Welcome to worship
Sunday 3rd April 2022
Fifth Sunday in Lent
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Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today

Year C

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

Isaiah 43.16-21
Ps 126
Philippians 3.3-14
John 12.1-8

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Isaiah 50.4-9a
Ps 31.9-18
Philippians 2.5-11
Luke 22.14-23.56
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News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
Eucharist

People are quite free to decide not to
attend Church or any event if they do
not feel comfortable doing so. All risk
management procedures will be
scrupulously attended to.
From Saturday 18th of February 2022,
singing and dancing is permitted.
The following rules also applies:


Density limits no longer apply



Anyone can attend a wedding,
funeral or place of worship.



You are not required to be fully
vaccinated or show proof of your
vaccination status.



Face masks are no longer
required for indoor premises.



QR check-in are no longer
required at places of worship.

The Greeting of Peace will
continue as a reverent bow to those
one is seated close to. Communion will
be administered at the communion rail
and directions will be
provided in the order of service.
Everyone is welcome to come to our
Morning tea. You no longer need to
sign-in. We will still observe all
relevant hygiene protocols .
As the situation changes with
reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters at
that point in time.
I am truly grateful to all those who,
over the past months, have helped us
to remain connected to God and to
each other through this pandemic.
Thank you for your loving Service of
God and of God’s people at St Paul’s
and beyond.

I hold you and our community,
nation, and world in my prayers.

May God’s peace sustain and
surround you at this time.
Fr James
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask
you not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable
receiving from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive
the bread only. Thank you.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that
not receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread
into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the
hands than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic.
In addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip
if one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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The Community Choir
at St Paul’s
Our choir has now resumed.
It is on every Tuesday from
5.30 – 6.30pm. It is held in the
Main Hall at St Paul’s. If you
enjoy singing we’d love to see
you. New members are always
welcome. Don’t worry if you can’t read music. As all you have to do is
enjoy singing. You just have to turn up.
If you need more information just email Barbara Stone on:
barbarastoneam@gmail.com

Parish Council Meeting
Our first Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday the 20th of
April at 7.00 p.m. in the Rectory. We begin each Parish Council meeting
with a Eucharist.

Mother’s Day Raffle
Tickets $2 each or 3 for $5
Prizes include Sunbeam Feel Perfect heated throw (cosy microfleece)
Prodyne Hostess Set ( 3-tier Stairway Salad bowl, Buffet on ice,
Condiments on ice)
Plus more
Please support this fundraiser for the fabric of the church
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Trading
Table
The Trading Table made $200.80
last Sunday. This includes having
the table after the Mater Chorale
Concert. The Mother’s Day raffle
sales have begun. We have $108 so
far. Please get your tickets after the
services. Thank you for your support.

Liqueur Jam, Spiced Nectarine Jam,
Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Yellow Plum & Passionfruit Jam,
Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, Spiced
Fig & Apple Jam

Marmalades
Cumquat, Lime, Mojito Lime,
Lemon, Meyer Lemon, Orange,
Orange & Rum & Raisin, Orange &
We look forward to serving you
Rum, Orange & Coriander &
with our jams/chutneys (see below
Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange
for the varieties), plants etc. I now
& Lemon with Ginger, Orange &
have some fig jam available for the
Passion fruit Jelly, Citrus (various
first time thanks to the generous
combinations of citrus fruit),
parishioner with a prolific tree.
Grapefruit, Chai Spiced Grapefruit

Butters
Lemon, Lemon & Passionfruit,
Lime & Passionfruit, Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw
Chutney, Mango Chutney, Crab
Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple
Chutney, Choko Chutney,

Jams
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam,
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce,
Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly,
Cherry Quava Jelly, Apricot &
Passionfruit, Choko & Ginger Jam,
Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Peach
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Plants
A selection of plants at reasonable
prices
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1
each
There are some EPSON computer
inks available in various colours.
Do you have a printer that could
use these?
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock



Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3.3-14; John 12.1-8

In today’s gospel reading we find Judas carping
about the cost of the ointment that Mary spreads over
the feet of Jesus in an act of love. St John tells us that
this was because Judas used to embezzle the disciples’ common funds. If I were to examine myself, would I find areas of my
life where I complain about others to cover my own iniquity?


Jesus Christ, the Suffering Servant, may I not fool myself or others into thinking I am good when I behave badly.



Give thanks for the distinctive contribution that Torres Strait
Islanders make to the Anglican Church of Australia



Give thanks for Transparency International and other organisations
that work to eliminate the injustice of corruption.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022

Solid Wood Unit for free
•

Solid wood measuring 150x170

•

In near perfect condition

•

Fitted lighting for mirrored showcase
area

•

Swivel / moving board for the TV

•

Opening at the back for electrical
cables

If you are interested, please contact
Pat Conchar on 0415 339 618
Pick up from Lane Cove.
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

Quote of the Week...
The cross is not the suffering tied to natural existence, but the suffering tied
to being Christians. The cross is never simply a matter of suffering, but a matter of suffering and rejection for the sake of Jesus Christ, not for the sake of
some other arbitrary behavior or confession.
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)
German Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, and key founding
member of the Confessing Church
10

PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
We are in desperate need of cereal.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2,005.00
≈ Parish Pantry: $130
≈ Donation towards National Trust: $10
≈ Donation towards Mater Chorale:$20

BSB:

032 062

TOTAL OF GIVING:$2,165.00

Account #:

250028

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to
be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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It is a thing most wonderful
A poem by William Walsham How
It is a thing most wonderful,
almost too wonderful to be,
that God’s own Son should come from heaven,
and die to save a child like me.
And yet I know that it is true:
he chose a poor and humble lot,
and wept and toiled, and mourned and died,
for love of those who loved him not.
I cannot tell how he would love
a child so weak and full of sin;
his love must be most wonderful,
if he could die my love to win.
I sometimes think about the cross,
and shut my eyes, and try to see
the cruel nails and crown of thorns,
and Jesus crucified for me.
But even could I see him die,
I could but see a little part
of that great love which, like a fire,
is always burning in his heart.
It is most wonderful to know
his love for me so free and sure;
but ’tis more wonderful to see
my love for him so faint and poor.
And yet I want to love thee, Lord,
O light the flame within my heart,
and I will love thee more and more,
until I see thee as thou art.
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Will this election be about
defence … or the cost of
petrol?
- By Stephen Cauchi
Military spending and cost-ofliving have been mooted as likely
big issues in the upcoming federal
election while foreign aid likely
receive little attention, according
to commentators in the recent
Conversations with the Archbishop.
Archbishop Philip Freier mooted
the upcoming federal election
could be a “khaki election”
dominated by massive military
spending, but guest, political
commentator Michelle Grattan,
said she believed cost-of-living
would be the bigger issue.
Also joining the archbishop,
Anglican Overseas Aid chief
executive Jo Knight said she
believed little would be spent on
foreign aid.

would probably return to cost-ofliving pressures.
She said this would also likely be
the focus of the federal budget,
due for release on Tuesday 29
March.
“What is the national political debate at this instant? It’s about petrol,” Grattan said.
“Ordinary people are concentrating on cost-of-living and petrol
prices and issues of this sort,
where the government has been
trying to talk up a storm for a khaki
election.
“The government, as it’s putting
the finishing touches on the
budget, is having to think about
this cost-of-living issue rather than
the defence numbers.”

