Welcome to worship

Sunday 28th November 2021
First Sunday Of Advent

8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I am

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
As you take your place in your pew,
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right,
and assemble by the roundabout on
2 Burwood Road.

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

Photos

Please do not take photos
inside the church or during the services of worship without permission.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora

Nation

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist

Year C

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

Jeremiah 33.14-16
Ps 25.1-10

The First Reading
The Psalm

1 Thessalonians 3.9-13
Luke 21.25-38

The Epistle
The Gospel

Malachi 3.1-4
Song of Zechariah
(APBA p.10 or p.425
Philippians 1.1-11
Luke 3.1-6
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
worship again at St Paul’s after
months of lockdown.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

The Greeting of Peace will continue
as a reverent bow to those one is
seated close to. Communion will be
administered at the communion rail
and directions will be provided in
the order of service.
Morning tea resumes Today and
everyone will need to sign-in again
using the Hall QR code and
observe all relevant hygiene
protocols and physical distancing
requirements.

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
As the situation changes with referEucharist
ence to the government’s direcPeople are quite free to decide not tives, we will review matters at that
to attend Church or any event if
point in time.
they do not feel comfortable doing
I am truly grateful to all those who,
so. All risk management
over the past months, have helped
procedures will be scrupulously
us to remain connected to God and
attended to including:
to each other through this pandem•
mandatory QR code sign in ic. Thank you for your loving
either with a smartphone or a Service of God and of God’s people
COVID- 19 card;
at St Paul’s and beyond.
•

•

wear a face mask at all times;

•

sanitise your hands on entry;

•

observe the 1 person per two
square metre rule (except for
house hold groups) and sit in
alternate pews;

The ministry team continues to
work on the postponed
sesquicentenary celebrations and
will communicate more about
these, along with our Advent and
Christmas services, in due course.
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I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Peace,
James.

Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only. Thank you.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands
than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In
addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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Sesquicentenary Dinner
The new date for our dinner is
Friday night the 25th February
2022. Many of you have already
booked and paid for it. That’s
great! But with Covid and all the
changes brought about,
especially the change of date,
we now have 8 places. If you would
like to book any of these please
see Rosemary. Anyone who has not
yet paid could pay now please.

Polishing brass and
Communion
vessels,
dusting, and cleaning
We will have a busy bee at the
Church on Saturday the 19th of
December at 10.00 a.m.
Please come along and help to
make St. Paul’s look beautiful for
Christmas.
Please bring some rags and silvo
and brasso. Thank you.

Quote of the Week…

lowing message of congratulations
to
St Paul’s for the 150th
Anniversary
That this House:
(1) Congratulates St Paul’s
Anglican Church, Burwood, on its
150th Anniversary.
(2) Acknowledges the historical
significance of the Church,
designed by renowned colonial
architect Edmund Blacket.
(3) Notes the milestone will be
marked by the dedication of a
mosaic, publication of a book titled
'St Paul’s Burwood 150 years of
faith, hope and love' written by
Graeme Starr, and hanging of
artworks created by local artist
Simon Fieldhouse, acknowledging
the generous donations of Sir John
and Lady Carrick.
(4) Recognises the boundless
generosity, love and care that is
extended to all who visit St Paul’s
and wishes them well for their
sesquicentenary.

- Notice given by Jodi McKay in
NSW Parliament on the 17th of
November 2021

"The soul that loves God has its rest in God and in
God alone. In all the paths that men walk in in the
world, they do not attain peace until they draw
[near] to hope in God." -Isaac the Syrian

Jodi
recorded
the
fol7

Where are they now?
Another frequent artist at our Lunchtime’ Recitals, John’s gregarious personality and musical prowess endears him to our audiences. He is a sensitive accompanist for voice and instrument and, at short notice, an
’entertainer’ in his own right.
John’s Performance dates:
•

31 July 2016 with contralto Nicole Smeulders and soprano Judith
Rough

•

20 June 2017 with oboist Maddison Hallworth

•

3 July 2018 with clarinettist Nakul Kaushik

•

16 April 2019 with Nicole Smeulders and Judith Rough

•

19 November 2019 “Ladies in Black”- solo

Sheryl Southwood OAM

David Russell

Recital Convenor

Director of Music

John Martin – Pianist

Hello to Sheryl and all the lovely St Paul’s crowd!
I come not to complain but to cheer, as I feel
there will be better times on the way once we are
through this surreal chapter!
I have, like all musicians, lost much work,
including a really enticing big show with Peter
Cousens, his daughter Daisy, and the wonderful
Jane Rutter! There have been many other concerts, shows and cabarets which likewise have
‘gone West’.
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I think most of them, however, will head back East due to having been
postponed rather than cancelled, and in this respect, I count myself very
fortunate indeed, as so many artists have found themselves with almost
no further career.
What I have been endeavouring to do with the added time on my hands
is to finish various compositions that I’ve had lying around in handwritten manuscript, get them typeset and revised, with a view to hopeful
publication. This involves them being presented to the panel for Wirripang publications, who are a frankly picky bunch last seen at a convention for hairsplitters!
I cannot complain however, as I now have something in the order of 50
works published, comprising piano works in two volumes, duos, choral
pieces and songs. Included in the recent preparations is a set of songs to
the poetry of the Australian romantic poet John Shaw Neilson.

