warm 

spaces in their buildings. 

At a minimum, it believes that a warm space should be free, heated, and 

able at the very least to provide basic warm refreshments and snacks, 

with more substantial meals available where possible. It should be inclu-

sive and non-judgemental, safe and hygienic, and open at least once a 

week, with regular opening times that do not change on a weekly basis. 

The Benefact Trust has this week allocated £500,000 in funding to reliev-

ing the impact of the cost-of-living crisis in the UK and in Ireland. Grants 

of £275,000 are being distributed immediately to the Trussell Trust, 

which supports more than 1300 foodbank centres in the UK, and to De-

paul UK and Depaul Ireland, Vincentian charities that provide housing 

and support services for some of the most vulnerable people in society. 

The director of the Benefact Trust, Lesley King-Lewis, said, “There are so 

many people who are understandably worried for their future, and are 

having to choose between buying food for their families and keeping the 

heating on. We simply can’t stand by and do nothing. 

“The last year has seen double-figure inflation, and that impacts all of us, 

but for the poorest ten per cent of households, the impact of inflation is 

significantly higher. That’s because families on low incomes have to 

spend a much greater proportion of their income on food and energy.” 

The Trust will be announcing a further £225,000 allocation of funds in the 

near future. 

In Lancashire, 2000 clergy and church officers have received an update 

on resources for parishes, from highlighting grants currently available to 

providing practical help and advice in relation to their churches’ own en-

ergy bills. The Acting Bishop of Blackburn, the Bishop of Burnley, the Rt 

Revd Philip North, has told clergy and parishioners: “Our first priority 

must be reaching out to meet the needs of those who are suffering most. I 

encourage our parishes to live out Jesus’s message of hope and respond 

with positive action to help their communities at this time.” 
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Chichester Cathedral, whose own energy bill is set to rise from £30,000 

a year to £200,000, is offering a warm space for people who are strug-

gling with their energy bills at home, and is also setting up new collec-

tion points in the building for the Chichester and district foodbank, aim-

ing to bring in more than 250kg of donations. 

The Chancellor, Canon Daniel Inman, said that the vision of the cathedral 

was “seeking to build a community in love, compassion, and hospitality 

— encouraging others to step out in faith and hope. We have enjoyed a 

long relationship with the foodbank, and invite others to join us in build-

ing up those who are in crisis.” 

Lichfield Cathedral has been offering its Warm Welcome since mid-

November, joining with other venues to provide a safe space for people 

to meet and get free hot drinks and biscuits. It is part of Places of Wel-

come, a network of safe places, and also of a local initiative supported by 

Lichfield District Council to offer places to anyone wishing to keep 

warm, find local information, and socialise with others in the community. 

The rising cost of living will be raised at the General Synod meeting in 

February. Canon Rachel Mann will ask the Archbishops’ Council to what 

extent the Church Commissioners have considered making targeted 

grant provision to help with the unavoidable extra energy costs for                 

clergy and family members who are disabled with chronic pain, and who 

rely on warmth to manage it. 

In a written reply, the chair of the Finance Committee, John Spence, has 

referred to the £3-million ministry hardship grant, announced in May,  

under which all dioceses receive a share of this funding to allocate to 

clergy and lay workers considered likely to face significant hardship as 

a result of high inflation, and the significant increases in energy costs in 

particular. 

The dioceses have maximum flexibility in the targeting of those funds, 

and can choose to use some of it to supplement hardship, he emphasis-

es. Commenting on Tuesday, Mr Spence said: “The £3 million will be               

fully deployed, but this is not the total of the support available. 
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“Many dioceses have funds which they can access, and a further £15            

million has been given from national church funds to dioceses for                 

distribution to parishes, chaplaincies, etc. to help them cope with                  

increasing energy costs. We would hope this support might also enhance 

financial flexibility to help priests and other ministers in times of                       

difficulty. 

“We can never say that any sum will be enough, as we cannot know the 

full scale of individual challenges across the many thousands who serve 

their worshipping communities and the wider community.” 

In a written reply to another cost- of-living question, to be asked by Luke 

Appleton in February, the Bishop of Hereford, the Rt Revd Richard                  

Jackson, says that the national minimum stipend should in future, on               

average, increase in line with inflation, subject to three-yearly reviews 

and the need to review this position if high levels of inflation establish 

themselves. 

