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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 26th February 2023  

First Sunday in Lent   

8.00am     Said Eucharist                                                                                                                          

9.30am    Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                                                     

10.30am      Midweek Communion in the Chapel of Christ’s Passion                                                                       

 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 

who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
Please do not take photos 

inside the church or dur-

ing the services of wor-

ship without permission.  

Photos  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year A   Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist             for next Sunday 

Genesis 2.15-17;3.1-7                  The First Reading        Genesis 12.1-4a                            

Ps 32      The Psalm     Ps 121                                                                                                                       

Romans 5.12-21    The Epistle                     Romans 4.1-5 (6-12) 13-17                   

Matthew 4.1-11    The Gospel                     John 3.1-17  
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Everyone is invited to join us  

at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how                

Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some 

stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have 

it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the   Chalice to their lips, others 

like to take it into their hands, while 

others prefer not to touch it at all. 

None of these variations really matter 

but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern 

for other worshippers, we ask you not 

to dip your bread into the wine. If you 

are uncomfortable receiving from the 

Common Cup  the practice in our    

Parish is to receive the bread  only.  

Judging by the number of people who 

do it, many must imagine that not                         

receiving the Chalice to the lips but 

dipping the wafer or bread into the 

cup (called intinction) is a more                          

hygienic way of receiving the                           

Sacrament. Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the 

wine they are dipping into has                

already been in contact with the lips 

of others, with all the best                        

intentions in the world, the fingers of 

those who dip often come in                    

contact with the wine. Disease can 

spread more easily through the hands 

than through the lips, making this 

method the most  unhygienic.  In           

addition, the Prayer Book directs that 

all consecrated wine must be                 

consumed before it leaves the 

Church, meaning that someone,                  

usually the Chalice Assistant or the 

Celebrant, has to drink the left-over 

wine that has had multiple contacts 

with hands.  

In order to protect others it is                   

perhaps understandable to want to 

dip if one has sore lips or has a cold, 

but the consensus of the Church is 

that taking only the bread is fully                

participating in Communion. 

Flowers as a 

Memorial 

Decorating our 

church with                  

flowers is one way 

to remember a 

loved one or in thanksgiving for a 

special event. If you would like to 

give flowers in memory of  a loved 

one, or as an offering of thanksgiving 

please contact Judith Laurence the 

week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 

0438041726 and contact Caroline in 

the parish office at                                         

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au            

to arrange the wording  

 

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us to 

remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. Thank 

you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St Paul’s and               

beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin. 

Parish Prayer List 

At St Paul’s, we pray by name for people who have  either asked for our 

prayers or for whom someone else has made a request. This list is                    

updated every 3 months or when we receive a new request.  Some 

names are on our list on a long-term basis while others  reflect a more                        

immediate need and are short term.  

We will only be reading the names on the short-term list in the                   

services but the whole list will still be included in the printed prayers for 

parishioners to use throughout the week. The full list of names will be 

read in our midweek service. 

Names can be added to or removed from the lists at any time. 

 News from St Paul’s …  
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Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of             

Parishioners for the Anglican Parish 

of  St. Paul’s, Burwood, will be held to-

day, Sunday 26th of March at 11.00 

a.m. 

Please see the attached Agenda. 

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN PARISH, 

BURWOOD,                                                 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                                                                      

SUNDAY 26th of MARCH, 2023                                                                    

AGENDA 

(a) to receive the declarations of 

 those persons then present 

(b) to determine whether a quorum 

 is present 

(c) to elect a minute secretary 

(d) to receive apologies 

(e) to receive notification of the 

 name of the person appointed 

 by the minister as a warden 

(f) to elect 2 qualified persons to  be 

 wardens 

(g) to determine whether or not 

 qualified persons should be 

 elected as members of the           

 parish council and if in the                  

 affirmative: 

(i) to resolve that there be 3, 6 or 9 

 elected persons, and 

 

(ii) to elect qualified persons to be 

 those members 

(h) to elect parish nominators 

(i) to elect a qualified person or 

 persons to the office of auditor 

 of the financial statements 

 and accounts of the wardens, 

 and 

 (j) to receive a report about 

 ministry within the parish from 

 the minister 

(k) to receive a report from the              

wardens about the exercise of 

wardens’ functions 

(l) to receive and pass or             

 otherwise determine on the            

 financial statements of the               

 wardens 

(m) to receive and pass or               

 otherwise determine on the            

 financial statements of the           

 trustees of Blacket House 

(n) to make such recommendations 

 as it may wish on any matter               

 connected with the business of 

 the church or parish, including 

 any matter which it is                    

 appropriate for the wardens or 

 parish council to deal with 

(o) to give directions as to the            

 confirmation of the minutes of the 

 meeting at or after its conclusion 
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Bus Trip Return 

Now that COVID is not so much of a problem 

we are considering bringing back the bus 

trips. The first one will be in the spring, date 

and destination yet to be determined. 

We have been offered a 22 seater bus for 

our use. I need to have some feedback regarding interest in people want-

ing to join these trips before I proceed. 

Please let me know if you are interested. 

Contact Pam Brock email pambrock@hotmail.com or 0402547892 

            

Street Stall  

Fundraising 

Saturday 29th 

April 9am -1pm 

 

Street Stall at the front of the 

church (weather permitting) 

Selling Jams, Marmalades, Butters, 

Chutneys, plants, cakes, biscuits, 

bric-a-brac 

Help needed with setting up,             

selling, putting away.  

Cooking Cakes/biscuits needed 

Please contact Pam to offer help 

on the day as well as offer to 

make cakes/biscuits for sale. 

FOOD FOR PARISH PANTRY 

PLEASE HELP  

The Pantry is running out of food 

fast. Can you please help?  

Any food, perishable,or non-

perishable, fruit or vegetables, 

bread. If you can’t shop and would 

like to make a donation we can 

shop for you. 

Please talk to Jane Cordina or 

Rosemary. 

Thank you.  

mailto:pambrock@hotmail.com
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  Trading Table  

 

 

The Trading Table made $89.50 for sales last Sunday. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see 

below for the varieties).   

Butters                                                                                                                              

Lemon & Lime, Lemon/Lime/Passion fruit 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                           

Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce,                   

Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin and Sesame Chutney 

Jams                                                                                                                                  

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Quince Jelly, Apple 

Jelly,Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,  

Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, PawPaw/Pineapple & Ginger Jam,  Gua-

va Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam, Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple, Blue-

berry & Apple, Raspberry Jam, Peach Liqueur Jam, Apricot Jam, Apricot 

& Passionfruit Jam, Plum Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                     

Lime, Shredded Lime, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange & 

Cranberry, Lemon, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange & 

Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus 

Jelly, Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Cardomen & 

Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style,                   

Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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2023 Tuesday Lunchtime Recitals 

The first of our monthly recitals was held last Tuesday 21st February. Organist, 

Callum Tolhurst-Close chose an interesting program, with music from J S Bach 

to Australian composer, Graeme Koehne.  

Program 

Voluntary No.1 in D - William Boyce (1711-1779) 

                    Five Short Pieces founded on Hymn Tune - Charles Hylton Stewart               

1884-1932) 

1. Caithness                                                                                                                             

2. Babylon’s Streams                                                                                                                     

3. Croft’s 136th                                                                                                                             

4. St Peter                                                                                                                             

5. Aberystwyth 

     Fantasia in G minor BWV542 - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

                      To His Servant Bach, God Grants a Final Glimpse - Graeme Koehne 

(b.1956) 

               Vater Unser im Himmelreich - Georg Böhm (1661-1733) 

                  Andante in E flat from Three Pieces for Chamber Organ                                                

– S S Wesley  (1810-1876)   

Piece d’Orgue BWV572 - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Callum offered special moments of meditation and reflection, interspersed with 

livelier moods. His command of the Davidson organ was impressive, and he 

found tonal contrasts which enhanced the pieces. The registration was highly 

effective and complemented his program choices. 

J S Bach’s Pièce d’orgue was the final piece. Callum played the virtuosic open-

ing with nimble fingers, akin to a ‘tinkling of bells. The middle section is almost 

restless in its structure with the final section bringing resolution. This piece re-

quires of an organist a broad palette of technical skills and musical perception; 

Callum’s performance was one of which he should be justly proud. 

Our grateful thanks to Callum for performing such a moving and enlightening 

program. 

Sheryl Southwood OAM                                                                                                

Recital Convenor  
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.00am-10.30am.  

With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now 

spending in excess of $800 per week.  

Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us 

$200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir who are now 

picking up the tab for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED                                     

Plain flour                                                          

Breakfast cereal                                                       

Long life milk                                                            

2 minute noodles                                               

Complete meals in a box or a tin                   

Spreads eg honey, jam, peanut butter                                                             

Margarine                                                             

Sweet and Savoury biscuits                             

Sugar                                                                   

Salt                                                                     

Cooking oil                                                                                       

Margarine                                                             

Rice wine                                                                 

Soy sauce                                                         

Large tins of tuna                                              

Rice and pasta                                                      

Pasta sauce                                             

Tinned tomatoes                                               

Fresh eggs 

WOMEN’S Toiletries                                         

Soaps                                                                 

Deodorant                                                    

Safety razors                                                    

Tooth brushes & paste                                      

Shampoo & conditioner  
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 *For General & Offertory                  

Donations                        

please use the following account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls                          

Anglican Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           

Account #:    250028 

 

*For Parish Pantry &  For                        

Community Choir Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              

BSB:         032 062                                                 

Account #:         812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Offertory -                                                 

Collection given at St Paul’s this 

week and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $1025                                                            

≈ Parish Pantry: $445                                            

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$1470 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector 

and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be used at 

their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish." 