Besides composition I have also had the pleasure of coaching and mentoring some delightful young musicians in the Highlands (where I live),
the Shoalhaven, the Illawarra, Canberra, Sydney, and the Blue Mountains.
I have such fond memories of performing for the friendly folk at St Paul’s,
having been there several times over the years, and on one memorable
occasion turning up to do a solo performance on not a lot of preparation
(about two hours’ worth) after a fine singer was rendered unable to perform through illness!
Of course, one of the major enticements is ever the beautiful food and
conviviality that happens post-performance!
So much love and warm wishes to you all, and here’s to much more live
music-making - and scone consumption!

John Martin
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Click & Collect Trading
Table

Raspberry Jam, Blueberry Jam,
Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince
&Apple Jam/Sauce

Marmalades
Due to the rain last Sunday we were Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon
unable to have the trading table
with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime
but did make $18 from Click &
& Ginger, Cumquat, Orange,
Collect.
Orange & Rum & Raisin, Orange
& Rum, Orange & Coriander &
The good news is the Trading
Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange &
Table will be back to normal next
Sunday 28th November in the hall. Lemon with Ginger, Orange &
Passion fruit Jelly Orange &
We look forward to serving you
Apricot, Citrus (various
with our jams/chutneys (see below
combinations of citrus fruit),
for the varieties), spinach, plants
Grapefruit, Ruby Grapefruit &
etc.
Pomegranate, Chai Spice
Tickets for the Christmas raffle
Grapefruit
will also be available. $2 each or
Spinach
3 for $5.
Bunches of spinach will also
Butters
be available
Lemon, Lemon Lime & Passion fruit
Looking forward to seeing you all
Chutneys/Pickles
soon!
Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw
Pam Brock
Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green
Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple
The Christmas raffle
Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney,
Tickets available for sale after the
Green Mango Chutney, Green
services and will be drawn after
Tomato Chutney
the carol service on the 19th
Jams
December.
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam,
Prizes include a homemade
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce,
Christmas Cake
Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly, Guava
Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly, Lilly
Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam,
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For General & Offertory
please use this account

Donations
details:

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican Church
BSB:
032 062
Account #:
250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
nations
please use this account

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
On line and Sunday giving: $1945

Do-

Parish Pantry: $155
Donation to National trust Account:$10

details:

Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:
032 062
Account #:
812238

TOTAL OF GIVING:$2110
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.
Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood,
to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of
the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. This is proving very successful.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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Toys for Christmas Giving
In the immediate Burwood area there are several families that will
spend Christmas in a Refuge within walking distance of St Paul’s. Along
with their mothers and siblings Christmas will be a safe place but it
won’t be the same.
These children belong to the families that we have been supplying
food hampers to each fortnight for some weeks now. All 18 children
will have a very different Christmas this year.
I enquired what these children would like for Christmas and we came
up with the following wish list. They range in age from 2.5 years to 18
years of age.
These lists have been compiled by a social worker in conjunction with
the mother and of course the child.
All toys must be new and in good working order. If you are able to
purchase one of these toys for one of the children please right your
name next to it on the clip board at the back of the church. We don’t
want several barbie dolls and no footballs. Some gifts are expensive.
You might like to get together with a group to purchase the present
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AGE

SEX

REQUEST

11

M

Micro Scooter

15

F

Mobile Phone

18

F

Mobile Phone

15

F

BTS album Butter

Grace and Peace to you.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God,
who will come and save you.”
—Isaiah 35.3-4
You who sit by the bedside,
who stay late to finish the report,
who wrestle your tireless demons,
do not fear.
You who gaze at the x-ray,
who face another meeting at the school,
who care for the aging parent,
have courage.
You who lament our cruelty and greed,
who write letters about the climate,
who stand in silence outside the prison,
stay firm.
God is not far, nor careless, nor scornful.
God is here, here to accompany,
here to love, here to save.
Keep faith.
When you are weary God will strengthen you;
when you are afraid God will sustain you;
when you cannot go on, rest your head:
God will carry on.
In your weak hands, in your feeble knees
the Beloved is present, full of grace:
not the outcome but the presence, always.
Take courage.
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord



Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10;
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-38

Advent has begun: a time of waiting for the coming of
Christ. This whole year has been a time of waiting waiting to see loved ones; waiting to worship together;
waiting for simple freedoms we have always taken for
granted. Waiting can be tough! But that changes when
we wait with hope. Our readings today encourage us, even as we wait, to
hope in God who is compassionate, faithful, and who draws near to us
(sometimes in unexpected ways).


