Welcome to worship
Sunday 27th November 2022
First Sunday of Advent
8.00am
9.30am
12.00pm
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Parish Advent Luncheon
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today
Isaiah 2.1-5
Ps 122
Romans 13.9-14
Matthew 24.36-44

Year A

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Isaiah 11.1-10
Ps 72.1-7,18-21
Romans 15.4-13
Matthew 3.1-12
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the
wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to
guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands
than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed
before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice
Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had
multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be offered:

•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us
to remain connected to God and to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Fr James

Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is one way to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special
event. If you would like to give flowers in memory of
a loved one, or as an offering of thanksgiving please
contact Judith Laurence the week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 and
contact Caroline in the parish office at
office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial
notice in the pew bulletin.
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $113.50 after the services last Sunday. Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Christmas raffle.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see below
for the varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lemon
Chutneys/Pickles
Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple
Sauce, Banana & Date Chutney, Pumpkin & Sesame Chutney, Paw Paw &
Green Paw Paw Chutney
Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce,
Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Pineapple Jam,
PawPaw/Pineapple & Ginger Jam, Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam, Blueberry Jam, Strawberry, Strawberry & Apple, Rose Petal Jam
Marmalades
Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger,
Orange & Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon Ginger & Gin, Orange & Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Citrus Jelly,
Chai Spiced Grapefruit, Mandarin, Mandarin with Drambui, Mandarin with
Cardomen & Ginger, Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan
Style, Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat

Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch
A wonderful assortment of plants are available
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Christmas Raffle
Tickets are available for the
Christmas Raffle. They are $2 each
or 3 for $5. It will be drawn on
Sunday 17th December after the
Carol Service.
Prizes include:
•

Espresso multi beverage
capsule machine

Parish Prayer List
At St Paul’s, we pray by name for
people who have either asked for
our prayers or for whom someone
else has made a request. This list is
updated every 3 months or when
we receive a new request. Some
names are on our list on a
long-term basis while others reflect
a more immediate need and are
short term.

•

World’s most hygienic cutting
board

•

1000 piece jigsaw

•

Salt & Pepper grooved
baguette tray

We will only be reading the names
on the short-term list in the
services but the whole list will still
be included in the printed prayers
for parishioners to use throughout
the week. The full list of names will
be read in our midweek service.

•

Wine cooler/Siesta acrylic
wine glasses

Names can be added to or removed
from the lists at any time.

•

Bottle Sandleford Merlot/
dripless wine pourer

Bishop Michael Stead to
visit St Paul’s in December

•

White square table cloth
approx 1300metres/6 napkins
and rings

•

Perfumed drawer liners

On Sunday 4th December, we will
be visited by our Regional Bishop,
the Bishop of South Sydney, the
Right Reverend Michael Stead.

•

Fragrance sachets

Please get your tickets after the
8am service or from the Trading
Table.

He will preach at both 8.00am and
9.30am. This will be his first visit
since 2019 because of the COVID
restrictions.
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INDOORS
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The Burwood Community Choir @ St Paul’s
Invites you to
MAKE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON SOMETHING SPECIAL
FOR YOU AND FOR OTHERS
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
TO ST PAUL’S CHURCH, BURWOOD RD. BURWOOD
FRIDAY, 9 DECEMBER , 6.00 -7.00PM
to share this year’s Community Choir’s Concert for Christmas
followed by light refreshments in the Church Hall
Your support and donations for our Entry Program will enable us to
continue our regular financial support for the operation of our Parish Pantry
which was providing 200 meals each week for needy families within the
local community when our first Community Choir Christmas Concert was
held in December 2019; now that number exceeds 4000 meals a week.
PLEASE HELP US TO CONTINUE TO HELP OTHERS
JOIN US FOR
THE BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR @ ST PAUL’S

2022 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry

AND For Community Choir

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2,712.00
≈ Parish Pantry: $315.00
≈ Special Donation: $3000.00
TOTAL OF GIVING:$6,027.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector
and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used at
their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.00am-11.30am.
With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now
spending in excess of $900 per week.
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this
costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir
who are now picking up the tab for this.
ITEMS MOST NEEDED
Plain flour
With the current cost of living and food
shortages,
Breakfast
cereal we are now spending
in excess of $600 per week.
Long life milk
2 minute noodles
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us $200
Complete meals in a box or a tin
per week. Our thanks to the community
Choir
who are
picking
Spreads
eg honey,
jam,now
peanut
butterup
the tab for this.
Margarine
Sweet and Savoury biscuits
Sugar
Salt
Cooking oil
Margarine
Rice wine
Soy sauce
Large tins of tuna
Rice and pasta
Pasta sauce
Tinned tomatoes
Fresh eggs

WOMEN’S Toiletries
Soaps
Deodorant
Safety razors
Tooth brushes & paste
Shampoo & conditioner
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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Burwood Community Choir
The Burwood Community Choir has started working on their Christmas
concert.
The concert will be on Friday 9th of December at 6pm.
New members are welcome. Please contact Barbara Stone, Director, on
barbarastoneam@gmail.com if you would like to join the choir.

Christmas and January Services times
Our Christmas Eve Service (‘Midnight Mass’) will be
at 9.30 p.m. and our Christmas Day Service will be at
9.00 a.m. After Christmas there will be just the one
Service on Sundays in January at 9.00 a.m. with refreshments available after the Service. This will be the pattern until the
Choir returns on Sunday the 29th of January when we will revert to our 8.00
a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m. Choral Eucharist. There will be NO
Wednesday Services until Wednesday 1st of February 2023.


Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm 122;
Romans 13:9-14; Matthew 24.36-44

Keep awake … you must be ready: as we begin the
Western Church Year we are exhorted to take things
seriously by being alert and vigilant. How can we
prepare ourselves? By finding ways to be closer to
Jesus: in prayer, in reading the Scriptures, in serving
others.


Give thanks that we have time to prepare ourselves this Advent: before
Jesus is present as a baby at Christmas, before Jesus is present in bread
and wine, before Jesus is present as Judge of the world.



Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text: Robert McLean© Anglican Board of Mission, 2022
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Hillsong, Once a Leader of Christian Cool, Loses Footing
in America
Amid a series of crises, including the resignation of its leader, the
evangelical powerhouse has shed more than half its American
churches in just a few weeks.
Terry Crist, a fifth-generation pastor in Phoenix, joined the global
megachurch Hillsong in part because of what he describes as its
distinctly joyful approach to church life: Hillsong was an institution
where leaders seemed “light and free,” offering a church experience
that attracted tens of thousands of people around the world.
Starting in Phoenix, Mr. Crist eventually brought six churches in two
states into the Hillsong fold. Last week, he took them out.
“We cannot continue in our global family, as much as we love it,” Mr.
Crist told his congregation in an emotional sermon on Sunday, citing,
among other reasons, the recent resignation of Hillsong’s global leader
under a haze of scandal. “I am heartbroken.”
In the last two weeks, Hillsong has lost nine of its 16 American church
campuses, a swift and stunning decline for one of the world’s largest
and most influential evangelical churches.
Just a few years ago, Hillsong was the leading edge of cool Christianity,
a quickly expanding network that appealed to young people and city
dwellers with energetic, stylish preachers and an upbeat atmosphere.
Hillsong translated the charismatic church experience, which emphasizes miracles and personal encounters with the Holy Spirit, for a hip,
upscale audience.
Justin Bieber and the N.B.A. star Kevin Durant attended services; one of
the church’s worship bands won a Grammy Award and the church
produced soaring anthems that became staples in smaller churches
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that imitated its sounds, style, and
Instagram-friendly aesthetic.