Speaking from AOA’s perspective,
Ms Knight said defence spending
suited the Coalition’s framing, and
played into Australia’s fears. She
The Conversation’s chief political said in her experience, a federal
correspondent, Grattan said there election focused on such fears
had been much talk recently about were never good for the
defence spending in the wake of
marginalised in Australia, or
the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
nearby.
But she said the political narrative
18

Ms Knight said the pandemic had
also been a massive crisis in
society, calling on both parties to
take action to fight deeply-rooted
societal injustice.
She said there should be as much
attention on homelessness, job
creation and foreign aid as there
was on defence.

backdrop of the war in Europe.

“The numbers just seem to be in
the billions and keep blowing out,”
he said.
“Do you think we are, especially in
uncertain times, going to have what
people are calling a khaki election
– something that ratchets up
military security and military
spending?”

“In my years with foreign aid I’ve
seen that particular area decline
Grattan noted that the COVID-19
constantly, yet defence is untouchpandemic had also taken a huge
able and just grows,” she said.
toll on the “exhausted” electorate,
“We can and must demand a
and on the political process.
hopeful future. There’s certainly
She said campaign-items would
exhaustion but at the end of the
likely be dominated by focusday our politicians work for us
group research, which had many
and we need to call them to
negatives for Australian society.
account.
She said the government was em“The last two years of the
phasising themes of economic
pandemic have really revealed
management and national security,
some of the underlying issues that
but not coming up with much in the
we face around poverty and First
way of bold ideas.
Nations people, how we treat
foreigners, how we look after each Likewise, she said Labor was
running with a very cautious
other, how we relate to
approach.
government.”
Dr Freier said “mind-boggling
numbers” were being quoted by
politicians about long-term
military investments, including
nuclear submarines, against the

“We’re not really seeing parties
put forward very strong and welldefined visions for the future,” she
said.
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Mystery of prayer powerful
in a dark world

“works” is a mystery, just as God is.

I am convinced, however that there
is an unstintingly loving power at
- By Clare Boyd-Macrae
the heart of the universe. And it is
Throughout history, through all
my experience, and the experience
manner of disasters, Christians
have prayed. People of other faiths of many other faithful people, that
every time I pray, something shifts,
do the same, and people without
faith but with goodwill send positive as though I can access a tiny part of
that loving power.
thoughts out into the universe.
Is this irrational-seeming behaviour Two examples from my own life.
First, when I pray for situations of
simply wishful thinking?
conflict in which I am embroiled,
At the moment, like countless othsomething in me softens. Second,
ers, I am praying for the Ukraine
my husband and one of our adult
many times a day, as I am for the
children have debilitating illnesses.
flood-ravaged parts of our country. I pray for them constantly, without
And I continue to pray about global expecting a “miracle” cure.
warming, better treatment for
(Although there are miracles aplenrefugees, justice for our First
ty in my view – from modern mediPeoples, and for an end to the
cine to the remarkable people
patriarchy that continues to blight
around us that sustain us in the
human history.
darker times.) I know that when I
pray regularly, I manage to cope
Nick Cave famously sang that he
didn’t believe in an interventionist with more grace and endurance. I
meet others in similar situations,
God, and in some ways I agree. I
and I perceive the incredible c
don’t think God intervenes in the
ourage, humour and resilience in
world and our lives in a crude,
the vast community of the ill and
mechanistic way, protecting some
those who care for them. I see more
and smiting others. Nor do I think
that God pulls strings for favourites, clearly the abundant beauty that I
miss when I am not in the habit of
or that prayer works as a kind of
manipulation of the Divine Creator praying. Sometimes, an opportunity
to do something practical in the
and Lover of us all. How prayer
area I am praying about may even
20

present itself.

He said this meant that as all
Christians learnt simplicity in their
When I am in the habit of praying, I
lives, they were engaged in
become a clearer channel of God’s
rediscovering and re-entering their
love, able to contribute better to all
gifted existence as God’s image.
that is good in the world. When I
pray, in some small way, God’s spirit Dr Williams spoke in February as
is more easily able to work in and
part of an online series of talks entithrough me.
tled ‘Unified Consciousness: One
Mind One Heart’, organised by the
As a Christian who believes that
World Community for Christian
somehow the creator God became
Meditation.
a person in Jesus of Nazareth, my
prayers are not simply a wistful
He said that far from simplicity besending out of good vibes. In my
ing “a kind of lack”, it was actually
experience, prayer allows me to tap “a kind of fullness”, describing it as
into a boundless resource of grace a kind of completeness, just as in
and love that is vastly bigger than I God, all that God is, is poured out in
am.
all that God does.

So I will keep praying for the
Ukraine, and the climate crisis, and
the refugees. Because when anyone
prays in love, from the heart, something changes.

He said the more we reoriented and
re-established our lives as places
where divine life happened, God
looked at what He had made and
saw God.

Simplicity, Dr Williams said, was the
Why simple living might
mean asking ourselves tough freedom in this moment simply to
turn to God and to mirror God.
questions: Williams

- By Roland Ashby

“The task of simplicity is
Christians are called to a life of sim- recognising that in this moment it is
plicity because they believe that
possible to turn and possible to
human beings are made in the im- reflect the gift that’s poured out. In
age of God, former Archbishop of
this moment. We don’t have to wait
Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams said until tomorrow and we don’t have to
last month.
lament the fact that we did it better
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yesterday. Simplicity is the belief
that a new creation starts now. Here
… It is possible. It is given to us; to
turn to God and to reflect God,”
Dr Williams said.
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keep me safe, how can I plug all the
gaps in myself with the goods of
this world?”

“We may not do it with the wholeness of heart we’d like. We may not
feel that we’re making a particularly good job of it. Never mind, it’s
not about success and achievement, it’s about recognising that
something is possible and if this is
my desire, to turn to God, to mirror
God, then in that moment while that
freedom is realised, something
happens in me and through me
which makes a difference around
me. “

“The simple person is the person
who is not a threat to those around.
God isn’t a threat to us because
God doesn’t have an agenda, God
doesn’t want to use us or exploit us,
make something of us, in order to
satisfy his own mysterious
purposes. God simply wants us to
be there, receiving the divine love
and radiating it back. And so when
we are living in and from that life,
there’s going to be something
about our lives that is more deeply
hospitable, more deeply
welcoming.”

“If what I truly want is to turn to
God and to mirror the divine life of
gift, then one thing that will no
longer be true about me is that I’m
a slave of obsessions, acquisitive
craving impulses; I’m no longer out
to excavate and occupy and dig in
to a place in the world at other
people’s expense. “

Dr Williams said that as the door
to simplicity opened more widely,
Christians discovered more and
more things they could do without,
not because they despised those
things, but because they
recognised those things did not
matter in their journey towards
God, and alignment with Him.

“If I’ve turned to God and know
that I can mirror God, wanting to
be with God … then the last thing
that will be on my mind is the
question of how can I secure
myself, how can I acquire what will

He said simple living necessarily
involved asking ourselves tough
questions, particularly in our own
era, with the massive damage that
unbridled consumption had
inflicted on the environment.

