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Sunday 3rd October 2021                                                                                                      
19th Sunday after Pentecost  

During this lockdown period we cannot meet together, but we 

want to stay in contact with everyone. We are sending out the 

newsletter, orders of service and a message from Fr James to 

everyone who has access to the internet. These electronic mail 

outs are sent out each Friday afternoon. For those of you who do 

not have access to the internet we are sending out copies of the 

newsletter, service sheets and Fr James’ message by post also 

on Fridays. 

If you know anyone who is missing out please contact us in the 

office 97474327 or by office email as on the back of the                 

Newsletter so they can be included. 
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I am 
who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings              Year B   Bible Readings  
at today’s Eucharist                       for next Sunday 

Job 1.1;2.1-10                             The First Reading        Job 23.1-9,16-17                                         

Ps 26      The Psalm              Ps 22.1-15                                                                

Hebrews 1.1-4;2.5-12                  The Epistle                  Hebrews 4;12-16                                        

Mark 10.2-16                                The Gospel                  Mark 10.17-31            
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OPENING UP AGAIN  
My Dear Friends, 

The Wardens and I recently attended a Zoom meeting with Bishop                

Michael Stead. Bishop Michael has urged Christians on both sides of the 

vaccination debate to read Romans 14, vv 1-4 twice - the first time he 

urges substituting ‘eat meat’ with ‘get vaccinated’ and the second time 

with ‘not get vaccinated.’ 

Based on the current prediction that we will reach 70% of the adult                

population fully vaccinated by mid-October we will, hopefully, be able 

to recommence our worship in St Paul’s on either Sunday 17 or Sunday 

24 October. The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Said/Sung Eucharist (with Cantor if allowed) 

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist (from 20 or 27 October) 

People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event if they 

do not feel comfortable doing so.  

All risk management procedures will be scrupulously attended to                       

including: 

• mandatory QR code sign in - either with a smartphone or a COVID-

19 card; 

• carry proof of vaccination (either in electronic or hard-copy); 

• wear a face mask at all times; 

• sanitise your hands on entry; 

• observe the 1 person per four square metre rule (except for house-

hold groups) and sit in alternate pews; 

• no singing. 
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The Greeting of Peace will continue as a reverent bow to those one is 

seated close to. Communion will be administered at the communion rail 

and directions will be provided in the order of service. 

There will be no morning tea after the 9:30am service until at least the 

end of October. When morning tea does resume, everyone will need to 

sign-in again using the Hall QR code and observe all relevant hygiene 

protocols and physical distancing requirements. 

The issue of not allowing people who have not received both doses of the 

vaccine into Church is obviously one that the Archbishop and Bishops 

are considering; however, at this stage people who are not vaccinated are 

not allowed to attend Services. This might change by the end of October 

depending on vaccination rates. 

As the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives, 

we will review matters at that point in time. 

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this pandemic. 

Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s people at St Paul’s 

and beyond. 

The ministry team continues to work on the postponed sesquicentenary 

celebrations and will communicate more about these, along with our Ad-

vent and Christmas services, in due course. 

 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

                                                                                                                                                

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time. 

 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace, 

James. 
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PARISH PANTRY  

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory  Dona-
tions                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 
Church 

BSB:     032 062                                           
Account #:    250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            
AND For Community Choir Dona-

tions 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              
BSB:         032 062                                                 
Account #:       812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving: $1285 

Parish Pantry: $225 

National Trust: $2210 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$3720 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   
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Where are They Now?  

With our Lunchtime Recitals currently on hold, we have contacted some of 

our former recitalists asking them to share their thoughts and experiences 

of life as a musician during this lockdown period. Beginning in September, 

we will be sharing a new response each fortnight.  

Described as “one of the finest young musicians of his generation” (The 

Sydney Organ Journal), Samuel Giddy has rapidly established a reputation as 

one of Australia’s leading young organists.  

In 2019, Samuel Giddy graduated as Student of the Year from the Sydney 

Conservatorium of Music. This award added the many he has won from a 

very young age. From February to Easter 2019, Samuel was our organist at St 

Paul’s.  

For his Lunchtime Recital program on 18  February 2020 Samuel played: 

• Prelude and Fugue in C Minor BWV 546 - J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750); 

• Scherzo in A Minor - Samuel Giddy (b. 1999); 

• Prelude, Fugue and Variation Op. 18 - César Franck (1822 - 1890); and  

• Fantasia 150 (“Toccata for Eric”) - Paul Ayres (b. 1970). 

Sheryl Southwood OAM   David Russell 

Recital Convenor     Director of Music 

Samuel Giddy – Organist  

Hello friends and attendees of the St Paul’s recital                  

series! I just wanted to share a little about the past 

couple of years, and what I’m currently up to.  

Having spent my 2016 - 2019 “living and breathing 

music” — studying at the Con, performing, and work-

ing at St Mark’s Darling Point and then subsequently 

at St Paul’s – I was eager to spend some time thought-

fully exploring other avenues before attempting to 

jump into a musical career.  Thus, January 2020 saw 

me commencing a church ministry traineeship at St 

Barnabas’ Broadway (with a focus on ministry to                  



11 

students in their first two years of university), while also studying a Graduate 

Diploma of Divinity at Sydney Missionary and Bible College. There’s a lot that 

I could say about this time: while it was wonderful season of growth, it was                     

also a hugely challenging experience (particularly in leading a young adults’ 

group online while adjusting to lockdown and the rhythms of a job that was 

very different from anything I’d experienced before). In some ways, I think 

the traineeship achieved exactly what it was supposed to do: to help me     

identify some areas in which to grow, and to arrive at a better understanding 

of how to use my gifts well for the glory of God and the upbuilding of the 

church (which I think is a crucial thing for a young Christian to try to                                   

understand!) As much as I appreciated this brief experience of vocational 

ministry, in 2021 I made the decision to return to pursuing music, while also 

completing my theology studies at SMBC. 