 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                    

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter 

to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the             

    Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for   

    Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $50 

per simple search and $100 per complex search. The fees may include a 

copy of documents if available.  
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The First Sunday in Lent  

Genesis 2.15-17; 3. 1-7; Psalm 32;                                  

Romans 5.12-21; Matthew 4.1-11  

The fall of humanity into the sin of disobedience 

was engineered by Satan through the temptation 

to acquire the forbidden power of knowledge and 

wisdom. The psalmist tells us that the burden of sin is relieved by prayer 

and trust in God, accepting instruction and counselling obediently, but 

humanity is still doomed to live as sinners. The gift of grace is offered by 

the one man who was able to resist the temptation to power and whose 

obedience to God’s will ensured that death no longer had dominion.  

 Pray for the humility to live in obedience to God’s will, and to accept 

with gratitude the gift of grace offered by our Saviour.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of                

Melanesia.  

Text: S Z Hadgraft St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican Board of                      

Mission, 2023  

Name Badges 

Don’t forget to wear your name badge so that 

new comers can get to know you.  

If you are a new parishioner and need a name 

badge, please fill out the form at the back of 

the church. Thank you. 
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Meet George Santos, the 'mini Trump' Republican who lied his 

way into the US Congress - By Joanna Robin in New York and North 

America correspondent Carrington Clarke  

George Santos's name has dominated headlines in the United States for 

weeks. 

But the freshman congressman has yet to update the signage at his dis-

trict office in Douglaston, Queens. 

The brown-brick shopfront in New York's third congressional district still 

bears the name of Mr Santos's Democratic predecessor, although office 

staff claim plans for a refit are "underway". 

Even without putting his stamp on the office, Mr Santos's constituents 

seem acutely aware of the media spotlight on their new local member in 

the US House of Representatives, who is accused of lying about his back-

ground to win votes. 

Many passers-by were scathing of his conduct.  

"I think he's a phoney," said Carol Santrani, who was walking with friends. 

"He should resign. And he should maybe even be prosecuted." 

Ms Santrani's friend, Marylin Gold-Mandell, agreed. 

"I feel the same way," she said.  

"He lied. And he shouldn't be allowed to represent anybody."  

Mr Santos was hailed as a rising star in the Republican Party after defeat-

ing Democrat Robert Zimmerman in the contest for the open congres-

sional seat last November. 

His sparkling credentials and moving personal story made him a formi-

dable opponent on paper.  

 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  
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But, in reality, the son of Brazilian migrants who boasted Wall Street          

business acumen was far from what he seemed.   

After twice slipping through his party's vetting processes — he ran for 

office unsuccessfully in 2020 — Mr Santos was outed as a serial liar by 

the New York Times shortly after his election. 

Revelations of his mounting falsehoods have since led to calls for his 

removal from office, from both sides of politics, and angered his                 

constituents. 

"He looks the part," said Laurie Fox, who has lived in the area for 

roughly two decades. 

"However, reading into his history, my dog is more qualified." 

So far, top Republicans including House Speaker Kevin McCarthy have 

stood by their embattled colleague, dubbed "Scamtos" on Twitter. 

But amid the snowballing scandals, including investigations into his 

campaign financing and business dealings, it remains to be seen 

whether Mr Santos will face serious political or legal consequences. 

How George Santos duped voters 

Ahead of the 2022 midterm elections, George Santos described                   

himself as "a first-generation American born in Queens", who aspired 

to be the first openly gay Republican to win a House seat as a                     

non-incumbent. 

His maternal grandparents fled Jewish persecution in Ukraine, settled 

in Belgium, then escaped to Brazil during World War II, according to his 

campaign biography. 

Mr Santos claimed his parents later immigrated to the United States "in 

search of the American dream", and his mother, Fatima Devolder,                 

became the "first female executive at a major financial institution". 

His own impressive CV had him following in her footsteps, pursuing a 

career in finance at top Wall Street firms, after excelling at university 

where he ranked in the top 1 per cent of his undergraduate class then 
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received an MBA from New York University. 

On the campaign trail, he railed against the "radical left" and pledged 

"to end the inflation crisis and lower gas prices", moulding himself in 

the image of Donald Trump and parroting his talking points. 

Mr Santos even cited the former president's book, Trump: The Art of the 

Deal, as his favourite. 

And the pitch seemed to work. 

He amassed enough cash from donors to bankroll his campaign, then 

flipped a pivotal seat as Republicans swept all four on Long Island. 

The region was an election night bright spot for the Republican Party, 

which underperformed elsewhere, securing only a razor-thin majority in 

the House and failing to win back the Senate. 

But Mr Santos's political career may have peaked that night, with the 

candidate who listed "integrity and honesty" in government among his 

political passions swiftly outed as a con man. 

Exposing the Republican's litany of lies 

There was a major flaw with the life story George Santos had sold voters 

— most of it was bogus. 

In late December, the New York Times revealed the congressman-elect 

had fabricated much of his biography, including by inventing a vast fam-

ily-owned real estate portfolio and an animal rescue charity. 

After the investigation dropped, Mr Santos acknowledged his "resume 

embellishment" but refused to back down. 

"I will be sworn in," he said in a radio interview. 

"I will take office." 

Mr Santos reportedly never worked at Goldman Sachs or Citigroup, as 

he had claimed.  

He didn't attend Baruch College, New York University or any other           

tertiary institution. 
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Questions have also swirled around the veracity of his claim his grand-

parents survived the Holocaust, after genealogical records obtained by 

a Jewish publication showed his mother's parents were born in Brazil. 

He has since admitted to being raised Catholic.  

"I never claimed to be Jewish," Mr Santos told the New York Post.  

"I am Catholic. Because I learned my maternal family had a Jewish 

background, I said I was 'Jew-ish'." 

Mr Santos also repeatedly pushed the lie his mother was working in the 

south tower of World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, surviving 

only to die of cancer years later. 

In July 2021, he further twisted the truth by tweeting "9/11 claimed my 

mother's life". 

Several US media outlets have now reported not only was Ms Devolder 

not in New York during the terrorist attack but a 2003 visa application 

also showed she had returned to Brazil in 1999. 

Mr Santos has often tried to falsely tie himself to national tragedies; he 

also claimed without proof that a company he worked for "lost four             

employees" in the mass shooting at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, 

Florida, in 2016. 

Adding another ironic layer of confusion, the congressman has rejected 

other people's claims about his past, including that he competed as a 

drag queen in Brazil and stole funds intended to save the life of a                  

veteran's service dog. 

While lying to the public may be unethical and unpopular, it's not                

necessarily a crime or even a violation of House ethics rules, according 

to John Mark Hansen, a political science professor at the University of 

Chicago. 

"As far as I know, the rules don't say anything about how you have to tell 

the truth about where your degree came from or whether you had                    

Jewish grandparents or not," he said. 
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"What I think is potentially a problem for him is that a lot of [the scrutiny] 

relates to where he got his money for his campaign."  

Mr Santos's brazenness has led state and federal prosecutors to examine 

his personal and campaign-related financial filings, which could poten-

tially uncover criminal wrongdoing. 

It has also led Brazilian authorities to reopen a 2008 criminal fraud case 

against him. 

"The gravest danger for him is in the campaign finance area," Mr Hansen 

said.  

The ABC visited Mr Santos's district office and was told by a staff mem-

ber, who would not give his name, to direct questions for the congress-

man via email to two communications officers in his Washington DC of-

fice. 

Neither responded in time for publication.  

The local reporter who saw the red flags 

While George Santos's backstory spectacularly unravelled in the wake of 

his election to the House, Long Island's North Shore Leader, a local news 

outlet, sounded the alarm about his creative accounting back in                      

September. 

Reporter Maureen Daly questioned how Mr Santos's personal wealth had 

inexplicably skyrocketed in just two years. 

Citing his campaign finance disclosures, she noted he had no assets 

worth more than $US5,000 ($7,200) in 2020. 

But in 2022, Mr Santos pegged his net worth at $US11 million ($15.9                  

million) including "personal bank accounts of between $1 million and $5 

million; a condo in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, of between $500,000 and $1                  

million; and business interests of between $1 million and $5 million". 

Ms Daly expressed her surprise that a man of such purported means 

would live in a humble rented apartment in Queens. 
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But in a shifting national media landscape where hard-hitting local 

news is underfunded and disappearing, the story failed to cut through. 

Gregory Wawro, a professor of political science at Columbia Universi-

ty, said Republican Party leadership should also shoulder some of the 

blame for overlooking, or ignoring, several signals of wrongdoing. 

"The biggest hurdle that a congressional candidate faces in winning 

office is raising the extraordinary amounts of money that you need to 

make a race competitive," he said. 

