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Welcome to worship 
 Sunday 31st July 2022  

 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am  Said Eucharist                                                                                                                               

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)                                                     

10.30am   Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday                                                            

 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge. 
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I am 
who I am 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  
need to know 

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

south door. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      
welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  



3 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora  Nation               

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                       

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                     

gender, gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                    

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or         

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed  by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,                   

St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                      

community of faith. 

Bible Readings             Year C   Bible Readings  
for Today                                        for next Sunday 

Hosea 11.1-11                             The First Reading       Isaiah 1.1,10-20                              

Ps 107.1-9,43                                         The Psalm                     Ps 50.1-8,23-24                                                      

Colossians 3.1-11                                  The Epistle                   Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16               

              (17-28)                                      

Luke 12.13-21                                      The Gospel                   Luke 12.32-40 
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Everyone is invited to join us at Communion 

There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread 

and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive the 

wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like to 

guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands, 

while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really 

matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.  

For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you 

not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving 

from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread    

only.  

Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not 

receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread             

into the cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the                     

Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has                 

already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best                 

intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in contact 

with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than 

through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In addition, 

the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed    

before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually the Chalice                

Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine that has had 

multiple contacts with hands.  

In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if 

one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that 

taking only the bread is fully  participating in Communion. 
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Welcome to St Paul’s!  

My Dear Friends, 

We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at            

St Paul’s.  

The following services will be offered: 

• Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist 

• Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir  

• Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist  

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us 

to remain connected to God and to each other through this                    

pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s         

people at St Paul’s and beyond. 

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers. 

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.   

Fr James 

Flowers as a Memorial 

Decorating our church with flowers is one way 

to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for 

a special event. If you would like to give flowers 

in memory of  a loved one, or as an offering of 

thanksgiving please contact Judith Laurence the 

week prior to the date 

at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726 

and contact Caroline in the parish office at                                                         

office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the 

wording of the memorial notice in the pew bulletin. 

 News from St Paul’s …  

mailto:judealaurence@gmail.com
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A Message from The Rector  
My Dear Friends, 

I sincerely hope that you are all well.  

I assure you of my love and prayers as we live through these challenging 

times. I thank God for each of you and I pray that God will bless you and 

keep you. 

What God is doing at St. Paul’s is amazing. As so many Churches and Dio-

ceses struggle, become inward-looking, and are dying, we are growing in 

faith and hope and love and we are also swimming against the tide in that 

we are incredibly generous to those in need (and this need will only 

grow) and despite the pandemic, inclement weather, war, and a strug-

gling economy, we are actually seeing new people link up and become a 

part of our community of faith. We have so much to be thankful for. 

Thanks be to God. 

 All the way through the pandemic, that has now been impacting on the 

global community and each of our lives for over two and a half years, I 

have sought to keep everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and con-

nected to each other. We have done really well in achieving all of these 

goals and, given that the pandemic will be impacting on our lives for 

probably an equivalent period of time, we will do all that we can to con-

tinue to achieve these goals.  

Despite the pandemic, we carry on in faith and hope and love and try to 

care for everyone and keep everyone safe.  

The Orchestral Masses for the Sesquicentenary Celebrations and our 

Feast of Dedication were magnificent as is our worship of God week by 

week, month by month, year by year. We are truly blessed so that we 

might be a blessing to our community and world.  
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The impact of the pandemic on our community: 

Conditions are deteriorating daily in Sydney as case numbers               

climb – but they are relatively easy to measure: the impact on people’s     

financial and psychological health will be enormous and long-lasting. 

 We are seeing a surge in demand for the Parish Pantry and we will             

continue to help everyone who comes to the Parish Pantry for help. 

Looking to the future: 

As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing. Peo-

ple may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more 

mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak 

to the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is manifest. 

We have God and we have each other and that is enough. 

God has called us all together to: 

1.            Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship; 

2.            Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings; 

3.            Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not; 

4.            Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and 

5.            Increase the spiritual health of the Parish. 

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, 

pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I 

hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial re-

sources so that all of this can be achieved. 