Obviously, being a musician has been tricky with the resurgence of covid 

here in Sydney! While there have been some disappointments due to lock-

down — I’ve had to cancel several recitals and have deeply missed the               

regularity of liturgical playing at St Andrew’s Cathedral – there have also 

been some highlights earlier in the year, including organ teaching, a recital in 

Brisbane City Hall, and playing for the consecration of the new Archbishop 

Kanishka Raffel. I’m also very blessed to have an electronic home organ, 

where I’ve been able to learn some new repertoire and record some videos 

for YouTube. The current depressed state of the music scene has also                         

provided me with more time to invest in finishing my course at SMBC, for 

which I am thankful in a strange way.  

I have fond memories of the warm community and liturgical richness of St 

Paul’s, and hope to be able to perform here again once the pandemic is over. 

Best regards, 

Samuel Giddy 
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Rector's Briefing - South Sydney Region : From the Right Revd. 
Dr Michael Stead  
Dear Brothers, 

You may well have heard that the Premier today announced more details 

about the “roadmap” out of lockdown, which has significant implications for 

churches at 80% (probably 31 October) and then from 1 December.   

We are very grateful that the Government listened to our requests, and has  

allowed an exemption for religious services  to permit both the vaccinated 

and the unvaccinated to join together in worship when we reach 80% double 

vaccination.  The premier has signalled that there will be “very strict plans” 

for places of worship, that “there’ll be mask wearing, there’ll be limited sing-

ing or chanting so there’s still very strict plans in place”. 

The details are still sketchy, but what we know so far comes from the press re-

lease and roadmap released today by the Government (also attached in PDF 

format).  

Here is my cut-and-paste summary, as it applies to our church                             

gatherings: 

80 PER CENT ROADMAP  - Probably from Sunday 31 October 

Under the Reopening NSW roadmap at 80 per cent, the following freedoms 

will apply only to fully vaccinated adults (16+) and those with medical ex-

emptions (staff and patrons).  

Gatherings in the home (including Home groups) 

• Up to 10 visitors will be allowed in a home (not including children 12 and 

 under) 

Religious Services 

• Churches and places of worship can continue to open with one person 

 per 4 sqm 

• No singing (presumably, this means congregational singing. A         

 person leading the singing may be allowed, based on the premier’s 

 comment about “limited” singing) 

• Those who are not fully vaccinated will be allowed. 
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• Masks will remain mandatory for 

all indoor premises and settings,  ex-

cept children under 12 

 Weddings and funerals  

• One person per 4sqm (uncapped) 

 for weddings with dancing                   

 permitted and eating and           

 drinking allowed while standing.  

• Those who are not fully                      

 vaccinated may only attend    

 weddings with a  maximum of 5 

 guests (no receptions)  

• One person per 4 sqm 

 (uncapped) for funerals.  

• Those who are not fully                    

 vaccinated may only attend                      

 funerals with a maximum of 10 

 people  

 CHANGES FROM 1 DECEMBER 

2021 

On Wednesday 1 December 2021,                 

the following settings will apply to              

all NSW citizens, regardless of their                   

vaccination status: 

 Gatherings in the home and                 

outdoor public spaces  

• No limit on the number of visitors 

 to a home 

Religious Services 

• Churches and places of worship 

 can operate with one person per                

 2 sqm. 

• Singing permitted. 

• Mask wearing is not required 

 when outdoors. 

 Weddings and funerals  

• One person per 2 sqm for             

 weddings with dancing permitted 

 and eating and drinking allowed 

 while standing  

• One person per 2 sqm for                      

 funerals  

This leaves some questions unan-

swered, but for now that if all we have 

from the government. At this stage, the 

plan is that Kanishka will send a letter 

by the end of the week, by which time 

we hope to have more details and an-

swers to others questions. 

New Rector for Paddington 

On a different note entirely, please 

join with me in welcoming the                  

Reverend John Stanley to the region. 

John commences as the rector of St 

George’s Paddington this coming 

Thursday night. John comes to us from 

the parish of New Town and Lenah        

Valley in Tasmania. Let me also take 

the opportunity to record my deep 

thanks to Phillip Bradford, who has 

been looking after Paddington since 

March 2019. 

The Right Reverend Dr Michael Stead   

Diocesan Registrar (Acting)                            

Bishop of South Sydney                                         
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FREE TO A GOOD HOME (S) 
Since we now have                                             

air-conditioning in the church 

we no longer need all our                      

beautiful knitted and crocheted                    

blankets. We have given away a 

lot this winter through the pan-

try but we still have a lot left.                

Unfortunately we are not able to 

store them until next winter so if you would like any please let Rosemary 

know. You can ring the office number on 9747 4327 and leave a message 

if I’m not there or send me an email:  rosemary@stpaulsburwood.org.au 

and I’ll put however many you would like away for you. 

Thanks 

Rosemary 

St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  

 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Church in Wales gives ‘gospel-inspired lead’ to C of E, says 
Bishop of Liverpool                          - By Madeleine Davies 
THE vote to enable same-sex civil partnerships and marriages to be 

blessed in the Church in Wales is a “creative and gospel-inspired lead” 

for the Church of England, the Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Revd Paul 

Bayes, said this week. 

“I am heartened and encouraged by this vote and by the conversations 

that led up to it,” he said on Tuesday. “The Church in Wales has looked 

seriously at its missional context and has chosen to affirm love, in the 

spirit of the unchanging God of love whom we know in Jesus. I trust that 

my own Church will follow this creative and gospel-inspired lead, and I 

hope that this will happen soon.” 

Writing on the website of the Campaign for Equal Marriage in the C of E, 

on Monday, the Revd Dr Charlie Bell, a deacon at St John the Divine with 

St James the Apostle, Kennington, predicted that the Church in Wales 

would move to conduct same-sex marriages in church, “not least because 

the current position is a bit of a theological mess, albeit an understanda-

ble one . . . it is very clear what the direction of travel must be, if only 

from a position of theological coherence — a blessing is a blessing is a 

blessing.” 

