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Sunday 26th September 2021                                                                                   
18th Sunday after Pentecost  

During this lockdown period we cannot meet together, but we 

want to stay in contact with everyone. We are sending out the 

newsletter, orders of service and a message from Fr James to 

everyone who has access to the internet. These electronic mail 

outs are sent out each Friday afternoon. For those of you who do 

not have access to the internet we are sending out copies of the 

newsletter, service sheets and Fr James’ message by post also 

on Fridays. 

If you know anyone who is missing out please contact us in the 

office 97474327 or by office email as on the back of the                 

Newsletter so they can be included. 
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I am 
who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings                Year B      Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist                        for next Sunday 

Esther 7.1-6,9-10,9.20-22 The First Reading        Job 1.1;2.1-10                                                            

Ps 124                                          The Psalm             Ps 26                                                                

James 5.12-20                             The Epistle               Hebrews 1.1-4;2.5-12                                        

Mark 9.38-50                               The Gospel              Mark 10.2-16            
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OPENING UP AGAIN  
My Dear Friends, 

The Wardens and I attended a Zoom meeting with Bishop Michael Stead 

last Monday night. Bishop Michael has urged Christians on both sides of 

the vaccination debate to read Romans 14, vv 1-4 twice - the first time he 

urges substituting ‘eat meat’ with ‘get vaccinated’ and the second time 

with ‘not get vaccinated.’ 

Based on the current prediction that we will reach 70% of the adult pop-

ulation fully vaccinated by mid-October we will, hopefully, be able to re-

commence our worship in St Paul’s on either Sunday 17 or Sunday 24 Oc-

tober. The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Said/Sung Eucharist (with Cantor if allowed) 

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist (from 20 or 27 October) 

People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event if they 

do not feel comfortable doing so.  

All risk management procedures will be scrupulously attended to                       

including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - either with a smartphone or a COVID-

19 card; 

• carry proof of vaccination (either in electronic or hard-copy); 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per four square metre rule (except for house-

hold groups) and sit in alternate pews; 

• no singing. 
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The Greeting of Peace will continue as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in the order of service. 

There will be no morning tea after the 9:30am service until at least the 

end of October. When morning tea does resume, everyone will need to 

sign-in again using the Hall QR code and observe all relevant hygiene 

protocols and physical distancing requirements. 

The issue of not allowing people who have not received both doses of the 

vaccine into Church is obviously one that the Archbishop and Bishops 

are considering; however, at this stage people who are not vaccinated are 

not allowed to attend Services. This might change by the end of October 

depending on vaccination rates. 

As the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives, 

we will review matters at that point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. 

Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St Paul’s 

and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to work on the postponed sesquicentenary 

celebrations and will communicate more about these, along with our Ad-

vent and Christmas services, in due course. 

 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

                                                                                                                                                

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time. 

 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace, 

James. 
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory  Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican Church 

BSB:    032 062                               
Account #:  250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            
AND For Community Choir Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       
BSB:        032 062                                                 
Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving: $4110 

Parish Pantry: $120 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$4230 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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Government roadmap unveiled,                             
including churches                                                     
- By Russell Powell  
The NSW Premier Gladys                    

Berijiklian has unveiled a roadmap 

for opening up once New South 

Wales reaches the vaccination                  

target of 70% double vaccination. 

She says the new rules will be                    

effective on the Monday after the 

vaccine milestone is reached. 

That has been estimated, on current 

projections, as October 18 but that 

date may change. 

The Premier says the freedoms 

would only be available to people 

who are fully vaccinated or have a 

medical exemption. 

Up to five visitors will be allowed in 

a home where all adults are vac-

cinated (not including children 12 

and under) and up to 20 people                  

can gather in outdoor settings. 

There will also be a staged                     

reopening of schools from                        

October 25th. 

The reopening will include retail 

outlets, gyms and sporting facilities, 

hairdressers and cinemas.  

When the plan kicks in, these                

restrictions will apply for weddings, 

funerals and places of worship:  

◾ Up to 50 guests can attend                   

weddings, with dancing permitted 

and eating and drinking only while 

seated. 

◾ Up to 50 guests can attend                       

funerals, with eating and drinking 

while seated. 

◾ Churches and places of worship 

to open subject to one person per 

4sqm rule, with no singing. 