Moreover, for Christians simple
living was also about learning
more and more deeply how their sense of themselves, and their place
in the world, didn’t depend on success, control or accumulation of
goods.
“A simple life is a life in which I become more free, and if I become
more free then those around me become more free likewise,” Dr
Williams said.
He said simplicity was about learning to see God’s grace as the root of
our very being, and learning to speak and act from the place deep
within us that resonates with the life and gift of God.
“Somewhere in each one of us there is that reality that resonates, which
gives out the same note of the divine action that creates it …
Resonating with the gift and act of God that calls it into being,” he said.
“Simplicity is really just the liberty and the capacity to say yes to that
gift, to let our note sound in unity and harmony with the note of God’s
voice as it addresses us.”
During the question-and-answer session following the talk, Dr Williams
was asked by someone describing himself “as a person of relative
wealth” how best he could discern how God would want him to reflect
His image. Dr Williams replied: “I suppose the question I’d like to start
with is, ‘How can my life and my actions be good news for those who
don’t have wealth … How does [my wealth] become transforming for
others?’”
A long-time meditator, Dr Williams said he meditated “because I have a
sense of my need, my urgent need, to open up … [to that which] supremely is, and is active; and as a Christian, I believe that activity is
what is literally embodied, crystallised in the life and death and
resurrection of Jesus … I meditate to be fed”.
He said that his meditation practice depended on responding to what
was pouring out towards him from an immeasurable and infinite source.
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Welby, Kirill, and Pope Francis discuss peace in Ukraine
- By PAUL HANDLEY
THE Archbishop of Canterbury and the Pope both spoke with the Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, on Wednesday.
Their separate conversations, via video link, took place amid growing
condemnation of the support that the Russian Patriarch has given to
President Putin’s aggressive campaign against Ukraine.
In their conversation, Archbishop Welby urged Patriarch Kirill to speak
publicly about the need for peace.
Each side has issued a short statement about the conversations, giving
limited information about what was said. There appears to have been
agreement about what the Lambeth Palace statement calls “a lasting
peace based on justice”, but no details about what this might look like,
or how it might be achieved.
In the Lambeth conversation, which lasted for 55 minutes, Archbishop
Welby “expressed his grave concern about the war in Ukraine which he
said is a great tragedy. He stressed the need for an end to the violence
in Ukraine and said that war and violence is never an answer.
“The Archbishop said we need to find ways to live as neighbours in Europe without the aggression and human suffering which have been too
much part of our life and history.”
Archbishop Welby spoke of the need to be “united in following the
great call of Jesus Christ on his disciples to be peacemakers, to do what
we can to enable politicians to do their work of establishing the freedom and rights of all people in Ukraine”. The statement goes on: “He
appealed to His Holiness to join him in speaking for peace in public,
and spoke of the need for a ceasefire.”
For its part, the Moscow Patriarchate acknowledged the “crisis” in
Ukraine, and said: “His Holiness Patriarch Kirill set forth in detail the
stand taken by the Russian Orthodox Church on the developments since
2014. They dealt with the humanitarian aspect of the crisis, including the
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church aid to refugees. His Holiness in particular stressed that each
person should have the right to freely confess their faith and speak their
mother tongue without being subjected to political persecution for it.
“The sides underscored the need to achieve as soon as possible a
lasting peace based on justice and agreed to continue the interaction.”
There was a greater dissimilarity between the accounts of the
conversation between Patriarch Kirill and Pope Francis. The Vatican
pointed out that it took place in the context of an agreement between
the two men, signed in Cuba in 2016, that deplored the violence that
was then confined just to the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine.
A joint statement at that time said: “We deplore the hostility in Ukraine
that has already caused many victims, inflicted innumerable wounds on
peaceful inhabitants and thrown society into a deep economic and humanitarian crisis. . . We invite our Churches in Ukraine to work towards
social harmony, to refrain from taking part in the confrontation, and to
not support any further development of the conflict.”
And it exhorted “all Christians and all believers of God to pray fervently to the providential Creator of the world to protect His creation from
destruction and not permit a new world war.”
The Vatican account of Wednesday’s conversation quotes Pope Francis
as saying: “Wars are always unjust, since it is the people of God who
pay. Our hearts cannot but weep before the children and women killed,
along with all the victims of war. War is never the way. The Spirit that
unites us asks us as shepherds to help the peoples who suffer from war.”
The Moscow Patriarchate’s account is more measured: “Special attention
was paid to the humanitarian aspects of the current crisis and the actions of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church
for overcoming its consequences.
“The parties underscored the utmost importance of the ongoing
negotiation process, expressing the hope that a just peace would be
achieved as soon as possible.”
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International pressure on Patriarch Kirill grows
-By JONATHAN LUXMOORE
RELIGIOUS leaders around the world continue to condemn the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and contribute to growing pressure on Patriarch
Kirill of Moscow.
Condemnations of the invasion this week came from Roman Catholic,
Protestant, Orthodox, and Muslim leaders in various countries, including
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew, and Archbishop Chrysostomos
II of Cyprus, who said the conflict had vindicated Bartholomew’s recognition of Metropolitan Epiphany’s independent Church in January 2019.
“The Russian President is making a huge mistake in ruining such a large
country, without caring how many souls, made in God’s image, his action
takes away,” the Archbishop said last weekend.
“How can Mr Putin go to church, repent, hold up his cross and receive
communion, while killing at the same time? Is this his Orthodoxy?”
Speaking on Sunday, the Pope said that he, too, was joining his voice to
that of “ordinary people begging for an end to the war”. He was grateful, he said, for the “great network of solidarity” currently helping
Ukrainian refugees.
“In the face of the barbarism of the killing of children, innocent people,
and defenceless civilians, there are no strategic reasons that hold: the
unacceptable armed aggression has only to be stopped before it reduces the cities to cemeteries,” Pope Francis told pilgrims in St Peter’s
Square.
“In the name of God, hear the cry of those who suffer and put an end to
the bombings and attacks! Focus really and decisively on the negotiation, on humanitarian corridors that are effective and safe.”
In an apparent reference to Patriarch Kirill, the Pope said that God’s
name was profaned by “those who support violence”, and said that he
was praying for God “to convert hearts to a firm will for peace”.
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Calls have continued abroad for the
75-year-old Patriarch, who lauded
President Putin’s “high and responsible service to the people” in a
speech hours before the invasion,
to stop offering moral and spiritual
justification for what Russia calls a
“special military operation”.

baptismal font, are united by common faith, common saints and prayers, and share a common historical
fate,” he said in response to an appeal from the Revd Ioan Sauca, the
Romanian Orthodox acting general
secretary of the World Council of
Churches.

In a letter last week, more than 100
Christian leaders from the US National Council of Churches urged
that Patriarch Kirill “prayerfully reconsider” the support that he was
giving the war, and use his
“profound influence” to intervene
with Russia’s rulers.

“This tragic conflict has become a
part of a large-scale geopolitical
strategy aimed, first and foremost,
at weakening Russia and stirring
Russophobia.”