He observed: “For far too long (and even in this week’s debate) we have 

heard that accommodating those who support same-sex blessings will 

tear the church apart by making it inhospitable to those who hold non-

affirming theological views. This has often been nothing more than an ex-

tremely thinly-veiled threat, and in rejecting this blackmail the Church in 

Wales has shown where the Church of England might go next year. It’s 

time to stop believing the lie that refusing to move one inch is a compro-

mise.” 

The vote had made life in the C of E “rather uncomfortable . . . most par-

ticularly for the policing of its clergy’s lives”, he wrote. “It feels like a day 
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of reckoning is very close.” It was 

“utterly absurd” that gay C of E 

clergy could go to Wales or Scot-

land to marry or have their mar-

riage blessed, and then lose their 

job on returning to England. “Now 

is the time to stop sacking clergy 

for getting married in a church.” 

Next year, the General Synod, for 

which elections are due to begin 

this month, will debate the House of 

Bishops’ proposals for a way for-

ward on the Church’s approach to 

same-sex relationships. Among 

clergy and laity expressing support 

online for the Church in Wales’           

decision was the Third Churches 

Estates Commissioner, Dr Eve 

Poole, who tweeted    simply: 

“Thank you Church in Wales.” 

The Episcopal Church in the United 

States and the Scottish Episcopal 

Church both faced “consequences” 

— restricting their participation in 

Anglican Communion decision-

making bodies — after voting to 

change the definition of marriage to 

enable same-sex weddings to take 

place in church (News, 22 January 

2016, 29 September 2017). The 

Church in Wales has not yet voted to 

do this, and no statement has yet 

been made by the Anglican Com-

munion Office. 

The diocesan secretary of Bangor, 

the Revd Siôn Rhys-Evans, de-

scribed the vote as a “huge step 

forward today to affirm LGBTI+ 

people”. 

“I have three things on my heart this 

evening,” he wrote on Monday. “I’m 

a gay man serving in the diocese of 

Bangor. I am who I am. I’m glad that, 

here, I don’t have, generally, to hide 

or be fearful. My brave, generous 

Bishop, has — consistently — wel-

comed, listened, included, defend-

ed, advocated and supported. 

“As Diocesan Secretary, I serve a 

diocese that includes people who 

yearn for LGBTI+ inclusion and 

people who see God’s ways differ-

ently — I try every day to work for 

all my colleagues professionally. 

And as the soon to be Sub-Dean of 

St Deiniol’s Cathedral, I rejoice that 

its altar-table will feed LGBTI+ folk 

yearning for blessing as well as 

those who disagree — all are wel-

come. 

“As a priest, as a friend in Christ, 

my concern and prayers tonight are 

not primarily for those with whom I 

agree or disagree, but for the gay 

teenager in my diocese, my city, 

coming to terms with who he is,    
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gloriously made in the image and likeness of God. May he know more 

surely this evening that he is loved. May God bless him.” 

The Archdeacon of St Asaph, the Ven. Andy Grimwood, who is a member 

of Anglican Essential Wales (News, 18 January 2019), said: “We are         

saddened and disappointed, but are encouraging members to take time 

to pray and reflect on what they believe will honour God in their             

ministry and mission. The trustees of Anglican Essentials Wales are due 

to meet later this month and will consider more fully the way forward. A 

‘conscience clause’ was included in the Bill and we will be seeking            

assurances that this will continue on a permanent basis.” 

Archbishop of Canterbury: "Daily fed and guided " in sacra-
ment - by Madeleine Davies  
Archbishop Welby talks to Madeleine Davies about reform and the                    

pandemic 

THE first Covid-19 patient to die at St Thomas’ Hospital in London was a 

woman in her nineties, on Saturday 14 March 2020. Within a month, more 

than 100 patients had died. Among those receiving treatment at the hos-

pital during that time was the Prime Minister (who went on to name his 

new son after two of the doctors who had saved his life while he was in 

the intensive-care unit). 

Less well-publicised was the presence of one of the hospital’s neigh-

bours, who spent every day, for a period, praying with the dying, until a 

story ran in The Daily Telegraph: “Archbishop of Canterbury has been 

secretly volunteering in lockdown — as chaplain at St Thomas’ Hospital.” 

“I think I probably prayed with more people near death than in the rest 

of the time I have spent as a priest combined, to be honest,” Archbishop 

Welby recalls, speaking in his study at Lambeth Palace last Friday. 

“It was just every . . . the whole time. And there was this Muslim woman 

who was very near the end of her life, unconscious, and the nurse said to 

me: ‘The family have just said to me, “Please, would anyone pray with 

her?’’’ Because they couldn’t get an imam in to see her. So I knelt by the 

bed and prayed for her. I just . . . there was such a beautiful sense of the 
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presence of God, of the love of God. It was a very profound moment.” 

He remembers holding the hand of another woman, unable to speak, 

who was “just looking at me, and we were communicating just with 

looks”. And a “very senior nurse” who “just burst into floods of tears, 

and she said: ‘I’m sorry, it’s just this is like nothing I’ve ever had to deal 

with.’” 

Now in his mid-sixties with asthma, Archbishop Welby says that he was-

n’t personally “terribly worried” about catching Covid. “You just sort of 

get on with it.” He prefers to talk about the “real wartime atmosphere” at 

St Thomas’, and the “extraordinary commitment of staff”. 

EIGHTEEN months on, and freshly returned from a sabbatical spent writ-

ing a book on reconciliation, he appears full of energy, light-hearted 

even. If complaints about the sabbatical bothered him (the historian Ka-

ren Armstrong suggested that it was symptomatic of how religion in the 

West had become “indulgent and self-centred”), there is no sign of it. 

It turned out to be “absolutely wonderful”, he reports. He spent much of 

it at Trinity College, Cambridge (where he studied history in the 1970s), 

writing a new, as yet untitled, book on reconciliation, before taking a few 

weeks’ holiday in France. 