“We are mindful of the challenges clergy face given the rising cost of  

living, and the intention remains to maintain the value of the clergy                     

stipend in the medium term, although this is ultimately dependent on the 

giving of parishioners,” he writes. 

“However, the current high levels of inflation, and the significant financial 

challenges that many dioceses are continuing to face, mean that an                    

increase in line with current inflation is unlikely next year.” 

Women must be supported to withstand barriers to God’s call:                      

Leaders - By Jenan Taylor 

Women will continue to face barriers to priesthood unless the Australian 

Church strengthens them to be able to attend to God’s call, prominent 

leaders say. 

Archbishop of Perth Kay Goldsworthy said some young women may feel 

discouraged about taking up a vocational call to ordained ministry                  

because of the conservative theologies of some parts of the Anglican 

Church. 
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Set to preach at a Eucharist service to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 

women’s ordination in Melbourne next Tuesday, Archbishop 

Goldsworthy said she was concerned that parts of the church persisted 

in promoting calls to women for many things, but not ordained ministry. 

“It is an indictment on the Anglican church that some young women 

think it is no place for them as leaders because of that,” she said. 

The archbishop was among the very first women in Australia to be con-

secrated a priest at a service in Perth in March 1992. 

Barring some dioceses, an estimated 900 women have become priests 

across Australia. 

But Archbishop Goldsworthy said she held some reservations about 

what was ahead for the equal inclusion of women. 

“I think we have lots of work to do. That includes reflecting on how it is 

we embody the welcoming love of Jesus, and how we invite women to 

take up all that God offers,” she said. 

Despite her concerns, the archbishop said the inclusion of women 

priests deepened the life of the Anglican Church. 

Their presence even offered the broader community a window into 

God. 

“The advent of women, as deacons, priests, and bishops in our Church, 

has meant that the wider community now sees a Church in which wom-

en take a place as leaders alongside men,” Archbishop Goldsworthy 

said.  “That surely says something outside the Church about the God in 

whom we believe, and it says something about place, embrace, belong-

ing, and authority.” 

Also set to contribute to the upcoming service at St Paul’s Cathedral, 

women’s ordination campaigner Dr Muriel Porter and Sale Cathedral 

parish dean the Reverend Keren Terpstra believe there is still much 

work to be done to encourage women priests. 

Dr Porter said women were critical to the health of the church. 
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They had made a difference in making the governing bodies less formal 

and more similar to the way that society operated. 

They were also vital in dealing with issues such as domestic violence and 

sexual abuse, Dr Porter said. 

But she said the Church was in decline, and because of that there was the 

danger of vocal minority groups battling with each other. 

“So in particular, in this period, we need to ensure that women are en-

couraged to find the vocation, to do theological study, to be ordained, 

and to be ensured that they are not left in subsidiary positions, which can 

happen only too easily. That must not happen now,” Dr Porter said. 

Reverend Terpstra also said women improved how the Church was run. 

She said in the Gippsland diocese more than 50 per cent of clergy were 

female. 

“It makes a huge difference in things like how synods are conducted in 

terms of the tenor of meetings that are held, Ms Terpstra said. 

But she said statistics showed that only 21 per cent of clergy around Aus-

tralia were women, so there was a great deal of work to be done to come 

to a place of true equality. 

There was still an inherent bias against women in ministry and in church 

leadership. In the Melbourne diocese, this was evidenced by the lack of 

women on committees, she said. 

“They do try for more or less equal balance, but there’s still work to be 

done in several places and it needs to work on a lot of different levels,” 

Ms Terpstra said. “It’s not just about tapping someone on the shoulder 

and saying, ‘Hey, do you want to be ordained?’ There’s got to be a whole 

infrastructure of the raising up of roles like in lay ministries, like in fi-

nance and law.” 

Archbishop Goldsworthy also said that as someone who in some ways 

had been at the forefront of ordination, she realised that many women 

found it hard to say yes to the priesthood. 
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Reflecting on her own path, she said perhaps one of the strongest les-

sons she had learned was that women needed to believe that they were 

worthy of being called by God. 