after an internal investigation found
that he behaved inappropriately toward two women. Mr. Houston had
Now, Hillsong’s U.S. presence is in
stepped away from all ministry ducollapse. Its remaining U.S.
ties in January, explaining that he
locations are in the Northeast and in
needed to concentrate on fighting a
California, meaning Hillsong no
criminal charge of concealing child
longer has a major presence
sexual abuse committed by his late
between the coasts.
father, who was also a pastor.
The departures are partly the
The church’s investigation found
fallout from a series of crises —
that Mr. Houston sent
most recently the sudden resigna“inappropriate text messages” to
tion of its charismatic founder —
one staff member, and that several
that have left the church with a taryears later he spent time alone in a
nished reputation and instability
hotel room with a woman who atthat pastors say they found
tended the church’s annual conferincreasingly difficult to endure.
ence in Sydney. In a statement to
“I can’t think of a church in the
The New York Times, the press ofEnglish-speaking Western world
fice for the church said there have
with as broad a global reach as
been no other complaints about Mr.
Hillsong,” said Ed Stetzer, the
Houston’s behavior.
executive director of the Wheaton
The church has blamed medication
College Billy Graham Center in
and alcohol for Mr. Houston’s acIllinois. The current upheaval at the
tions. Mr. Houston has not publicly
church “is a very big deal and will
commented on his resignation. He
have ramifications not just for Hillcould not be immediately reached
song, but for contemporary
for comment.
evangelism around the world,” he
said.
Phil Dooley, the church’s interim
global leader, responded to some
The church was already grappling
questions in an email through the
with in-house tensions and a
church press office. In the email, Mr.
damaged brand when its Australian
Dooley said Mr. Houston’s resignafounder and global leader, Brian
tion came as “a tremendous surHouston, resigned on March 23
17

prise to many members of our community.” The church press office
did not respond to questions about whether Mr. Houston would receive a severance package or any future financial compensation from
the church. The press office also declined to say whether Mr.
Houston’s wife, Bobbie, whose title was also Global Senior Pastor, remained employed by the church.
On Thursday, a day after Mr. Houston’s resignation, the streaming service Discovery+ released a three-part documentary, “Hillsong: A
Megachurch Exposed.” The documentary depicts the megachurch as
a toxic institution obsessed with image, control and growth at all costs.
It features interviews with critics, former employees and members,
and a woman who has said she had a monthslong affair with Carl
Lentz, at the time the celebrity lead pastor of Hillsong’s East Coast
branches. The press office for the church said in an emailed statement
that the documentary’s portrait of Hillsong is “almost unrecognizable”
to the church community.
Mr. Dooley, the interim leader, said in an email to The Times through
the church press office that he has been “talking with members of our
team around the world in what seems like a nonstop conversation”
since the revelations of Mr. Houston’s behavior. He described the crisis as a challenging and emotional time for both members and leaders. “This difficult season has sparked conversations that we should
have been having as a church for a very long time,” he said. He said
the church is reviewing its policies and procedures to “provide both
health and accountability for leaders.”
Hillsong exercises some control over the financial operations of each
member church, though congregations set their own budgets.
Churches also pass on 5 percent of the contributions they receive to
the global church. In return, they receive organizational and teaching
resources, and what was at one time a straightforwardly valuable association with one of the most recognizable evangelical churches in
the world.
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For some leaders of local Hillsong branches, the baggage has become
too burdensome to be worth the benefits of affiliation.
Last week, the lead pastor of Hillsong Atlanta, Sam Collier, emailed his
church to inform them that he was withdrawing his church from Hillsong
in the wake of “consistent media attacks, slander, and accusations”
against Hillsong — some of which, he acknowledged, were true.
“All the challenges and the speculation and the scandal and the articles
and all of the above, it got to a point where the people in our church just
did not want to deal with it anymore,” Mr. Collier said in an interview. His
hiring as Hillsong’s first Black lead pastor was announced about a week
before the news of Mr. Lentz’s misconduct became public in 2020, meaning his entire tenure at the church has been clouded by scandal emanating from Hillsong entities far from Atlanta.
Sunday’s service was the last for Hillsong Atlanta. “We believe the Lord is
calling us to move into the next season,” Mr. Collier told his congregation.
Mr. Collier is launching a new church on Easter Sunday, and expects
much of his Hillsong congregation to migrate there. The press office for
Hillsong said there were no plans to reestablish Hillsong Atlanta.
Another branch, Hillsong Kansas City, which launched in 2019, quietly
separated from Hillsong about two weeks ago and relaunched as Kingdom City Church. The press office for the global church said the two parties “made a mutual decision to separate” before Mr. Houston’s departure. A person who answered the phone at Kingdom City last week said
the church had no comment.
Hillsong’s website says 150,000 people attend services weekly in 30
countries, but that estimate was taken before the pandemic. The press office said an accurate attendance count is not possible because of pandemic restrictions in some countries, and emphasized the church’s longtime focus, heightened during the pandemic, on online participation.
Mr. Houston and his wife, Bobbie, are towering figures in Australia. The
church grew for decades as part of the Australian branch of the Assemblies of God, a Pentecostal denomination. The church offered original
19

music with high production values
— sometimes performed in actual
concert venues. Mr. Houston once
instructed pastors in Australia that a
Hillsong sermon “leaves people
feeling better about themselves
than when they came in.”
Pentecostalism, a charismatic
movement, often features practices
like speaking in tongues and faith
healing. Hillsong took a more accessible approach. Always attuned
to mass appeal, the church accentuated personal encounters with God,
often through music. Hillsong became its own denomination in 2018.

ers and put him directly under the
authority of the Australia-based
global board. And he bristled
when he and other lead pastors
were asked to sign noncompete
and non-disparagement agreements in the wake of the scandal in
the East Coast branches. He never
signed.
The church press office described
the agreements as standard elements of their general contracts
with church leaders.