But he is keen, too, amid reports of low clergy morale and a weariness 

with central initiatives (News, 2 July), to express empathy for those anx-

ious about the road ahead. Throughout our conversation, he is eager to 

reassure those in the Church who feel burdened by directives coming 

from the centre. “Do what you can do, and don’t beat yourself up about 

what you can’t do.” 

We talk, first, about the Church’s much-criticised response to the pan-

demic (News, 3 April 2020). I recently interviewed a young priest who 

has made the decision to join the Roman Catholic Church, identfying the 

C of E’s response to the lockdown as a catalyst for the decision. It had re-

vealed, he felt, an “essentially incoherent” eucharistic theology in the 

Church of England, that “the sacramental life wasn’t important enough to 

be imaginative to address the issues.” 
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WE MOVE on to an emerging critique — the charge that the parish is un-

der threat (News, 6 August). The Bishops have been keen to reassure 

people that there is no central masterplan to dismantle the parish sys-

tem, that the plan is to “revitalise” it. And yet stipendiary numbers are 

once again being cut, parishes are being drawn into larger units of mis-

sion, and the Mission in Revision paper currently out for consultation re-

vealed that five dioceses were planning to close up to 40 churches each 

within the next two to five years (News, 25 June). 

Can the Archbishop understand the anxiety? “I profoundly understand it. 

I assumed when I went to get ordained that I would spend my life in par-

ish ministry. That is what I wanted to do, and I spent the first ten years of 

ordained life in parish ministry. I was a parish priest; as was the Arch-

bishop of York for much longer than I was. We are absolutely embedded 

in the parish.” 

After more than a decade working in the oil industry, Justin Welby was 

ordained in Coventry in 1992 and served in parishes in the diocese for a 

decade. He served his title at Chilvers Coton with Astley, said to be the 

inspiration for the fictional village in George Eliot’s Scenes of Clerical 

Life, before incumbencies in the market town of Southam and the village 

of Ufton. It was, he recalls, “the toughest job I‘ve ever done . . .far more 

stressful than what I do now. . . 

“It was at the time of the Church Commissioners’ running out of money. 

There was a time in the ’90s parish share was going through the roof. I 

mean, it would go up 20 per cent a year. Numbers of clergy were going 

down very rapidly, resources were completely absent, the bureaucracy 

just seem to weigh on one the whole time. 

“The capacity to get things done, other than just keep the show more or 

less staggering along the road from one week to the next, was appalling. 

And it was very lonely. And I will never, never forget that. . . 

“I have gone through plenty of groups which have said: ‘Oh, we need to 

get rid of the parish system: it’s outdated.’ It’s rubbish. . . We are the 

Church for England. If we are going to be for England, we have to be in 
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every community, or as many as we can possibly manage. We have to be 

open to every person, not just the congregation, precious as they are.” 

At the time of the Archbishop’s appointment in 2012, a Reader who had 

trained under him in Ufton told the Church Times that under Justin Wel-

by the congregation had grown “without alienating anyone, but [he] car-

ried people with him, both the new and the old” (News, 16 November 

2012). He had “met people where they were and engaged with them in 

the pub, village hall, or wherever”. 

Today, the Archbishop observes off-handedly that he was “fortunate, 

blessed providentially, whatever, by the fact that the number of people 

going to church grew a lot, and it grew through the basic disciplines of 

weddings, funerals, and baptisms, through being at the school-gate, 

through running nurture courses . . . tea parties for those who have been 

bereaved, by after-care, by visiting. 

“It was standard parish work, and it wasn’t complicated. But it was unbe-

lievably hard work. . . I can’t ever remember being as psychologically, 

emotionally, or physically exhausted. . . 

“I am not just in favour of the parish. I am passionate that the parish is 

essential.” 

He enunciates: “There is no ‘threat’ to the parish. . . People will use 

phrases and words clumsily at a conference. It happens. There is no con-

spiracy to abolish the parish. 

“Pete [Wilcox, the Bishop of Sheffield] got it absolutely right: the threat 

to the parish is the last 70 years of decline, so that there are fewer and 

fewer people. . . This is why numbers matter. If you don’t have people, 

you can’t do the job” (Features, 10 September). 

WITHIN two years of the Archbishop’s consecration, a far-reaching set of 

reforms had been announced, designed to reverse the Church’s                   

decades-long numerical decline (News, 21 April 2015). 

After years of upholding the principle of inter-generational equity 

(distributing only such sums as would enable the value of the endow-
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ment to be maintained in real terms through time), the Commissioners 

announced plans to unlock £72.7 million of funding. 

Money would no longer be used to “subsidise decline”, dioceses were 

told. All of the funding distributed must be investment for mission and 

growth. The chair of the Archbishops’ Council's finance committee, John 

Spence, spoke — to loud synodical applause — of the desire to “return 

this Church to numerical and spiritual growth, and to return Christ to his 

rightful place — at the centre of this country, its conscience, and its cul-

ture” (Comment, 25 July 2014). 

When I start to ask the Archbishop about the focus on investing for 

growth and turning around the numbers, he interrupts: “Which has not so 

far happened.” 

Does he feel confident about the potential for the Church to grow, given 

the “huge shift in the tectonic plates of European and world culture” 

mentioned by the Archbishop of York in his most recent Vision and Strat-

egy paper?. Does the Church perhaps need to accept being smaller, be-

ing a “faithful remnant”? 

“If that happens, it happens,” he observes, peaceably. “But it’s not us who 

grow the Church. It’s God who grows the Church.” 

The conversation turns unexpectedly to the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, where, it emerges, a conversation with a priest liberated the 

Archbishop from anxiety about results. The Rt Revd Désiré Mukanirwa 

Kadhoro, the first Bishop of Goma, died suddenly last year of Covid-19. 

“He did extraordinary work,” the Archbishop explains. “He had 137 mili-

tias operating in his diocese. He had Ebola all over the place. . . When I 

first went to see him in the mid-2000s-late-2000s, Goma was under siege. 