Ms Terpstra’s anthem, Wisdom’s Feast, specially composed for the 30th 

anniversary for the ordination of women to the priesthood in Australia 

will be sung by the girl’s choir at the Eucharist service at St Paul’s               

Cathedral on Tuesday 13 December. 

Dr Porter will be chanting a Psalm, originally written by St John’s                 

Camberwell music director David Byrne to commemorate the late              

Bishop Barbara Darling, at the service. 

Thousands of Australians locked out of employment as  entry-

level jobs dry up, survey suggests 

Anglicare says there are 15 applicants per position but many often stand 

little chance of success due to lack of experience, age and other              

barriers 

Thousands of Australians have been locked out of the job market and 

trapped in unemployment for years as entry-level jobs slowly disappear 

and no longer meet demand.  

The findings are in a snapshot of Australia’s available jobs for this year 

by Anglicare Australia which urged compulsory participation of Work-

force Australia and mutual obligations be scrapped considering its fail-

ing getting people into work. 

The snapshot found on average in Australia there are 15 people to every 

entry-level job. Of these 15 people, on average two experience signifi-

cant barriers to gaining work, meaning they often don’t stand a chance 

of securing the job. 

These barriers includes people without experience or qualifications, 

people with disabilities, older Australians, and people re-entering the 

workforce after a long break. 

Despite Australia’s job market bouncing back after harsh pandemic                      

restrictions were wound down, the number of Australians who have                 
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barriers to gaining work and remain unemployed has stayed at around 

100,000, barely budging for the past five years, the report said. 

“We’ve come through a period of high employment yet our findings 

show there’s a pool of Australians that have not shared in this prosperity 

and have remained long-term unemployed,” said Anglicare’s executive 

director, Kasy Chambers. 

“That shows the employment services are not doing their job, and the 

job market does not work well for those looking for entry-level jobs.” 

Nearly half of all job vacancies require a tertiary education or at least 

three years experience, reflecting a shift towards a job market that re-

quires more advanced skills, the report said. 

It said the mutual obligation requirements, which require jobseekers to 

apply for five jobs a week, are “pointless and demoralising” given peo-

ple are being forced to submit applications for jobs they’ll never get. 

Sonia, a 41-year-old mother living in Adelaide, said she has spent the 

past four years searching for work. She completed a Tafe course in retail, 

but has been rejected from every job she has applied for and fears it is 

because of her age. 

She said the stress of being required to apply for 20 jobs every month, 

while trying to support her child on below-poverty-level income support 

payments pushed her mental health to breaking point. She has recently 

been approved for the disability support pension because of her mental 

health challenges. 

“I didn’t feel supported to or listened to, [the employment service] 

would tell me if you really want a job you’d get a job,” she said. “It all got 

too much in the end.” 

The report found the ratio was worst in Tasmania where on average six 

people with barriers are competing against 30 others for an entry-level 

job. 

This is closely followed by South Australia, where Sonia lives. On average 

three people with barriers are competing against 20 others. 
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The snapshot collected government data on the number of people with 

barriers to gaining work in the employment services system and com-

pared it to the number of suitable job vacancies that were advertised 

during the month of June. 

Alongside urging a re-think of the program, the report recommended in-

creasing Jobseeker payments so people can focus on searching for jobs 

rather than trying to survive on below-poverty-level payments. 

It also said the government should consider creating pathways for entry-

level jobs in industries where workers are in demand, such as disability 

and aged care. 

The Albanese government announced a parliamentary committee to in-

vestigate the design of the Workforce Australia program, with the the em-

ployment minister, Tony Burke, saying some aspects required “scrutiny 

and oversight”. 

“The new government is already reviewing the system. That’s a good 

start,” Chambers said. “Our hope is that they will work with us to build a 

system that helps people, instead of leaving them behind.” 

‘Stunning’ 1300-year-old gold necklace unearthed in England                          

- By Michael Levenson 

London: A 1300-year-old gold-and-gemstone necklace that was recently 

discovered in an ancient grave site in England may have belonged to a 

woman who was an early Christian leader, according to experts involved 

in the discovery. 

The ancient jewellery was unearthed in Northamptonshire in April                 

during excavations that took place before a planned housing                           

development, according to RPS, a professional services firm that               

managed the archaeological investigation on behalf of the housing                

developer, Vistry Group. 