On Tuesday, the President of the
Polish Bishops’ Conference,
Archbishop Stanislaw Gadecki of
The letter was signed by the Presid- Poznan, told a press conference he
ing Bishop of the Episcopal Church had also received a reply to his
in the United States, the Most Revd appeal to Patriarch Kirill, which
Michael Curry, as well as by Evan- emphasised the “eternal covenant
gelical Baptist leaders, who, in a
of blood and faith between Russia
separate statement, also called on and Ukraine”, and warning Poland’s
Christians to demand that the US
bishops they would be better
administration increase pressure on employed “dissuading politicians
President Putin’s government and
from aggressive statements and
“help Ukraine resist aggression”.
actions against Russia”.
But last week Patriarch Kirill
blamed the West for stoking church
divisions and turning Ukrainians into enemies of Russia.

Opposition to Patriarch Kirill’s
pro-war stance nevertheless
appears to be growing within
Russia, where hundreds of
Orthodox clergy have defied
“The peoples of Russia and Ukraine,
draconian new penalties against
who came from one Kievan
“public dissemination of falsehoods
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about Russia’s armed forces” by
sia to “end its bloody offensive”.
signing a petition against the war —
Meanwhile, Russian Orthodox cleras well as among Russian Orthodox
gy at St Nicholas of Myra, Amstercommunities abroad.
dam, closed their church and reIn a letter last week, the chief pas- quested Dutch police protection,
tor of the Paris-based archdiocese having sought a transfer of jurisdicof Orthodox Churches of Russian
tion to the Ecumenical Patriarch afTradition in Western Europe, Metro- ter alleged threats by their propolitan Jean of Dubna, warned Pa- Moscow archbishop.
triarch Kirill that his Church’s unity
Divisions are also widening in
was under threat, as members were
Ukraine’s Moscow-affiliated Orthoexpecting “an evangelical message
dox Church. Metropolitan Onufriy
of peace”, and called on him to
of Kiev reiterated last week that
raise his voice “against this monthere was “no excuse for those who
strous and senseless war”.
start wars”, and urged an exchange
The Metropolitan also deplored Ki- of prisoners and repatriation of
rill’s attempt to justify the war as “a wounded servicemen.
metaphysical battle” in a Moscow
At least 20 Moscow-linked Orthosermon on 6 March, and condox eparchies, or dioceses, in
demned the Patriarch’s claim that
Ukraine have removed Patriarch
Russian forces were “on the side of
Kirill from their prayer lists. Several
the light and God’s truth”.
senior metropolitans have backed
Staff at the Moscow Patriarchate’s
demands by clergy groups for
new Holy Trinity Cathedral in Paris independence from the Moscow
were reported to have refused ad- Patriarchate.
mission to French Protestant and RC
In Facebook on Monday, after a
leaders when they arrived to delivRussian missile strike killed 35
er an appeal to Patriarch Kirill on
and wounded 130 at a military base
10 March.
close to the Polish border,
The Russian Orthodox seminary
Metropolitan Filaret of Lviv-Halych
outside Paris, however, denounced denounced the war “treacherously
“imperialism and nationalism” in a started by the Russian Federation”
statement last week, and urged Rus- as “not just a sin, but satanic
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madness”, and said Russian actions In Russia, where at least 15,000
were “increasingly bearing signs of people have been arrested for
genocide”.
protesting against the war, a Roman
Catholic priest, who asked not to be
The Metropolitan told the French
named, told the Church Times that
Catholic daily La Croix that he had
his church had been unable to
personally written to President Putin
publish recent peace appeals by the
demanding withdrawal of the
Pope and other Christian leaders
Russian army, and that only 40 per
because of current curbs on free
cent of Orthodox fellow-bishops still
speech.
favoured links with Patriarch Kirill.
The Chaplain of St Andrew’s, MosPreaching in Moscow on Sunday,
cow, Canon Malcolm Rogers, said in
Kirill nevertheless reiterated earlier
a weekend message that many
claims that Russian Orthodox
young Russians appeared “crushed
Christians were being “persecuted”
by what has been done in their
in Ukraine, and expressed the hope
name”, and that many feared a
that Ukrainians and Russians would
return to the “isolation and
stay united, regardless.
economic depression” of the 1980s.
“We believe the Orthodox faith and
“Today, as many of our dear friends
Orthodox Church will not suffer
have left Russia, and as we
damage from the ongoing political
nervously wonder whether or when
processes, which we hope will soon
we should leave, we are even more
pass,” said the Patriarch, who also
conscious of our powerlessness,”
presented a special icon on Sunday
said Canon Rogers, who is the
to leaders of the Russian National
diocese in Europe’s area dean for
Guard which is fighting in Ukraine.
Russia and Ukraine.
“If we endure, then our Russian land
“We pray for the time when there
will be preserved, which now
will be no more ‘fake news’, lies,
includes Russia, Ukraine, and
betrayals or violence, and no more
Belarus, as will our Church, whose
fear and death. And it is our very
children live in different states all
powerlessness which opens to us
over the planet. We believe the Lord
our dependence on God and on him
will be with us if we preserve the
doing wonderful works.”
purity of the Orthodox faith.”
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Why the six-day creation story is not what you might
think
- By Carolyn King
The six-day creation story of Genesis one has always been at the very
centre of the science-faith debate. In this article Emeritus Professor Carolyn King explains how an understanding of ancient cultures can bridge
the divide over this key biblical text.
Much of the perceived science-religion conflict is based on centuries of
imposing our own cultural assumptions upon ancient texts, and on a failure to ask the right questions about what they were originally about.
Preliterate cultures passed their ancient knowledge down the generations in the form of easily memorable stories, later written down into
what became authoritative Scripture. The book of Genesis is the product
of long, slow years of development of ancient oral traditions dating back
to at least 1200-1000 BC. The oldest written version, dating to 950-850
BC and known as the Old Epic, is preserved in Genesis chapters 2-11.
By contrast, Genesis 1 is a literary work dated to around 550 BC.
Understanding the long shadow of ancient cosmology
Our materialist assumptions about how the universe works colour our
thinking in ways we seldom recognise, and which were certainly completely unknown to the authors of Genesis. We leap to the conclusion
that Genesis 1 is describing the origin of the material universe, because
we can’t see how else it could be read. We assume that the apparent
contradiction between Genesis 1 and evolutionary science is because
the biblical writers were ignorant of science, and their story can be
dismissed as a fable.
But those who take the trouble to understand how ancient cultures
actually thought about the world tell us that the real primary concern of
Genesis 1 was quite different. Hebrew theologians did not ask, “How
was the world made?” but rather “What is it for?”.
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In John Walton’s illuminating book The Lost World of Genesis One, he
shows us how asking the right questions about the original meaning of
this primary text removes all reasonable grounds for the modern
dispute. Genesis 1 does not contradict science – it is not about science.
On the contrary, it is concerned only to assert the Hebrew belief in the
authority of God overruling the cosmologies common to all cultures of
3000 years ago. Pagans saw the universe as created by multiple deities
for their own pleasures, and the human population as living in slavery
and fear of them. Contrary to that, Genesis 1 is a masterly statement of
the Hebrew belief in a world created by one, all-powerful and loving
deity specifically for the benefit of human creatures capable of enjoying
and caring for it.
Appreciating the internal logic of Genesis 1
The logic is very clear when the six days are arranged in two columns of
three. Reading down the columns from days one to three shows the creation of functional spaces in order. They provide the bases of time (day
and night), weather (water and sky), and food (land and vegetation).
Then, on days four to six, those functional spaces are filled with their inhabitants. On day four, the sun, moon, and planets appear, responsible
for providing the visible markers of time. On day five, the waters and the
sky are inhabited by fish and birds, and commanded to be fruitful and
multiply. On day six, the land and vegetation are occupied by beasts,
whose function is to serve humans, and people, who have the responsibility to care for the earth and its inhabitants.
In short, Genesis 1 insists that the sun, moon, and stars are creatures, not
gods, and are certainly not to be worshipped. The dome of the sky was
seen as a solid firmament, with windows to let through the rain, and fixed
tracks along which the sun and the planets moved. The heavens and
their inhabitants were created to serve humanity by marking the passing
of the days and seasons and by helping us to organise the annual rounds
of planting and harvesting.
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Walton helpfully compares the sequence of divine actions described in
Genesis 1 with the building of a new school in six stages. In this analogy,
the school designers first set out the structure, so at stage one they need
light on their plans. At stages two and three they build all the required
functional spaces, such as classrooms, library, gym, offices, gardens,
playing fields and a pool. Only when these are ready can those spaces
be populated with inhabitants. At stage four, electric lights, power points,
clocks, and internet connections, at stage four, aviaries, terraria for frogs
and lizards, aquaria, and fishponds, and finally at stage six, pupils and
staff.
The authors of Genesis 1 saw no need to describe the material origins of
the earth, because everything was simply assumed to have been made
by God. The questions we ask of the text, such as, how could there have
been light on the first day when the sun did not appear until the fourth
day, would have been pointless and incomprehensible to those for whom
it was written.
The few places where Genesis 1 apparently agrees with science, at least
to some extent –such as placing the arrival of humans last on the six-day
sequence of events, after the vegetation and the animals – are not proof
of an inspired pre-vision of cosmic history as we understand it now. Genesis 1 is not and never was intended to explain the material origins of
the universe in terms that have any relevance to our scientific
knowledge. Only much later did philosophers begin to suspect there
could be more to see behind the solid firmament of the sky.
Read with understanding of its original intent, Genesis 1 does not contradict science at all. It is not about science. On the contrary, it is set out as a
text for congregational participation in a joyful annual festival. It has
rhythmic wording suitable for group speaking, it has a strong emphasis
on the world designed as home for people, and is regularly punctuated
by choruses proclaiming that “… it was good.” (In the context, “good”
means fit for purpose, not morally good). So the most likely original context of Genesis 1 is as the text for a literal seven-day festival celebrating
the inauguration of the cosmic temple, like the one for the inauguration
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of Solomon’s temple described in 2 Chronicles 7:8.