"And [Mr Santos] went from basically being an uncompetitive                     

candidate, to being a candidate who could raise enough money to run 

a race and be successful in the New York media market, which is                

insanely expensive." 

Mr Wawro described congressional candidates as "individual                       

entrepreneurs", who raise their own money and put together their own 

organisations to seek their party's nomination. 

"It's very hard to do if you don't have a network, if you're not a candi-

date who has held prior elected office," he said.  

"But Santos managed to do that."  

In 2022, Mr Santos took in an eyewatering $US3 million ($4.3 million) 

in political donations.  

How he managed to do that is now being closely scrutinised. 

Recently, his connection to businessman Andrew Intrater, who is the 

cousin of a Russian oligarch sanctioned by the US government, has 

raised national security concerns. 

Mr Intrater and his wife each donated the maximum $US5,800 (around 

$8,300) to Mr Santos's campaign, as well as tens of thousands more to 

political committees linked to him in recent years, according to Feder-

al Election Committee (FEC) filings obtained by The Washington Post. 

With Mr Santos's encouragement, Mr Intrater also invested $US625,000 

(nearly $900,000) in a business accused of operating a Ponzi scheme. 
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He told The New York Times he too 

felt duped by the congressman and 

had taken his concerns to the                

Securities and Exchange                     

Commission (SEC). 

One of the most generous contribu-

tors to Mr Santos’s campaign, 

though, was the candidate himself. 

Over a year he lent himself about 

$US700,000 (more than $1 million) 

through a series of incremental pay-

ments, the source of which is              

unknown. 

Mr Wawro said that while recent     

decisions by the US Supreme Court 

had "opened the floodgates" for 

"ungodly sums of money to be fun-

nelled into congressional races", 

the FEC has strict rules governing 

how candidates raise and spend 

money. 

For example, there is a strict cap of 

$US5,000 (about $7,100) per person 

for contributions to campaigns and 

candidates are not allowed to                 

accept contributions from non-US 

citizens or spend the money on  

personal expenses. 

But Mr Wawro said the bipartisan 

agency was unlikely to use its "most 

extreme powers" in this instance. 

 

Congress also has the power to             

discipline its members, by                        

referring matters to the House eth-

ics committee. 

The House can then vote to censure 

or expel a member, but a two-thirds 

majority is required to do the latter 

— meaning a number of Mr Santos's 

colleagues would need to agree to 

oust him. 

A censure only requires a simple 

majority, but even that seems a high 

bar as long as Mr Santos retains the 

support of the House speaker. 

Republicans have a five-seat major-

ity in the House — a margin so thin, 

Mr Wawro said, "they can't afford to 

lose a single seat". 

And any representatives looking to 

force Mr Santos out would need to 

weigh the risk of further destabilis-

ing Kevin McCarthy's already shaky 

grip on the speakership. 

Santos's toughest critics may be 

those closest to home 

As the saying goes, all politics is   

local.  

Sally Marzouk, a lifelong resident of 

Great Neck, Long Island, said she 

was shocked by the way her district 

had been taken advantage of. 
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She recently joined Concerned   

Citizens of NY-03, a nonpartisan 

group started by her neighbour, 

with one goal: "Removing George 

Santos from office, as quickly as 

possible." 

While she was offended by Mr           

Santos's lies, particularly as a Jewish 

American, she said she was more 

concerned by the impact he could 

have on local services.  

"I'm a businessperson. I look at 

things from a practical standpoint," 

she said. 

"Our congressman is supposed to 

provide public money and oversee 

its proper expenditure for our              

district.  

"So the fact that nobody's going to 

listen to him in DC — he is a fraud 

and everybody knows it — [means] 

we're not going to get any money 

for local issues like repaving our 

roads and federal aid for our 

schools." 

Concerned Citizens of NY-03 is   

one of several grassroots groups 

that has sprung up to represent the 

more than 700,000 New Yorkers in 

Mr Santos's district. 

Last week, dozens of furious constit-

uents converged on his Douglaston 

office to protest, demanding his  

resignation.  

Many have also expressed their 

concerns on social media and plan 

to lobby Mr McCarthy directly via a 

letter-writing campaign, hoping to 

sway the speaker to change his 

mind.  

But for now, he is firmly backing Mr 

Santos, even placing him on two 

congressional committees, for small 

business and science. 

"The voters of his district have 

elected him. He is seated. He is part 

of the Republican conference," Mr 

McCarthy recently told reporters. 

While that may be true, Mr Santos's 

constituents seem unlikely to                   

accept the man one of them                    

described as a "mini Trump" or to 

quietly let him finish out his                   

two-year term. 

"If need be, we'll go down to                  

Washington and knock on doors 

and just tell people, 'We are not 

happy. And we're not going away'," 

Ms Marzouk said. 

"This district is a vocal district.  

"We are tough New Yorkers — we're 

not someplace else in the country. 

We are not going to back down and 

we're not going anywhere." 
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George Pell: the Faith vs the Institution - By George Browning 

Cardinal George Pell’s vision of a church beyond criticism, its edicts to 

be slavishly followed, and governed almost exclusively by elderly men 

sits very uncomfortably with Christ’s proclamation of the Kingdom of 

God and our contemporary world. 

The death of Cardinal George Pell has dominated the news cycle over 

several days. Understandably the focus has been on the scandal of child 

abuse within the Church and the way the Cardinal is perceived to have 

responded from his position of considerable power and influence. What I 

believe has received far too little attention has been his resolute support 

for the Church as an institution rather than commitment to the Church as 

the body of Christ. 

The Sermon on the Mount is prefaced with the Beatitudes which describe 

the Christ likeness upon which the Kingdom of God is founded. It is not 

hard to recognise pope Francis against the backdrop of gentleness,             

humility and meekness described here, hardly a catastrophe as the            

Cardinal is supposed to have described his pontificate. 

It must surely be beyond dispute that Cardinal Pell was a divisive force 

because in all circumstances he backed the institution, despite all its  

failings, while less obviously championing the mission for which the             

institution evolved in the first place and for which any justification for its 

continuation must rest. 

The reality is of course that no institution will survive unless it is seen to 

transparently serve the mission for which it evolved. Ironically it is 

George Pell’s position on the Church as an institution, not the pontificate 

of Pope Francis, that most threatens the continued life of the Roman Cath-

olic Church. Pope Francis is seen by Christians across all denominations, 

as well as the world community, as exemplifying the life of Christ, 

through compassion, inclusiveness, non-judgemental acceptance, love of 

the poor, and personal humility of life. It is hardly a catastrophe for a 

leader to manifest the attributes of godliness. Rather than the pontiff              

being a catastrophe, he has renewed hope that even now the institution 
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might be redeemed to serve the mission of Christ in diverse contexts 

and cultures. 

Put the institution first, be it a political party, a bank, or a Church, and its 

demise becomes inevitable. Reform the institution in light of changing 

circumstance and the need to serve the greater good beyond the institu-

tion, and it may find continued relevance. 

Why did the Cardinal put the Church on such a high pedestal, requiring 

it to be beyond criticism and its edicts to be slavishly followed. A little 

anecdote may throw some light. 

Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops of NSW met annually for fellow-

ships and discussion, alternately hosted by one or another Sydney Arch-

bishop during my time as bishop of Canberra and Goulburn. Archbish-

ops Jensen and Pell found much common ground in their social, and reli-

gious conservatism. Of course, they shared no common ground on the 

most important issue, their views on the channel by which God’s grace 

and salvation is efficacious were mutually exclusive. 

On one occasion I found myself becoming more and more irritated by 

the ex-cathedra like address being delivered by the Cardinal. I rather 

rudely interrupted him and said: Archbishop, it sounds as if you believe 

the Roman Catholic Church and the Kingdom of God are co-terminus. 

My fellow bishops of both persuasions did their best to behave as if they 

were not present! There was a long and rather embarrassing silence, 

which terminated by the Cardinal’s assent by default to that proposition. 

Now, clearly if that is your position, many of the initiatives of Pope               

Francis are a catastrophe. In this circumstance it would be a catastrophe 

to meet with leaders and members of other Christian Churches as fellow 

channels of grace. It would be a catastrophe to meet with leaders of            

other faiths as co-workers. It would be a catastrophe to weaken the               

power of the sacerdotal priesthood by welcoming lay people to                 

positions of authority, or contemplating a place at the table for women. 

Believing the Catholic Church and the Kingdom of God are co-terminus 

is simply not credible and most certainly has no biblical warrant. The  
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activity of God and the movement of the spirit is in no way confined to 

the Church – of any flavour or colour. 

The watershed moment in Matthew’s Gospel narrative is  almost                      

certainly Peter’s acclamation of faith at Caesarea Philippi – You are the 

Christ the Son of the Living God – to which Christ replies: You are Peter 

and on this rock I will build my Church. As is well known, Πέτρα is Greek 

for rock. The ʹrockʹ is Peter’s statement of faith. Over the centuries it has            

become obvious that statements or acts of faith are more likely to 

emerge from the weak, powerless, and humble than from the powerful. 