Give thanks for the hope that comes in knowing and trusting God.



Give thanks for the work of ABM, whose mission is to bring God’s love,
hope and justice to this hurting world.

Text: The Reverend Cathy Ridd Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans ©
Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Moral superiority is no way to encourage people to be vaccinated
By Adam Piovarchy- a lecturer in philosophy at University of Sydney and research associate at the University
of Notre Dame Australia
-

As Australia’s vaccination rate steadily rises, we need to consider what
strategies will convince the remaining vaccine-hesitant citizens to get the
jab. At some point, if the current strategy hasn’t worked yet, it probably
won’t at all. Despite its early lead, the United States had to revise predictions concerning when herd immunity would be achieved as the number
of hold-outs turned out to be far greater than anticipated. In Australia,
worrying numbers of people are unsure about whether they will get vaccinated — even some health care workers.
For many of us, the need to get vaccinated seems obvious given how
clear the scientific evidence is. It’s tempting to want to grab our unvaccinated friends and family, shake them, and say, “What’s wrong with
you?”
But in trying to get people vaccinated, it’s worth making sure we don’t
accidentally fall prey to the very thing we’re accusing others of doing —
namely, ignoring the science.
It turns out that social scientists have studied what makes vaccinehesitant people change their mind — and, unsurprisingly, yelling at
them, “But the science is clear!” does not work. Nor does insulting them
on social media, dismissing their concerns, treating them like they’re stupid, saying their arguments are silly, or spamming their inbox with a
bunch of studies showing vaccines are safe. (To be clear: it’s not that vaccine-hesitant arguments aren’t sometimes silly — it’s just that pointing
this out isn’t effective.
Instead, what does work is acknowledging people’s concerns as valid,
sharing personal stories, using less dogmatic language, emphasising the
benefits of vaccination, and being empathetic. The problem is that our
decisions aren’t always based simply on a perfect assessment of evidence and arguments. Our emotions matter just as much, if not more. You
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might think your decisions aren’t being driven by your emotions, but
purely by your assessment of the evidence, risks, and benefits.
But upon reading the above paragraph, did you suddenly decide to be
more respectful to the next vaccine-hesitant person you encounter? Or
do you still feel tempted to make fun of them to your vaccinated
friends? Are you perhaps suspicious about how strong that evidence
really is?

There’s a curious irony here. The impulse to make fun of vaccinehesitant people, to be dismissive, to communicate our frustration, is a
way of expressing what we care about — namely, keeping people safe
through vaccination. And this is a valuable goal. These responses feel
like what we ought to do, and it is unexpected to learn that we can
better promote those goals by being considerate and empathetic to
those who are vaccine-hesitant. Even if we know the studies are right,
this doesn’t feel like the way to achieve those goals — it feels instead
like we’re legitimising bad science, or saying no one has a duty to be
vaccinated — and so we stick with mocking, berating, and insulting.
But this is exactly how vaccine-hesitant people experience their choice,
too. Even if they believe, on some level, that studies proving vaccine
safety are correct, getting vaccinated doesn’t feel like the kind of thing
that helps them achieve their goals of staying healthy — Needles are
scary! The government is depriving me of my right to choose! — and so
they don’t do it. Throwing a textbook at them, or bombarding them with
articles from the Medical Journal of Australia, won’t make those feelings
go away.
When we call on vaccine-hesitant people to “trust the science”, then,
we’re really calling on them to recognise their feelings of hesitation are
not well-founded, to trust their rational judgment, and to overcome any
impulse to maintain the status quo.

But if we’re going to make this kind of appeal to others, we need to be
willing to heed it ourselves. And that will occasionally mean biting our
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tongues, or acting respectfully towards opinions we find harmful or even
dangerous. One of the best things we can do is make getting vaccinated
seem normal, as simply part of a collective project, rather than yet
another marker of tribal identity in a culture war. It’s much harder to
frame being unvaccinated as a marker of independence, free-thought or
suspicion of the government if no one is arguing with you. Instead of
pushing harder, lower their resistance.
If you’re a strong supporter of vaccination, and you want people to listen
to the science, it’s important to make sure we do the same — not just the
parts that allow us to feel morally superior.