“This decision wasn’t arrived at
lightly, and it was made calculating
the significant cost,” Mr. Crist said
In 2020, the church’s relationship
in an interview, mentioning the poswith money, sex, and celebrity
sibility for disillusionment and pain.
came under renewed scrutiny when But “anyone who has been victimMr. Houston fired Mr. Lentz for
ized in our church needs to be seen
“leadership issues and breaches of and heard.”
trust, plus a recent revelation of
Mr. Crist expects to begin holding
moral failures.” Mr. Lentz, a oneservices June 1 under a new name
time mentor of Mr. Bieber and a ceto be determined.
lebrity in his own right, confessed
In his sermon on Sunday, Mr. Crist
that he had been unfaithful to his
wife and withdrew from public life. called for an internal investigation
into Hillsong’s global board, to
For Mr. Crist, leaving Hillsong was
make the findings of that investigathe culmination of several years of
tion public, and to purge any board
doubts about the institution. He obmembers “who have protected the
jected a few years ago, he said,
institution and not the people.”
when a global church restructuring
disbanded his board of local lead20

tember).
COP27: ‘We are on a
highway to climate hell’
Christian Aid’s global-advocacy
Guterres warns - By JOE WARE lead, Mariana Paoli, said: “Rishi
Sunak cannot claim to be a green
leader whilst ignoring the plight of
the most vulnerable. His Government’s move to cut the UK’s aid
“WE ARE on a highway to climate
budget will hurt the world’s poorest
hell with our foot on the accelerapeople at a time when they need
tor.” This was how the secretaryhelp the most. Without serious cligeneral of the United Nations,
mate finance, and a loss-andAntónio Guterres, opened the
damage mechanism, COP27 cannot
COP27 climate summit in Sharm elbe a success.”
Sheikh, Egypt, on Monday. The talks
began after a series of climate dis- Mr Sunak announced that the UK
asters around the world and an ex- would be spending £1.5 billion on
treme European heatwave this sum- climate adaptation; it was not an announcement of new money, howevmer (News, 22 July).
er, but specified how a section of
On the minds of many at the summit
the UK’s previously announced
have been the devastating floods in
£11.6 billion for climate finance
Pakistan, which affected 33 million
would be spent.
people (News, 2 September). The
The Prime Minister of Barbados,
Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, said,
when faced with images of Pakistan Mia Mottley, railed against the lack
of progress made on a loss-andravaged by the floods, that it was
damage fund. She said of the recent
“morally right” for countries to
“honour our promises” on climate record profits of fossil-fuel compachange. In his speech, however, he nies: “How do companies make
stopped short of backing calls from $200 billion in profits in the last
developing countries, led by Paki- three months and not expect to contribute at least ten cents on every
stan, for a special “loss and damdollar to a loss-and-damage fund?
age” fund that would compensate
communities suffering from perma- This is what our people expect.”
nent climate impacts (News, 30 SepNations are divided over climate
reparations, Joe Ware reports from
Sharm el-Sheikh
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On Saturday, the day before COP27 began, a statement from the Archbishop of Canterbury said: “As global leaders gather at COP27, the
world holds its breath. A world which has this year suffered further catastrophic flooding, drought, heatwaves and storms. A world already in
crisis. A world which knows that we are perilously near the point of no
return.
“I’ve seen this myself just recently in Australia, whose great wealth is no
protection against the flooding in New South Wales [News, 21 October].
And if it can happen in one of the most prosperous parts of the world,
how much more devastating in one of the poorest, like South Sudan,
where more flooding has led to food insecurity, hunger, and malnutrition.”
He continued: “God calls us to embrace justice. Christian scripture describes how we share in the ‘renewed creation of heaven and earth with
justice’ (2 Peter 3.13). Let justice flow so that we see human lives and
hope restored, and the life of the earth itself protected and renewed.”
Faith leaders around the world have joined in calling for a Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty, named after a similar agreement to curb the
spread of nuclear weapons in the 20th century.
The faith leaders have joined 101 Nobel Laureates, 3000 scientists, 1750
civil-society organisations, and 500 parliamentarians from Africa, Asia,
Europe, and the Americas who want to see an immediate end to new
fossil-fuel projects. Frances Namoumou, of the Pacific Conference of
Churches, said: “Pacific Islanders face a climate emergency which is an
existential threat. We must stop what threatens us and protect those who
are most vulnerable. It is the only decent thing to do.”
On Wednesday at COP27, Christian Aid published a study outlining the
scale of the economic harm that climate change poses to African countries. The report showed that, under current policies, which would result
in 2.7°C of global heating by 2100, African countries would see an average drop in their GDP of 64 per cent by the end of the century. And even
if emissions are cut enough for global temperature rise to be limited to
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1.5°C, the study shows that African countries face a GDP reduction of 34
per cent.
Oliver Pearce, the report’s author, said: “These findings are stark and
deserve to act as a wake-up call to leaders of all countries about the
economic devastation African countries face unless we put the brakes on
our rising emissions.
“Even if we limit global heating to 1.5°C, this report shows that African
nations will still suffer substantial economic harm, underlining the need
for much greater financial support for people who face permanent harm
from climate change.”
Joe Ware is a senior climate journalist at Christian Aid.

Tarneit Foodbank ‘grown to be its own little community’
- By Kirralee Nicolle
A Foodbank program run by volunteers from a Melbourne parish has
helped the church to build connections with those they may not otherwise get to meet.
Assistant minister at Epiphany Anglican Church the Reverend Trish Hunt
said the Tuesday morning program, begun last year, helped about 40
attendees each week. But she said that number was not reflective of the
true number of beneficiaries for each parcel.
“Each person who walks through the door represents a family of four,”
Ms Hunt said.
She said though language was a barrier at times, they found ways to
make communication work, and that the attendees looked out for one
another’s needs.
“One of the highlights is meeting people from all different backgrounds,” Ms Hunt said.
“This has grown to be its own little community. They pretty much
self-regulate. They know what they’re after, but they’re very respectful of
each other. I think that’s the beautiful thing about it.”
23

She said those who came included a South Sudanese woman who had 10
children, a woman with multiple sclerosis and someone who had been a
victim of severe domestic violence.
“These are the stories that you hear about, but we’re meeting these
people face to face,” Ms Hunt said.
She said a man who often came to the Foodbank program had been
injured at work, lost his job and faced marriage breakdown in a short
period of time. She said the team had watched him grow more confident
over time.
Ms Hunt said the team of eight volunteers had even run the program
during the Melbourne Cup public holiday.
“It’s pretty amazing what people are helping out [with],” she said.

Cumberland Council to trial community pantry to help with
rising costs of living - By ABC Radio Sydney / By Declan
Bowring
A Western Sydney council is setting up its own community pantry in
response to the rising cost of living.
Cumberland City Council will collect donations from organisations and
distribute them for 12 months out of centres at Wentworthville and
Auburn.
Deputy Mayor Suman Saha said he moved the motion to establish the
pantry because food price hikes were a problem for many of his
constituents.
"When I go to a shopping centre, [the price of] what goes into the
shopping trolley changes all the time," Cr Saha said.
Cr Saha said many people in the area had lost work during the pandemic
and hadn't found full time work yet, leaving them exposed to higher
grocery prices.
"Those are the people now feeling the pinch of the price increase in food
and essential items," Cr Saha said.
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Cost of living rises