Masks will still be compulsory in all 

public indoor settings. 

A previously announced,                    

Archbishop Kanishka Raffel, 

through his Regional Bishops, is 

convening a series of meetings for 

rectors and churchwardens to                          

discuss plans for re-opening of 

churches once the government’s 

roadmap is in effect. 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 
Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows - hopefully mid                   

October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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FREE TO A GOOD HOME (S) 
Since we now have                                             

air-conditioning in the church 

we no longer need all our                      

beautiful knitted and crocheted                    

blankets. We have given away a 

lot this winter through the pantry 

but we still have a lot left.                

Unfortunately we are not able to 

store them until next winter so if you would like any please let Rosemary 

know. You can ring the office number on 9747 4327 and leave a message 

if I’m not there or send me an email:  rosemary@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

and I’ll put however many you would like away for you. 

Thanks 

Rosemary 

RIP: John Shelby Spong, former Newark bishop who pushed for LGBTQ+ in-
clusion, dies at 90 — By Bob Smietana 
[Religion News Service] Retired Newark Bishop John Shelby Spong, a 

bestselling author and cleric known for his progressive theology and his 

support of LGBTQ+ clergy in The Episcopal Church, has died. He was 

90. 

“It is with great sadness that we announce the death of the Rt. Rev. John 

Shelby Spong. He died peacefully in his sleep on Sunday morning,”         

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Richmond, Virginia, where Spong had 

once been pastor, announced on Sept. 12 in an email to the                                  

congregation. 

Bishop John Shelby Spong 

Spong made headlines as the bishop of the Diocese of Newark, where he 

served for more than two decades and in 1989 ordained the first openly 
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gay male priest in the Episcopal Church. He would later go on to ordain 

about three dozen LBGTQ+ clergy in the diocese by the time he retired, 

Religion News Service reported in 2013. 

He also championed women clergy, making sure that any church in his 

diocese that was searching for a new priest interviewed at least one 

woman candidate, said Bishop Bonnie Perry of the Diocese of Michigan. 

That put him lightyears ahead of leaders in the Episcopal Church, said 

Perry, who was ordained as a priest by Spong in 1990. 

“He was part of a pivot to this idea that we are not your grandfather’s 

Episcopal Church,” she said. “He drew a line in the sand about that.” 

Spong was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1931 and attended fun-

damentalist churches as a child. After his father died when Spong was 

12, he found a mentor in an Episcopal priest named Robert Crandall, 

under whose influence he attended Virginia Theological Seminary, 

graduating in 1955. He served Episcopal churches in North Carolina 

and Virginia until being named head of the Newark diocese in 1979. 

Perry recalled Spong as a “wonderful, amazing Southern gentleman” 

who used his position and privilege for the benefit of others and                            

believed in both inclusion and fairness. 

“We worship a man who was all about including — the son of God who 

was really clear about being incarnate in this world and including                     

everybody,” said Perry. “If we are trying to construct denominations 

that are about excluding people, we are screwed.” 

An author of more than a dozen books, Spong had a knack for                       

communicating complex theology to lay readers, said Kelly Hughes, 

president of DeChant-Hughes & Associates public relations and a long-

time book publicist specializing in religious thought. 

Hughes worked with Spong on a number of books, starting with “Living 

in Sin: A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexuality,” Spong’s breakout book in 

the late 1990s, and “The Sins of Scripture,” which earned a blurb from 

cable television host Bill O’Reilly. 



13 

On book tours, Spong would draw crowds of hundreds of people, said 

Hughes, many of them LGBTQ+ Christians and seekers or their parents. 

A pastor at heart, Spong would spend time talking with people at those 

book events and making them feel seen and welcomed, said Hughes. He 

also connected with readers who were Christian but “did not want to 

check their brain at the door,” as Spong often put it. 

“They felt able to remain in the church because of him,” said Hughes. 

Spong’s liberal views on theology were met with anger and dismissal by 

critics, who saw him as preaching something different from                   

Christianity — which was seen as a betrayal of his role as a bishop 

charged with defending the faith. 

He was part of a movement of writers who felt the Christian faith               

needed to adapt to a changing world in order to have a viable future and 

who often rejected miracles or other spiritual parts of the Bible. 