The students had never touched an instrument. Now they’re playing in orchestras - By Jordan
Baker

When the principal of Auburn’s St Joseph the Worker Catholic Primary
School wanted photos to commemorate the first day of the school’s
string program, she asked students to pose with their new instruments.
But none knew how to hold them because they’d never touched a violin.
And when the school’s new cello tutor played a few bars of classical
music, they listened with their mouths open, spellbound.
“They couldn’t believe one instrument could make that beautiful
sound,” principal Gai Melville said. A year later, they are playing in
string
ensembles and some, who may never have otherwise
picked up a violin, have shown precocious musical talent.
The students at St Joseph’s were among the first to benefit from the
Amadeus program at Sydney Catholic Schools, in which every student
between years 3 and 8 will be given the opportunity to play an
instrument.
The children will have access to 52,000 string, woodwind or brass
instruments, which they will learn to play in weekly, small-group
sessions during class time. They will also play in ensembles.
About 80 teachers and 270 specialist tutors have been hired to run the
program, which has the backing of Opera Australia, the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, Professor Anna Reid, and Sydney Youth Orches21

tras.
“It’s equity of access to a music education that in many areas of Sydney
would not be possible for financial reasons alone.”
- Tony
Farley, head of Sydney Catholic Schools
Lyndon Terracini, the artistic director of Opera Australia, believes a lack
of education about music in schools is allowing children to grow up
without an appreciation for it. He said the program is a “vital initiative
and I applaud them for it”.
“There’s no doubt there’s far less music education taking place in
schools than there ever was,” he said. “I think there’s a feeling from
governments that music is a non-essential service. It’s as important as
literature, and to ignore it is a disgrace.”
The head of Sydney Catholic Schools, Tony Farley, said benefits of learning music spilled over into other areas. “The neuroscience is pretty clear
about the ability of learning an instrument to enhance all sorts of areas
of learning, to assist with literacy and particularly with numeracy, and also the powerful experience of working with other people,” he said.
Attracting families to the Catholic school sector was not the primary aim
of the program, Mr Farley said, but it would help.
“We’re convinced that once people know about it, it’s going to be very
popular and already is,” he said. “It’s equity of access to a music education that in many areas of Sydney would not be possible for financial reasons alone.”
At St Joseph’s, the children are learning the violin, viola or cello. At other
schools in the Auburn-Lakemba region, which piloted the program this
year, they’ve learned brass or woodwind instruments.
Ms Melville worried the screeching of strings would be hard on the
teachers’ ears, but “I’ve been delighted and impressed with how quickly
the music teachers and tutors were able to produce recognisable tunes
with the students,” she said.
“They’ve already performed a little concert for kindy, year one and two,
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they were so nervous and so elated at the end that they had achieved it
together.
“They’ve been so responsible for their instruments, they take pride and
care. Over the whole year, there’s been maybe two bows broken. Some
of our students have found they can play by ear - they would never have
known that.”
The program will be rolled out to 33,000 students across 150 Sydney
Catholic Schools by region, beginning with East Hills, Horsley, North
Sydney and City West this year. It will begin in the remaining regions in
2023.

Between bond and breach: The covenantal theology of Leonard Cohen - By Marcia Pally
With the recent cascade of fires and floods, wars and pestilence, it has
become something of a cliché to make arch remarks about the arrival of
the apocalypse. And yet, there is something deeply concerning about
this time. One would be forgiven for feeling that one has fulfilled the requirements for a course on the Book of Revelation after watching the
nightly news. If one is of a questioning mind, wondering how precisely
we got here, the poet and soothsayer Leonard Cohen may have something to offer. The fifth anniversary of his death falls on 7 November 2021
— going by the Hebrew lunar calendar, it’s 12 October.
Any attentive listener to Cohen’s music, or sensitive reader of his poetry,
will soon discern that his aesthetic vision was underpinned by a rich ontology and theology. According to Cohen, our lives habitually ignore
what makes the world work — and it is this studied ignorance that lands
us in the kind of malaise in which we now find ourselves. But the diagnosis is the easy part. For Cohen, the hard part is coming to grips with the
question: why has transcendent source of all things
created us so
prone to violate the fundaments of creation? Cohen would not entertain
free-will theodicies as either an answer or a solace. Such explanations
only kick the fundamental problem down the road.
“Speaking to eternity”
Cohen’s theological understanding of the “being of things” begins with
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covenant: first with Adam, and then Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
then down through the history of this wayward species. According to the
Jewish tradition which Cohen explored throughout his life, covenant is a
foundational commitment with the transcendent and with other persons
— particularly with women, whom Cohen regarded both sexually, and,
following the Lurianic kabbalist tradition, as a portal to spiritual union
with the transcendent. Cohen called the transcendent “God”. As he
wrote in his 1984 Book of Mercy, “How beautiful our heritage, to have
this way of speaking to eternity.”
These two bonds — with God and among persons — are, for Cohen, inseparable and intertwined. Covenantal commitment to world is part of
covenant with God, and covenant with God sustains us in
commitment to world. Thinking one can have bond with God absent
care for persons gets you the ire of the prophets. Don’t think only of the
intemperate Amos or Jeremiah; there is also the soberminded Proverbs:
“To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than [ritual]
sacrifice” (21:3).
According to Cohen’s Jewish ontology, we are not complete,
autonomous, separate persons who happen to opt for relationships. Rather, we become who we are precisely through our relationships. We
flourish by seeing and seeing to our neighbours — those close to us
and those further away along our paths of global interconnectedness.
“My very uniqueness”, as Emmanuel Lévinas once put it, in language
strikingly resonant with that of Cohen, “lies in the
responsibility for the other man.”
Cohen’s Book of Mercy is a modern psalter, in which he described his
bond with God like this: “Not knowing where to go, I go to you. Not
knowing where to turn, I turn to you. Not knowing how to speak, I speak
to you. Not knowing what to hold, I bind myself to you.” Not only the divine, but also the entwined covenant with other persons runs through
his work. So, in his 1973 song, “Please Don’t Pass Me By”:
I brushed up against the man in front of me.
I felt a cardboard placard on his back …
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it said “Please don’t pass me by —
am blind, but you can see —
I’ve been blinded totally —
Please don’t pass me by.”