Inflation rose by 7.3 per cent over the past 12 months to September, the
Australian Bureau of Statistics announced last month.
The cost of basic food items has shot up over the year.
The bureau said vegetables had risen by 16.2 per cent, dairy products
had risen 12.1 per cent and meat products by 7.3 per cent.
Homeowners have also been hit with rising interest rates.
The Reserve Bank of Australia lifted interest rates to 2.85 per cent, a
figure that stood at 0.1 per cent in May this year.
Turbans 4 Australia president Amar Singh said cost of living increases
were driving people to seek out food relief charities.
"Cost of fuel, tolls, electricity and other living expenses [are] going up
for young families in Western Sydney," Mr Singh said.
"Food cost is one of them and people find it very hard to put food on the
table."
A welcome addition
The Cumberland area of Sydney's west is serviced by a number of
charity programs offering food relief, including Turbans 4 Australia, who
have a centre in Clyde.
Mr Singh welcomes the addition of the council-led initiative, hoping it
will take some of the strain off their own service.
"We need more facilities for the growing community in south-west,
especially with cost of living going up," Mr Singh said.
Vicki Wilde from Karabi Community Development Services said rising
costs of transport had impacted suppliers, which had made it harder to
get fruit and vegetables for relief packages.
"It's gone down to bread, milk and eggs," Ms Wilde said.
"The eggs are very scarce at the moment."
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Ms Wilde said using council facili- number of almost 1.3 million emerties would make it easier for people gency parcels over the past six
from a wide variety of backgrounds months.
to access relief.
Figures released by the trust this
"Food pantries allow anyone in the week showed that the number was
door and it is such a vital need for one third more than in the same
seniors, for refugees," Ms Wilde
period in 2021, and an increase of
said.
more than a half on pre-pandemic
figures. Almost 500,000 parcels
"Overseas students were
went to children. One in five people
completely cut off during that
referred to its foodbanks are in
COVID period."
working households. Foodbanks
Calls for funding
are changing their opening times to
Mr Singh said he would like to see make sure that clients can pick up
their parcels outside work hours.
the NSW state government help
fund the efforts of food pantry char- The charity, which runs more than
ities as they shouldered the burden 1300 foodbank centres around the
of the cost of living crisis.
UK, says that it faces “breaking
point” both physically and mentally,
"Currently we just rely on the
as its volunteers prepare for its
donations and generosity of
average Australians to fund what we busiest winter yet, and levels of
need outstrip donations. They
do," Mr Singh said.
expect to provide an average of
"In Victoria, there have been a large
more than 7000 emergency food
number of grants, and in
parcels daily.
Queensland as well to address food
The chief executive, Emma Revie,
insecurity."
said: “These new statistics show
Foodbanks face ‘tsunami of that, even in summer months,
need’ Trussell Trust warns
people are struggling to afford the
essentials, and we are expecting
- By PAUL WILKINSON
FOODBANKS are facing a “tsunami that this winter will be the hardest
yet for foodbanks and the people
of need”, says the Trussell Trust,
they support. This is not right. We
which has handed out a record
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know that with the right support and a stable and sufficient income, people don’t need to turn to foodbanks for support.
“Over the last few years, the Government has acted to protect people
who are struggling, and this action has had made a difference. They must
now act again with swift support now to help people through the winter,
and with vision for the longer term to ensure that social security is always
enough to weather challenging times.”
She called for decisive action in next week’s Budget. “We urge the UK
Government to realise their commitment of supporting people on the
lowest income with a broad package of support. As well as ensuring that
benefits rise with inflation as soon as possible, this must go further to
close the gap between price rises and incomes over the winter.”
The trust has launched an
emergency appeal in an effort to
ensure that foodbanks can meet
the level of need. Donations can
be made through
trusselltrust.org/appeal.

OUTDOORS …
The Feast of Nicholas Ferrar of
Little Gidding: 2/12/22.

The annual public celebration of the life
Josie Barlow, the manager of the and witness of Nicholas Ferrar and his
trust’s foodbank in Bradford,
community returns to Sydney this year
West Yorkshire, said: “Someone
after a Covid hiatus. The local
who came to the foodbank
mission-college of the Oratory of the
Good Sheoherd invites you to a sung
recently told me that ‘Buying
milk is a luxury now.’ We are also Eucharist in honour of Nicholas and his
facing challenges. We have seen family.

a huge increase in people
coming to the foodbank in the
last two months compared to the
same period last year, and our
stock levels are very low for this
time of the year.”

When: Friday, 2 December, 2022
Time: 5.30pm
Where: Christ Church St Laurence,
Railway Square
Preacher: The Revd Ronald Henderson

Supper will follow in the Hall.
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Ban on choral singing based on flawed evidence, study
suggests - By PAT ASHWORTH
Misguided risk analysis lay behind pandemic ruling, paper says
A NEW scientific study suggests that the ban on choral singing which operated throughout the pandemic was based on flawed evidence and a
misguided risk analysis.
The ban arose out of reports in the United States in March 2020 that 52 of
61 singers who attended a rehearsal of the Skagit Valley Chorale, in
Mount Vernon, Washington, had subsequently contracted Covid. The
source was judged to have been a chorister at the practice who later tested positive for the virus, and was considered the super-spreader.
The Los Angeles Times carried the headline: “A choir decided to go
ahead with rehearsal. Now dozens of members have Covid-19 and two
are dead.” An investigation by the county’s public-health officials was referred to in other scientific papers and widely disseminated, and, with a
growing consensus that airborne droplets were spreading the virus, all
indoor singing was banned (Comment, 4 June 2020).
It dealt a serious blow to many choirs, both professional and amateur
(News, 29 May 2020, 19 June 2020, 26 May 2021). Scientific study accelerated. Two lay vicars from Salisbury Cathedral took part in rigorous trials
at Porton Down, the MOD’s Science and Technology laboratory, to test
how far airborne droplets could travel. These, and other studies commissioned by the Department for Digital, Media, Culture and Sport, were reported eventually to have given the Government confidence to reconsider appropriate mitigations.
Now a review of the Skagit case by scientists at Nottingham Trent University (NTU), Brunel University, and Brighton and Sussex Medical School,
has concluded that many of the choristers’ symptoms had started too early to have been caused by the rehearsal.
In a paper entitled The Skagit County Choir COVID-19 Outbreak: Have
we got it wrong? they review and analyse the original outbreak data in
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relation to published data on incubation. They conclude that it was
“vanishingly unlikely that this was a single point source outbreak as has
been widely claimed and on which modelling has been based”.
An unexamined assumption led to “erroneous policy conclusions about
the risks of singing, and indoor spaces more generally, and the benefits
of increased levels of ventilation”, the paper says.
“Although never publicly identified, one individual bears a moral burden
of knowing what health outcomes have been attributed to their actions.
We call for these claims to be re-examined and for greater ethical
responsibility in the assumption of a point source in outbreak
investigations.”
One of the co-authors, Professor Robert Dingwall, of NTU, said on
Wednesday that the speed with which the choristers were being infected
and displaying symptoms was implausible, and did not fit the epidemic
curve.
“All the ‘mights’ got turned into definite findings by the people who
quoted [the original study],” he said. “We looked at it and saw the
distribution of days on which the symptoms appeared, and realised they
just couldn’t all have been affected at that rehearsal — the symptoms
were just appearing too quickly.”
The research established that there were several people present who had
been infected earlier, and two were incubating symptoms. “It’s wrong to
say that this was uniquely dangerous,” Professor Dingwall said. “We
looked up the church on Google Maps to see the layout. . . You would
have to be there for something like 44 hours before there was any
question of re-breathing anyone else’s air.”
The paper concludes that the epidemic curve was not consistent with a
single source. It emphasises that it is not a criticism of the original
outbreak investigation, which, it says, “was clearly carried out in a
professional manner and with appropriate restraint in its conclusions,
given the state of knowledge at the time”.
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The space that the 61 singers used that night would easily have accommodated the full complement of 120. It was a church space, with a vaulted ceiling, doors opening and constant air movement; so it did not make
sense to imagine that there were clouds of fine droplets drifting around
and being inhaled. There was solid evidence, too, the researchers suggest, that in normal circumstances, breath typically travelled only 20cm.
The researchers conclude: “To the extent that this outbreak report has
been misused as a template, it is likely that other events have been
wrongly characterised as single source, that there has been a misconceived search for super-spreaders, and a rush to excessive investments
in ventilation technologies for enclosed spaces based on models that
have assumed what their author should have questioned.
“There is also a more general question about the extent to which the literature contains taken for granted papers that have not been subject to
critical re-examination.”