“We’re space-age people,” he told RNS in 2013. “All I’m saying is that the 

world the Christian church was born in is not the world we live in, and if 

you confine it to the world it was born in, Christianity will die,   because 

that world is dying.” 

While some of his views about the roles of women and LGBTQ+ people 

in the church have become mainstream in some Protestant denomina-

tions, his theology has not. 

He did see himself as a Christian — even if others saw him as a heretic. 

“With all my heart I think I’m a Christian,” he told RNS in 2013. “But I see 

a Christianity in the future that is so radically different from the Christian-

ity I grew up with that I think there are people who will say the two are 

not connected. But I think they are connected.” 

Spong’s more than two decades as bishop coincided with a prolonged 

period of decline in The Episcopal Church. Conservatives criticized the 

kind of liberal theology promoted by Spong, who denied Christian     

doctrines like the virgin birth or the resurrection of Jesus. 
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Author Diana Butler Bass said the denomination’s decline was more 

likely the result of factors such as declining birthrates and distrust of 

organized religion, pointing out that the losses in attendance affected 

all mainline Protestant churches and other predominantly white                

denominations such as the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Bass said that things might be worse in The Episcopal Church if it 

were not for Spong. 

“Jack spoke powerfully to a generation of people who came of age in 

the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. And his work led many of those people 

back to church,” she said. 

Besides his criticism of conservative Christianity, Bass said, Spong 

should also be remembered as a church leader who championed the 

idea of accepting all people. 

“One of the things that Jack always did is he was constantly trying to 

make religious institutions accept people who were unacceptable,” 

she said. “And even when people talk about him rejecting convention-

al or traditional doctrine, what he was really trying to do was to get 

people to accept a different future. He was looking ahead and saying 

that the way we tell the stories probably won’t work as we move into 

the future.” 

In a 2013 interview with Religion News Service, Spong spoke about 

his own spirituality and beliefs, which he said had grown deeper as 

he aged. 

“The older I get, the more deeply I believe but the fewer beliefs I 

have,” he said, citing an adage once relayed to him by an older bish-

op. “And I think that’s probably where I am. I have a sort of mystical               

awareness (of God) that’s indescribable, but I can’t avoid it. When I’m 

asked to define God I’m almost wordless.” 

Spong is survived by his wife Christine and three daughters. Funeral 

arrangements are pending. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Should Christians be opposed to vaccination? - By Chase Kuhn 

“The blood of Jesus is my vaccine”, read one protestor’s sign during the 

recent Sydney anti-lockdown demonstration. It’s such a pious statement, 

but it’s a misguided one too, propagating a position that is neither well-

founded nor widely embraced by Christians. In my view, Christians                        

protesting vaccination campaigns need to be challenged, because they 

are contending for a position that is both scientifically and theologically 

misinformed. 

It is unfortunate that these days, unlike when I was growing up, a new 

voice has emerged to try to sway those making up their minds about     

vaccination: COVID-19 conspiracy theorists. As a theologian, I find them 

troubling because these new prophets are “leading the sheep astray”. I 

would like to address a few of their arguments briefly in order to bring 

the sheep back to the fold. But before, I do, perhaps it’s a good idea to  

explain where I’m coming from. 

I grew up in an anti-vax Christian family. Those two positions were not 

mutually dependent. In fact, the anti-vax commitment belonged more to 

a philosophy of holistic medicine, partly steeped in pseudo-New-Age 

spirituality than anything Christian. My grandfather was a chiropractor, 

and he believed the body could heal itself with right realignment. As I 

grew up, I examined the scientific evidence and realised that much of the 

anti-vax position was dependent on bogus data. Modern vaccination has 

seen the successful treatment, control, and even effective eradication of 

some of the world’s worst diseases. 

Thankfully, as I came of age, I didn’t have to contend with religious                   

objections to vaccines. They existed, but not in my circles. But these days, 

COVID-19 conspiracy theorists tout several unhelpful ideas. Let me                 

address some of these in turn. 

I’ll begin with the fear that the vaccine is the “mark of the beast”. This 

“mark” is mentioned in the last book of the Bible and serves as a warning 
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to Christians not to align with the regimes of the world that are                   

antagonistic to God. But to take this image wholesale as referring to any 

activity in the world — or any advice of the government — is not in 

keeping with the teaching of the Bible. The Bible celebrates the role of 

government exercising care for society. So, health advice for the            

common good should hardly be construed as antagonistic to God. On 

the contrary, Christians should give thanks for the provision of health 

care. 