I

Passing others by precludes seeing and seeing to them. It makes us
blind and forecloses attending to our connection with others, however
close or attenuated. Or consider the language of Cohen’s 1967 song
“Suzanne”:
And you want to travel with her, and you want to travel blind
And you know that you can trust her
For she’s touched your perfect body with her mind.
The woman moves the narrator from the sexual and corporeal to mind
and spirit. At age 82, in the last group of songs he composed before his
death, Cohen was still writing of a woman whose breasts “opened to me
urgently / Like lilies from the dead”. As Pamela Erens put it, “The descriptions of the female body could be written only by someone who
adores its every form.”
Cohen brought the bonds of the entwined covenant together frequently
in crafting images that can be read simultaneously as speaking of God
and of commitment to another person. In “Come Healing”, he writes of
the entwined covenants even more directly:
The Heart beneath is teaching
To the broken Heart above …
Come healing of the Altar
Come healing of the Name
The heart “beneath” in the covenantal relations of the world “teaches”
covenantal love to God’s broken heart above. Covenant is bottom up as
well as top down. In the Jewish tradition, “Name” is one way to reference
God. Thus, Cohen notes the exchange of healing that comes of the human altar-ritual as it reaches “up” to God and the healing that comes of
the Name, God, as it reaches “down” to world. Thus, the entwined covenant.
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And yet, we breach covenant daily — with God and in our interpersonal and political lives. As covenant is the foundation of the cosmos, its
breach disturbs the workings of the world. That’s how we got to this
place of war, pestilence, fire, and flood. We fracture the structure that
holds the world.
“Looks like freedom but it feels like death”
What gets in the way of keeping covenant? Everything human. We
follow after the call of Babylon and Boogie Street — two themes that run
through Cohen’s work. As he once explained in an interview with Terry
Gross, “Boogie Street is a way to describe our lives. We go up a
mountain or into a hole [to spiritual retreats] but most of the time we’re
hustling on Boogie Street.” We are inconstant with God and ignore,
abandon, and aggress against each other because we think some
self-interest is better than relationship and covenantal regard. We find
fifty ways to leave our lovers out of fear of commitment, fear that our
autonomy and independence will be compromised by relational ties.
Cohen knew he failed the covenant, persistently — desirous of
relationship with God and persons, yet unable to sustain these very
relationships. Fearful of being subsumed, he bolted. Repeatedly.
This double failing — abandoning God and persons — brought Cohen
to his lifelong argument with God: why did God make us relational and
yet so easily able to sever the relationships we need? In “Lover Lover
Lover”, Cohen has God explain the world this way: “I locked you in this
body / I meant it as a kind of trial.” God made us for committed love yet
gave us bodies — wandering desires — which betray that very love.
What kind of “trial” is that? Indeed, what kind of God?