The Church and its leadership must be built on such as these. To be in 

the company of ʹtheseʹ is, more often than not, to be in the company of 

women, and as Jesus said, to be in the company of children. 

The vista of a Church governed almost exclusively by elderly men sits 

very uncomfortably with Christ’s proclamation of the Kingdom of God, 

quite apart from being a very uncomfortable fit with our contemporary 

world. 

There have been several watershed moments in the history of                    

Christianity. Constantine’s declaration that Christianity was the official 

religion of Empire, the 16th century invention of the printing press and 

the protestant Reformation, the rise of scientists such as Galileo, Newton, 

and Darwin, the Enlightenment, Europe’s colonisation of the new world, 

have all been such moments. There can be little doubt the 21st century 

is another such moment. Christianity is not at risk, God in Jesus needs 

no defender, but what is as yet unknown is the structure and shape of 

Church which will best support the living faith of millions. 

KEYS  

If you have any church keys that you no longer need, 

please return them to either the office or Rosemary. 
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St Bartholomew the Great: still secret in Smithfield 

The City of London’s oldest parish church marks its 900th anniversary this 

year, writes Charlotte Gauthier in a new book 

“THIS spiritual house Almighty God shall inhabit, and hallow it, and glori-

fy it: and His eyes shall be open and His ears intending upon this house 

night and day, that the asker in it shall receive, the seeker shall find, and 

the ringer or knocker shall enter. Truly, every soul converted [and]       

penitent of his sin, and in this place praying, shall be graciously heard in 

heaven.” 

Those who have greeted visitors to the Priory Church of St Bartholomew 

the Great — the church that Rahere built in fulfilment of his vow to St             

Bartholomew, and about which the Apostle spoke the words quoted above 

— will countless times have heard some variation of the sentiment “I don’t 

really believe in God, but there’s something about this place. . .” 

There is something about it, though whether what the visitor experiences 

the moment they enter is the presence of God or the comforting weight of 

history or the palpable expression of what the Creed means by “the com-

munion of saints” must be left to their own understanding. 

Certainly, many of our forebears would have traced the workings of God’s 

providence in the 900 years of the priory church’s history. We live in an 

age that is (perhaps justly) wary of metanarratives — of overarching         

interpretations of history that seem to mould all events together into a             

cohesive story, as though they had been consciously shaped for a                  

particular end. 

Historians more than anyone should be cautious about the human tenden-

cy to shape facts to fit our individual desires. Yet in some sense our                

forebears had the advantage of us: they did not share our modern                  

embarrassment about ascribing to providence (rather than to a stream of 

implausibly fortuitous happenstance) the events and people that have 

made it possible for St Bartholomew the Great to serve God and the              

people of the City of London continuously for the past 900 years. 
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ANOTHER continual refrain of visitors who stumble upon St Bartholomew 

the Great is “I never knew this church existed.” It is a phrase as likely to 

be uttered by someone who has lived in the neighbourhood 30 years as 

by the tourist who arrived in London yesterday. 

Screened from Smithfield by an ancient gate and a sunken narrow path, 

and from Cloth Fair by a pleasant churchyard that looks like nothing so 

much as a garden belonging to the surrounding residences, the church is 

easy to miss. It was as easy — or perhaps easier — to miss in 1839, when 

the architect and antiquarian George Godwin called it “a most interesting 

relic of olden time, — which, although situated in the midst of the City of 

London, and open to the inspection of all its inhabitants, is comparatively 

little known and less sought for, even by those who are curious in such                 

matters”. 

St Bartholomew’s Priory resisted the efforts of its late-medieval inhabit-

ants to turn it into a place of mass pilgrimage. It unobtrusively                         

decayed behind rows of smothering buildings — bits of it being                       

alienated at need for secular uses — for several centuries after the Disso-

lution of the Monasteries. 

As a Victorian parish church, it remained largely hidden in what was then 

a slum, even as the great and good descended upon it to open various 

parts as they were restored by the Webb family of architects during the 

decades of their involvement. It remains largely hidden today despite its 

appearance in numerous feature films and its frequent use as a concert 

venue. 

ANOTHER continual refrain of visitors who stumble upon St Bartholomew 

the Great is “I never knew this church existed.” It is a phrase as likely to 

be uttered by someone who has lived in the neighbourhood 30 years as 

by the tourist who arrived in London yesterday. 

Screened from Smithfield by an ancient gate and a sunken narrow path, 

and from Cloth Fair by a pleasant churchyard that looks like nothing so 

much as a garden belonging to the surrounding residences, the church is 

easy to miss. It was as easy — or perhaps easier — to miss in 1839, when 
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the architect and antiquarian George Godwin called it “a most interesting 

relic of olden time, — which, although situated in the midst of the City of 

London, and open to the inspection of all its inhabitants, is comparatively 

little known and less sought for, even by those who are curious in such              

matters”. 

St Bartholomew’s Priory resisted the efforts of its late-medieval inhabit-

ants to turn it into a place of mass pilgrimage. It unobtrusively decayed 

behind rows of smothering buildings — bits of it being alienated at need 

for secular uses — for several centuries after the Dissolution of the             

Monasteries. 

As a Victorian parish church, it remained largely hidden in what was then 

a slum, even as the great and good descended upon it to open various 

parts as they were restored by the Webb family of architects during the 

decades of their involvement. It remains largely hidden today despite its 

appearance in numerous feature films and its frequent use as a concert 

venue. 

Centuries of quiet lives have been given in devotion to St Bartholomew’s, 

from that of its first canon and first prior, and those canons and priors who 

followed him, to the rectors during the Webb restoration who spent both 

their personal wealth and their own heart’s blood to minister to the                   

people and bring the church back from ruin, to the curate (himself later 

rector) who spent nights kicking incendiary bombs from its roof during 

the Blitz at the risk of his own life. 

Centuries of laypeople, known and (mostly) unknown — from the possi-

bly apocryphal children who helped Rahere gather stones for the founda-

tion, to Charlotte Hart, for more than 30 years parish sextoness, who on 

her death in 1889 left the church her unsuspected wealth; to the Webb 

family, to whom we owe both the church as it presently stands and much 

of our understanding of its history; to the pioneering Mrs Burne, the only 

female rector’s warden in the City of London in 1937; to those who sit and 

worship in their accustomed seats or serve in their accustomed places 

each Sunday in the present day — have given their time and money and 

prayers for its preservation. The church is built upon them as much as        
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upon its piers of stone. 

FROM its beginning, the priory church has gone through cycles of 

wealth and expansion, followed by reverse and decay. Prior Rahere’s 

great beginning in 1123 was punctuated by long stoppages of work as 

funds ran out; the priory was still incomplete at its founder’s death. The 

impecunious canons of the later Middle Ages nearly beggared                 

themselves by improving the church and extending hospitality in            

accordance with the rule of their Order. 

The orgy of wanton destruction we euphemistically call the Dissolution 

of the Monasteries was followed by centuries of neglect, which brought 

the church to the point of ruin. The vision, generosity, and painfully slow 

and difficult labour of several generations then effected its glorious             

renewal, the fruits of which we enjoy today. 

“Mystic Prophet Dream Girls”: A literary trope for our                    

apocalyptic age - By Danielle Terceiro 

In this time of plague, war, displacement, political unease, and climate 

change, there is a sense that this could be our ending: morally and exis-

tentially. It sometimes feels as though we have been plunged into the 

pages of a dystopian narrative. The time is ripe for prophets, even if we 

aren’t inclined to listen to them — individuals who are not afraid to stand 

apart and call for a repentance, or a turning around to a better way 

while there is still time. 

In the literary context, this prophet has arrived in the form of a young 

woman: what I call the Mystic Prophet Dream Girl. There are four exam-

ples of this new literary trope to which I’d like to draw your attention: 

Blandine from Tess Gunty’s The Rabbit Hutch — the mystic who stands 

against corrupt development; 

Florence from the third novel in Ali Smith’s “Seasons Quartet”, Spring, 

who seeks to humanise the bureaucratic machine with compelling truth; 

Zebra from Azareen Van der Vliet Oloomi’s Call Me Zebra, who is on a 

mission to save the abject exile; and 
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Lauren from the first novel in Octavia Butler’s Earthseed series, The                   

Parable of the Sower, who establishes a new community and a new reli-

gion to escape ravages of environmental and social destruction. 

Just why is it particularly apt, in our apocalyptic age, for a young woman 

to take on such a prophetic mantle? What does this trope tell us about our 

own visions for the future and the nature of any hope or resignation that it 

inscribed into it? 

The Mystic Prophet Dream Girl is related to the Manic Pixie Dream Girl 

— a girl you may have seen on the screen. The Manic Pixie Dream Girl is 

a quirky, bubbly, somewhat neurotic young woman who introduces all the 

colours of the world to a male protagonist, her future romantic mate, who 

would otherwise lead a life that is emotionally barren. 

The Mystic Prophet Dream Girl has a different calling. Her calling is not 

to romantic whimsy and the redemption of her male romantic partner 

from the emptiness of his inner life. Rather, her calling seems to include 

suffering within and on behalf of a world marked by trauma — a world 

that seems intent on self-harm. The Mystic Prophet Dream Girl under-

stands that the world is spiritually barren, and that the world is not able to 

self-diagnose itself as such, even as she tries to speak truth to its powers 

and effect a turnaround in individual lives. There is a kind of meta-

spirituality at play here in these novels that draws self-consciously on 

biblical scripts, even as it sometimes subverts or rejects these scripts. 