Some faith communities, moreover, believe that the virus presents no             

real threat to Christians, because the blood of Jesus is powerful to save 

them from the disease. Sadly, this position finds little support in the               

Bible’s teaching about what Jesus’ blood is effective for. Christians do 

believe Jesus’s blood is powerful, but not for curing physical diseases. 

It’s for treating the spiritual root of all human problems — sin. Extending 

the life-giving effects of Jesus’s blood is like saying chemotherapy will 

cure your broken finger: it misappropriates one treatment for a serious               

problem to a totally different disorder. Such a view hopes for more (or 

rather, less) than was ever promised to Christians as they struggle in this 

life now. 

Others morally object to the vaccine because the stem cells employed in 

its development originally came from aborted foetuses. Last year, the 

Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, my church leader, raised concerns 

about these ongoing practices in medical laboratories. But his taking is-

sue with this practice was not also discounting the importance of                  

vaccination, or the necessity of being vaccinated. Instead, he sought to 

highlight the ways in which abortion continues to be upheld as a “good” 

and normal practice in society. His desire was to end any dependence 

upon or valuation of this practice. 

Others still claim they are entitled to autonomy — “My body, my rights” 

— and freedom of conscience. This argument is closely related to moral 

objections concerning the genesis of the vaccine. Some feel that taking 

the vaccine will make them complicit in the act of abortion, because they 

will benefit from that act. Freedom of conscience is a very important so-
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cietal good — one that should be upheld in liberal democracies. Cer-

tainly, we don’t want anyone to suffer coercion, because this would be 

tantamount to living in a totalitarian state. However, when it comes to the 

rights of individuals over their own bodies, Christians have the freedom 

to act selflessly. In particular, they must take seriously the ethical exam-

ple of Christ’s treatment of his own body: at the very moment he needed 

self-protection, Jesus laid down his life for the benefit of others. Follow-

ing this selfless act, his injunction upon Christians is that “we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters” (1 John 3:16). 

I was raised anti-vax and Christian. I have remained Christian, but now I 

am vaccinated. As people make decisions in the freedom afforded in 

this country, I hope they do so while being well informed. For Christians, 

anti-vax is not the way. 

Chase Kuhn lectures in Christian doctrine and ethics, and is the                 

director of the Centre for Christian Living at Moore Theological                  

College. He also serves as chair of the Social Issues Committee of the 

Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney. 

 

Rome, Constantinople, and Canterbury join in urging ‘meaningful                          
sacrifices’ to protect Creation - By ED THORNTON 

People, whatever their belief, are called on to make sacrifices 

CLIMATE CHANGE is “an immediate and urgent matter of survival”, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Pope Francis, and the Ecumenical Patriarch, 

Bartholomew, write in a joint message released on Tuesday. They call on 

people to make “meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth which 

God has given us”. 

It is the first time that the three church leaders have jointly addressed 

“the urgency of environmental sustainability, its impact on persistent 

poverty, and the importance of global cooperation”, they write in “A 

Joint Message for the Protection of Creation”. 
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After noting that September is the Season of Creation, and that world 

leaders are due to meet in Glasgow in November for the COP26 climate 

talks, they write: “As leaders of our churches, we call on everyone, what-

ever their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the 

earth and of people who are poor, examining their behaviour and               

pledging meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has 

given us.” 

They refer to Bible passages which “invite us to adopt a broader outlook 

and recognise our place in the extended story of humanity”; but they go 

on to say that “we have taken the opposite direction. We have maximised 

our own interest at the expense of future generations. By concentrating 

on our wealth, we find that long-term assets, including the bounty of na-

ture, are depleted for short-term advantage. . . 

“Nature is resilient, yet delicate. We are already witnessing the                       

consequences of our refusal to protect and preserve it (Gn 2.15). Now, in 

this moment, we have an opportunity to repent, to tum around in resolve, 

to head in the opposite direction. We must pursue generosity and fair-

ness in the ways that we live, work and use money, instead of selfish 

gain.” 