It is hard for us to cast off our materialist assumptions and step out of our
world into that of 3000 BC. But if we do that, we discover that Genesis 1
frees us from any need to choose between a religious belief versus
contemporary science for explanations of the world around us. It does
not deny a religious assertion that God made material creation, only that
Genesis 1 is not about that story. It does not deny evolution, or that the
material universe evolved long before humans; rather, it assumes that the
long procession of pre-human creatures helped to prepare the earth for
humans. Since Genesis 1 never was about material origins, there is no
conflict with science. The tragic science-religion war was never
necessary.
Carolyn King is a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand and
Emeritus Professor at the University of Waikato. She has doctorates in
science (Oxford) and religious studies (Waikato). Her research interests
are the ecology of small rodents and mustelids, national park philosophy
and management, and the relationships between science and theology.

Australian Anglican bishops call on government to increase
refugee intake
- By JONATHAN FOYE
A group of 40 Anglican Bishops have written to Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, calling on him to lift Australia’s national refugee intake.
The call for an increase comes in the wake of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and the return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan. The 40
bishops co-signed an open letter, dated 20th March, during the National
Meeting of Bishops.
The letter calls on the government to provide an additional 20,000 additional places for Afghan refugees, in addition to Australia’s usual intake.
While the Morrison Liberal government previously announced it would
provide more places for refugees, it has yet to increase Australia’s intake.
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The bishops provided qualified praise to the government for helping
refugees escape Afghanistan.
“It was heartening to hear the proactive approach you had taken,
facilitating 32 evacuation flights and assisting over 4,000 people to
escape from Afghanistan,” the letter said.
“We heard and appreciated your reiteration that the initial intake of
3,000 refugees from Afghanistan would be ‘a floor and not a ceiling’.”
However, the bishops expressed disappointment in the government’s
follow up efforts. According to the letter, the Department of Home Affairs has received applications from more than 145,000 people in Afghanistan.
“The government’s announcement in January that more places would
be provided for refugees has amounted to no additional refugee places
and that there would only be 15,000 places allocated to people from
Afghanistan within the existing refugee program,” the letter said.
“We feel that providing only 15,000 refugee places over four years
from within the existing program is not an adequate response.”
The Anglican bishops’ letter was signed by the Archbishop of Adelaide
and Primate, Geoffrey Smith, three other archbishops, the Bishop to the
ADF, Grant Dibden, regional bishops, the National Aboriginal Bishop,
Chris McLeod, and the Bishop for International Relations, Malcolm
Richards.
Australian Government accepts New Zealand offer
The government signalled another change in asylum seeker policy on
Thursday when it announced that it would accept an offer from New
Zealand to take 150 refugees a year from Australia’s offshore detention
program.
The offer was initially agreed to by the Gillard Labor government and
the Key government in New Zealand in 2013, but had been left
untouched by successive governments.
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Despite the shift in policy, the government has yet to formally respond
to the Anglican Bishops’ letter at the time of writing, and refugee
advocates have expressed concern that asylum seekers will still be left
in limbo.
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees welcomed the
announcement, but said that the arrangement will not apply to many
other asylum seekers who are yet to be resettled after the crises in
Afghanistan and Ukraine.
“With 112 refugees and asylum seekers today on Nauru, and some
1,100 others in Australia, the arrangement will not be sufficient to cover the needs of all,” said Adrian Edwards, a representative of the commissioner.
The letter is the latest in a long series of calls from Australia’s church
leaders for the nation to take more refugees.On 7th February, two
Anglican bishops locked themselves in a cage as part of a protest
calling on governments to free refugees detained in the Park Hotel in
Carlton, Victoria.

In June, 2021, an inter-denominational delegation assembled in
Canberra to to meet with immigration minister Alex Hawke. The
delegation included representatives from Uniting, Anglican, Catholic,
Salvation Army, and other churches. Another delegation,which also
included faith leaders, met with the minister in February this year.