. . We went to a refugee camp. There were about 10,000 people there and 

there were 250,000 refugees in the area. No resource, at all. 

“And I said to him towards the end: ‘Désiré, how do you manage?’ And he 

said: ‘I do what God enables me to do, and the rest is his problem.’ 

“And I think I would want to say to clergy . . . and to laity: We can only do 
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what God enables us to do, and the rest is his problem. So, if you can’t do 

things, don’t be guilty. . . Keep a sane home life, and keep up with your 

friends, and do what you can, having done that, and spend time with God 

in prayer. 

“If that means we end up as a faithful remnant, so be it. But my bet is, if 

we do go for simpler, humbler, and so on, if we do what God resources us 

to do, if we don’t exhaust ourselves, and if we get rid of guilt — and I am 

the champion of self-imposed guilt — the Church God will grow.” 

Archbishop Cottrell recently observed that the Church’s many initiatives 

had “not always been well received”, nor “always been particularly ef-

fective”: “It is very likely that the Covid-19 crisis has increased this sense 

of weariness.” But Vision and Strategy also suggested that, to establish 

10,000 new churches in the next decade, “most churches and all dioceses 

would start something new to reach people in their contexts.” Perhaps 

some of the reaction against church-planting and the Myriad scheme 

(News, 2 July) came from a place of exhaustion? 

“A lot of the church-planting, a lot of Fresh Expressions, a lot of what is 

happening in the Church is not saying to parish clergy who don’t have 

any more to give — I know that feeling very very well — ‘Never mind, 

you have got to give more, you have to got to somehow plant three 

churches.’ 

“Myriad is only one part of the story. Another part of the story is: let’s try 

and lighten the load — make it easier to run ancient buildings, find ways 

of resourcing. We are not a poor Church, as you know. We’ve got a lot of 

money. It’s not always in the right place. . . In fact, it’s usually not in the 

right place, actually. . . 

“The Church Commissioners were hugely generous last year with mas-

sive emergency funds, and give away something like half a billion every 

year, anyway. But there is a lot of money. Getting it flowing in the right 

place is really challenging.” 

He returns to his memories of parish life: “I led a small church. It was 

growing — big deal. It was still small. I used to go to New Wine. I would 
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come away so depressed at what we weren’t doing. And we would al-

ways have a bit of a bicker on the way home. . . 

“And my wife would say: ‘No, of course we’re not: we’re a small church 

in a small town in the Midlands. We are not HTB . . . Don’t fret about it. 

That’s their job. Let’s do our job.’” 

THE Archbishop mentioned recently that he had been reading Faith For-

mation in a Secular Age, a book by Andy Root, a Lutheran professor of 

youth and family ministry, which draws on the work of Charles Taylor. 

One of the arguments is that people today continue to have strange, 

transcendent experiences, but lack the religious framework in which to 

place them (Features, 3 January 2020). How would the Archbishop rate 

the spiritual temperature of this country? 

“I don’t think there is a spiritual temperature,” he observes. “I think in 

this country there are roughly 65 million spiritual temperatures. One of 

the clergy said this morning [during a visit to Hackney]: ‘The rumour of 

God in this part of London is still very strong.’ So the spiritual tempera-

ture is high. And he said: ‘A lot of what we are doing is just helping peo-

ple find the vocabulary to express it. . .’” 

He refers to Dad’s Army: “It’s not that we are ‘doomed’; it’s a case of 

‘Don’t panic, Mr Mainwaring.’” 

The US religious journalist Jonathan Merritt has argued that it is getting 

harder to talk about God, that “sacred speech and spiritual conversation 

are in decline . . . basic moral and religious words”. A poll that he com-

missioned found that just 13 per cent of practising Christians had a spir-

itual conversation around once a week. 

In England, the one million lay people who regularly attend Church of 

England services are being encouraged to become “agents of mis-

sion” (News, 8 February 2018). Can the Archbishop understand why it 

may feel difficult to talk about God in a society in which the language 

and vocabulary has become increasingly alien to many people? It can 

feel that there is a huge chasm. 
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“But there isn’t a huge chasm when they see a community that loves one 

another, that feeds the poor, that is present in every community,” he              

argues. 

“Feeding, loving and caring for those in need, being alongside people in 

hospitals, having chaplains in the armed services. . . What will make a 

difference is if we continue to encourage people that the essentials in the 

Church are that you love God and you love people. 

“It’s not complicated,” he insists. “It is unbelievably hard work. But it’s not 

complicated. Yes, there’s a problem with vocabulary; so we need to 

speak human and not Christian the whole time. 

“We need to be able to explain very briefly why we are Christians. And 

people won’t always understand it. But they will understand when they 

come to church because . . . they have been bereaved, or they are just 

puzzled about things, or they just want to see what the building looks 

like — and someone’s really friendly and doesn’t lecture them or ser-

monise but just chats to them and they think: ‘Oh, they’re really nice. 

There is something about that place.’” 

THE Archbishop turned 65 this year. Bishops must retire at or before 70. 

His priorities for this next stretch haven’t changed, he says. “It’s prayer, 

and religious community. It’s reconciliation and . . . learning to be people 

of incredible diversity, disagreement, passionate love for each other, and 

passionate love for the world around us. . . 

“I am just more and more convinced of something I’ve always believed: 

that the core of the Church’s witness and evangelism is a community of 

normal people who can talk normally about their faith to those they 

love.” 

In 2013, he inherited a Church divided over sexuality. What does he 

hope to hand on to his successor? 

“I pray to be able to hand over to my successor a Church that is able to 

disagree well on these things,” he replies. “That simple. And still love 

one another. And be passionate and robust, but still love one another.” 



25 

So, potentially, in terms of actual teaching or pastoral practice, it might 

not look different from the situation that he inherited? 

“We will see.” 