There is a “profound injustice”, they write, in the fact that “the people 

bearing the most catastrophic consequences of these abuses [of the 

planet] are the poorest on the planet and have been the least                            

responsible for causing them. . . there is an innate call within us to                   

respond with anguish when we see such devastating injustice.” 

They go on to argue that the extreme weather events and natural              

disasters of recent months demonstrate “that climate change is not only 

a future challenge, but an immediate and urgent matter of survival. 

“Widespread floods, fires and droughts threaten entire continents. Sea 

levels rise, forcing whole communities to relocate; cyclones devastate 

entire regions, ruining lives and livelihoods. Water has become scarce 

and food supplies insecure, causing conflict and displacement for          

millions of people. We have already seen this in places where people    
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rely on small scale agricultural holdings. Today we see it in more indus-

trialised countries where even sophisticated infrastructure cannot com-

pletely prevent extraordinary destruction.” 

The future could be worse, they warn: “Today’s children and teenagers 

will face catastrophic consequences unless we take responsibility now, 

as ‘fellow workers with God’ (Gn 2.4-7), to sustain our world. . . For their 

sake, we must choose to eat, travel, spend, invest and live differently, 

thinking not only of immediate interest and gains but also of future        

benefits. We repent of our generation’s sins.” 

The message concludes by calling for co-operation. “If we think of       

humanity as a family and work together towards a future based on the 

common good, we could find ourselves living in a very different world. 

Together we can share a vision for life where everyone flourishes.               

Together we can choose to act with love, justice and mercy. Together we 

can walk towards a fairer and fulfilling society with those who are most 

vulnerable at the centre. 

“But this involves making changes. Each of us, individually, must take  

responsibility for the ways we use our resources. This path requires an 

ever¬ closer collaboration among all churches in their commitment to 

care for creation. Together, as communities, churches, cities and nations, 

we must change route and discover new ways of working together to 

break down the traditional barriers between peoples, to stop competing 

for resources and start collaborating.” 

Those in positions of leadership, such as politicians, investors, and                 

business leaders, are urged to “choose people-centred profits; make 

short-term sacrifices to safeguard all our futures; become leaders in the 

transition to just and sustainable economies. ‘To whom much is given, 

much is required.’ (Lk 12:48).” 

They conclude: “Caring for God’s creation is a spiritual commission                  

requiring a response of commitment. This is a critical moment. Our                         

children’s future and the future of our common home depend on it.” 
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In an interview on Radio 4’s Today programme on Thursday, Archbishop 

Welby was asked what “meaningful sacrifices” he had made in response 

to climate change. He replied: “I’ve cut back on travel. We , like so many 

people, [are] very committed to recycling and all that. I used to have an 

official car, a diesel car, I no longer have that. . . We’ve cut right back on 

meat. I’d like to pretend that was entirely virtuous, it’s also something to 

do with health and money.” 

The Archbishop was also asked what steps were being taken in the 

Church of England to combat climate change, and whether the Church’s 

investment bodies had disinvested entirely from fossil-fuel holdings. He 

said that parishes were committed to reaching net-zero carbon emis-

sions by 2030, and that, as investors, “we believe in engagement and not 

just divestment”. 

He continued: “Christians believe in conversion. We want to see compa-

nies change their behaviour. We’ve divested of coal because there’s no 

clean way forward. We chair and set up a group called the Transition 

Pathway Initiative, which has more than £10 trillion under management 

around the world . . . and we have a tool which enables us to engage with 

companies, particularly in the extractive industries, and see if they’re 

changing or not. We are progressively divesting from those who refuse to 

change, and we’re working with those who are keen on change.” 

 

Patron saint of presence? 

Ian Bradley finds contemporary resonances in the life of St Columba 
BORN 1500 years ago in Donegal, Columba has proved to be a                         

remarkably enduring, adaptable, and ecumenical saint. Admired by                    

Roman Catholics and “Wee Free” Presbyterians alike, he is consistently 

more popular in Scotland than the apostle who — thanks to the support 

of the ecclesiastical Establishment —eventually pipped him to the post 

as the nation’s patron saint. 
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He continues, too, to be a significant figure south of the border. There are 

24 Church of England churches dedicated to him, most in the north, but 

also as far south as Truro, Fareham, and Leytonstone. This tally puts St Co-

lumba on a par with St James the Less, and above such quintessentially 

English saints as Hugh of Lincoln, Richard of Chichester, and Augustine of 

Canterbury. He is also a popular choice for United Reformed Church and 

Roman Catholic church dedications. 