Churches and charities pitch in as cost-of-living crisis
begins to bite - By PAT ASHWORTH
CLERGY are not exempt from the cost-of-living crisis, and, alongside
pastoral concern for their parishioners, are increasingly in need of help
with their own energy bills, the Clergy Support Trust reports.
Figures demonstrate the increased need. The trust, which seeks to help
clergy families before they get to the point of crisis, made 18 grants in
2019 to help with energy costs. So far this year, it has made 378 energy
grants. Its chief executive, the Revd Ben Cahill-Nicholls, acknowledges
that this is partly because the trust is better known.
“But it’s undeniable that being in ministry is pretty tough for too many
people at the moment,” he said this week. “There’s a huge growth in
household need to pay those bills, but also for time away from the parish.
By the end of August this year, we had paid for around 900 clergy
households to go on holiday — an extraordinarily high figure.”
The trust’s best estimate is that, during the course of this year, about 15
per cent of beneficed and licensed clergy in this country will have had
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at least one interaction with it.

“The trust is part of the solution, but can’t be the whole solution,” Mr
Cahill-Nicholls said. “We have increasingly good and open relationships
with the diocesan leaderships, which is a great privilege and blessing to
us. There are many who really get this, and feel deeply and pastorally the
scale of the crisis for many.
“But [as in the public sector] the stipend has for many years either been
frozen or has grown in very, very small increments. We have been busier
year on year for many years now. At the end of 2021, we had helped
around 1600 households in the course of the year. This year, that number
is likely to be in excess of 2200.” Well-being grants now account for more
than one third of the trust’s annual spend.
Church Action on Poverty (CAP) teamed up with the Co-Op this week to
open 150 food pantries in the network, Your Local Pantries. The partnership, which aims to support 32,000 households in the next three years,
was launched at Peckham Pantry, in London on Wednesday by the TV
chef and rapper Big Zuu.

Food for the pantries comes from the national food redistribution charity
Fare Share, as well as local suppliers in each area. Members pay a few
pounds a week, and in return can choose groceries worth many times
more, with possible savings of £1000 a year. Pantries are set out as
conventional stores, with members able to select from the shelves.
CAP co-ordinates the network, which hopes to have 225 pantries in
operation in three years. James Henderson, its development co-ordinator,
said: “Pantries bring people together around food, soften the impact of
high living costs, and strengthen the power and potential of neighbourhoods.”
The director of community and membership at the Co-Op, Rebecca
Birkbeck, said that pantries were “all about dignity, choice, and hope. . . It
feels like a real step in the right direction to make the world that little bit
fairer.”
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Methodist Homes (MHA), which runs community-based services for older people, is calling for government support to enable it to continue to
run lifelines for older people so that their well-being and mental health
does not decline during the cost-of-living crisis.
The charity, which supports more than 11,600 people in 175 locations,
warns that older people will become increasingly isolated as the rising
costs of services such as transport start to bite. It reports increasing numbers of older people asking for advice on how to deal with bills, debt,
and anxiety.

Its chief executive, Sam Monaghan, said: “Despite the savings we make to
the public purse, local councils are having to make tough decisions to cut
services like ours, which, even though they are integral to delaying medical intervention, are, sadly, not recognised in their true value.
“We urgently need support from the Government, or through local councils, to enable our work to continue and expand if we are to avoid the
pressures experienced by older people being compounded. We are already having to fight for every penny of the grants we receive.”

The charity’s communities schemes have reported experiencing increased costs for food (up 71 per cent), resources (60 per cent), and
room-hire (54 per cent), all of which threaten their day-to-day running,
especially in conjunction with reduced attendance.
Meanwhile, the campaign Warm Welcome, created by a coalition of
churches and charities to provide safe and warm spaces for people who
cannot afford to heat their homes (News, 2 September), is getting a boost
from The Mirror newspaper, which is inviting readers to raise funds for
the project.
A former Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, is backing the appeal. He told
the paper: “This crisis goes far beyond politics. This is a moral issue —
our responsibilities to our neighbours and in particular to those who
have the least and whose needs are the greatest.”
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Lewes District Council has given £50,000 to help churches and
community groups set up and run similar warm spaces during the winter
months. Twelve grants have been awarded to St Peter’s in East
Blatchington; Friends of Bishopstone Station; Chailey Free Church; Kings
Church; Seaford Baptist Church; and Christ Church Lewes among others.
Foodbanks, advice services (including debt and welfare) digital
exclusion and green energy projects will also benefit from the funding.
Councillor Zoe Nicholson, Deputy Leader of Lewes District Council, said:
“When it became clear that the UK was heading into a cost-of-living
crisis, we moved very quickly to put a safety net of measures in place that
directly help local people who are in most need.”
The children’s charity Spurgeon’s is to launch a new resource — “Every
Family: 12 days of Christmas” — to help families cope at Christmas. It
reports a steep rise in the uptake of its services, with one in three
children in the UK living in poverty.
The chief executive of Spurgeon’s, Ian Soars, said this week: “Every day,
our teams meet families struggling to cope with both the practical and
the emotional impact of the current crisis, and, in the lead up to Christmas, this is only intensifying. Every parent wants to make Christmas
special for their children, and we want to support and equip families to
mark the season well, within their means.”
The resource will launch on 1 December, and includes daily advice from
qualified counsellors and parent support workers for the first 12 days of
the month. Some of the topics include talking to children about
uncertainty in the world, managing stress and overwhelm, and free or low
-cost festive activities.
The Church in Wales continues to call on supermarkets to do more to
reduce the price of essential goods, reduce waste, and support
employees. Two weeks ago, the launch of its campaign Food and Fuel
included an open letter expressing deep concern about the spiralling
costs of living.

33

The letter reiterated its belief that the big supermarket chains could play
a significant part in helping people who were struggling financially, but
also acknowledged the positive steps that some had had already taken to
address the issue.
Only four of the 11 — Aldi, Marks and Spencer, Sainsbury’s, and Waitrose
— have yet responded, the Church announced this week. The Archbishop
of Wales, the Most Revd Andrew John, reported that he had been meeting
decision-makers and politicians in Wales to advocate for people who are
being forced to decide between heating or eating.

“These engagements highlight the strength we have collaboratively, as
well as a commitment for improving the lives of the people of Wales,
which we all share,” he said.