In his personal life, the yo-yo of love and flight left Cohen a man who
found even serial monogamy constraining. “I needed so much / to have
nothing to touch, / I’ve always been greedy that way”, he wrote in
“Night Comes On”, one of his most self-revealing songs. If feminine
beauty, like God’s grace, is too great in its awesome dazzle, one must
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protect oneself lest it subsume one and take control. In short, one
must flee. Or we think we must. As Cohen told Alberto Manzano in
1988, “The condition that most elevates us is the condition that most
annihilates us, that somehow the destruction of the ego is involved
with love.”
At age sixty-three, Cohen confessed to journalist Stina Lundberg
Dabowski, “I had wonderful love but I did not give back wonderful
love … I was obsessed with some fictional sense of separation.” He
said much the same in Nick Broomfield’s documentary, Marianne &
Leonard: Words of Love: “A large part of my life was escaping … so it
was a selfish life … people close to me suffered because I was always
leaving.” He could be a lot less polite about this sense of confinement, of suffocation. In the poem “O Wife Unmasked”, Cohen wailed:
“Claustrophobia! Bullshit! Air! Air! Is there an antidote to this mustard
gas of domestic spiritism?”
Yet in writing about his “greedy” self-protection, Cohen knew it was a
fault: his fault, our fault, never a strength. We kill ourselves off by it. In
“Closing Time”, Cohen grasps the paradox of the human condition:
“Looks like freedom but it feels like death.” We cannot stay with love
because we fear its murder of the self, so we choose “freedom” —
which feels like death. And that’s the power of Cohen’s laceratingly
self-aware imagery: a vivisection of his soul.
“Democracy is coming …”
Cohen’s political writings continue the theme of broken covenant.
Abandonment, poverty, and war are breaches of covenant in the
public sphere, in our paths of local and global connection. We don’t
evade bonds with God, lovers, and in politics in seriatim, but rather
all at once because they are connected — the entwined covenant.
Cohen’s 1992 song “Democracy” is a template for his political thinking. He begins with our political betrayals and aggression but moves
to the graver ill — lost prayer, grace, and covenant, here expressed as
the Sermon on the Mount:
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It’s coming through a hole in the air
From those nights in Tiananmen Square …
From the wars against disorder
From the sirens night and day
From the fires of the homeless
From the ashes of the gay
Democracy is coming to the USA.
From the struggles against tyranny and with the police, poverty,
homelessness, and prejudice, something of democracy may rise. But
then Cohen goes deeper, to the spiritual:
from the staggering account
of the Sermon on the Mount …
From the wells of disappointment
Where the women kneel to pray …
Democracy is coming to the USA.
The political covenant of democracy will emerge from the covenants
preached in Jesus’s sermon, remembered in prayer, and promised in
grace — if it comes at all. But if we betray and ignore these bonds, little
remains to hold the world together. And that’s how we got to where we
are now.
“I’m ready, my Lord”
Was there a conclusion? Did Cohen come to some resolution of his
struggle with God over our covenant breaches? Not resolution, but
perhaps an understanding of the entwinedness of covenant and an acceptance of a certain aporia. The title song of Cohen’s last song collection, You Want It Darker, begins with Cohen’s signature derisive address to God:

If you are the dealer, I’m out of the game
If you are the healer, it means I’m broken and lame
If thine is the glory then mine must be the shame.
Cohen confronts God: if you created this world, then count me out of
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your miserable creation. Why should I be broken in shame while you
are in glory? The refrain continues the charge:
Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame
A million candles burning for the help that never came.
You want it darker. We kill the flame.
The first line — “Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name” — is from the
Hebrew prayer for the dead, used in Cohen’s work for the first time in
this collection, released three weeks before his death. He is sarcastic:
this is the God we magnify and sanctify — a God who allows vilification
and crucifixion and whose help never comes? Why lay our souls in his
hands?
The last line of the refrain staggers the mind and faith: God, for his
unknown reasons, wants life dark. How dark? A later verse takes us to
the damage we do: “I didn’t know I had permission / to murder and to
maim / You want it darker / We kill the flame.” We, God’s dependent
creatures, do the dirty work of murdering and maiming. We were
created capable of doing so. Only a perverse God wants it darker and
makes his creatures kill the flame.
The second part of the refrain, however, puts an end to this ire. It turns to
God, whom we do not understand. But there are no other gods, as
Cohen acknowledges: the first and second commandments. The aporia
must be lived with; there is no other living. Hence Cohen sings, “Hineni,
hineni, I’m ready, my Lord.”
Hineni is Hebrew for “I am here, present, for you”. It is a pledge of
commitment to God. It is Abraham’s response to God when he is asked
to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19). But it is also Abraham’s
response to Isaac himself and to the angel who stops the sacrifice-thatwasn’t-to-be. Abraham is present, in covenant, with them all: to the person of Isaac, as to the angelic and divine. The entwined nature of covenant is why the sacrifice was never to be. Sacrificing Isaac, breaking
covenant with him, would not demonstrate bond with God. It would end
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it.
Cohen, in invoking this Abrahamic hineni, assents to the entwined commitments to God and persons. Covenant with one is at once covenant
with the other. This is God’s creation. Rending one covenant rends them
all, and thus the relations that hold the world together. We will flounder
through fire, plague, and flood until we stop the rending.
Three weeks before he died, after a life of ricocheting between bond
and breach, Cohen answers God with “Hineni”, I am here, present for
you. This is Cohen in relationship, who understands that God is the healer whom he sought and resisted throughout life — and that God is now
taking him out of it.
Professor Marcia Pally teaches at New York University and held the
Mercator Professorship in the Theology Faculty of Humboldt University,
Berlin.