Through his life and witness, Columba speaks to several of the particular 

concerns of our age. He was 42 when, in 563, he made the fateful journey 

— which was to lead him eventually to the island of Iona — from his be-

loved Ireland as an exile. It may have been enforced, imposed as a pun-

ishment for his involvement in a dynastic battle, or for illegally copying a 

psalter; but it may also have had a voluntary element. 

Inspired by two biblical texts — God’s command to Abraham in Genesis 

12.1 to leave his country and his kin, and Jesus’s words in Matthew 8.20 

that the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head — Columba and his Irish 

monastic contemporaries sought peregrinatio, or pilgrimage, a life of 

perpetual exile from the comforts and attachments of home, as a key ele-

ment of the costly witness or martyrdom to which they felt called as fol-

lowers of Christ. Columba the exile stands alongside refugees, asylum-

seekers, economic migrants, and others who have left their homelands 

today. 

At a time when we are rediscovering the power of poetry in our worship, 

and realising that we can, perhaps, better embrace and approach the 

mystery of God through image and allusion than through proposition and 

credal statement, there is much to draw on from Columba’s writings and 

his defence of the order of filid (bards) in Irish society when their status 

was threatened. The surviving poems and prayers attributed to him re-

flect a wonderfully rich and vibrant spiritual imagery, as in his affirma-

tion: “The flame of God’s love dwells in my heart like a jewel of gold in a 

silver dish.” 
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Coming from noble stock, he might well have ended up as High King of 

Ireland, had he not become a monk. He never lost his interest in politics, 

and intervened in both Irish and Scottish affairs, establishing close            

relations with several kings and princes. He saw his part as a leading 

churchman as that of speaking truth to power, championing the princi-

ples of peace and justice in a way that anticipated the actions of George 

MacLeod, who founded the modern Iona Community in the 1930s. Those 

who campaign for these principles and take an active part in lobbying 

and political engagement today are very much following his example. 

 COLUMBA is often portrayed as the evangelist of Scotland, who, almost 

single-handedly, converted much of the country to Christianity. There is 

no evidence to support this view. Most of the evangelisation of Scotland 

was carried out in the 150 years after Columba’s death, in 597. 

As one would expect from someone steeped in the monastic tradition, his 

ministry was one of presence rather than mission. It is doubtful that he 

even saw himself as a missionary, or ventured more than once or twice 

into the territories of the pagan Picts in an effort to convert them. Rather, 

he based himself on Iona, running his growing monastic family, praying, 

administering the sacraments, and exercising pastoral care of the many 

who came there. 

It seems to me that the current lively debate about the future direction of 

the Church of England stems from a clash between two very different ec-

clesiologies: that of mission, and that of presence. The former — which 

expresses itself in mission statements and audits, a focus on growth, num-

bers, targets, and outcomes — seems to be in the ascendant in the 

Church, just as it is in the business and educational worlds. 

The quieter, gentler ecclesiology that emphasises the Church’s being 

present and alongside people, exemplified in the Church of England by 

the parish system, appears to be less favoured by the current leadership. 

All my research on his life and work leads me to see Columba as an ex-

emplar of this ministry of presence rather than a missionary, as he is so 

often depicted. 
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There is a further message that, I venture to suggest, Columba has for the 

Church of England today. He has given his name to the agreement 

signed, at the end of 2015, by representatives of the Church of England 

and the Church of Scotland. The Columba Declaration, approved in 2016 

by the legislative assemblies of both churches, is a recognition of the 

common bonds between the two “national Churches” exercising a broad, 

territorial, parish-based ministry of presence. 

It is also a vote of confidence in the United Kingdom. It has been some-

what neglected as the Church of England has appeared to espouse mis-

sional ecclesiology and focus     on narrower English identity, encour-

aged in the recent Daily Telegraph article by the Archbishop of York. 

Perhaps, besides calling us to poetry, pilgrimage, politics, and a            

ministry of presence, Columba can also encourage us to explore and             

affirm the rich mixture of Celtic,  Anglo-Saxon, and other strains that                   

constitute Britishness and make the UK an embodiment of the Christian 

notion of perichoresis, with its mutual indwelling and interpenetration of 

different elements, the whole being greater than the sum of the parts. 