We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are 

cared for, particularly those in need, and we are most grateful to you for 

your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city 

where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its wel-

fare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7) 

 



8 

The impact of the pandemic on the Parish: 

The extended nature of the pandemic has put significant pressure on the 

Parish's finances as costs increase every year due to rising inflation. On 

current projections our deficit this year will be around $80,000 to 

$100,000 and this can’t be allowed to happen as the Parish must make a 

surplus every year. Remaining financially viable is crucial in ensuring 

that the Parish will remain a liturgical, sacramental, pastoral, outward-

looking, and caring Parish. There is nothing to trim from the budget so 

we need to increase our giving. 

I ask you to make your financial donations either via electronic fund 

transfer or by cheque or by cash. 

The St. Paul’s bank account details are: 

Account name: St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood                                                  

BSB#: 032062                                                                                                                      

A/C #: 250028 

In response to God’s grace, love, and mercy we are seeing an outpouring 

of generosity and graciousness within the Parish with so many giving of 

themselves in love to God and to God’s people here at St. Paul’s and be-

yond. Thanks be to God. 

We give thanks to God for the amazing generosity of our Parishioners. 

Thanks be to God  

Many people volunteer their time to run the Parish Pantry (which sees 

more and more people coming for help each week) and we have a dedi-

cated team of gardeners who ensure that our grounds and gardens are so 

beautiful and welcoming. Thanks be to God.  

Our worship of God each week is enriched through the gift of talents that 

our Bell Ringers, our Choir, our Organists, our Sacristan and Servers, our 

Flower Arrangers, those who prepare our Intercessions, those who read, 

those who welcome, and all who serve and participate in the Services 

give so that we might worship God in the beauty of holiness. Thanks be 

to God.  



9 

Our Ministry Team serve God and this Parish remarkably well and we are 

blessed to have such a competent and loving team of faithful people who 

guide and lead us in worship, mission, pastoral care, and prayer. Thanks 

be to God.  

Our Wardens and Parish Council serve God and the Parish wonderfully 

as we see, by God’s grace, an extraordinary period of growth and            

renewal at St. Paul’s. Thanks be to God. 

I extend my thanks to all who give so generously of their time, their            

talents, and their finances to see God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and 

love grow here at St. Paul’s and beyond. 

Please hold the Parish, Ministry Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and me 

in your prayers as we trust God to guide and lead us and to protect and 

provide for us as we journey on in faith and hope and love. 

In the midst of these disruptions and challenges, we will continue to keep 

everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. We 

will continue to love God and our neighbour. We will continue to upgrade 

our facilities (recent projects include the new sandstone floor and mosaic 

in the Bell Tower Porch, solar panels on the Hall, new curtains in the Hall, 

fire security for the Church, a cool room for the Parish Pantry, more 

kneelers for the Church, and more bags for the Parish Pantry, all made 

possible by the amazing generosity of our Parishioners and community 

towards the Parish and Parish Pantry). We will continue to care for all who 

are struggling and come for help from the Parish Pantry.  

Final Prayer: 

Please be sure of my prayers for you and your families and friends as we 

live through these disrupted times. 

We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ            

Jesus our Lord so we need not fear anything in life or death – certainly 

not the pandemic. It is a matter of following the appropriate health                     

advice and getting on with life despite the disruption and challenges. 
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We turn to God in prayer: 

In darkness and in light,  

in trouble and in joy,  

help us, heavenly Father,  

to trust your love,  

to serve your purpose,  

and to praise your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

I believe that part of what God has in store is that, by God’s grace, we     

ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, pastoral,                   

outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I thank you 

most sincerely for your part in this wonderful journey that God has 

called us to share. 

May you know God’s peace at this time. 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace, 

Fr. James. 
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The Burwood Community Choir was formed 

in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to     

anyone and everyone who wants to join with 

others in song. You do not have to have any 

special musical expertise; just love to sing. 

There are no auditions for the choir and no 

membership fees. If people are able to make  

a donation to help with expenses then that is 

most acceptable but it is not a requirement 

for participation in the choir. 

The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at 

205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,                     

rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is 

Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!  

During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will 

become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we 

have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening 

of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.  

St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.               

Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry” 

which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our                 

community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same 

time. 

BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we 

are on You Tube –  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0   https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY 

Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.  

If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).                                                          

barbarastoneam@gmail.com 

 

urwood ommunity  hoir 

@ St Paul’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
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      Trading Table  

 

The Trading Table made $54.50 last Sunday. There is still some of the last 

Epistle available, in case you missed out, for the very reasonable price of $7. 