Americans are leaving church and most aren’t coming
back: report
- By Leonardo Blair
In Matthew 11:29 of the Bible, Jesus calls for all those who “labor and
are heavy laden” to come to Him for rest, a rest that the Church has
promised new converts for centuries. A new report released Thursday
by the American Enterprise Institute shows, however, that despite the
proven benefits of belonging to a faith community, Americans are increasingly leaving organized religion with each subsequent generation and the majority aren’t coming back.
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In the report, Generation Z and the future of faith in America, Daniel A.
Cox, senior fellow in polling and public opinion at the American Enterprise Institute, who also serves as director of the Survey Center on
American Life, paints a complicated and diminished view of religion in
American life.
Much of the disaffection for religion today is largely driven by people
who were once religious. There is a growing population of the religiously
unaffiliated whose once religious parents raised them without religion.
“Young adults today have had entirely different religious and social experiences than previous generations did. The parents of millennials and
Generation Z did less to encourage regular participation in formal worship services and model religious behaviors in their children than had
previous generations,” Cox wrote. “Many childhood religious activities
that were once common, such as saying grace, have become more of the
exception than the norm.”
In line with the wisdom of Proverbs 22:6 which says, “train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it,” Cox
noted that “for as long as we have been able to measure religious commitments, childhood religious experiences have strongly predicted
adult religiosity.”
With more parents raising their children with weak or no bond to a faith
community, it’s a lot more difficult for them to be converted in adulthood.
“If someone had robust religious experiences growing up, they are likely to maintain those beliefs and practices into adulthood. Without robust
religious experiences to draw on, Americans feel less connected to the
traditions and beliefs of their parents’ faith,” Cox explained.
For nearly 30 years, notes Cox, research shows the share of Americans
who identify as religious has consistently declined with each new
generation.
“This pattern continues with Generation Z demonstrating less
attachment to religion than the millennial generation did,” he said.
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Generation Z, born in the late 1990s and early 2000s, is now the least
religious generation yet, with 34% of them identifying as religiously
unaffiliated. Among millennials, 29% identify as religiously unaffiliated,
while Generation X stands at 25%. Only 18% of baby boomers and 9%
of the silent generation identify as religiously unaffiliated.
“It’s not only a lack of religious affiliation that distinguishes Generation Z.
They are also far more likely to identify as atheist or agnostic,” Cox said,
noting that some 18% of the cohort identified as either atheist or
agnostic.

Only 4% of the silent generation, for example, identify as atheist or
agnostic.
Cox noted that one of the most significant changes in American religious
culture has been the increasing rate at which Americans can now remain
non-religious.
“Today, nearly two-thirds (65%) of Americans who report having no
childhood religious affiliation say they still are unaffiliated as adults, rivaling that of established religious traditions,” he wrote.
In 2014, only 53% of Americans raised without a formal religious tradition
retained their secular identity as adults. In 2007, that number was 46%.
“One explanation for the rise in retention rates among unaffiliated
Americans may be that an increasing number of Americans are being
raised in nonreligious households and holding onto those commitments
into adulthood,” Cox said.
Some 29% of Americans who are unaffiliated were raised without
religion. In 2014, this share was 21%.
According to Cox, most Americans who abandon their childhood faith
can’t point to a single event that caused them to leave and characterize it
as a gradual drifting away.
Cox pointed to a number of factors that have impacted a diminished view
of organized religion, including a breach of trust.
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“Gallup has found that trust and confidence in organized religion have
plummeted over the past two decades. In 2021, only 37% of the public
reported having a great deal or quite a lot of confidence in religious
institutions, a massive decline since 2001 when 60 percent reported
feeling confident,” he said.
He further added that while only 35% of Americans overall believe religion causes more harm than good, among the disaffiliated who were
raised in religious homes, 69% say religion causes problems more than
it provides solutions. Some 63% of Americans who have always been religiously unaffiliated also believe religion causes more problems in society than it solves.
And while more than half of Americans say raising children with religion
is a benefit, 82% of the religiously unaffiliated disagree. Only 40% of
Gen Z see raising children with religion as a good thing.

Spiritual tourism tipped to boom as travellers pursue a
different kind of holiday - By religion and ethics reporter
Barbara Heggen
For as long as humans have walked the Earth, we've travelled.
Even in an age of abundance, with the internet at our fingertips, we're
still driven to seek out tactile experiences.
Whether it's to see family and friends, visit museums or lie on the beach,
the hope is to be transformed — to return home replenished, rested, or
more knowledgeable.
There's also a cohort of travellers who are seeking more.

They're on a spiritual path, similar to a pilgrimage, but deeper and more
immersive.
One of those is Irina Morrison. A few years ago, she set out on the Mystic
Express, a tour of Indian temples and ashrams. It changed her life.
"Growing up in a non-religious environment, I was always sceptical and
a little bit resentful of churches or leaders of religion or faith," she says.
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"This trip turned that around completely."

For two weeks Irina visited temples, meeting Sikh, Hindu, and Buddhist
spiritual leaders.
"It was much deeer than just learning basics about the Hindu religion, or
just going to a temple to observe what the Hindu temple looks like," she
says.
"The opportunity to meet these leaders and to have that intimate time
with them, that's what was so life-changing for me.

"Just to be in their presence and to hear their wisdom — it was a real eyeopener."
Irina could have backpacked her way around India's spiritual sites, 1970s
style, but says that wouldn't have been the same.
"One particular ashram is not even open to the public," she says.
"The owner is a high-level spiritual leader and speaks at the United Nations. I wouldn't ever be able to, on my own, find him and his ashram and
be able to sign up or be a guest."
From monastery immersions to a spiritual network
The doors to these sacred places were opened to Irina by a group called
World Weavers, co-founded by Australian man Ben Bowler.
In 2006, Bowler travelled to the Thai-Burma border with his then wife
Jildou Brouwer to work with a Canadian NGO called Free School.
He became fascinated with the intercultural tapestry of religion and spirituality. Out of this was born the idea of Monk for a Month.
With the blessing and guidance of local religious leaders, they would invite small groups of people from around the world to come and immerse
themselves in a monastery for up to four weeks.
"People were taking the robes and doing the whole thing … [they were
given] a very authentic ordination as a novice monk."
So successful was the idea that they were soon teaming up with other
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religious leaders to offer experiences like Muslim for a Month in Turkey,
and Rastafarian for a Month in Ethiopia.
"There's a number of these different programs that were running," Bowler says.
"And then out of that a network just grew up with all these amazing spiritual leaders. It was incredible, a beautiful thing."
Since then, the demand for spiritual tourism has continued to grow and
Bowler says it's showing no signs of slowing down.

"There's a whole sort of crisis and tumult, of reorganising meaning in life,
and I think that in the next five years we'll see a huge boom in that space
for sure."
Tourism as a social force
Freya Higgins-Desbiolles agrees with him. She's a scholar of tourism
management at the University of South Australia with a particular interest
in tourism as a social force.
In decades past, she says, the tourism industry hasn't focused on spiritual travellers because they tend to be low-impact visitors, preferring to
stay in temples and hostels, spending little money.
But she says the economic and social spin-offs have enormous potential
which go far beyond personal growth.
"I think the pandemic might actually change some mindsets," she says.
"We are looking at meaning in life. We're looking at using our holidays
for things that enhance our spiritual growth."
Dr Higgins-Desbiolles experienced a transformation of her own many
years ago when she first moved from the US, taking part in tours with Aboriginal cultural leaders in South Australia.
"It really reshaped my whole agenda," she says.
"What they're trying to do is to change us non-Indigenous Australians, so
that we can appreciate their spiritual connection to country, and thereby
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allow them to protect and maintain it.