Could the latest part played by this ever adaptable holy man be to serve 

as patron saint for both exiles and Unionists? 

The Revd Ian Bradley is Emeritus 

Professor of Cultural and Spiritual 

History at the University of St                   

Andrews. 

 

 QUOTE OF THE WEEK…  

“Give me the love that leads the way, 

The faith that nothing can dismay,   

The hope no disappointments tire, 

The passion that will burn like fire, 

Let me not sink to be a clod: Make me 

Thy fuel, Flame of God.” 

- Amy Carmichael (1867-1951)                          

Irish Christian missionary in India 

who opened an orphanage and 

founded a mission in Dohnavur 
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  Either Daniel 7.9-10, 7.13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; 

 Psalm 138; Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51 

Today we read from St John the Divine’s dream of 

the end of time when the one who plots against us 

and accuses us before the throne of God – Satan – 

is overthrown and cast out of heaven for good.                 

Satan will not have the last laugh. ‘The salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah have come […]  

Rejoice then, you heavens and all who dwell in them!’ 

 Pray that you can see all the angels that surround your life. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon. 

Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board of 

Mission, 2021 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  

 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 
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Lord God, we pray for the church throughout the world and especially 

for the Anglican Communion. We pray for Justin Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our Archbishop, Michael 

our regional Bishop, Fr. James and our parish ministry team. We 

remember our partner church of St Matthew’s Zababdah, praying for the 

safety of its priest and people. 

Lord, keep us close to you and faithful in prayer. Lord, in your mercy: 

hear our prayer. 

Lord God, the spring beauty of your world helps to renew our spirits, 

guide us so that we can preserve and care for all you have given us and 

use its bounty wisely and fairly. We give thanks for all your creatures and 

the natural environment. 

Lord, keep us close to you and faithful in prayer. Lord, in your mercy: 

hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we continue to pray for the fragile peace of our world, asking 

for guidance for the leaders of all nations. We ask that your spirit of 

peace and reconciliation will lead them to maintain respectful 

communications with one another in order to increase the security of the 

whole world. 

Lord, keep us close to you and faithful in prayer. Lord, in your mercy: 

hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we pray for all in any kind of need at this time. We give thanks 

for the communities rallying to provide help for families and individuals 

struggling as a result of the pandemic. We pray for services providing 

support for mental health and wellbeing and for those suffering 

domestic or family violence. We pray for adequate resources to meet 

this ever-growing need and for the safety of all. During the school 

holidays, we pray for all teachers that they will be refreshed after the 

difficult term and for wise decisions about the resumption of face-to-

face teaching. 

PRAYERS  
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Lord, keep us close to you and 

faithful in prayer. Lord, in your 

mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we continue to give 

thanks for the health workers who 

are the front line in the response to 

COVID19. We pray for their health 

and for the wellbeing of their 

families. We pray for families who 

are mourning the loss of loved ones 

at this time and for those 

supporting family members 

experiencing challenges to their 

physical or mental health. We pray 

especially for those on our parish 

prayer list, for Joyce Bannister; 

Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; 

John Burns; June Cameron; Grace 

Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger, 

Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; 

David Morgan; Graham Norman; 

Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; 

Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane 

Smith; Margaret Stephenson; 

Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; 

Geoff Voller and Bob Woods.                  

Rest your healing hand on them 

good Lord.  

Lord, keep us close to you and 

faithful in prayer. Lord, in your 

mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord God we give thanks for the 

gentle souls who have touched this 

world with grace and for those who 

have loved us and whom we have 

loved.  We pray for the recently 

departed and also for those who 

have their year’s mind at this time: 

Rev Dr John Beer, Susan Gai 

Laurence, Stanley Richardson, John 

Corkhill, George Gregory, Helen 

Bell and Ronald Berghofer.  May we 

with them and all the saints be 

welcome at your heavenly banquet. 

Almighty God, you have promised 

to hear our prayers. Grant that what 

we have asked in faith we may by 

your grace receive through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 27th September – Vincent De Paul, priest and worker with 

           the poor (d.1660)    

 Wednesday 29th September - Michael and All Angels 

 Thursday 30th September - Jerome, priest and Biblical Scholar  

           (d.420) 
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