We look forward to serving you with our jams/chutneys (see below for the va-

rieties), plants etc.   

Butters                                                                                                                                         

Lemon, Lemon & Lime 

Chutneys/Pickles                                                                                                                        

Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple 

Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce 

Jams                                                                                                                                              

Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly, Apple 

Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce, Spiced 

Nectarine Jam, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig & Vanilla Jam, 

Spiced Fig & Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw/Pineapple and Ginger Jam,  

Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam 

Marmalades                                                                                                                                       

Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Rum &                

Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Cranberry,  

Orange/Lemon/Ginger, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon/Ginger & Gin, Orange & 

Passion fruit Jelly,  Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Chai Spiced 

Grapefruit, Mandarin , Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat Moroccan Style 

Plants                                                                                                                                             

The plants are in hibernation with the colder weather. 

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each 

I have some beautiful hand knitted wool garments. Beanies, children’s, baby 

all for sale. 

Thank you for your support  

Pam Brock 
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Fire Protection System in the 

Church 

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW 

Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help 

meet half of the cost of a state of the 

art fire protection  system in the 

Church. 

We need to raise the other 

$41,000.00 to match this grant to en-

sure that St. Paul’s is protected from 

any risk of fire.  

This state of the art system includes 

fire brigade monitoring that will not 

be set off by candles burning and              

using incense in our Services. 

Donations can be made to the                 

National Trust Account which are tax 

deductable. 

Cheques can be made out to:  

National Trust of Australia (NSW)              

St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood  

Or                                                                             

Direct Credit to the above name with 

bank account details:  

Westpac  

BSB: 032-044 

Account number: 742 926 

Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney 

NSW  

 

Please contact Pam for more details 

or place a donation in an envelope 

and label with National Trust                      

donation and include your name for 

your receipt and an address to post it 

to. Thank you.  

We are seeking to ensure that the                  

entire precinct (that is, the Church,                

the Rectory, the Hall, and the 

grounds) is refurbished and               

maintained to the highest standard 

and your help is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

Requests for Prayer 

Praying for the needs of our world 

and its people is both a responsibil-

ity and a privilege. In our services on 

Wednesday and Sunday we pray by 

name for those who have asked for 

our prayers. 

If you would like us to pray for your-

self or a friend or loved one we now 

have a book at the back of the church 

where  names can be added to our 

parish prayer list. Please ask the wel-

comers if you cannot see where it is. 

The page will be turned and the list 

will be  completely renewed every 

three months, beginning June, Sept, 

Dec, March. 

Likewise, let us know when 

someone's name should be removed 

or placed in the faithful departed.  
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 For General & Offertory                        
Donations                        

please use this account details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 
Church 

BSB:    032 062                                           
Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            
AND For Community Choir                          

Donations 

please use this account details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                                              
BSB:       032 062                                                 
Account #:      812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s this week 

and other donations:                                                                      

≈ Offertory: $2423                                                             

≈ Parish Pantry:  $170                                         

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$2593 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                          

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............                      

to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, 

to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of 

the parish." 

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                  

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 PARISH PANTRY  

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

With no more hampers from Oz Harvest, the current cost of              

living and food shortages, we now are spending in excess of $500 

per week. 

Hands & Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this costs us 

$200 per week. Our thanks to the Community Choir who are now 

picking up the tab for this.   
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm                                                                              

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 

Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or                     

            Pallium, a  symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical                        

     vestment.  

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s 

Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  

 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 

Cross — The symbol of our Faith 

Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 

Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the            

     Blood of  Christ 

Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for 

      Mary Mother of our Lord 

Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace 

A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)  

God of the nations,                                                                          

whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 

mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad 

your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for 

war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family 

and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Paul’s Church Archive Search 

The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked              

regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time 

consuming in many cases. 

We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150 

per search and could include a copy of documents. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Census 2022: A Decline in Religion Doesn’t Mean a Decline in Faith 

It may seem we’re becoming a more secular society, but NCLS Research 

Director says that conclusion is too narrow to make from the data. 

When the latest Australian Census data was released last month, one of 

the headline-grabbing shifts was that less than 50 per cent of Australians 

aligned themselves with   Christianity, and a growing number of people 

(39 per cent) considered themselves non-religious. 