It is hard not to worry, looking at     numerical decline, he agrees, as our 

conversation comes to a close. But he returns to memories of his            

Congolese friend: “Désiré liberated me from feeling that everything was 

my ultimate fault. Yes, I am accountable, and I will stand before God and 

be judged. And there will be all kinds of things, and part of it will be to 

be judged on. . . not on the graphs, but on who I was as Archbishop. 

“That will be about relationships and love and holiness and lots of other 

things I’ve still got a lot to learn about.” 

“On earth as it is in heaven”: Embracing human creatureliness 
in a climate change world   - By Norman Wirzba 
For many people, 2021 will be remembered as the year when the world’s 

stability and dependability — its overall amenability — could no longer 

be taken for granted. The unrelenting news of fires and floods, heat-

waves and droughts, pandemic and disease, and social unrest and ineq-

uity is prompting more and more people to dream of leaving earth to 

find a better, more hospitable, place somewhere else. Some very rich in-

dividuals, but also national governments, are investing billions of dollars 

to engineer a “better” home far, far away. They are building rockets and 

drawing plans to terraform planets millions of miles beyond our solar 

system, and they are designing the whole-body prosthetics to match 

these stellar environments. 

It isn’t hard to find Christians who sympathise with these efforts, since 

they represent a techno-version of the spiritual quests Christians have 

been advocating for centuries. The logic at work in these forms of spirit-

uality goes something like this: this earth is but a temporary, often defi-

cient and frustrating, abode, which is why it is best to make plans to 

leave it all behind. Don’t get too attached to any earthly place, because 

our ultimate and fully satisfying destination is to be with God in a heaven 

that is far, far away. 
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Both the techno and spiritual versions of other-worldly escape are mas-

sive mistakes. They are deeply confused and practically dangerous. 

They deny, even despise, the creaturely conditions of human embodi-

ment, and they go against the grain of what scripture has to say about 

heaven and earth. The (often understandable) desire to depart from this 

earth needs to be resisted because it is a desire that is the exact oppo-

site of God’s. To appreciate why I think this way, it helps if we begin at 

scripture’s end. 

For a great number of Christians, the end of scripture comes as a shock. 

More exactly, it comes as a huge disappointment. The confounding issue 

has nothing to do with the strange symbolism and the violent imagery 

that punctuates much of the book of Revelation. It is that they don’t get to 

go somewhere else after they die. They don’t get to join with a God who 

lives somewhere far, far away in an otherworldly, ethereal heaven. 

The reason John gives is simple: God is coming down to earth to make a 

permanent and divine home with mortals. Forget about escaping this 

earth and your embodied life. God wants to dwell here, in the diverse 

places of this world, with you, with everyone, forever, transforming sor-

row into joy. If John is to be believed, the direction and the destination of 

many of many well-travelled spiritual quests have it exactly wrong. For-

get about going “up and away”. Go “down and among”, because that is 

where God is and where the love of God is at work. Imagine the look of 

horror when people venturing up encounter the God who is venturing 

down. 

John’s vision shouldn’t surprise us, since scripture has been saying from 

the beginning that one of the best names for God is Emmanuel — “God-

with-us”. Starting with the Garden of Eden, when God kisses the soil and 

steadily (and abidingly) breathes into it the life that animates all flesh, 

and then continuing with God’s covenant fidelity to the land and all its 

creatures, God has never abandoned or left creation behind. This is why 

early Christians proclaimed that God’s reconciling ways were not re-

served only for people, but for all things in heaven and on earth. The 

teaching of scripture over and over again is not that God despises and 
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abandons creation, but that God loves and makes everything new. 

 

From a theological point of view, God’s departure from earth would 

amount to a contradiction. Why? Because creatures and created places 

are the material expressions of God’s love. Every creature — whether a 

raspberry shoot, a nightingale, a bumblebee, a school teacher, or a me-

andering stream — is God’s love variously made visible, audible, tactile, 

fragrant, and nutritious. For God to abandon creatures, or worse yet, to 

delight in their destruction, would be for God to detest God’s own love. 

The crucial point to remember is that creatures are not simply the object 

of God’s love. They are the material means of God’s love, and the em-

bodied sites where God’s power is revealed and made active. 

A failure of incarnational nerve 

Another way to frame all of this is to say that Christians have been badly 

served by forms of spirituality that encourage people to look “up and 

away”. It isn’t hard to appreciate why this kind of spirituality has been 

attractive for so long to so many. The lives of countless people have 

been miserable, if not excruciating, and often beset with numerous 

kinds of suffering and violation. While it is true that our (most often 

youthful) bodies can experience pleasures and ecstasies, these are 

fleeting, and eventually eclipsed by disease and debility and the many 

frustrations of aging. This is why Socrates still stands in our imaginations 

as a spiritual hero: he understood that embodiment is the site of unend-

ing pain and trouble, and so advocated for the soul’s separation from its 

body and its ascent to an immaterial heaven far above this earth. 

The ministries of Jesus stand in the starkest contrast to the teachings of 

Socrates. Jesus does not tell people to hang on and endure their suffer-

ing until they die, with death being the moment when everything is 

made right. He does not tell them that the point of a faithful life is to es-

cape their embodiment and this earth. Instead, he shows them how to 

transform this life and this world by becoming participants in God’s cre-

ative and compassionate ways. When he encounters a hungering body, 
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he feeds it. When he touches a hurting and diseased body, he heals it. 

When he sees people alienated, ostracised, or lonely, he befriends them. 

In other words, Jesus does not tell people to look “up and away”; he tells 

them to look “down and around”, and then learn to extend God’s life-

giving ways in the world by becoming agents of healing, feeding, recon-

ciliation, and celebration. 

One way to characterise the dysfunction of various expressions of a spir-

itual life is to say that they suffer from a failure of incarnational nerve. 

People subscribing to these forms of spirituality don’t really believe that 

the fullness of God dwelled bodily in Jesus (Colossians 1:15-23). They 

can’t fully commit themselves to the care of this earth or make the care of 

people’s bodies the fundamental and all-pervading priority, because 

they think materiality and embodiment are problems to manage, if not 

eradicate. The God who came to earth only came temporarily and in 

part, because materiality and divinity cannot fully co-exist. What these 

people forget is that just as Christ ascended bodily to be with the Father, 

he will also descend bodily to be with us upon his return (Acts 1:11). 