The 30 pendants and beads that once formed the elaborate necklace 

were made from Roman coins, gold, garnets, glass and semiprecious 

stones. The centrepiece of the necklace, a rectangular pendant with a 
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cross motif, was also among the artefacts were discovered. 

“When the first glints of gold started to emerge from the soil, we knew 

this was something significant,” Levente-Bence Balázs, a site supervisor 

at the Museum of Archaeology London, who led a team of five that made 

the discovery, said in a statement. “However, we didn’t quite realise how 

special this was going to be.” 

X-rays of soil blocks lifted from the grave also revealed an elaborately 

decorated cross featuring unusual depictions of human faces cast in sil-

ver, the statement said. 

While the soil is being investigated more closely, “this large and ornate 

piece suggests the woman may have been an early Christian leader,” the 

statement said, adding that she might have been an abbess, royalty or 

both. The site also contained two decorated pots and a shallow copper 

dish. 

The skeleton itself has decomposed, with only tiny fragments of tooth 

enamel remaining. But the Museum of Archaeology London said it was   

almost certain that a woman was buried there because similar necklaces 

and lavish burial sites were almost exclusively found in female graves in 

the period. 

Scholars said the discovery pointed to the important but often over-

looked role of women in the development of early Christianity. 

“The evidence does seem to point to an early female Saxon church                               

leader, perhaps one of the first in this region,” Helen Bond, a professor of 

Christian origins and head of the School of Divinity at the University of 

Edinburgh, in Scotland, wrote in an email. 

“We know from the Gospels that women played an important role in the 

earliest Christian movement, acting as disciples, apostles, teachers and 

missionaries,” Bond wrote. “While their role was diminished later on at 

the highest levels, there were always places where women leaders                   

continued (even sometimes as bishops).” 

 



32 

 

Amy Brown Hughes, a historical theologian at Gordon College, who               

studies early Christianity, called the necklace, which has been traced to 

the years 630 to 670, an “absolutely stunning” artefact from a volatile            

period when Christianity was becoming established in Anglo-Saxon 

England. 

Noting that women have often been left out of narratives about                        

Christianity, Hughes said the necklace provides material evidence that 

“helps to reorient our assumptions about who actually had influence 

and authority”. 

“Her burial demonstrated that this was a woman who was respected as 

a Christian, known for her devotion, and had some level of authority and 

influence,” Hughes said in an interview. 

Joan Taylor, a professor of Christian origins and Second Temple Judaism 

at King’s College London, said the fact that the woman was apparently 

buried in a village far from a main population centre “testifies to the 

troubled times in this region of Britain in the 7th century”. 

“Perhaps she was on a journey, or fleeing,” Taylor said. “It was a tough 

Game of Thrones world with competing royal rulers aiming for suprem-

acy. It was also a time where Christianity was spreading, and abbesses 

and other high-status women could play an important role in this.” 

The Museum of Archaeology London said it was at “a very early stage of 

the conservation” of the artefacts and that it hoped to identify organic 

material that had survived and learn more about the cross and           

necklace. 

In statements hailing the artefacts, the museum and RPS referred to 

them as the “Harpole treasure”, named for the village of Harpole near 

the grave site, and RPS said they would be featured in an instalment of 

the BBC series Digging for Britain. 

 “This find is truly a once-in-a-lifetime discovery,” Simon Mortimer, an 

archaeology consultant at RPS, said, “the sort of thing you read about in 

textbooks and not something you expect to see coming out of the 

ground in front of you.” 
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Advent — facing God in the face of nothingness                                                      

- By  Stanley Hauerwas 

This is the text of a sermon preached by Stanley Hauerwas on the second 

week of Advent. The readings were Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 

Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8. 