At face value, it may seem we’re becoming a more secular society or 

that Christianity’s relevance is on the decline, but NCLS Research              

Director Dr Ruth Powell told Hope 103.2 that’s too narrow a conclusion to 

make from the data. 

People are “disconnecting from the institution of religion”, Ruth said. 

In part, that’s because church and church attendance isn’t as embedded 

into culture as it was in the 20th century, but also because “religious in-

stitutions have not done well in the eyes of society – particularly around 

the Royal Commission for Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse”. 

However, the rise in “non-religious” affiliation doesn’t mean people have 

stopped believing in God, or aren’t open to spiritual                                

experiences. 

Religious identity is not as important [but] that doesn’t mean they’re 

atheist,” Ruth said. 

According to NCLS’ own national survey which was conducted at the 

same time as the Census, “55 per cent of Australians believe in God or 

some kind of higher power, six in 10 have had a mystical or supernatural 

experience, six in 10 pray or meditate – and three in 10 Australians say 

they do that weekly”, she said. 
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“So [Australians] are practicing religious, spiritual practices. 

“Even people who say ‘I’m not religious’ may be going to church every 

week, and are very committed to their faith [but] don’t want to be con-

nected with the institution.” 

Despite the data not being as black and white as some may see it the la-

belling of Christianity now as a “minority” religion within Australia, has 

the potential to raise concerns within faith-based communities. 

How will Christian views, and Christians, be represented in a main-

stream society that could argue they’re less significant? 

“I think it probably depends on how Christians conduct themselves,” 

Ruth said. 

“In the commentary that’s being written about the Census right now, 

there are [Christians] who are concerned about it, and there are others 

who’ve already accepted [the decline in Christianity] is true, and has 

been true for a while. 

“There’s, in a sense, no surprise here that we’re not identifying as a 

Christian nation. We’re not the kings of the castle, and we haven’t been 

for a while. 

“But no one should resign from [sharing] their Christian values and say-

ing ‘I’m shaped by this, did you know in our history we’ve been shaped 

by this, this is important and this is why’. 

“A posture of humility would be helpful at this stage, but just get on with 

[living your faith],” – NCLS Research Director Dr Ruth Powell 

“Christianity has been in the minority in many times in history, in many 

places, and that’s not stopped the influence of being salt, and light and 

changing the world.” 
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Earliest Known Images of Two Biblical Heroines Unearthed in Israel                  
- By Lucia Cheng  

Found in an ancient synagogue, the 1,600-year-old mosaics tell the                 

stories of Deborah and Jael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Old Testament’s Book of Judges, two women—Deborah and Jael—

help defeat the Canaanite general Sisera. Now, archaeologists in Israel’s 

Lower Galilee have unearthed 1,600-year-old mosaics depicting their 

stories, according to a statement from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill.  

Led by archaeologist Jodi Magness, the team discovered the ancient art 

in Huqoq, at the site of a Jewish synagogue built between the fourth and 

fifth centuries. 

“This is extremely rare,” Magness tells Religion News Service’s Kathryn 

Post. “I don’t know of any other ancient depictions of these heroines.” 

The biblical stories portrayed in the mosaics begin when Deborah                  

summons the leader Barak to fight the Canaanites. Barak and his army  

The Israelite commander Barak depicted in the Huqoq  synagogue                       
mosaic Photo by Jim Haberman  
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succeed, defeating all of the Caaanites but Sisera, who flees the scene to 

escape being captured by Israelite forces. He seeks refuge in the tent of 

Jael. She feeds him until he falls asleep; then, she picks up a hammer 

and drives a tent peg into his head, killing him. 

The mosaics are divided into three parts, per the statement. The upper-

most part depicts Deborah under a palm tree, gazing at the warrior Bar-

ak. The next image, only partially preserved, displays Sisera seated, 

while the lowest section shows Sisera bleeding on the ground with Jael 

above him. In addition to the mosaic, the floor also revealed a Hebrew 

inscription inside a wreath, along with images of four animals eating 

grapes. 

The work is part of the Huquq Excavation Project, which is now in its 

10th season. The team first discovered mosaics at this site in 2012, and 

apart from pandemic-related disruptions, they have returned every 

summer since, according to the statement.  