They don’t appreciate why Gnosticism and Docetism are the perennial 

heresies of the church. 

Giving up on heaven? 

Does ministering “down and around” mean that we have to give up on 

the idea of heaven? Not at all. What we need to give up is the terribly 

confused and profoundly damaging idea that heaven is closed to em-

bodiment, and that it is a destination far, far away from this earth. To think 

that heaven is closed to embodiment is to reject the incarnation of God 

in Jesus of Nazareth. To think that heaven is far, far away is to short-circuit 

the Lord’s Prayer that asks for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

People are often confused about heaven because they think our entrance 

into it is primarily a matter of our transportation to another place to be 

with God. According to this way of thinking, heaven can’t be here be-

cause this life is so saturated with the horrors of prejudice, hatred, and 

violence, but also the daily sufferings of deficiency, disease, and death. 
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This is why people have to wait until they die, because that is when their 

souls can separate and escape to be with God somewhere else. Heaven 

is the far-away, ethereal place where all the suffering associated with em-

bodiment is gone forever. 

This way of thinking, besides being un-scriptural and anti-incarnational, 

is conceptually confused. Why should anyone think that a person’s 

transport to another location will suddenly make everything better? Re-

location to another place, no matter how wonderful it may be thought to 

be, solves nothing if people bring to their new destination all the habits 

of neglect, abuse, boredom, and violation. Given time, these people will 

eventually destroy this heavenly paradise much like they destroyed this 

created paradise called “earth”. 

The crucial issue concerning heaven is not about the matter of a person’s 

transportation to another place, but about that person’s transformation in 

whatever place they find themselves. In other words, to experience heav-

en, people do not need to go somewhere else first. Nor do they have to 

wait until they die. Instead, they have to be transformed by the power of 

God’s love so that they can participate here and now in God’s life by 

sharing in God’s healing, feeding, reconciling, and celebrating ways. To 

experience heaven is to be in a place with others and know that the only 

power animating all our actions is the power of God’s love. That so many 

people experience this life to be hell on earth is not because earth is aw-

ful or even evil. Life becomes hell when the creative, life-giving, and life-

nurturing love of God is degraded, despised, or thwarted. 

Heaven has not ever been closed to embodiment or materiality. This is 

what Christ’s incarnation and ascension teaches. It is only ever closed to 

sin, since sin is the distorting and degrading power that violates and frus-

trates the good life that God desires for every creature. If you want to get 

to heaven, don’t pack your bags to go somewhere else. Learn instead to 

make your body a conduit that receives and extends God’s love wherever 

you are. 

 



30 

Removing God from earth? 

It is practically inevitable that when people are confused about heaven 

that they will also be confused about earth. A spiritual focus “up and 

away” means that Christians will mistake and forsake earth by not              

focusing “down and among”. Historically speaking, the confusion has 

taken many forms. One of the most damaging happened when in the 

early years of modernity theologians and church leaders decided that 

this material world was the domain of scientists, while the spiritual realm 

was the domain of the church. This relatively neat, if disastrous, bifurca-

tion rested on the mistaken assumption that this material world was little 

more than “extended stuff” (res extensa, as Descartes termed it) that fol-

lowed its own “natural laws”. As scientists and philosophers described 

this world as an amoral and fundamentally dead realm, it made suitable 

sense to locate God in the souls of people. The idea that God is present 

to every creature as its intimate and animating breath (Psalm 104),    

simply disappeared from view. The idea that this world and its life are 

sacred evaporated. 

This shift in understanding was momentous in its implications because 

the removal of God from earth gave people whatever excuse they need-

ed to direct their spiritual energies away from the care of forests and 

fields, birds and animals, city neighbourhoods and markets, and trans-

portation and energy systems. These earthly domains, rather than being 

intrinsic elements in God’s drama of cosmic salvation, could now be 

consigned to the brutalising logics of commodification and profitability. 

The world, now believed to be dead and without sanctity, could be 

opened to unending extraction and manipulation. 

The science has changed. The idea that our world is valueless and dead, 

mere stuff bumping around in a cold universe, simply can no longer be 

maintained. As earth system scientists are telling us, we live in a highly 

dynamic, responsive, living world in which the actions of creatures, not 

least human creatures, can have world-altering significance. The idea 

that people live above and apart from soil, water, and air — and all the 

myriad large and small creatures that populate these domains — is a 



31 

fantasy. The well-funded effort to 

relocate (a few very rich) people to 

a terra-formed planet in outer 

space is a destructive and evasive 

delusion, because everything a 

person needs to live, ranging from 

the microbiome in the soil to the      

oxygen-producing forests all 

around, is  

here and nowhere else. Why spend 

billions of dollars trying to make in-

hospitable planets hospitable — a 

project well beyond the reach of 

any sane engineer — when our         

focus should be on healing and     

nurturing the profoundly hospitable 

planet we have done so much to    

degrade and destroy? 

For the love of this world 

It is time for theologies, and the 

spiritual quests they inspire, to 

change too. Now more than ever 

before, Christians need to recover a 

love for this earth and all its crea-

tures. This not a new ambition or a 

boutique concern that (some) 

Christians may elect to take up 

when they have become bored with 

other more pressing matters. It is, 

instead, a call to participate in the 

eternal and intimate abiding of God

-with-us as the One who daily cre-

ates, nurtures, sustains, heals, and 

reconciles every creaturely life. 

Nothing can be more fundamental 

to a spiritual life than to love God 

by loving the creatures and places 

that God loves and where God is 

constantly at work. 