Near the end of his Gifford Lectures, published under the title Varieties of 

Religious Experience, William James wrote: 

Though the scientist may individually nourish a religion and be a theist in 

his irresponsible hours, the days are over when it could be said that for Sci-

ence herself the heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament 

showeth his handiwork. Our solar system, with its harmonies, is seen now as 

but one passing case of a certain sort of moving equilibrium in the heavens, 

realized by a local accident in an appalling wilderness of worlds where no 

life can exist. In a span of time which as a cosmic interval will count as but 

an hour, it will have ceased to be. The Darwinian notion of chance produc-

tion, and subsequent destruction, speedy or deferred, applies to the largest 

as well as the smallest facts. It is impossible, in the present temper of the 

scientific imagination, to find in the drifting of the cosmic atoms, whether 

they work on the universal or on the particular scale, anything but a kind of 

aimless weather, doing and undoing, achieving no proper history, and leav-

ing no result. Nature has no one distinguishable ultimate tendency with 

which it is possible to feel a sympathy. In the vast rhythm of her processes, 

as the scientific mind now follows them, she appears to cancel herself. The 

bubbles on the foam which coats a stormy sea are floating episodes, made 

and unmade by the forces of the wind and water. Our private selves are like 

those bubbles … their destinies weigh nothing and determine nothing in 

the world’s irremedial currents of events.” 

In this eloquent hymn to our nothingness, James gives expression to what 

I suspect many fear may be the way things are. Staring into the vast dark-

ness, the unending randomness of numberless stars, can produce in be-

liever and non-believer alike a sense of diminishment. How dare we be-

lieve in the face of the purposelessness of the birth and death of solar 

systems, including our own, that our lives count for anything. We exist but 
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for a moment, not only as individuals, but as a species. 

That the “weather” — to use William James’s language — produced for a 

brief time creatures conscious of their nothingness suggests that, in so far 

as any purpose can be attributed to the process that produced such crea-

tures, the process is best described by the word, cruelty. 

Such a view of the world is often thought to be particularly challenging 

for those who continue to identify with religious traditions. However, 

those who reject any attempt to account for our existence as determined 

by a god or the gods have a great difficulty justifying their commitment 

to the human project given the meaninglessness of our existence. James 

did his best suggesting that as long as two loving souls clung to one an-

other in a devastated universe, then there would still be present real 

good and bad things. That position, however, has not proved persuasive 

for many who face the nothingness that surrounds our existence. 

It cannot be denied that for some the recognition that our lives finally do 

not matter instils in them a humility that is morally attractive. Believing 

that, when all is said and done, the fact that we exist makes no difference, 

they nonetheless try to make a difference. The universe may be hopeless, 

but they cannot refrain from living lives of hope. 

The question, of course, remains whether there is any basis for lives so 

lived. At least one reason for trying to live lives that make a difference is 

that by so living we hope we will not be forgotten by those who benefit 

from our trying to make a difference. Yet to try to insure we will not be 

forgotten too often results in desperate manipulative strategies that are 

doomed to fail. 

Civilisations and nations come and go, families come and go, friends 

come and go. Such coming and going in the face of death signifies noth-

ing. Many who live their lives in the hope of being remembered must 

face the reality that those they count on to remember them will also be 

forgotten. We may remember the Hittites — after all, they are mentioned 

in the Bible — but that we know a people by that name once existed does 

them or us no good. Such will be our fate. 
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Some faced by the sheer nothingness of our existence draw a quite dif-

ferent conclusion than the humanist who thinks it important that we try to 

be humane. These folk — let us call them realists — recognise that the 

only alternative is to kill rather than be killed. Life is a struggle. We simp-

ly must make the best of a murderous world while we can. Let tomorrow 

take care of tomorrow; the task is to survive the present. Those who as-

sume such an aggressive stance can appear quite cruel, but they often do 

not complain when their turn comes to be killed. They recognise that 

they had it coming. After all, that is the way life is. 

But what about us — that is, those who gather to worship God, in the 

vague hope our lives are not pointless? Dare we acknowledge that we 

fear — a fear we suppress through normality — our faith may be little 

more than a manifestation of our species’ collective narcissism, a narcis-

sism that cannot help but create a god or gods of our liking because we 

assume they exist primarily to insure the significance of our existence? 

The psalmist tells us that “truth shall spring up from the earth”. The 

“earthy” character of William James’s description of our world has the 

ring of truth. In the very least, we cannot help but admire James’s refusal 

to offer false consolations or hope in the face of nothingness. There is 

something right, as well as ironic, about the diminishment of our exist-

ence in a world in which we have made our human existence more im-

portant than the existence of God. That is why it is surely the case that the 

only interesting atheism left is not the denial of God, but rather the denial 

by some of the significance of our existence as a human species. 

Do we exist? 