How legendary chef’s widow ended up in affordable
housing - By Caitlin Fitzsimmons
When Amanda Bilson was raising her children in Bellevue Hill together
with her late husband, the famed Sydney chef and restaurateur Tony Bilson, she never thought she would face homelessness.
But that’s what happened when the Bilson restaurant empire collapsed in
2011 and then her beloved Tony became sick with bladder cancer in
2015.
He died in January 2020, feted as a pioneering chef who brought French
food to Australia and helped invent modern Australian cuisine.
Bilson, 69, lives in an affordable housing unit in Zetland, where she
nursed Tony for four years before his death. She is telling her story for
the first time to help put social housing on the agenda for the state election next March.
“I know how many homeless people are out there, I know how long the
public housing lists are, and I know how lucky I was to be offered an
apartment like this because otherwise I’d probably be living in my car
too,” Bilson said. “It can happen to anybody in any walk of life.”
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Department of Communities and Justice figures show the waiting list for
social housing was almost 50,000 in June 2021, nearly 18 months ago.
New figures are due out next month.
Community Housing Industry Association chief executive Mark
Degotardi said the government should release quarterly figures, but it
was likely to be significantly higher given the low vacancy rates.
“We’re urging both the government and [the opposition] that this can’t
be something that they just sit on and hope doesn’t become a political
issue,” Degotardi said.
“This is a live and critical issue now and the longer we wait, the worse
the situation will become.”
When the Bilsons first married in the 1980s, they bought a terrace in
Surry Hills. They were forced to sell when interest rates hit 17 per cent
in 1990, before the decades-long property boom, and rented ever since.
Bilson said she wished in retrospect they had bought another home, but
it was not a priority at the time.

Bilson took a career break when the children were young but spent
most of her working life as a book editor, while Tony made his mark on
the Sydney restaurant scene.
They met at Kinsela’s, which Tony opened with backing from Leon Fink,
after having already established himself as a chef to watch in the 1970s
with his former partner Gay.
During his life with Amanda, his many restaurants included the
three-hatted Bilson’s at Circular Quay, Treasury at the Intercontinental,
and Ampersand at Cockle Bay Wharf.
But in 2011, he was faced with an unexpected bill and his restaurant
empire went into liquidation. Soon after that, for unrelated reasons, the
Bilsons’ landlord decided to sell their home of 17 years.
Bilson said she is forever grateful the couple were offered a flat above
their friend’s fish and chip restaurant in La Perouse for a year. They then
moved to Kogarah and their son, in his early 20s, lived with them to help
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pay the rent of $500 a week.

When Tony, by then in his 60s, was diagnosed with cancer, they were no
longer able to afford the rent. The Bilsons were fortunate that community
housing provider City West Housing had completed new buildings in
Zetland and allocated them an affordable housing flat.
Zetland was a lot closer to St Vincent’s Hospital where Tony had his
cancer treatment, as well as their friends in the eastern suburbs. The
apartment is light and airy and filled with artworks collected during her
life with Tony.
Bilson said she was “a bit of a wreck” when Tony died, but she has found
inner strength she did not know she had and surprised herself with her
ability to make the most of her situation.
She now lives without financial stress, able to meet her rent and other
commitments, from her pension and part-time editing work, but admits
that “living with Tony, there was always financial stress”.
Bilson said Tony could be “very extravagant” but mostly any money he
made from restaurants was ploughed back into the next business idea.
“Tony was a genius in the kitchen but he wasn’t really a genius at
running a business,” Bilson said.
“I don’t want to make too much of that … I always thought of him as an
artist in the kitchen and saucepans were his palate, and there’s no
reason why somebody who is a creative genius would be a good
business person too.”
NSW Minister for Families and Communities Natasha Maclaren-Jones
said the Coalition had reduced the waiting list for social housing from
83,000 under the former Labor government in 2010.
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Have Baptists just sold their soul over same-sex
marriage? - By Erin Martine Sessions
I’m getting married soon. It’s been a long time coming. We have chosen
to be married using the Marriage Rites of the Baptist Union of Australia.
My not-so-Catholic-anymore fiancé and I met twenty years ago, studying
history at university. For almost two decades, our separate lives
unfolded in uncannily similar ways. We found faith. We studied theology.
We got married (to other people). We each cobbled together a living —
one in hospitality, the other in retail — while we struggled in the precarious academic underclass. We got divorced. We each continued to write
and speak about history, literature, religion, and theology. Now one of us
works for the last surviving theology department in an Australian university, and the other for the largest provider of theological education in
Australia. I am all but ordained as a Baptist minister. Our history degrees
have set us up for life, in more ways than one.
We didn’t choose the Baptist Marriage Rites because either of us holds
any “traditional” view of marriage — which, after all, is a modern legal
concept. In fact, we’re getting married when we don’t even agree on what
marriage is. For him, marriage is a sacrament; for me, it’s an ordinance.
It’s theological hair-splitting, but whole denominations have been
formed, and people martyred, for our right to hold such differing views.
So it was affronting, and rather devastating, to be a part of the Baptist Assembly that over the weekend blithely voted for the Baptist Association of
New South Wales and the ACT to cease to be Baptist. Was it over something like the filioque? Did we suddenly realise we’re all a bit semipelagian? No, it was over the institution of marriage.
My fiancé and I chose the Baptist Marriage Rites because distinctively
Baptist concepts like freedom of conscience, the separation of church and
state, and the priesthood of all believers are more important to us than
our differences in how we understand marriage. I thought that my denomination also believed our shared Baptist distinctives to be more important than our differences on how we understand marriage. I was
wrong.
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At what some of us have been calling “the Red Assembly”, 60 per cent of
my Baptist brethren voted for motions that would make us Brethren, not
Baptist. 60 per cent of a movement that exists because of our bloody and
hard-won right to dissent, voted to remove our right to dissent — most
without even recognising it (or the irony). 60 per cent of my church family
voted to disaffiliate churches and disaccredit ministers who do not
support (where support means “approve of” and “not act contrary to”) a
position statement on marriage. This power over ministers is unprecedented. Each of these points has significant ramifications on its own.
Together — one way or another — they mark the end of our Baptist
Association.
B.A.P.T.I.S.T.
I recognise I need to elaborate on what makes us Baptist, because if Baptists don’t seem to know, then I can’t assume everyone else does. Baptist
distinctives differentiate us from other Christian denominations. When I
was a student, as luck or providence would have it, I had the privilege of
being taught by the church history lecturer who quite literally wrote the
book on Baptist governance. Later, when it was my turn to teach church
history, I used this (forgive me, terribly twee) mnemonic device to help
my students remember our Baptist distinctives:
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1.

Bible — the Bible is the ultimate source of all essential spiritual truth.
We don’t need creeds or confessions. Scripture “is the only sufficient,
certain and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith and
obedience.” — The 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith.

2.

Autonomy of the Local Church — each Baptist church is autonomous,
or self-governing. No (religious) council, hierarchy or organisation
outside the local church can impose their will upon it. (Colossians
1:18; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, 19, 23)

3.

Priesthood of all Believers — all believers have “equal access” to
God. No mediator is required between God and God’s people. We
can each pray and study scripture for ourselves. (1 Peter 2:5, 9;
Revelation 5:9, 10)

4.