“The Rabbit Hutch”: Mystic portals 

In The Rabbit Hutch, Blandine is an orphan who has aged out of the foster 

care system. Her extremely fair and waif-like appearance codes her as 

having an otherworldliness: attractive to some, repellent to others. Blan-

dine was previously “Tiffany”, and has taken on the name of a second 

century, fifteen-year-old Christian martyr in an effort to “transcend the 

troublesome corporeality into which she was born and achieve untoucha-

bility”. This “troublesome corporeality” is linked in painful memory to 

being sexually groomed by her middle-aged drama teacher and now 

having “knowledge that one of the defining moments of her life was noth-

ing more than a solution to a tired equation”. 
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Blandine lives in Vacca Vale, a midwestern American town working 

through the trauma of its defilement: it used to be the site of an                        

automobile company that has left it contaminated it with mutation-

producing chemicals, and now its green belt, the Valley, is to be destroyed 

in a corruptly conceived redevelopment. 

Blandine describes Vacca Vale as a “travel guide” to Dante’s Purgatorio, 

and is particularly angered by the treachery of its local officials and their 

role the redevelopment of the Valley, a green area. She has a vantage 

point on this corruption that is like the temple-hole-in-the-wall vantage 

point given to the prophet Ezekiel, who witnesses the talk of those corrupt 

officials that have prioritised their own new housing developments and 

who consider that consider the “city is a pot, and we are the meat in it”. 

Blandine uses her vantage point to rain down a protest of twigs and (fake) 

blood. 

Blandine’s special connection to the Valley is linked to her reading of fe-

male Christian mystics such as Saint Teresa of Avila and Hildegard von 

Bingen: 

Blandine loves the mystics because they, unlike her, never stopped 

searching for portals. They treated prayer as a getaway car, cathedral as 

rabbit hole, suffering as wonderland, divine ecstasy as the cyclone that 

delivered a woman to color. The mystics never gave up on the Beyond, 

and they refused to leave the Green World. 

The opening of the Rabbit Hutch cues the expectation that Blandine will 

exit her body, and that the agony will be “sweet, as the mystics prom-

ised”. However, the resolution of this expectation involves a disturbing act 

of violence against the innocent. Blandine is expecting to experience it as 

an ecstatic “Seraph’s Assault”, but there is no angel, rather the confusing 

appearance of a “bioluminescent man in his fifties” who has set himself 

apart for a personal mission by rubbing glow stick ointment onto his 

body. 

The Rabbit Hutch drains Blandine of her frenetic energy and her desires 

for American political revolution (which she tables for later), and layers 

over her “dreams of total sufficiency and freedom from the market” with a 
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modest but intense need for human companionship in the here and now. 

In the wake of the violence, Blandine is severely injured, alone in hospital 

and with no emergency contact or family visitors. Her out-of-body expe-

rience leads to an intense desire for a real-world connection, which is 

provided in an unexpected, awkward, and yet welcome visit from Joan, a 

middle-aged neighbour from their Rabbit Hutch apartments. Blandine is 

the catalyst to for Joan’s renewed appreciation of ordinary life and the 

precious awkwardness of its interconnectedness. She has told Joan of her 

interest in female mystics, and Joan’s at once banal and profound person-

al revelation at the end of this novel is that we “should all take each other 

a little more seriously. I want to wake up.” 

The theologian Sarah Coakley considers that our contemporary culture 

has over-valued and falsely-psychologised the ecstatic states of mystics 

such as Saint Teresa of Avila. In the case of Saint Teresa, the most pro-

found insights she was given into the nature of God did not come through 

ecstatic experience, and she did not expect her experiences of union 

with God to result in a withdrawal from the everyday (using one of Blan-

dine’s portals). There is a quiet, quotidian, incarnational counterpoint to 

frenetic versions of “mysticism” woven into The Rabbit Hutch. 

“Spring”: Prophetic escapades 

Spring forms part of the “Seasons Quartet” of novels by Ali Smith (to 

which Smith added a further volume last year, titled Companion Piece), 

which explore the social and political realities of post-Brexit Britain. In 

Spring we meet a “legendary” 12-year-old girl of mysterious past, who is 

a detainee at an Immigration Detention Centre. Her escapades are be-

coming famous among the centre staff and include the ability to become 

invisible, evade video and other security measures, and turn up unex-

pectedly to chide those in charge. She turns up the CEO’s office and 

speaks words that effect an immediate turnaround in the cleanliness of 

toilet facilities. 

The most obvious literary allusion is to the character Marina in                           

Shakespeare’s play Pericles. Like Marina, our legendary girl appears at a 

brothel, and the brothel owners plead with authorities to remove her        
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because her moral persuasiveness makes her bad for business. In the 

space of half an hour, Spring’s legendary girl has persuaded clients out of 

“what they were in the middle of doing” and made the doorman unlock it 

so that fifteen sex-trafficked girls can run for their lives. 

When a detention centre officer named Brit (the homophone here is no 

doubt deliberate) meets this girl on a train-journey escape, the girl                   

introduces herself as Florence. Brit jokingly declares herself to be                 

Florence’s “machine”, without realising that she herself is, in fact, part of 

Florence’s “humanizing the machine programme”. As the two converse 

on the train, Florence explains how Brit could stop being an “inhuman” 

machine: 

We can change your job, the girl says.                                                                         

Can’t teach an old machine new tricks, Brit says.                                                    

Built-in obsolescence, the girl says. You’ll rust. But don’t worry, because when you 

do, we’ll oil you and adapt you and upgrade you to a new way of working.                                                     

We’ll see about that, Brit says.                                                                                    

We’ll see, we’ll see, with any luck like dragonflies from all the angles, the girls 

says. We’ll begin again. We’ll revolve.                                                                                   

You mean we’ll evolve, Brit says.                                                                                   

No, I mean revolve, the girl says. As in revolution. We’ll roll forward to a new 

place.                                                                                                                                         

You mean revolt, Brit says. You’re talking about revolting.                                           I 

mean revolve, the girl says.                                                                                            

No you don’t, Brit says.                                                                                                                  

I do. We’ll turn it round, the girl says. We’ll do it differently. 

Florence’s desire to see the machine “revolve” is closer to the biblical 

idea of repentance than we realise. Repentance is a turning away from 

something, and a turning towards something, all in the one revolution. 

There are some biblical links in this semantic chain: John the Baptist, the 

ascetic locust-eating prophet asks for people to “repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near”, in advance of the coming of Jesus; and Jesus 

announces that this kingdom will, in fact “do it differently”, and like Flor-

ence, he will have an interest in setting prisoners free. 
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John the Baptist’s courage in            

speaking truth to power — in his 

case, the corrupt court of the Jewish 

king — leads to his grisly death by 

beheading being served up as                

entertainment for the court. But  

Florence seems to have protection 

and an invisibility superpower                

during her escapades that align her 

more with the Old Testament  

prophet Elijah and his flea-in-the-

ointment encounters with King 

Ahab. 

“Call Me Zebra”: Literary PTSD 

Azareen Van der Vliet Oloomi’s Call 

Me Zebra is narrated by a young 

woman, a refugee from violent per-

secution in Iran, who travels from 

New York to Barcelona after the 

death of her father. At her father’s 

funeral her new name — Zebra — is 

revealed to her. The sharp flash of 

insight through which she receives 

and incorporates this new “truth” is 

characteristic of her way of being in 

the world: 

I watched the undertakers — three 

men dressed in black, all of them 

strangers — sow my father into the 

earth, thinking, as I did, that the              

juxtaposing stripes of light and 

darkness were sending a message 

to me, a message that consisted of 

that very word, zebra, which had 

spontaneously manifested itself as 

much as the truth does. The truth, 

which is odder than one expects. 

Zebra is an apt name because a 

zebra is “an animal striped black-

and-white like a prisoner of war; an 

animal that rejects all binaries, that 

represents ink on paper.” Zebra us-

es her delusional perceptions as the 

basis for an intricately reasoned           

literary narrative about her life as 

an abject exile. 

Zebra begins her story by detailing 

the history of her ancestors in Iran, 

who “pursued the life of the mind”, 

and by noting that her father 

“armed” her with literature and 

taught her the languages of the             

oppressed and oppressors because 

“the wheels of history are always 

turning and there is no knowing 

who will be run over next.” The 

“First Commandment” in this family 

is to “trust nobody and love nothing 

except literature”. 

On her way to Barcelona, Zebra re-

flects on Dante’s triangular purgato-

ry and pictures the world’s exiles — 

its “living dead” — as at the bottom 

of the “Pyramid of Exile, an elastic 

funnel in which the refuse of the 

world can be piled.” Zebra believes 
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that she has absorbed her father’s 

mind, and through an intense pro-

gram of interaction with the “Matrix 

of Literature” she develops her the-

ory of exile and primes her mind to 

receive “spontaneous signals” from 

this matrix. 