Chronicler of the depths
Rowan Williams celebrates the work of Dostoevsky, born 200 years ago on the
11th of November 2021
THE chances are that the novels of Dostoevsky, whose bicentenary is
being commemorated this month, will still be read centuries from now,
as Shakespeare’s plays are read, as an abiding landmark for how the
human spirit imagines itself. He has the distinction of being a fervently
Christian writer who is regarded as a genius by a variety of fervent nonbelievers.
But this is not all that surprising. One of the watershed moments in the
reading of Dostoevsky came with the publication of a study by the
Russian critic Mikhail Bakhtin in 1929 (revised and enlarged for a new
version in 1963). Bakhtin explained that part of what was unsettling and
original in Dostoevsky’s fiction was his “polyphonic” technique: his
willingness to allow conflicting voices and perspectives the fullest
possible scope.
His novels are, in that sense, like plays: the author’s perspective does not
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appear as such on the stage. There may be characters who articulate the
author’s view, but they have to take their chances along with the rest of
them. And Dostoevsky is quite capable of putting his views into the
mouth of disreputable, failed, even occasionally demonic figures, inviting us to test things for ourselves, not to take the authorial word for it —
just as he also sets out deliberately to make the case for unbelief more
forensically and more mercilessly than many atheists.
THERE is something definitely theological about this. One 20th-century
Russian Orthodox commentator, Paul Evdokimov, liked to say that Dostoevsky positioned his “saintly” figures like icons hung in the corner of the
room. They were present, not intervening; not dominating, but inescapable — a sort of image of a God who genuinely makes a world that is different from the divine reality, in which there is always divine presence
and divine grace, but no guarantee of divine direction or victory as we
would usually understand such words.
Dostoevsky — who loved and repeatedly studied the Fourth Gospel —
grasped that the coincidence of cross and glory was the inevitable implication of a world in which freedom was a reality. In various ways, the
novels reflect on that coincidence — not providing us with a series of
happy endings, or even of compellingly achieved holy personalities, but
giving glimpses of spiritual discovery in and through the lives of unlikely characters, the guilty, the confused, the pathological, and the pathetic.
A recent short study of Dostoevsky by the Bulgarian feminist scholar
Julia Kristeva goes so far as to say that his novels are always
“Christological”, in that they always pivot around a “kenotic” insight: the
world is a place from which God is absent, God has withdrawn — that is,
God is not an agent among others in the world we see.

For the Word to become flesh is for the Word to live in the centre of divine absence — ultimately in death and abandonment. Faith is seeing/
sensing the Word as an absolute imperative of love in the hidden centre
of the abandoned world. And the opposite of faith is not doubt, but the
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confidence that we can fill up the
absence of God in the world by setting up ourselves, individually or
collectively, as God: setting ourselves up as the providers of final
answers, final solutions, that are always in reality utterly destructive of
humanity.

thing in the myth of Jews’ killing
Christian children.

He is as flawed and shocking as any
of his characters, and there is no
point trying to whitewash him. As
with any artist, what asks to be attended to is the shape and rhythm
of what is actually made in his
Hence what is perhaps Dostoevworks. His unsparing commitment
sky’s most famous and widely anas an artist to letting his own posithologised passage, the “Grand In- tion and authority be questioned
quisitor” story in Brothers Karama- does not absolve him of responsizov, which imagines Christ under
bility for the bigotry, violence, and
cross-examination by the Spanish malice tha the can show as a writer,
Inquisition, condemned because he but it does allow us to learn from
offers humanity a freedom that hu- him without idolising him.
manity cannot cope with.
He knows, at least, that he is
Not that Dostoevksy was a liberal in fallible; he knows that the artistic
any remotely recognisable sense. creator’s voice is not the voice of
His political views were chaotic and God, and that the artist’s job is to
often extreme, critical of all sorts of listen and reflect the free diversity
aspects of Tsarist Russia, but savof human interaction, and to say
agely anti-Western, sceptical of au- what they have to say only in and
thoritarianism, but contemptuous of through this many-voiced
the individual liberties treasured
representation.
by the Enlightenment. His journalIT IS a cliché to say that Dostoevism is ferocious and abusive (he
sky is full of contradictions (he
would have loved Twitter, I’m
would no doubt have said, “Of
afraid); he voices unforgivable
course!”): his practice as a novelist
anti-Semitic prejudices, and, worse
was to stage debate and conflict,
still, in Karamazov allows one of his
not to silence it, and those debates
“positive” characters, Alyosha, to
were manifestly going on inside
imply that there might be somehim at least as much as outside.
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But one last point is worth making.