Two Ordinances — local churches practice two ordinances:
believer’s baptism (baptism by full immersion) and communion (the
Lord’s Supper). (Matthew 28:19, 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-32)

5.

Individual Freedom of Conscience — each of us has the freedom to
choose what we believe to be right. Assent to any belief, against our
will or conscience, cannot be forced. We are free to dissent. (Romans
14:5, 12; 2 Corinthians 4:2; Titus 1:9)

6.

Separation of Church and State — church and government have
separate spheres of operation. Neither should attempt to control the
other. (Matthew 22:15-22; Acts 15:17-29; Romans 13:1-7)

7.

Two Offices — the two offices of pastor and deacon exist within the
local church, but not as a hierarchy over it. (1 Timothy 3:1-13;
Acts 20:17-38; Philippians 1:1)

8 . Sign of Salvation — believer’s baptism is a public sign of personal
faith and identifying with Christ. Church membership (being the
body of Christ) is by believer’s baptism. (Acts 2:41-47; 1 Corinthians
12:12; 2 Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 4:3)
Of course, this isn’t exhaustive or definitive. That wouldn’t be Baptist.
A multiplying magisterium
Back to the Red Assembly. There was a long, complicated lead up which
resulted in twenty-two separate but contingent motions to be voted on.
The motions built towards establishing a means for disaffiliating churches and disaccrediting ministers that might not “support” our basic doctrines and statements of belief. Except, our constitution already had a
mechanism for this. The cultural crucible that brought these associationaltering, simmering tensions to a boiling dénouement, was same-sex
marriage. Except, we already had a 2004 statement on Marriage and
Sexuality. And legally, Baptist ministers can’t perform same-sex
marriage, regardless of whether we want to.
So, why were we voting? Over three years ago, five (and then later, four)
churches gave notice of motions which were aimed at making the
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process for how churches and ministers might confirm support for the
Basic Doctrines, Objects and Values
of the Association more robust. In response, the Association held meetings, created a Taskforce, convened
a Special Assembly in February last
year, and an online portal was set up
to receive submissions. Despite
these efforts, confusion reigned at
the Red Assembly. My own church,
though we were in broad agreement, took four hours to discuss and
make sure we understood each of
the motions.
In short, a handful of our more conservative churches no longer wish to
associate with a handful of our more
progressive churches. It’s as simple
as that. And as complicated as Motion 5:

(and bears an uncomfortable resemblance to the Exclusive Brethren
from 1950s onwards). Enshrining
these “position statements” — whatever they may be — in our constitution is legalism and poor governance. Position statements are what
we may think or recommend about
contemporary social issues, like climate change or gambling, for example. Position statements should not
require universal and uniform support and they categorically do not
belong in a constitution.
How not to be Baptist

Why did we suddenly depart from
history and make a new category of
statements we must support? To put
it bluntly, because Baptists don’t
have a doctrine of marriage. It’s the
Anglicans and the Catholics that
That the Association establish Asso- have a doctrine of marriage. Which
ciation Position Statements, as
brings us to the elephant in the
agreed by Assembly from time to
room. What “position” on marriage
time, which are then included in the did 60 per cent of us vote in?
Association’s Constitution.
Marriage is a covenant relationship
An ever-expanding list of externally ordained by God as a lifelong faithimposed “statements” which minis- ful union of one man and one womters and churches must “support” — an. Sexual intimacy outside such a
in other words, a multiplying magis- marriage relationship is incompatiterium — is prescriptive, contrary to ble with God’s intention for us as his
our own Baptist distinctives (see 1, people.
2 ,3, and 5 above), and makes us
more Catholic than it does Baptist
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The statement sounds more (or
should that be Moore?) Sydney
Anglican than it does Baptist. My
church, along with many others,
could not in good conscience vote
for this motion. We are in a position
of dissent. Until the Red Assembly,
this was permissible. But now, ministers can be disaccredited and
churches can be disaffiliated for not
“supporting” (approving of) not only this position statement, but other
future position statements. You’d be
forgiven for thinking that expelling
members for not toeing the party
line is Baptist, thanks to the Southern Baptist Convention, but in fact,
this makes us more Brethren than
Baptist.
The Brethren church split into the
Open Brethren and Exclusive Brethren because of who they would and
would not associate with. Sound familiar? The Open Brethren have a
congregational polity (like Baptists)
and the Exclusive Brethren have a
connexional polity (like Methodists). In connexionalism,
denominational concerns
supersede the concerns of the local
church. This is why I’m Baptist, not
Uniting or Methodist.
But (irony of ironies) 60 per cent of
us voted for “position statements”

which move us from congregationalism to connexionalism, because
they didn’t want to associate (be in
connection) with people and
churches who think differently to
them. And 60 per cent of us voted
for motions that would see those
who think differently — not on doctrine or statements of belief or our
Baptist values, but on “position
statements” — disciplined. This
would make us Anabaptist,
Exclusive Brethren or Mennonite,
not Baptist.
The 40 per cent who voted against
the motions, did so for a variety of
reasons. I dissent for more reasons
than I can fit in a think piece. But
here’s what I will say:
Traditional Christian sexual ethics
have over-emphasised the form of
sexual activity, i.e. the who, what,
when and where and given little
emphasis to the context of the
sexual activity, i.e. the power
balance in the relationship and the
presence or absence of consent to
sexual acts.
This quotation isn’t from recent
debates, but a report on church and
domestic abuse from over thirty
years ago: A Pastoral Report to the
Churches on Sexual Violence Against
Women and Children of the Church
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Community. Perhaps we could have a statement on marriage that isn’t
reduced to sexual intimacy, with a far less impoverished sexual ethic —
one that remembers God’s desire for us and our desire for each other —
rather than policing (what people think about) what people may or may
not do with their genitals?
Brethren, not Baptist
What I find most troubling about all of this does not come from the fact
that I am passionately, stubbornly, distinctively Baptist. It is because I am
an historian and educator. We have forgotten our history, we have showed
a disturbing lack of critical thought, and we have failed to consider future
consequences. I do not doubt that the vast majority of the 60 per cent had
good intentions. But good intentions do not ensure good outcomes. What
we needed was good governance. Good intentions hurt good people.
What we needed was good policy, not policing beliefs and behaviour.
Nobody wants the Spanish Inquisition.
Or Spanish Second Republic-inspired thought-policing. Which reminds
me, I forgot to mention why I’m in the process of being ordained. To be
ordained is to be set apart for service. I serve in theological academia. I
have a responsibility to the denomination who accredits me, and my
local church who ordains me, to think well, to think for myself, and to help
others to think well and for themselves.
So, if the Baptist Association of New South Wales and the ACT wants to
disaccredit me for thinking, for dissenting over category errors and
logical fallacies, over eschewing history and Baptist identity, over a
reductionistic view of marriage, for exercising freedom of conscience,
thought, and interpretation, then they can pry my accreditation from my
cold, dead hands. People were burnt at the stake and drowned in lakes for
Baptist beliefs and practices. Maybe next time we vote, we can at least do
them the honour of remembering what it means to be Baptist.
Erin Martine Sessions is an award-winning scholar and poet who has
lectured in theological academia for the last decade. She is currently an
accredit & with the Baptist Association of New South Wales and the ACT.
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“language of vision and strategy
risks ignoring the reality of frailty,
brokenness, sin” (Comment, 8 July);
- By REBECCA CHAPMAN
everyone following the same proChelmsford’s bishop is choosing not gramme is not the only way. Supportto impose plans on dioceses — will ing and empowering the local, with a
others follow this approach, asks Re- focus on “the way we travel”, not the
becca Chapman
destination, is to be the Chelmsford
THERE has been huge change for the focus.
Church of England in the past 18
Someone in the NCIs was clearly lismonths: the creation of the Save the tening. When the central vision and
Parish movement, a new General
strategy webinars were organised,
Synod, a Lambeth Conference, and one unpacking the place of strategy
the death of the Supreme Governor. in the life of the church included Dr
Change can be challenging, but we Francis-Dehqani as a direct result of
have been presented with a Vision
her June address (News, 23 Septemand Strategy for the Church of Eng- ber).
land for the 2020s to unite around, if
The recorded video of the webinar
we choose to. But is this vision what
throws up many questions. Does sucis needed for today’s Church?
cess mean higher numbers? There
During the past six months, the Bish- was a suggestion that we are
op of Chelmsford, Dr Guli Francis“anxiety-driven” as a Church, with
Dehqani, has spoken more of her
“narratives all around the place
radical alternative vision for her
about scarcity”. She said: “What we
diocese. In a church landscape filled are called to is faithfulness, to hold
with business terminology, with strat- steady, whilst the future emerges.”
egy, priorities, outcomes, factors,
Can we cease our obsession on inand concentric circle diagrams, the ternal struggles and “get over oursimplicity and clarity of her values- selves”? The Bishop was clear that
based approach stands out as bold, the Church must keep the focus on
counter-cultural, and hugely appeal- gospel values — including that it is
ing.
“death that leads to new life”.