"If we really want to appreciate this country and appreciate Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge of this country, it comes from learning those stories."
An ancient style of 'luxury'
But is tourism the best avenue to communicate a spiritual connection to
country?
Anne Poelina, a Nyikina Warrwa woman from WA's Kimberley region,
believes it has great potential — particularly what she describes as
"luxury tourism".
Professor Poelina is the director of Madjulla, an Indigenous not-for-profit
organisation in Fitzroy Crossing.
"Luxury tourism is not five-star luxury, but the luxury of knowing and
feeling this place.
"It focuses on our environment as a living system, which holds memories
from the past into the future."
She says we need to respect and value the ancient spirituality that Indigenous people have invested in through their custodial stewardship and
love for country.
"This creates links to both management and protection of landscapes
and ecosystems as vital parts of heritage protection and social and spiritual development."
Professor Poelina is hopeful that the tourism industry will encourage
"good faith" sharing, which asks the visitor to exchange a moral contract
with themselves.
"We want the visitor to focus on their own values and ethics, and to
leave with a sense of obligation and care for the people, and the River
Country."
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Dr Higgins-Desbiolles says the industry can also assist by providing
education, regulation, and clear labelling.
"People should know they've paid for an experience that has been
created or vetted by traditional owners," she says.
Creating a banquet of spiritual riches
Ben Bowler agrees that partnering with local authorities and cultural
leaders is critical.
"You're never going to avoid criticism if you're doing something at scale
in this space that involves spirituality, religion, and money," he says.
"The answer is making sure that the guidance is coming from local
cultural authorities. That's very true in Aboriginal Australia, and very
true in a religious context."
These days Bowler focuses his time and energy on a not-for-profit
called Unity Earth, and like everyone else is considering what a postCOVID venture looks like.
"We're not going to rush back to massive intercontinental travel the
same way we used to."
With a major event planned for World Unity Week in Australia this year,
they're exploring a hybrid of virtual and real-world festivals and cultural
events, as opposed to intimate spiritual immersions.
"I think that in the age of tribalism and fundamentalism, it's probably
more philosophically interesting to present a banquet of spiritual
riches for people to enjoy, rather than just one tradition, which can
reinforce the idea that one is better than another," Bowler says.
"[The question for] our whole future as humanity is, how do we come to
live together?" says Dr Higgins-Desbiolles.
"We do have religious conflicts that come from the fact that people
become very isolated and ethno-nationalist in their religious faith.
"Spiritual tourism teaches us relatedness, and those connections."
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For Odesa, there's echoes of troubled past as Russian
threat moves closer
- By Norman Swan
Odesa, the city and the Black Sea by which it sits, have been imprinted
on me in a mix of romance and terror for as long as I can remember.
My great grandfather died in the Odesa pogrom of 1905. My great
grandmother escaped with her children — including my grandmother —
on a ship they thought was headed for America. Family lore has it that it
took them a while to realise they'd actually landed in Glasgow.
Now another generation of refugees is fleeing terror — this time from
war and occupation.
It's especially painful to watch for me when there are so many echoes in
a city that became familiar just before the pandemic. I visited Odesa in
November 2019 in search of my roots, but I discovered much more.
What is it that drives so many of us to find our roots, whether through ancient patterns in our DNA or by walking the streets of a town which was
once stamped with ancestors' footprints to find the very house in which
they lived?
For me it was a desire for continuity and completeness in a life framed
by migrant experiences over three generations from the Jewish Pale of
Settlement in Russia, to Glasgow's Gorbals, to Australia.
What could be left after Tsarist pogroms, Stalin and Hitler? Well, it
seemed worth finding out.
What is it that drives so many of us to find our roots, whether through ancient patterns in our DNA or by walking the streets of a town which was
once stamped with ancestors' footprints to find the very house in which
they lived?
For me it was a desire for continuity and completeness in a life framed
by migrant experiences over three generations from the Jewish Pale of
Settlement in Russia, to Glasgow's Gorbals, to Australia.
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What could be left after Tsarist pog- sa. Writers like Pushkin and Isaac
roms, Stalin and Hitler? Well, it
Babel lived in the city and several
seemed worth finding out.
founders of the state of Israel grew
up there. Trotsky went to school and
Like Shanghai in the East, the city
was later even jailed in Odesa.
grew fast and people flocked from
all over the world. Grain was exIn the 19th and 20th centuries Odeported and Asian goods imported sa was colourful, providing a living,
for transport across Europe, espe- like any other port and frontier
cially to Britain. Greek traders dom- town, for crooks and conmen.
inated to begin with but Jews came Odesa's restaurants in the 1800s
in their tens of thousands because served all tastes from coq au vin to
to facilitate development, Catherine gefilte fish — and still did before
loosened restrictions on Jewish oc- Putin's war. Its nightclubs were even
cupations and property ownership. more exotic.
Jews were even allowed to particiA Jewish revival
pate in governing the municipality.
At the beginning of the 20th
The limestone to build the city
century, more than 30 per cent of
came from specially dug tunnels
the city was Jewish. Even prior to
under the streets and it's said there
World War II, there were still
are at least 2000 kilometres of these
180,000 Jews.
latter-day catacombs, which beStalin extracted about half of them
came hiding places for wartime
to relative safety because he needpartisans and no doubt right now
ed their essential skills. Of the rest,
are being prepared for guerilla
only a few hundred survived Hitler's
warfare.
Romanian brigades and the
Odesans built banks, opulent apartEinstatzgruppe SS.
ments, parks, wide boulevards,
churches, synagogues and even an Since then though there's been a
Jewish revival. About 5 per cent of
opera house to rival Milan and Vienna. Artists flourished in the city. the city say they're Jewish. There are
David Oistrakh the world-famous vi- kosher restaurants, there were diolinist was born and trained in Ode- rect flights from Tel Aviv and the
best hotel in town, the Bristol, is
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owned by Israelis. At breakfast in
the Bristol, downing my blintzes,
gefilte fish and Russian sweet and
sour rye and rocketing my palate
back to my grandmother's kitchen, I
realised, looking around the dining
room, I was not alone in the search
for roots in Odesa. The place was
full of fellow Jews on the same mission.
Although Odesa is in the Ukraine,
it's a Russian city. They speak Russian and as a tourist one of the first
things you notice is that almost every sign is in Cyrillic with no condescension to visitors. So, when you
passed a restaurant and looked at
the menu you hadn't a clue what
was on offer.
In November 2019 it was easy to
forget that Ukraine was, even then, a
country at war and it was common
knowledge that the city teemed
with Russian agents. The Ukrainian
secret service also had a large
presence, headquartered in a large
downtown building.