William James was not a prophet. He was a philosopher whose philoso-

phy reflected his profound humanity. Isaiah was a prophet charged by 

God to cry out to his people. James and Isaiah no doubt seem like apples 

and oranges, but the similarities and differences they represent help us 

see how the contrast between the facing of God and facing of nothing-

ness works for how we live our lives. 
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Isaiah had been called by God to a specific task. He was told he was to 

“comfort” God’s people. The Lord tells Isaiah to “speak tenderly to Jeru-

salem”, but what Isaiah is called to “cry out” sounds anything but tender. 

In response to Isaiah’s request, “What shall I cry?” he is told by God to 

say to the people of Israel that “all people are grass” that withers when 

the breath of the Lord blows upon it. Equally important, Isaiah is to re-

mind Israel that her constancy is like a flower that fades in the presence 

of the Lord. 

William James would have found Isaiah’s comparisons of our lives to 

grass and flowers a confirmation of his sense that our lives are but bub-

bles on the foam of a stormy sea. For Isaiah, however, this is not bad 

news, but rather the necessary condition for the recognition that “the 

word of our God will stand forever”. For it turns out that the God whose 

word will stand forever does not exist to insure our fantasies that we will 

not have to die as individuals or as a species. Such a God, moreover, 

does not invite us to presume we can comprehend God’s creation. 

William James, like Isaiah, may rightly remind us that our lives are not the 

centre of the universe, but James is unable to say as Isaiah says to the 

people of Judah, “Here is your God!” That God, the God of Israel, is not a 

God that we can force to conform to our purposes. For as Isaiah makes 

clear, we have been created to conform to God’s purposes. This, moreo-

ver, is extremely good news because it means that the world as we know 

it is not without purpose. It can only appear without purpose if we persist 

in viewing and acting in the world as if God does not exist. 

The question, therefore, is not “Does God exist?”, but “Do we?” For what-

ever it means for us to exist, we do so as creatures created, as the uni-

verse has been created, to glorify God. 

The form of God’s patience 

These last remarks, I fear, are properly called “metaphysical”. Metaphys-

ics, however, does not have to be, as it sometimes becomes, an esoteric 

philosophical discipline. Rather metaphysics is as common as our text 

from 2 Peter (3:8-15a), in which we are told that for the Lord one day is 
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like a thousand years and a thou-

sand years is like one day. That is 

not an invitation to try to determine 

the age of the Earth, but rather it is a 

reminder that time itself is God’s 

time. For God’s time is eternity; and 

as God is Trinity eternity, does not 

mean timelessness but rather eter-

nity describes the reality of a time 

that is more than time itself. 

Peter puts the matter less abstractly 

by addressing the question raised 

by some about how slow God 

seems to fulfil his promises. Those 

who despair that God’s promises do 

not seem to have been fulfilled fail 

to understand that the time we en-

joy is but the form God’s patience 

takes in a world that lacks patience. 

That we have the time to take time 

in a world that lives as if it has no 

time is made possible by God’s pa-

tience. 

Again, this is a reminder that to see 

and act in the world as God’s world 

means that those who see the world 

through Jamesian eyes and those 

who see the world as God’s world 

quite literally do not live in the 

same world. The good news is, how-

ever, that to see the world as God’s 

world, as God’s good creation, 

means we have something to do. 

What we have to do, as Peter writes, 

is wait for a new heaven and a new 

earth. 

That we wait for a new heaven and 

earth is to learn to wait for the same 

One whom John the Baptist was 

called to recognise. To learn to wait 

for this One is to learn to live in 

peace with one another. To learn to 

live at peace with one another to be 

sure requires patience, but as Peter 

suggests we are to “regard the pa-

tience of our Lord as salvation.” 

The humanity of God 

So it matters what sort of persons 

we are to be if we are to be a peo-

ple who know how to wait. This is 

Advent. This is the time of a has-

tening that waits. 

Holiness and godliness are the 

characteristics of a people who 

have faced God, and by doing so 

have refused the nihilism that 

threatens all our lives in this time 

called modernity. For we have seen 

the face of God in Jesus Christ, giv-

ing us confidence that time is not a 

tale told by an idiot, but time names 

God’s patience to give us time to 

participate in God’s very life. We 

are not abandoned. The heavens do 

declare the glory of God. 