There is an alternative to
Vision and Strategy

In June, Dr Francis-Dehqani spoke to Other voices are asking similar
her diocesan synod about how the
questions. Canon Rosie Harper, the
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Chaplain to the Bishop of Buckingham, for example, asked in a recent
sermon whether the C of E can
“move away from its managerial
style and its increasing levels of control, and focus on gentle and practical empathy”. She, too, noted that
“resurrection emerges from the
depths. You cannot impose it from
above.”

former Bishop, who is now the Archbishop of York, who leads on the national Vision and Strategy. There is
no reminder from Dr FrancisDehqani about the oath of canonical
obedience; there is no more talk of
“mapping”, or “amalgamating parishes”, or of “missional imperative”;
there is not even any longer an exhortation that the diocese “be visionled”. There is also a clear shift from a
LAST month, Chelmsford diocesan
command in 2019 to “stop talking
synod heard from its Bishop again.
about the diocese as if it was someThe traditional pyramid of
thing other than us”, to the suggesorganisational hierarchy is to be
tion now from Dr Francis-Dehqani
tipped on its head. There will be “no
that diocesan staff are to see themmore initiatives imposed from the
selves as support staff, with agency
so-called centre”, but instead a focus
promised to parishes.
on local discernment and discovery.
A single strategy will no longer be
Will that agency and support remain
the glue: “everything we do must
if the values of the centre are in conflow out of what we believe, rather
flict with those at a local level? This
than from a set of instructions we are values-based approach will require
told to follow — rooted in Jesus
those at a parish level to take reChrist, authentic faith, leads to ausponsibility in a new way. It focuses
thentic communities and authentic
on relationships. It is not without risk.
action.”
It asks each person to step up, each
parish to “be God’s people, in your
Engagement and shared values are
part of the world — faithful beacons
the priority, not delivering on any
of love and hope in the context of
national metrics. Reflection, not
your communities”.
reactivity, seems to be at the root of it
all — a rarity in these anxious,
THERE will always be a need for
changing times.
some sort of strategy, whatever the
local or national vision is, but also
This is in marked contrast to the
discernment on how to deliver it. In
diocesan addresses given by the
his most recent book, A Non-Anxious
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Presence (Moody Publishers), Mark Sayers suggests that “in an anxious,
crisis-driven environment, the leadership leverage comes from a nonanxious presence.”
The calm proposal of another way to be the Church of England in Chelmsford may prove to be just that — if the diocese can come together in a
shared direction of travel around values. We could yet find ourselves in a
world in which a single central Vision and Strategy for the Church of England was parked, and this alternative direction of travel was adopted by
more dioceses.

We might find that a management-based approach, and team of central
consultants to work on vision and strategy, were not needed after all. If we
can learn to travel well together, as Dr Francis-Dehqani suggests, might
we find that we truly have “something radical to offer the world around
us”?
Rebecca Chapman is a General Synod member for Southwark diocese.
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 27th November 2022
Advent I
[CELEBRANT] In glad expectation
of the coming of Jesus we bring
our prayers for the world and for
the people of God.

Christ, the Light of the world, in your
mercy,

Prince of Peace and Wonderful
Counsellor, come.

Loving Shepherd and Wounded
Healer, come.

Bring your peace to this troubled
world, that nations shall not learn war
any more. Give your wisdom to those
who guide nations, especially
Charles our King and Anthony our
Prime Minister.

Gather together your lost and lonely
ones, that no one shall feel unwanted
or unloved. Bind up all broken bodies
and wounded spirits, that the sick
and sorrowing may be comforted
especially Bill Sullivan and his family
as they mourn his brother. We name
before you those for whom we have
been asked to pray: Bill, Robert,
Warwick and Jan Roden, Ramona
Sharp, Martin de Vries, Joyce
Bannister, Barry Brandy, John Burns,
June Cameron, Elsie Dunnam,
Malcolm Green, Enid Kell, David
Morgan, Graham Norman, Sally
Palmer, Michelle Phillips, Diane
Smith, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne
Storey, Bob Woods and Bill Whittle.

Christ, the Light of the world, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Sun of Righteousness and Light of the
World, come.
Fill your people with a passion for
justice, that all may share creation’s
gifts. Shed your light on those who
dwell in sin, that we may put away the
works of darkness. Renew your
Church and inspire those who lead,
especially Justin of Canterbury,
Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our
Metropolitan and Michael our Bishop.
In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we
remember the Anglican Church in
Japan and its Primate Luke Ken-ichi
Muto.
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Hear our prayer.

Christ, the Light of the world, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Dayspring from on High and True
Messiah, come.

Waken us from the sleep of night, that at your coming we may be found ready
to greet you. We give thanks for the life of Tim Sullivan and we remember
before you those who have gone before, especially those whose year’s mind
occurs at this time: Alan Sample, Cecil Stephens, David Franks, Peter Walter,
Ernest Whittaker, Desmond Jackson and Doug Moran. May we and all your
saints be gathered into your glory and eternal presence.
Christ, the Light of the world, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel
of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Wednesday 30th November - Andrew, Apostle and Martyr



Friday 2nd December - Frances Perry, founder of the Royal Women’s
Hospital, Melbourne (d.1892)



Saturday 3rd December - Francis Xavier, Priest and Missionary (d.1552)
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