Zebra’s slippage from reality is 

shown by her adoption of a cocka-

too, Taüt, which she comes to see as 

representing the voice of her moth-

er, a voice with divine authority. 

Taüt disappears, and then reap-

pears, which gives Zebra 

“validation from the mind of the uni-

verse, and, therefore, from the 

fumes of my father for the direction 

in which I had chosen to take the 

Grand Tour of Exile.” Taüt’s divine 

authority reminds us of Félicité’s ri-

diculous yet poignant attachment to 

her parrot as representing the Holy 

Spirit in Gustave Flaubert’s novella 

A Simple Heart. 

And yet, while there is much that is 

ridiculous about Zebra’s “Grand 

Tour of Exile” and its thwarted at-

tempts to enact a manifesto built on 

the work of Nietzsche, Lorca, and 

Dalí, it is neither simple nor uncom-

plicated in the demands it makes on 

Zebra’s small, ragtag group of fol-

lowers. Zebra’s ex-boyfriend, Ludo, 

rails at Zebra in the wake of a pil-

grimage up a Catalan mountain that 

is swept away in an avalanche, and 

accuses her of “pathological                   

indifference to the living”. 

The sense of this novel’s ending is 

found in Zebra’s recuperation of the 

idea of love as “everywhere and no-

where at once”. She sails to Flor-

ence, the city to which Dante never 

returns from exile, and hopes to find 

Ludo. Zebra’s relentless joining-of-

the-literary-dots is put on hold. She 

hears the writers of the void speak, 

but only in the “calm susurrus” of 

the ocean as her boat comes to 

shore. Call Me Zebra suggests that 

the impulse toward “Grand Narra-

tives” can end up hurting the ones 

that want to love you, and that quiet-

ing the impulse to hyper-articulate 

meaning can open up a sense of 

quiet kinship with the whole world 

and its “loveable” mountains. 

Zebra clearly has delusions of pro-

phetic grandeur, but perhaps we 

have pause for thought when we 

consider that even the Old Testa-

ment prophet Elijah may have been 

her kin in this regard. Elijah tells a 

group of people assembled in King 

Ahab’s presence that he is “the only 

one of the Lord’s prophets left”, and 

yet Elijah has just been informed by 

Obadiah, a palace administrator, 
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about his top-secret work in hiding a hundred of the Lord’s prophets in 

two caves. The flipside to Elijah’s grandiosity is him prone and depressed 

under a broom tree, and Zebra’s flipside is her prone and taking pills in 

in a cold bath, and mediating, by means of “Dante the Pilgrim”, on how 

“hard a path it is for one who goes ascending and descending others’ 

stairs.” We are reminded that the “hard path” that Zebra has had to tread 

is not figurative, and that the death of her mother as they attempted to 

flee persecution has likely been a trigger for ongoing post-traumatic 

stress disorder (PTSD). 

Zebra’s experiences of trauma isolate her, and at the same time there is a 

painful dramatic irony for the reader in understanding the collective na-

ture of her experience. Jesus himself predicted the suffering that would 

follow in wake of his city’s destruction, and understood that this would be 

a time of intense trauma for women and children. 

This gendered pattern of trauma is persistent to this day. In this time of 

conflict, women are forced to take on dreadful, additional burdens of war. 

Displaced women and girls are vulnerable to gender-based violence 

and as a result are like to suffer PTSD and other consequence of complex 

trauma. The authoritarian regimes that have fallen into place in our world 

seem to be particularly intent at the moment on policing the freedoms of 

young women and restricting their access to education. Call Me Zebra 

recognises the importance of female voices speaking about this suffer-

ing, even as it also recognises a difficult truth that it this is often a PTSD-

framed perspective. The voices speaking out on behalf of the                            

traumatised need healing, too. 

“The Parable of the Sower”: A call to change and community 

Octavia Butler wrote her novel The Parable of the Sower in 1993, and its 

sequel, The Parable of the Talents, in 1998. However, these texts did not 

come to wide attention until after 2016, when both seemed to be feeling 

our collective nervous pulses. The references in The Parable of the Tal-

ents to a leader who promises to “make America great again”, and an au-

thoritarian regime policed by religious zealots, brought Butler’s work to 

public attention after the election of Donald Trump. 
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The Parable of the Sower opens in California in 2024, in a dystopian 

country ravaged by climate change, which has led to poverty and inse-

curity, to the dismantling of education and other social infrastructure, 

and to the ravaging of the country with uncontrollable fire. Lauren, the 

teenager daughter of a Baptist preacher, is forced onto the road after her 

gated community is devastated by raiders. She has already rejected the 

faith of her family and has, over her teenage years, felt compelled to use 

her precious literary skills to write Earthseed: The Books of the Living, 

outlining a new religion. This religion rejects what Lauren perceives as 

the rigid and uncaring God of Christianity, and frames its central under-

standing around change and adaptability: 

All that you touch                                                                                                             

You Change.                                                                                                                      

All that you Change                                                                                                 

Changes you.                                                                                                                   

The only lasting truth                                                                                                             

Is Change.                                                                                                                          

God                                                                                                                                       

Is Change. 

Out on the road, Lauren recruits a small band of followers, with the aim 

of establishing a new religious community in Canada. Like Blandine in 

The Rabbit Hutch, Lauren is fixated with the idea of escape through a 

portal, although in Lauren’s sci-fi context the ultimate escape that she 

wishes for is through space travel to another world. Lauren’s followers on 

the road seem happy to take on most aspects of Earthseed, except for 

this space-travel aspiration. 

The spiritual formation of the band that Lauren has gathered around her 

has more to do with a baptism by uncontrollable fire, than to what she is 

preaching to them through her word. The fire is personified as “eating its 

way towards us”; and moreover, “Neither humans nor animals were fool-

ish enough to waste time attacking one another. It was live and live.” 

Lauren’s community come through the baptism of uncontrollable fire to 

arrive at their planned remote location, to find that the family they were 
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expecting to connect with there has perished. They talk about the need to 

plant a garden and to make shelter, and then plant oak trees for the dead. 

The last narration of the novel notes that the community “sat together and 

talked and ate a meal and decided to call this place Acorn”. The simple 

domesticity of this scene recalls the hidden communities that supported 

prophets such as Elijah and Elisha — known as the “sons of the                 

prophets”. 

The end of The Parable of the Sower features a Bible open at Jesus’s own 

“Parable of the Sower”, leaving it open for the reader as to whether the 

words of Lauren’s Earthseed will fall on “good ground” and bear fruit 

within her prophetic community. 

Dreaming dreams in an apocalyptic age 

The Mystic Prophet Dream Girl has arrived in the pages of these literary 

novels. The contemplative accountability that she is able to offer from the 

margins provides an unexpectedly forceful challenge to the proud, cor-

rupt, and powerful within society — even if they do not end up changing 

their ways. In some cases, she is a prophet of symbolic action who em-

bodies the suffering of those around her, and carries their trauma while 

on a mission to unravel it from its source. Like the prophets of the Old 

Testament, she is sometimes subject to an existential despair. The grand 

mission can be a source of disappointment, and it can all seem too much. 

That is where the communities that support the prophet come into their 

own. As I mentioned, in biblical times, these communities would be 

called the “sons of the prophets”: here we might like to call the fledging 

communities “new friends of the girl prophet”. 

I’m now thinking about another text that foregrounds the prophetic voice 

of a young woman: I hope to take the posture of the teenage girl Mary as 

she is described in the Gospel of Luke, who treasured and pondered 

words from God as the Holy Spirit came upon her. The Gospel of Luke has 

a sequel hot on its heels: the Book of Acts, which describes the fledging 

Christian community that gathered together after Jesus’s return to heav-

en. It describes the Pentecost event, and I treasure and ponder the words 

that the Apostle Peter took from the Old Testament prophet Joel to            
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explain what was happening to the fledging Christian community,  gath-

ered there in the power of the Holy Spirit: 

In the last days, God says,                                                                                                                     

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.                                                                            

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,                                                                    

your young men will see visions,                                                                                              

your old men will dream dreams.                                                                             

Even on my servants, both men and women,                                                                    

I will pour out my Spirit in those days,                                                                             

and they will prophesy. 

As I believe the four novels I’ve here adduced suggest, these are the 

dreams for which our culture longs — even if sometimes it needs to cover 

its intense desire with a kind of postmodern irony. 

In this respect, I believe it is helpful to turn to the ending of the Bible, the 

last two chapters in the book of Revelation, and get a sense of the ending 

for our apocalyptic age. This book churns through a sickening cycle of 

empires, war, and judgment that seems never-ending, but which ends 

with a dream of a peaceful, golden city. It is no dystopian city. It takes no 

prisoners and imposes no border restrictions. This eternal city remains 

unlocked, yet it is also safe. Its authority, Jesus, honours past traumas, and 

they are brought to mind in order for him to wipe away tears and erase 

pain and suffering from the earth. 

It is no coincidence that the “river of the water of life, as clear as crystal” 

flows generously down the middle of the street in the middle of the city: 

there is no baptism of uncontrolled fire to be had here. The leaves of the 

tree next to the river are marvellous medicine; they will heal the nations. 