Elsewhere in the ancient synagogue, other mosaics depict scenes from 

the Book of Judges, Magness tells Religion News Service. Because exist-

ing rabbinic literature from the time doesn’t describe the designs inside 

synagogues, the archaeological record is critical.  

“The value of our discoveries, the value of archaeology, is that it helps 

fill in the gaps in our information about, in this case, Jews and Judaism in 

this particular period,” Magness adds. “It shows that there was a very 

rich and diverse range of views among Jews.” 

Over the years, the researchers have unearthed mosaics of Moses’ spies 

exploring Canaan, a depiction of Noah’s Ark, and the parting of the Red 

Sea, among others. The team also found an image of Alexander the 

Great, which they say is “the first non-biblical story ever found decorat-

ing an ancient synagogue.” 

While the mosaics have been removed from the site, excavations are 

scheduled to continue next summer.   
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The Huquq Excavation Project is in its 10th season after recent seasons 

were paused due to COVID-19. Located in Israel’s Galilee, the team first 

discovered mosaics in 2012, and have continued to expose the                          

synagogue’s main hall and aisles. National Geographic reports that each 

action to uncover the finds must be meticulously recorded. Data is then 

entered into a computer database via iPad, which can then assemble a 

visualization in three dimensions.  

The mosaics “have been removed from the site for conservation, and the 

excavated areas have been backfilled,” states the press release. Further 

excavations are scheduled to continue in summer 2023. 

Fox eating grapes mosaic in Huqoq synagogue mosaic                   

Photo by Jim Haberman  
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Matthew 19 speaks into divorce, not same-sex marriage 

- By Bob Derrenbacker 

Some Pharisees came to [Jesus], and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful 

for a man to divorce his wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you not 

read that the one who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and 

female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 

and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they 

are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 

let no one separate.” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us 

to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He said to them, “It 

was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to di-

vorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, 

whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another 

commits adultery.”’   

Matthew 19:3-9  

One of the things that unites us as Anglicans is our belief that Holy              

Scripture has a particular authority in our lives and contains “all doctrine 

necessary for external salvation through faith in Jesus Christ”, as we read 

in the ordinal in A Prayer Book for Australia. As such, the exegesis,             

interpretation and application of Holy Scripture is supremely important 

to us as Anglicans. Our exegesis and interpretation of Scripture needs to 

be sound and contextual if it is to be properly read and faithfully applied 

in contemporary life. We also need to be prepared for difference of    

opinion when we engage in Biblical interpretation, and participate in a 

healthy and respectful debate in the midst of these differences.  

In the recent General Synod debate about same sex marriage, several 

references were made to Jesus’ teaching on divorce and remarriage in 

Matthew 19, specifically verses four to six, as an apparently implicit                 

condemnation of same-sex marriage. But I ask, is this an appropriate 

reading of Matthew 19? 
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To understand Matthew 19 more fully, we must first look at Matthew’s 

source-text for 19:1-12, which is Mark 10:1-12. Without question, the             

Gospel of Mark is Matthew’s main source for most of his Gospel – nearly 

98 per cent of the passages in Mark show up in Matthew.  

As a result, much of Jesus’s teaching on divorce and remarriage in that 

passage of Mark appears in the parallel text in Matthew. For example, in 

both Matthew and Mark, it is a group of Pharisees that ask whether it is 

“lawful” for a man to divorce his wife. In both, Jesus makes reference to 

the provision of a “certificate of dismissal” from Deuteronomy 24:1. In 

both, Jesus justifies his words on divorce by quoting Genesis 1:27 – “God 

made them male and female” –  and Genesis 2:24 – “Therefore a man 

leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 

one flesh”. In both Matthew and Mark, there is a statement from Jesus that 

a husband who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery.  

However, there are also some interesting differences between Matthew 

and Mark. In Mark’s gospel, Jesus’ teaching imagines a secular, Roman le-

gal understanding of marriage and divorce. In Mark 12:11-12 Jesus de-

scribes a scenario where either a husband or a wife could legally seek a 

divorce. In Matthew’s version of the story however, Jesus’ teaching in 

verse nine seems to only imagine a Jewish legal understanding, where it 

was only the husband who had the legal right to divorce his wife.   