Donbas and Crimea being relatively distant, our security could not
have been guaranteed.
From history to sandbags
Our guide was used to root seekers
frustrated because the original
cemeteries have gone and archival
records patchy, even if you knew
what the non-Anglicised version of
your family name was.
She delayed gratification though by
first showing how Jewish the city
was. One CBD street is called Hebraica. Old synagogues survived as
had the Greek Church where one of
the first pogroms began in 1871.
Nearby was the courtyard where
Babel lived which had a clappedout Trabant parked on one side,
being used as a storage container.

One compulsory stop was the
Potemkin Steps leading down from
the city plateau to the harbour.
Eisenstein made them famous in his
20s movie about the 1905 mutiny on
the battleship Potemkin. At the top
is a statue of the Duc de Richelieu,
We wanted to hire a car to go into
Odesa's Prefect in the first decade
the countryside for an authentic shtof the 19th century, who fostered the
etl experience (small Jewish village,
city's growth. (That was sandthink Fiddler on the Roof) but were
bagged last week ago).
told in no uncertain terms that it
was not a good idea and despite
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The catacombs were extraordinary, not least because we think of such
tunnels as ancient whereas these date back just to the 19th century. Ironically a tiny fragment of them was turned over to an underground museum commemorating Soviet partisans who fought the Nazis and generals
who became heroes of the Soviet Union.
For Jewish visitors, you didn't go to Odesa to gaze at the Black Sea, even
if you were trying to squint Crimea in the distance. The interest was on
land behind you.
Near the foot of the steps at the port are old slums where penniless Jews
once lived. The fact that my family had enough money to pay for tickets
to escape, almost certainly meant that they came from a slightly better
off and at-times infamous area called the Moldovanka on the edge of the
city. But having deduced that much, our guide was still intent on showing
us other things first — including a coincidental brush with the then
mayor, oligarch Gennady Trukhanov, shielded by his bodyguards.
The Odesa book market is in a park in the centre of a boulevard and was
worth a visit for two reasons. One was that the coffee was good and the
second was that for decades the book market was just a front for a large,
illegal currency exchange. In fact, they still changed money for you if you
liked playing roulette with your hard-earned cash.
The remaining Jewish cemetery was post war and neglected but it contained the memorial to the 1905 pogrom in which my great grandfather
died. The neglect added to a sense of loss.
Home, repeated
At last we got to the Moldovanka and it took my breath away.
First was the Holocaust memorial on the street where thousands of Jews
were marched to the ghetto and their deaths.
Then the Moldovanka itself. I had the overpowering sense that I'd been
there before. I've since shown friends photographs of Moldovanka
streetscapes and asked them where they think I took the photos. They all
say the same thing: Glasgow. Astoundingly, the Moldovanka was made
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up of the same tenement blocks that filled the Gorbals where my family
landed in Glasgow.
They'd fled pogroms. They'd scraped every kopek for the tickets. They'd
sailed across strange seas and unbeknownst to them had been dumped
in Glasgow because the Jewish quota for America had been filled.
Only to find that Glasgow looked just like home.
I didn't need to find the exact house or doorway.
I'd seen what I had to.

Lighten our Darkness: Discovering and celebrating choral
evensong
- By Simon Reynolds
Peter McGeary praises a guide to what choral evensong is all about
ONE of the remarkable things about the Church of England remains its
buildings, especially its cathedrals. If 2020 taught us anything, it is the
importance of these buildings not just as aesthetically pleasing
historical artefacts, but also as living symbols of presence, hope, and
service.
At the centre of all this, of course, is the daily round of worship that is
offered in our cathedrals and parish churches. And the jewel in this
crown, arguably, is choral evensong. Day by day, all year round, music of
great variety and complexity is offered to God, and to any who wish may
listen, as part of the routine daily cycle of the Church’s year. Visitors to
choral evensong (and they are on the increase, apparently) are
eavesdroppers, briefly entering into a liturgical rhythm that will carry
on regardless, in a form of words and music which has been constantly
evolving for a very long time indeed.
This can be a confusing experience, and Simon Reynolds has produced
a very useful guidebook (Features, 7 May) for the uninitiated — and also
a good reminder for those who think they know what they are doing.
After placing evensong in a broader context of the Church’s mission and
worship, he breaks up the various component parts of the service, and
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clearly and succinctly explains their history and purpose. He introduces
the reader to the riches of the musical textual repertoires used. Each of
the short chapters has some passages for reflection.
From time to time over the years, I have officiated at countless choral
evensongs in various cathedral settings. When chatting to people
afterwards, I have been struck again and again by how many have been
affected in ways that they were not expecting: far from being a nice free
concert or a way of getting to look at the place without paying for entry,
people have often been caught by some sense of what might be called
“God”, or have been moved to think a bit more deeply about something
important in their lives, or to find out a bit more about what it’s all
about…
Reynolds has provided the ideal introduction for such people. A very
well-produced book, too; I hope that the cost does not deter, as the
contents deserve wide circulation.
The Revd Peter McGeary is the Vicar of St Mary’s, Cable Street, in east
London, and a Priest-Vicar of Westminster Abbey.

OUTDOORS …
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 3rd April 2022
Lent V
[[PRESIDER] Led by Christ in our journey and moved by his compassion let
us pray for the church, those in need and all God’s creation.
For your church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of
Christ. May it serve as a beacon of hope to a perplexed and suffering world.
Pour out your Spirit on those who lead: Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our
Primate, Archbishop Kanishka, Bishop Michael and all on our parish ministry
team. In the world-wide Anglican Communion, today we bring before you
the Church of Nigeria.
Father, hear our prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Have mercy on our world, broken and divided, full of conflict and evil. Look
down on your people of Russia and Ukraine that peace may be restored, and
brutal leadership repelled. May your kingdom come, and the rule of Christ
prevail. Inspire our own national, state and local leaders with wise decisionmaking and genuine desire for the common good.
Father, hear our prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Reveal the depth of your grace and healing power to those who are sick in
body and in mind, that they may be surrounded by Christ’s love, healing,
peace and comfort. We bring before you those for whom we have been asked
to pray: Graham Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Robyn
Collins; June Cameron; Darren; Roger Davidson; Joan East; Malcolm Green;
Enid Kell; Norma Kneipp; Lily; Grace Mao-Jing; David Morgan; Graham
Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Sharon Sandstrom;
Sharron; Diane Smith; Sylvia; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean
Storey and Bob Woods.
Father, hear our prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We commend to you Paul Goodchild and Suzanne Fraser and all who have
died that they may rest in that place where there is no pain or grief but
fullness of life perfected.
And we continue to trust in your merciful keeping Leslie Karl Stanley and
those whose year’s mind occurs at this time: Norman Stapleton, Marjorie
Allen, Roy Romer, Lynton Bond, Ronald Ennis, Bernard White, William
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McMillan; Thelma Norman; Lorna Spicer; George Howie; Barbara Ball and
Indranee Boniface.
Father, hear our prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Ever-living God, break into our short span of life and show us those things
that are eternal, that we may serve your purpose in all we do.
[PRESIDER] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am.

Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Wednesday 6th April - Frederic Barker, bishop and pioneer of theological
education and the General Synod (d.1882)



Friday 8th April - Georgina Molloy, Pioneer Church Leader and Botanist from
Western Australia (d.1843)



Saturday 9th April - William Law, priest and teacher (d.1761)
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (d.1945)
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