This city is not our escape portal, nor our hidden-away haven from the 

suffering of the word: it is the world, adapted and changed to be our                  

forever home without trauma. 

Danielle Terceiro is completing a PhD by publication at Alphacrucis  

University College, in the areas of literature and theology. 
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Organs are beautiful instruments. Why aren’t people playing 

them? - By Maya Pilbrow 

These days Daniel Brace is the organist and music director for St Os-

wald’s, Glen Iris, but he didn’t grow up listening to the music he now 

plays. 

As a young man he was a gifted musician, but his knowledge of church 

music was limited to a vague understanding of the church’s role in the 

history of the Western classical canon. 

Everything changed when he was in his late teens. 

He went into a church. The organ was playing. 

“It blew my mind to hear that music in the environment for which it was 

written,” Mr Brace said. 

He began learning to play the organ shortly thereafter. 

For many organists, their instrument is awe-inspiring. 

But the organ’s volume, both in terms of decibels and sheer size, poses 

challenges for churches and musicians alike. 

St Mary’s, North Melbourne music director and organist Beverley Phillips 

said the organ was capable of things that no other instrument could 

match. 

“You’ve got this wonderful colour palette to work with, that you cannot do 

on any other keyboard,” she said. 

Ms Phillips said the organ’s versatility in texture and tone was especially 

important for liturgical purposes. 

She said different forms of church music, such as hymns and mass set-

tings, required different types of accompaniment. 

Ms Phillips said it could at times be difficult to get the whole congrega-

tion to sing along during services, but that the full sound of the organ 

helped bring people together. 
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“You can gradually build it up and create a sense of excitement and take 

everybody along with you,”  she said. 

The Very Reverend Keren Terpstra said church music had the capacity to 

connect people to God’s presence. 

“Music transcends the physical, the material, the rational,” she said. 

Ms Terpstra, who is Dean of the Cathedral Parish of Sale and an                 

acclaimed composer and organist, said the organ was a useful tool for 

connecting young people to worship. 

“I’ve watched as organists have performed and young people have 

stood there with their mouths open. The organ can be such a powerful  

instrument,” she said. 

Ms Terpstra said the organ’s versatility came from its many pipes and 

stops. When used, the stops block airflow to sets of pipes, producing   

different sounds. 

This allows organs to have the range of a full orchestra, with stops that 

can mimic the effects of stringed, brass and reed instruments. 

Ms Terpstra said every organ was unique, and that organists had to 

spend time familiarising themselves with the quirks of their instruments. 

The intricacies of organs mean that they can be difficult to maintain and 

costly to repair, according to Organ Music Society of Victoria treasurer 

and membership secretary Stephen Baldwin. 

Mr Baldwin, who plays the organ at Christ Church, Brunswick, said that 

properly maintained pipe organs were less expensive to repair, but that 

there was very little funding available for caretaking of historical               

instruments. 

The Organ Historical Trust of Australia keeps records of organs across 

the country, many of which are in disrepair or damaged, including 

Hamer Hall’s organ, which was removed for renovation in 2011 and has 

yet to be restored. 
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In addition to the costs associated 

with maintaining these instruments, 

Mr Baldwin said there was a dearth 

of organists, meaning that many 

churches have organs but no one to 

play them. 

The OMSV works to find organists 

to fill vacancies in parishes, but           

Mr Baldwin said more could be 

done to facilitate these                          

connections. 

Chairperson of the Victorian 

branch of the Royal School of 

Church Music Tony Way said the 

current lack of organists was due  

to changes in education. 

“In terms of actually training church 

musicians at the tertiary level, 

there’s not quite the same resources 

as there were back in the last                            

century,” Mr Way said. 

The Australian Catholic University 

used to offer courses in church                           

music, according to Mr Way and  

Ms Phillips. 

Ms Phillips recalled how she had 

initially enrolled in the bachelor of 

church music at ACU before the 

course was renamed to a bachelor 

of music before she graduated. 

“[These days] it is almost impossi-

ble to find a course that would give 

you the opportunity to really study 

well as an organist,” she said. 

She said that church music required 

not only technical skill but also             

liturgical knowledge. 

She said her own responsibilities 

included training herself and oth-

ers vocally, understanding choral 

and organ repertoire, as well as 

knowing how to improvise musical-

ly and teach others. 

For Mr Brace, who did not come 

from a church background, the vast 

skillset required to play the organ 

during services made his first few 

Sundays overwhelming. 

Since then, he said he has grown 

accustomed to the traditions and 

rituals of church music and now rel-

ishes the opportunities he gets to 

bring music to others. 

“I’m in a place where people value 

and love music,” he said. 

As to the challenges facing                

parishes and organ enthusiasts 

alike, Mr Brace said he felt                     

optimistic. 

“I’m hopeful that we organists will 

muddle our way through. Music is 

part of that, it binds people                        

together,” he said. 
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Still ‘very divided’ but Church of England repents ‘shameful’ 

treatment of LGBTQI+ - By Muvija M 

London: Church of England bishops have apologised to LGBTQI+           

people for the rejection and hostility they have faced, but the Archbishop 

of Canterbury Justin Welby acknowledged the religious body was still 

“very divided” on the subject. 

The apology comes days after the church set out proposals developed by 

the bishops that showed it would refuse to allow same-sex couples to get 

married in its churches, while saying priests could bless them. 

“We have not loved you as God loves you, and that is profoundly wrong,” 

the bishops said in an open letter. “We affirm, publicly and unequivocally, 

that LGBTQI+ people are welcome and valued: we are all children of 

God. 

“The occasions on which you have received a hostile and homophobic 

response in our churches are shameful and for this we repent.” 

The Church of England, central to one of the world’s oldest Christian                 

institutions, the Anglican communion, stood by its teaching that marriage 

is between “one man and one woman” in the proposals. Gay marriage is 

legal in Britain. 

“We’re divided, there’s no point in pretending otherwise. The Church of 

England and the Anglican Communion are very divided,” Welby told                        

reporters, ahead of a meeting of the synod next month when the pro-

posals will be deliberated further. 

“I’m sure that discussions will continue. But this is an enormously                      

important point, not only within the Anglican Communion and the Church 

of England, but also across the global church,” he added. 

“It’s a long journey. I’m sure that the last word hasn’t been said.” 

A spokesperson for gay and transgender lobby group Stonewall said the 

church had “once again” fallen short in being inclusive and supportive of 

LGBTQ+ Christians. 
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“An apology only goes so far when so many LGBTQ+ Christians have 

faced hostility and discrimination for who they are,” the spokesperson 

said. 

The most high-profile support from a religious leader for same-sex             

couples to get married in churches in Britain has come from the Bishop  

of Oxford, Steven Croft, who apologised in November for having been 

slow to change his views. 

On Friday, Croft said: “It is very good for us to be able to say today that 

the church can now offer public services of blessing, but we know that we 

have further to go.” 

Croft’s call for change has been backed publicly only by a few of his               

fellow bishops, who along with clergy and laity form the church’s              

governing body, known as the General Synod. 

King Charles’s coronation: first details emerge                                              

- By HATTIE WILLIAMS 

THE coronation service of King Charles III and the Queen Consort is to 

take place with “solemnity, celebration, and pageantry” on the morning 

of Saturday 6 May in Westminster Abbey at the start of three days of              

special events, Buckingham Palace has confirmed. 

In recent months there had been suggestions that the King’s coronation 

would be a “slimmed-down” version of the late Queen Elizabeth II’s               

coronation in 1953, which lasted almost three hours, and at which 8000 

guests were catered for (News, October 2022). Details of the King’s              

coronation weekend, set out in a press release on Saturday gave no                 

further details of this, although a two-hour service is being spoken of. 

The King and the Queen Consort are to arrive at Westminster Abbey in 

procession from Buckingham Palace. A congregation of 3000 people is 

expected to attend in person, and the service will be televised. After-

wards, the royal couple will return to Buckingham Palace in a larger                

ceremonial procession, joined by other members of the royal family, to 

appear on the palace balcony a little later. 
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On the next day, Sunday, a special coronation concert is to be held at 

Windsor Castle orchestrated by the BBC and featuring “global music 

icons and contemporary stars” — singers, actors, dancers, and spoken-

word performers. It will be staged on the east lawn. Volunteers from royal 

charities will be invited to attend, and several thousand free tickets will 

be made available to the public through an open ballot. 

Also featured in the concert will be the Coronation Choir — described 

by Buckingham Palace as a diverse group of the “keenest community 

choirs and amateur singers from across the UK, such as refugee choirs, 

NHS choirs, LGBTQ+ singing groups, and deaf signing choirs. 

“A new documentary exploring the formation of the Coronation Choir 

will tell the stories of the people representing the many faces and voices 

of the country. The Coronation Choir will appear alongside the Virtual 

Choir, made up of singers from across the Commonwealth, for a special 

performance on the night.” 

A light project — featuring projections, lasers, drone displays, and illumi-

nations — will be the “centrepiece” of the evening, the Palace says. 