In addition, in Matthew 19:3 (but not Mark) we see the Pharisees ask Je-

sus the following: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 

cause?”. The phrase “for any cause” is added by Matthew, and indicates 

that there Jesus is being asked to settle a debate between competing fac-

tions of Pharisees about the legitimacy of divorce. In other words, Jesus is 

being asked to take a position on “any cause” divorce – divorce for “any 

cause,” or any reason, was a position that Hillel school of Pharisees advo-

cated. This scenario, scholars argue, would have left divorced wives in 

Jewish antiquity incredibly vulnerable, without any legal rights and the 

life-preserving protection of an ancient household. It allowed the hus-

band to divorce his wife for “any cause,” with the wife not possessing the 

same legal right.   
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The Shammai school of Pharisees advocated a much more restrictive un-

derstanding of divorce, sanctioning it only for a few, narrow reasons such 

as certain types of sexual immorality. As well, only in Matthew do we see 

an exception given by Jesus for situations in which divorce initiated by a 

husband and remarriage was acceptable – porneia, what the NRSV  

translates as “unchastity” in Matthew 19:9.  

Thus in Matthew and only in Matthew, Jesus is essentially being asked to 

settle a debate among two groups of Pharisees as to whether “any cause” 

divorce is appropriate. Jesus responds by taking a fairly hard line against 

“any cause” divorce, arguing in verse six that an indissoluble marriage is 

God’s ideal, but in verses seven to eight that the law of Moses allows for a 

husband to divorce his wife. Jesus appeals to Genesis 2:24 in his re-

sponse to argue against the Hillel position of “any cause” divorce and 

justify the indissolubility of marriage with very few exceptions. Thus, if 

Matthew 19 has anything to say to contemporary life, it is perhaps about 

Jesus’s fairly strong condemnation of divorce, Jesus’s affirmation of the 

permanence and ideal indissolubility of marriage. It is not about an              

apparently implicit condemnation of same-sex marriage.   

Our goal as Anglican readers and interpreters of Holy Scripture is to            

engage in the process of reading and interpretation prayerfully,                   

communally, and faithfully. To be faithful readers of Scripture we need to 

be faithful to a passage’s cultural, historical, and theological contexts. In 

doing so, our exegesis and interpretation will hopefully be more sound 

and orthodox, and will then be able to more effectively speak into to 

those places and times where we find ourselves in theological                    

disagreement as Anglicans.  

The Reverend Canon Dr Bob Derrenbacker is dean and Frank Woods As-

sociate Professor in New Testament at Trinity College Theological School 
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If…  

A poem by Joanna Fuchs 

 

If the world were full of Christians 

who studied their Bible daily, 

who really did believe 

God’s commands applied to them, 

who put what they learned 

in God’s Holy Word into practice, 

their actions reflecting that Word, 

then earth would be close to heaven. 

If the world were full of Christians 

who knew that being a Christian 

is more than going to church, 

who lived their lives according to God’s will, 

service to Him their main purpose, 

who practiced Jesus’ teachings 

every day, with everyone they met, 

loving and helping their neighbors, 

then the earth would be a place 

of heavenly harmony and peace. 
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  Hosea 11.1-11; Psalm 107.1-9, 43;                   

 Colossians 3.1-11; Luke 12.13-21  

Jesus tells us the Parable of the Rich Fool – 

someone who wants to store up his harvest              

rather than worrying about the state of his 

soul. How can we worry less about material 

things and concentrate on building up our 

love for God and for our neighbours?  

 Jesus Christ, more precious than gold or diamonds, help me to seek 

those things that are worthy of storing up in my soul so that I will not 

live to die a rich fool.  

 Give thanks for ABM’s networking partner, Episcopal Relief and                      

Development (ERD), based in the United States of America  

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022  

Quote of the Week …  

 "Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the 

treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and 

the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a cruci-

fied God—must become our wisdom and our power and our only boast in 

this world.”  

- John Piper 

An American New Testament scholar, Reformed theologian, pastor, and    

chancellor of Bethlehem College & Seminary in Minneapolis, Minnesota  
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 INDOORS  
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Unfinished Business! Save the Date!   

Dear MOW friend and/or supporter, 

It’s thirty years since Anglican women were first ordained as priests in 

Australia. 