William James paid close attention 

to the weather, but he missed the 
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storm that bears the name “Jesus”. Jesus became one of us subject to the 

weather, subject to nothingness, and in the process redeemed time and 

thus gave us something to do. We have been created to be disciples of Je-

sus. Through baptism into this man’s life and death we are not fated to 

nothingness but rather by God’s grace our fate has been transformed in-

to a destiny otherwise unimaginable. 

William James was quite right: we cannot help but appear as an accident, 

as purposeless as the weather in a world destined for destruction, if Jesus 

is not the Son of God. To view the world without God’s care of us through 

Christ is to miss the wonder of our existence. 

James’s description of the pointless character of our existence is indeed 

poetic and elegant. But it lacks the element of wonder through which 

God first led Israel, and now us with them, into miracle of divine love. 

Once in the burning bush, now in the womb of Mary, the grandeur of cre-

ation is made manifest as God himself comes to us, reminding us who we 

are. We are those who receive him. This is our good work. 

Christian humanism is not based on the presumption that our humanity is 

self-justifying. Rather Christians are humanists because God showed up 

in Mary’s belly. We are not an evolutionary accident. We are not bubbles 

on the foam that coats a stormy sea. We are God’s chosen people. We 

have been given good work to do in a time when many no longer think 

there is good work. What an extraordinary claim. What extraordinary 

good news. 

Praise God, and with gratitude enjoy the glory of his creation. Together, 

at this time called Advent let us wait in joyful expectation for the surpris-

ing coming of the Lord. 

Stanley Hauerwas is the Gilbert T. Rowe Professor Emeritus of Divinity 

and Law at Duke Divinity School and Duke Law School. His most recent 

books are Fully Alive: The Apocalyptic Humanism of Karl Barth and The 

Character of Virtue: Letters to a Godson. 
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On our doors, at our tables, we can share God’s gift to us 

- By Archbishop Philip Freier  

Our Advent pilgrimage to Christmas calls for us to prepare our hearts for 

the celebration of the incarnation of the Messiah. We can make this pil-

grimage in different ways. In churches where an Advent wreath is used to 

evoke a theme of hope, faith, joy and peace we can carry that reflection 

into our own homes and light a candle throughout the weekdays that fol-

low. As we light a candle in our own place, the prayer of the previous Sun-

day can be prayed as we move deeper into that spiritual grace that is 

commended for our reflection that week.  

Even stepping outside, contemplating the night sky, and praying “Lord 

what gift do I bring to you?” may serve to evoke the Journey of the Magi 

as an inspiration for your own pilgrimage. I’ve been told that people 

used to rely on hearing the Collect for the Sunday before Advent “Stir up, 

we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people” as a prompt to 

make their Christmas puddings. However we connect words and actions, 

it is clear that our Christian faith is an embodied and not just an abstract 

conviction.  

This is hardly surprising as the Incarnation of our Lord is God coming 

amongst us, “taking the form of a servant, assuming human like-

ness” (Philippians 2:7). In that passage, we are encouraged to “Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”. Our gift of imagination, 

our use of symbols and associating them with the language of prayer is a 

powerful means for us each to enter fresh spiritual experiences within 

the familiar yearly round.  

If the enthusiastic adoption of Halloween by many Australians is anything 

to go by, there is an openness to symbolic enactments in our community. 

It may be that the Advent wreath can become that kind of reminder in our 

neighbourhoods that Christmas is coming but even more so that “every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father”. On our doors or at our table there is the opportunity that we can, 

through word and symbol, share the hope, faith, joy and peace that is 
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God’s gift to us in Christ.  

I hope that you will come to a joyful celebration of Christmas. With the 

psalmist we will, “Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done                                    

marvellous things”. Jesus was born into a broken world and lives for the 

restoration of all that is marred by those old sins that have broken the 

heart and peace of humanity. Violence and hatred among them, have 

long beset our world. “The Lord remembers his mercy and faithfulness to 

the house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of 

our God.” (Psalm 98)  

Have a blessed and holy Christmas.  

 

THANK YOUS  

Thank you to Burwood Lions Club who donated 200 individual small               

Christmas cakes.  

Thank you to the Lesley and to the Massey Park Ladies for all the toys and 

gifts for women that they gave to our pantry customers. Children now have 

toys for Christmas, especially from their grandparents.  