The practical and ministry implica-

tions that follow from this commit-

ment are enormous. Think for a mo-

ment about how earth system scien-

tists are telling us that we live in an 

Anthropocene world. What they 

mean is that (some) human beings 

have developed technologies, infra-

structures, and economic policies 

that now affect every life form on 

earth. There is no place you can go, 

whether deep in the soils or high in 

our atmospheres, where you will 

not find evidence of humanity’s 

prowess and power. The presence 

of humans on earth has, in far too 

many instances, been a degrading 

and destroying presence. Rather 

than being ambassadors of the 

good news that is to be proclaimed 

to every creature under heaven 

(Colossians 1:23), or children of 

God who work to free creatures 

from the bondage and futility to 

which they find themselves subject-

ed (Romans 8:18-22), too many 

Christians have decided to wait it 

out and let the world burn. 
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What would happen if Christians 

took John’s Apocalypse seriously, 

and believed that God truly was          

descending to earth to dwell with 

mortals forever? What if they be-

lieved heaven was not a place to es-

cape to after we die, but was in-

stead this and every place trans-

formed by God’s  creative, healing, 

and nurturing love? 

A good way to frame our thinking 

and action is to ask: how would peo-

ple need to re-design and re-build 

our farms, cities, energy infrastruc-

tures, school systems, food distribu-

tion networks, healthcare facilities 

so that God’s life-giving ways were 

effective in them? If the truly great 

and enduring work is to participate  

with God in the healing of every 

place and every creaturely life, then 

a focus on built environments sud-

denly takes centre stage, because 

nothing is more important than to 

build a world where land, people, 

and fellow creatures live in peace, 

and in the realisation of that peace 

bear witness to the God who has 

only ever loved every aspect of this 

earthly life. 

VIRTUAL 4 WEEK WELLBEING 

WORKOUT 

EVIDENCE-BASED EXERCISE                       

PROGRAM TARGETING YOUR                   

MENTAL HEALTH 

Are you struggling to get motivated to 

exercise? Over 4 weeks, learn practical 

tips and tricks on how to get motivated 

to start and sustain an exercise routine, 

what to do when the going gets tough 

and how to overcome barriers. 

Each 2 hour, psychologist-designed 

session combines education and                          

exercise. 

Program includes unlimited access to 

Mood Active's virtual casual classes 

like yoga and body circuit classes. 

 

Track your progress with pre &                     

post-program wellbeing surveys. 

Each Zoom session will feature a                       

Mandarin speaking interpreter. 

Burwood Council residents get early 

access. 

4 x 2 hour workshops on Saturdays -                     

9, 16, 23 & 30 October 

Adult Program (18-65) – 8 to 10am 

Youth Program (16-18) - 10.15 to 

12.15pm 

Reserve your spot now 

Contact 0412 190 842 or email                           

info@moodactive.org.au 

This program is offered free thanks to 

Burwood Council 
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 Job 1.1; 2.1-10; Psalm 26;  

 Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12; Mark 10.2-16  

Jesus told his disciples to let the children come 

to him and not to stop them. He went on to say 

that we must all accept God with a childlike trust. 

Have you ever experienced a child climbing up 

on the couch and saying, “catch me daddy” as 

they leapt into the air? Poor dad must fly across 

the room, almost dislocating every bone in their body, but they catch their 

precious child. The child never doubted that dad would catch them. This 

childlike trust is, I think, how Jesus encourages us to think about God and the 

kingdom of heaven. Do we fill our heads and hearts with adult questions, de-

manding proof before we leap, or do we leap out in faith, trusting that God is 

there?   

 Pray that we may all have complete trust in God, even when we have 

questions.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of 

South East Asia. 

Text: The Reverend Canon Matthew Jones Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 
Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows - hopefully mid                   

October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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Creator God, we pray for the church throughout the world and especially 

for the Anglican Communion. We pray for Justin Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our Archbishop, Michael our regional 

Bishop, Fr. James and our parish ministry team. Lord, we love the quiet 

calm of places of worship, especially our own parish church. We pray for a 

speedy, safe return to corporate worship. 

Lord, help us to find the simplicity and clarity of our childhood. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Creator God, we praise you for the beauty of your natural world and all its 

creatures.  We especially give thanks for the animals that have been our 

companions during lockdown and the blessing of our own gardens and the 

green spaces around us. 

Lord, help us to find the simplicity and clarity of our childhood. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Creator God, we bring before you all the situations in the world where 

mankind’s actions are bringing fear and distress to the vulnerable. We pray 

for compassionate hearts for those in authority in all countries and for 

wisdom in addressing the impoverishment and famine resulting from 

inhumane decisions and actions. We pray particularly for little children at 

risk of starvation and for aid agencies striving to help them. 

Lord, help us to find the simplicity and clarity of our childhood. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Creator God, we pray for the families and children of our community and 

for the future promise they bring to our world. We pray for our political 

leaders at all levels, that as they make decisions about the direction of our 

nation, they will always consider the present and future needs of our 

children and the world we will leave for them. 

Lord, help us to find the simplicity and clarity of our childhood. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 
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Creator God, we pray for all in need in our community, for the lonely and 

unloved, for those weighed down by anxiety or depression, for those who 

mourn and those who comfort them. We give thanks for the scientists and 

doctors who have worked to develop effective vaccines and for the health 

care workers who administer them. We pray for the sick, especially those 

nearing the end of their earthly journeys and for their carers and loved 

ones.  We pray too for those on our parish prayer list, for Joyce Bannister; 

Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June Cameron; Grace Mao-

Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; David 

Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; 

Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods.  

Lord, help us to find the simplicity and clarity of our childhood. Lord, in 

your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Creator God, as you gather the children of your kingdom, we remember 

the recently departed and also those who have their year’s mind at this 

time: Keith Daniel, William Denney, Brian Furley, Mona Hardgrove and 

Gordon Young.  May we with them, St Francis and all the saints be welcome 

at your heavenly banquet. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. Grant that what 

we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

The Week Ahead... 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 4th October – Francis of Assisi, Friar and Preacher (d.1226)   

 Wednesday 6th October - William Tyndale, Biblical Scholar (d.1536) 
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