But there are still dioceses – Sydney Diocese chief among them – that 

limit or refuse to acknowledge women’s ordained ministry. The time is 

ripe to challenge this stance. 

The Movement for the Ordination of Women Australia is organising a  

conference in Sydney from 16 to 18 September 2022 – Unfinished                  

Business – to recognise the struggle for Anglican women’s ordination in 

Australia, celebrate the courage and service of ordained women, and 

honour those who have fought for women’s ordination over many years. 

The program is still being finalised, but speakers who will be addressing 

the past, present and future of women’s ordained ministry include Dr Julia 

Baird, Professor Eileen Baldry AO, the Rev’d Val Graydon, Ms Anne 

Hywood, the Rev’d Canon Professor Dorothy Lee, the Hon Keith Mason 

AC QC, the Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean, the Rev’d Dr Colleen O’Reilly AM, 

the Rev’d Angela Peverell, Dr Gwenneth Roberts, the Rev’d Gloria Shipp, 

and the Rev’d Elisa Helen Waterhouse CSC. 

The conference will be held at Christ Church St Laurence, 812 George 

Street, Sydney. Program and registration details will be posted on the 

MOW website as they become available (https://mowatch.com.au/) 

If you have any queries, or wish to be removed from the conference mail-

ing list, do contact me at secretary@mowatch.com.au.  And please for-

ward this email to anyone you know who may be interested in the confer-

ence or supporting MOW. 

Elaine Lindsay                                                                                                                    

National Secretary, MOW 

 OUTDOORS …  
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[PRIEST] Led by Christ in our journey and moved by his compassion, we pray 

for the church, the world, those in need, and all God’s creation. 

Holy and gracious God, remember your Church and especially Justin of 

Canterbury and all bishops gathered for the Lambeth conference. Strengthen 

them and all your people for their witness and work in the world. Empower 

your ministers faithfully to proclaim the gospel and to administer your holy 

sacraments. Today we pray for your blessing on the Church of the Province of 

West Africa, and its Primate Jonathan Hart.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

We bring to you a broken and divided world, countries at war, and those 

affected by hostility. Guard and defend the President and people of Ukraine 

from all evil and bloodshed. Pour out your Spirit upon all world leaders, that 

they may pursue the path of peace. Give them the wisdom to know that true 

power is to be found in service, care and compassion, to do justice and to love 

kindness.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Bring your grace and healing power to all who suffer, to the sick, the 

depressed and the fearful, to all prisoners and the forgotten, to those who 

grieve and those who have lost hope. May they know your presence, comfort 

and healing, your peace and joy, especially those for whom we have been 

asked to pray: Fr James; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Rosemary 

B and Theo B; Robyn Collins; June Cameron; Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; 

Vince Foster; Malcolm Green; Selina Harman; Helen; Fr Robin Hutcheon; 

Leonora Jacqueline; Enid Kell; Lily; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister 

Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Gaye Rand; Ruth Rock; Scott; Fran 

Sellers; Diane Smith; Peter Sorensen; Sylvia; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey and 

Bob Woods. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

We commend to you all who have died, that they may rest in that place where 

there is no pain or grief, where all tears are wiped away, especially Martin 

How MBE. And we continue to trust in your merciful keeping those whose 

INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 31st July 2022 

Pentecost 8  Year C 
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year’s mind occur at this time: Shirley 

Pozzi, Brendan Mooney, Francis Taylor, 

Marjorie White, Gordon Gregory, 

Frank Ireland, George Ellis, Cave 

Moon, Ruth Anderson, Jean Spence, 

Ellayne Hillier, Noel Poon, Barry 

Debus and Charles Chambers 

May we, with them, be numbered with 

your saints in glory everlasting.  

[PRIEST] Almighty God, you have 

promised to hear our prayers.                                                                   

Grant that what we have asked in faith 

we may by your grace receive, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 The Week Ahead... 

Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

 Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week  

 Monday 1st August - Holy men and women of the Old Testament  

 Wednesday 3rd August - Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr   

 Thursday 4th August - John Baptist, Vianney, parish priest of Ars, France 

     (d.1859) 

 Friday 5th August - Oswald, King and Martyr (d.642) 

 Saturday 6th August - The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
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 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.org.au 
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