Thank you to the Brighton for delivering more food to the parish pantry this 

week. 

Thank you to Second Bite who have delivered a number of hampers - just as 

we were about to run out. We will be formalising our relationship with Second 

Bite in the New Year.  

A Christmas lunch was prepared and packaged by Le Cullinaire. They gave 

over 100 lunches. Thank you Le Cullinaire for that.  

Thank you to Margaret Whittaker for keeping the Facebook page                     

going all year and to Bailey and Mary Connelly for stepping in when                     

Margaret was travelling. Lots of people follows us on Facebook so it is a very 

important portal.  

Thank you to Heather Crichton from Burwood Council for the wonderful                  

delivery of children presents for Christmas.  
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Christmas Day Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ,                   

true God from true God,            

you became a little child           

for us so the world you made 

would be saved.                            

Just as a child is born to us 

and a Son is given to us, may 

we be born again through 

you be counted in the number of God’s faithful children;                              

through your merits, O blessed Savior, with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

you live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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CELEBRANT:  Looking for Christ’s kingdom which is to come, we lift up the 

world and the church in intercession to the God who came to earth from heaven. 

Loving God, in a land far away, your angels sang the news of Jesus’ birth in 

Bethlehem, your love wrapped up in a baby. We remember before you all 

babies born at this time, especially those born in difficult circumstances and 

places: in war-torn countries, refugee camps, to parents lacking homes, food 

or work; for single mothers without family support and assistance.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Loving God, in a time long ago, some shepherds heard the news of great joy 

for all people, and your peace enfolded in this child. We remember before 

you those who lack any joy or peace in their lives, those who are sick, those 

who are lonely or depressed, the broken and despairing. For those whom we 

have been asked to pray we remember: Pat Conchar, Margot Kennedy, 

Melissa Moore, Mary MacPherson, Robert, Warwick and Jan Roden, John 

Sorensen, Martin de Vries, Joyce Bannister, Barry Brandy, John Burns, June 

Cameron, Elsie Dunnam, Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, David Morgan, Graham 

Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle Phillips, Diane Smith, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, 

Daphne Storey, Bob Woods, Bill Whittle and others known to us. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Loving God, in this time and this place, we too hear the wonderful news of 

Jesus’ birth. 

We ask that your love, your joy and your peace be born in hearts throughout 

the world, on this holy night/day and every day, especially in the hearts of the 

leaders of all nations.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

As we remember those who have gone before, especially Karina Venteman, 

Rosina Raisbeck, Harry Salisbury, Audrey Darke, Trevor Curtis, Ivia Walker,  

Fr Tony Wood and Edna Stubbs. We commend them to your love and merciful 

keeping, where they shall see your face and be embraced in the everlasting 

arms. 

INTERCESSIONS –  Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

Saturday 24th December  & Sunday 25th December  
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May Christ be born in our minds                                                                                          

and be at the heart of every thought.                                                                                

May the image of Christ be born in our 

eyes                                                                                                   

and be at the heart of all we see.                                                                                       

May the music of Christ be born in our 

ears                                                                      

and be at the heart of all we hear.                                                                                     

May the words of Christ be born on our 

lips                                                                   

and be at the heart of every word we 

speak.                                                                   

May the love of Christ be born in our 

hearts                                                                      

and be at the heart of all our relationships.                                                                       

May Christ be born in all of us, young and 

old                                                                           

and be at the heart of all we do. 

 

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Week Ahead... 

There will be no midweek communion between Christmas and February.   

The First Communion Service will be on Wednesday 1st of  February 2023.  

Commemorations noted by the Tuesday 15th December -  

 Monday 26th December –  Stephen, Deacon & First Martyr 

 Tuesday 27th December – John, Apostle & Evangelist 

 Wednesday 28th December – Holy Innocents  

 Friday 30th December – Josephine Butler, social reformer (d.1384) 

 Saturday 31st December – John Wyclif, teacher and reformer (d.1384) 

NAME BADGES 

Don’t forget to wear your name 

badge so that new comers can 

get to know you.  

If you are a new parishioner and 

need a name badge, please fill 

out the form at the back of the 

church. Thank you. 



44 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

         Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                      Lay Minister  Ms Rosemary King 

              Director of Music  Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

  Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                   Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                 Office Secretary  Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

  0ffice@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