On the Monday, a Bank Holiday, neighbours and communities are being 

encouraged to take part in the Coronation Big Lunch, with picnics and 

street parties across the country. The Palace explains: “The Big Lunch is 

an idea from the Eden Project, made possible by the National Lottery, that 

brings millions of people together annually to boost community spirit, 

reduce loneliness and support charities and good causes.” The Queen 

Consort has been Patron since 2013. 

Free downloadable resources will also be made available at Coronation-

BigLunch.com. 

Also to be held on the Monday is the Big Help Out, organised by the               

Together Coalition and a wide range of partners including faith groups, 

to “highlight the positive impact volunteering” has on communities 

across the UK. 

 



46 

 

The Palace says: “In tribute to His 

Majesty The King’s public service, 

The Big Help Out will encourage 

people to try volunteering for 

themselves and join the work being 

undertaken to support their local 

areas. The aim of The Big Help Out 

is to use volunteering to bring com-

munities together and create a last-

ing volunteering legacy from the 

Coronation Weekend.” 

The Times reported a Buckingham 

Palace aide saying: “The King’s as-

pirations are for the coronation to 

be a moment of joyful, inclusive 

celebration for the nation, the Com-

monwealth and the realms, reflect-

ing that Britain is a more modern 

and diverse nation than it was in 

1953. 

“With a focus on community-

building and patriotism, His Majes-

ty wishes everyone to feel as if they 

can have a stake in it if they wish to. 

It is    equally important that the 

weekend should have some form of                    

meaningful legacy, hence the sup-

port for volunteering initiatives.” 

Further details of the service, lunch, 

and other events will be released 

over the coming months. 

 

Secret letters by Mary, Queen 

of Scots found in French                           

library 

An international team of code-

breakers has found and                  

deciphered secret letters of 16th-

century monarch Mary, Queen of 

Scots, one of the most argued-over 

figures in British history.  

The long-rumoured missing letters 

— which were found incorrectly                 

labelled in the digital archive of a 

French library — have been hailed 

by historians as the most significant 

discovery about the Scottish queen 

in a century. 

Mary Stuart, a Catholic, wrote the 

coded letters from 1578 to 1584 

while she was imprisoned in              

England due to the perceived 

threat she posed to her Protestant 

cousin Queen Elizabeth I. 

Mary was beheaded in 1587 after 

being found guilty of plotting to                    

assassinate Elizabeth I, marking the 

end of a dramatic life since                           

portrayed in numerous movies and 

books. 

The three code-breakers are mem-

bers of the DECRYPT project, which 

is an international, cross-

disciplinary team scouring the 
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world's archives to find coded historical documents to decipher. 

They discovered more than 50 of her letters containing around 50,000 

never-before-seen words. 

The trio were trawling through the digitised archive of France's national 

library when they found enciphered documents labelled as being from 

Italy in the first half of the 16th century. 

"If someone wanted to look for Mary Stuart material … that's the last 

place they would go," George Lasry, who is the lead author of a new 

study in the journal Cryptologia, said. 

Dr Lasry said deciphering the code "was like peeling an onion," for the 

trio, which also includes German music professor Norbert Biermann and 

Japanese physicist Satoshi Tomokiyo. 

"We have broken secret codes from kings and queens previously, and 

they’re very interesting but with Mary Queen of Scots it was remarkable 

as we had so many unpublished letters deciphered and because she is 

so famous," he said.  

"This is a truly exciting discovery." 

Words in a message decoded using a cipher used by Mary, Queen of Scots  
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The telltale 'spymaster' 

First, the code-breakers realised 

the text was not in Italian, but 

French. 

Phrases like "my liberty" and "my 

son" suggested it was an impris-

oned mother. 

Then came the breakthrough word: 

"Walsingham." 

Francis Walsingham was Elizabeth 

I's principal secretary and 

"spymaster". 

Most of Mary's letters are                   

addressed to Michel de               

Castelnau Mauvissiere, the French                      

ambassador to England and a              

supporter of Mary. 

Dr Lasry said Mary was "too smart" 

to mention any assassination plot in 

the newly unearthed letters. 

Instead, the letters show her                 

diplomatically pleading her case, 

gossiping, complaining of illnesses 

and perceived antagonists, and               

expressing distress when her son, 

King James VI of Scotland, was         

abducted. 

Mr Lasry said he could not help but 

feel empathy for the queen 

"because it's a tragedy — you know 

she's going to be executed". 

Historians have praised the code-

breaking and historical research 

that went into uncovering the                 

letters.  

"This discovery is a literary and  

historical sensation," said British 

historian and biographer John Guy 

said. 

"This is the most important new find 

on Mary, Queen of Scots for 100 

years." 

Some of Mary's letters are still                 

believed to be missing, with the              

researchers saying a physical                

inspection of the library's original 

documents could be next. 

In loving memory of 

 Jean Margaret Gore 

 

 

 

 

 

May she rest in peace and rise 

with Christ in glory. 

Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord, 

and let light perpetual  shine upon 

her! 
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Lenten Quiet Day: 4 March 2023 

The Sydney Mission-College of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd invite 

you to share in a day of silence, prayer and reflection at the beginning of 

Lent. 

When: Saturday 4 March 2023. From 10.00 am to 4.15 pm  

Where: The church and grounds of St John’s Balmain, Spring Street, 

Birchgrove. 

What: Gather for coffee and conversation at 10 00 am. Greater Silence 

from 10.15 am  until 4.15 pm. Morning and Evening Prayer; the Holy              

Eucharist; two brief addresses; opportunity for individual consultation 

with leader; rest in the garden and local park. 

The Quiet Day is free of charge. Participants are asked to bring their own 

packed lunches. Tea and coffee provided. This year the leader is The 

Revd Ronald Henderson OGS. All very welcome. 

Christians UNITED! World Day of Prayer                                                       

Ecumenical Service - Country Focus TAIWAN 

Everyone is welcome to celebrate the World Day of Prayer Service to be 

held at St Patrick’s, Mortlake on Friday 10th March 2023 at10:30am. 

What is the World Day of Prayer all about? 

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical Christian                    

laywomen’s initiative. It is run under the motto “Informed Prayer and 

Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated annually in over 170 countries on the 

first Friday in March. The movement aims to bring together women of 

various races, cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer, 

as well as in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the 

year. Contact: Linda Praum on 0425 866 892 

 Outdoors…  



50 

 

[Celebrant] With confidence and 

trust let us pray to the Father. 

Heavenly Father, you know our 

personal imperfections and the way 

these flaw your church and 

organisations within our society. Help 

us to work to create a loving, caring 

church that responds to the needs of all 

people.  Guide the leaders of all 

denominations that your wisdom will be 

manifest in their decision-making and 

that your love will be evident in their 

responses to those in need. Bless the 

clergy and people of the Church of the 

Province of Central Africa that it may be 

a beacon of hope in this region. As we 

begin our Lenten journey, help us to 

reflect on what you would have us do 

and strengthen us to walk in your ways. 

Father, hear our prayer: through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Heavenly Father, we lay before you our 

concerns for the beautiful world you 

have entrusted to us. We do not always 

care for it as we should, nor share its 

resources equitably. Guide the leaders 

of the nations to make wise decisions to 

meet the needs of their people and 

bring peace to our world. We pray for 

all who are in great need at this 

moment: in Ukraine, in the midst of 

aggression; in New Zealand, in the 

aftermath of the cyclone; in Türkiye, in 

the aftermath of the earthquake; in Syria 

where the effects of the earthquake are 

compounded by civil war; in Yemen, 

where many face starvation and in 

Myanmar where people live with 

oppression. 

Father, hear our prayer: through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Heavenly Father, surround all in need 

with your loving support and peace: 

those who mourn, prisoners, outcasts 

and the lonely, the sick and dying, 

especially those who have asked for our 

prayers: Margot Kennedy, Melissa 

Moore, Robert, Judy Russell, Jill 

Sharwood, Joyce Bannister, Barry 

Brandy, John Burns, June Cameron, Fay 

Conaghan, Pat Conchar, Elsie Dunnam, 

Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, Mary 

MacPherson, David Morgan, Graham 

Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle Phillips, 

Warwick and Jan Roden, Diane Smith, 

John Sorensen, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, 

Daphne Storey, Martin de Vries, Bob 

Woods, Bill Whittle            and others 

known to us. Rest your healing hands 

upon them Lord of life and support the 

doctors and other medical staff who 

care for them. 

Father, hear our prayer: through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Heavenly Father, we remember with 

thanksgiving those who have died 

recently: Richard Fors and Shirley 

Marks and those who have their year’s 
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mind at this time: Marion Lyons, Dorothy Rose, Irene Campbell, Beryl MacPherson, 

Frederick Harding, Anne Williams, Wal Tuchin, Jean Gore, Charles Robinson, Gus 

Anderson and Zbigniew Zablocki.  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord and let 

light perpetual shine upon them. Grant us all a share in your eternal kingdom. 

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.0am in the Chapel of 

Our Lord Passion.  

Commemorations noted this week  

 Monday 27th February - George Herbert, parish priest, poet (d.1633) 

 Wednesday 1st March - David, bishop of Menevia, Wales (d.601) 

 Thursday 2nd March - Chad, bishop of Lichfield, missionary (d.672)  
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