Sometimes, we learn about human
dignity by seeing just how inhuman
He is associated, rightly, with the
we can make ourselves — by acts
depiction of moral extremity, and
of appalling cruelty and betrayal,
even atrocity (his description of the
and by acts of spectacular stupidity.
sexual abuse and suicide of a little
girl in Devils is almost unbearable It takes a very strange creature to
to read in its account of the state of achieve the heights and depths, the
mind of the abused, abandoned,
tragedy and comedy, of human
and self-loathing child). Yet he is
relations. We are strange; and
also a brilliant comic writer,
Dostoevsky sets out to rub our
someone whose eye and ear for
noses in our strangeness — so that
absurdity are disturbingly keen.
we begin to get a glimpse of just
He can show us the vacuous selfhow strange it is that we should be
importance of fashionable
loved, absolved, and transfigured if
intellectuals, the ridiculous
we would only allow it. There is
fanaticism of the religious, the
plenty there to contemplate for the
self-deluding melodrama of
next couple of hundred years.
student politicians, and much more
in ways that are abidingly and
painfully funny.
But this is not just a “by-the-way”
fact about him. He writes out of a
deep commitment to human freedom and dignity, but that freedom
includes, in his eyes, the freedom to
be irrational and ridiculous.

No Wednesday mid-week Communion between

Christmas and February

There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas and
throughout the month of January.
Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 29th of December 2021
and will resume on Wednesday 2nd of February 2022.
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INTERCESSIONS No
Light of the world, as we await your
coming again, we give thanks for
the universe and its many
wonders: the warmth and light of
the sun, the refreshment of rain
Lord of the universe, you rule over and the power of the wind and the
all with grace and wisdom, grant
waves. May we praise you always
such grace and wisdom to those in for the gifts of your creation and
authority in the world that injustice may we work to preserve it. In the
and oppression will be no more.
midst of the ongoing flooding, give
As we begin this season of
your protection to the endangered
reflection and contemplation,
communities along the rivers, their
guide us, and Christians
livestock and crops and agencies
throughout the world, especially
that provide help where it is
the Gulf Atlantic Diocese, as we
needed.
prepare ourselves for the coming
Lord, we wait in hope, in your
of the Christ Child. May all who
mercy: hear our prayers.
are charged with the care of your
Prince of Peace, bring peace to
flock be wise, gentle pastors
our broken and divided world,
particularly Justin of Canterbury,
especially all who live in fear for
Geoffrey our primate, Kanishka
their lives because of war,
our archbishop, Michael our
oppression or anarchy, in
bishop and Fr James and our
Afghanistan, in Somalia and
ministry team. In the midst of all
Central America. Bless the
the secular preparations, may we
find time to explore the mystery of peacemakers and advocates for
change, that they will undertake
your love for us.
their roles without fear or favour.
Lord, we wait in hope, in your
Lord, we wait in hope, in your
mercy: hear our prayers.
mercy: hear our prayers.

[[CELEBRANT] Lord of steadfast
love and faithfulness, as we
wait for the coming of your
kingdom, we bring our prayers
to you in the hope of salvation.
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Our Saviour and comforter, we remember the many members of our
community who struggle with the busyness of modern life. Bring hope to
the homeless and unemployed, to prisoners, those who mourn, the sick
and dying and any others in distress. Rest your healing hands on them,
especially those on our parish prayer list:
Graham Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; June
Cameron; Roger Davidson; Grace Mao-Jing; Malcolm Green; Greg; Enid
Kell; Norma Kneipp; Fr Shenouda Mansour; Lola Marr; David Morgan;
Graham Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Ernie
Stubbs; Sylvia; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Geoff
Voller & Bob Woods. We also pray for others known to us and those who
have no one to pray for them.
Lord, we wait in hope, in your mercy: hear our prayers.
Lord, you are both the journey and the journey’s end. You created us and
have a purpose for each of us. We continue to give thanks for the life of
Caroline Wall, Dennis Allan Bennett and for all who have their year’s
mind at this time: Alan Sample; Cecil Stephens; David Frank Raines;
Desmond Jackson; Doug Moran; Dorothy McKenzie and Elsie May Miller.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory in communion with all the saints.

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
[ALL] Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your
grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Tuesday 30th November - Andrew, Apostle & Martyr



Thursday 2nd December - Frances Perry, Founder of the Royal Women’s
Hospital, Melbourne (D.1892)



Friday 3rd December - Francis Xavier, priest and missionary (d.1552)



Saturday 4th December - Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, man of prayer
(d.1637)
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