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Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender,
gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin, economic
reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status.
We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed
by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim
this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known
the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that
no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with
us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Ruth 1.1-18
Ps 146
Hebrews 9.11-15
Mark 12.13-17, 28-34

Year B
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Ruth 3.1-5;4.3-17
Ps 127
Hebrews 9.(19-22) 23-28
Mark 12.38-44
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The Greeting of Peace will continue
as a reverent bow to those one is
My Dear Friends,
seated close to. Communion will be
We are very glad to be able to wor- administered at the communion rail
ship again at welcoming you today and directions will be provided in
at St Paul’s after months of lockthe order of service.
down.
There will be no morning tea after
The following services will be ofthe 9:30am service until at least the
fered:
end of October. When morning tea
•
Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist does resume, everyone will need to
sign-in again using the Hall QR
•
Sunday 9:30am Choral
code and observe all relevant
Eucharist with choir
hygiene protocols and physical
•
Wednesday 10:30am mid-week distancing requirements.

Welcome Back to St Paul’s!

Eucharist

As the situation changes with
People are quite free to decide not reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters at
to attend Church or any event if
they do not feel comfortable doing that point in time.
so. All risk management proceI am truly grateful to all those who,
dures will be scrupulously attend- over the past months, have helped
ed to including:
us to remain connected to God and
•

mandatory QR code sign in either with a smartphone or a
COVID- 19 card;

•

wear a face mask at all times;

•

sanitise your hands on entry;

•

observe the 1 person per four
square metre rule (except for
house hold groups) and sit in
alternate pews;

•

no singing.

to each other through this pandemic. Thank you for your loving
Service of God and of God’s people
at St Paul’s and beyond.

The ministry team continues to
work on the postponed
sesquicentenary celebrations and
will communicate more about
these, along with our Advent and
Christmas services, in due course.
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I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Peace,
James.

Happy Birthday Dear Rector!
Our warmest best wishes to Father James as he celebrates his birthday
TODAY - every blessing and much happiness.

All Souls' Day
Our annual commemoration of our loved ones who have finished
their earthly journeys, will be on 2nd November. In preparation for this
we prepare a list of names to be remembered in the service and
entered in our Chantry Book.
If you have given us names in the past and they appear in our year's
mind list each week, there is no need to give them to us again as they
will automatically be in the list. If you have other names you would like
listed, especially those who have passed away since last year's service,
there are a number of ways that can be achieved. There will be a sheet
at the back of the church on Wednesday 13th and 20th and Sunday 17th
and 24th October but you could also email to:
judealaurence@gmail.com or contact the parish office with the full
name and full date of death.
Many thanks and blessings,
Jude

Intercession calls
On the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, we will be renewing our
intercession list for the next six months. During the next few weeks,
please advise if you wish existing names to stay, names to be added or
names to be deleted. Contact the parish office or Fr Michael at the
following email: michael@stpaulsburwood.org.au
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Click & Collect Trading Table

Last Sunday the Trading Table made $53. Please make sure you make
contact with me to order your goods including spinach so you are not
disappointed.
The Trading Table will not be able to take place at present due to the
COVID restrictions. I have had people wanting to buy the many jams,
marmalades and chutneys that I have been busy preparing during the
lockdown. I have decided the best way to help everyone get a chance
to buy the goodies is to pre-order and I will have your parcel ready to
collect after the service. I will list the 46 varieties of goodies that are
available for you to choose from.
Butters
Lemon & Lime, Lemon, Lemon Lime & Passion fruit
Chutneys/Pickles
Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green
Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney, Green
Mango Chutney, Green Tomato Chutney
Jams
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam,
Peach & Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly, Guava Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly, Lilly Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam, Strawberry & Apple Jam, Raspberry
Jam, Blueberry Jam, Apricot, Apricot & Pineapple Jam, Choko & Ginger
Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce
Marmalades
Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime &
Ginger, Cumquat, Cumquat Moroccan Style, Orange, Orange & Rum &
Raisin, Blood Orange, Seville Orange, Orange & Rum, Orange &
Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange & Lemon with Ginger,
Orange & Passionfruit Jelly Orange & Apricot, Citrus
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(various combinations of citrus
fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby Grapefruit
& Pomegranate, Chai Spice
Grapefruit
Spinach
Bunches of spinach will also be
available
If you would like anything please
contact me either by email, text


or phone with your order. There are
only a few jars available for some of
the varieties.
Looking forward to seeing you all
soon!
Pam Brock
pambrock@hotmail.com, 97473619
or 0402547892

Ruth 1.1-18; Psalm 146;
Hebrews 9.11-15; Mark 12.13-17, 28-34

Our gospel reading today challenges us about honesty and
truth in the two stories we read. Give to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, or in today’s language, the services that
we use, debts we accumulate, State and Federal laws, especially in this Covid
pandemic. We live in a very materialistic society, ‘It’ll be right, mate!’. Honestly? May our attitude towards managing our finances be one of honesty and
truth, and give to God the things that are God’s. Honesty and truth are also
high priorities in our relationship with God. There are many gods in our materialistic world. How can we be absolutely certain God is first in our lives and
neighbours (other people) second? Jesus has much to teach us about our
neighbours.


Loving God, thank you for your presence with us every day, teaching us
how to live honestly and truthfully in the many challenges we encounter.
Bless us as we think outside the box about ‘the things that are Caesar’s
and the things that are God’s.’ Amen.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Text: P. Kerr Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans © Anglican Board of Mission,
2021
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Where are They Now?
With our Lunchtime Recitals currently on hold, we have contacted some
of our former recitalists asking them to share their thoughts and
experiences of life as a musician during this lockdown period.
This week’s artist is Titus Grenyer. Titus played for our services on
several occasions as well as being a Lunchtime Recitalist.
For his Lunchtime Recital program on 19 February 2019 Titus played:
Pièce d’Orgue BWV 572 - J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750);

Andante Sostenuto from Symphony No. 9 ‘Gothique’ - Charles-Marie
Widor (1844-1937);
Epiphyte (2019) - Titus Grenyer (b.1998); and
Sonata No. 4 in Bb major - Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847).
Sheryl Southwood OAM
Recital Convenor

David Russell
Director of Music

Titus Grenyer – Organist
I am happy to share some details about
where I am now. I believe the last time I
performed at Burwood was in 2019. So much
has happened since then! I am pleased to
announce that I have completed my Bachelor
of Music with Honours in Organ performance
with distinction. I was also appointed to the
role of Assistant Organist at St Mary's
Cathedral in late 2019 and continue to play
for services there on a regular basis. In my
personal life, I am now engaged to my
beautiful partner Kim, with the intention to
marry some time next year. We are happy, and our partnership has
made this lockdown much more tolerable.
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Musically, it has been hard for us all during Covid. Last year, as this
unprecedented chaos was taking off, I realised that I still wanted to be
able to share my music with an audience and decided that the best way
to do so would be online. I have thus created a Youtube channel with my
partner Kim called "Pep Organ", in which we share high-quality organ
performances once per week. For parishioners who are keen to hear
more music from home, I invite them to look at our channel by following
this link: bit.ly/PepOrgan
Sending best wishes to you and to the staff and clergy at St Paul's.

Titus

A very full Car load for parish pantry
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PARISH PANTRY
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. This is proving very successful.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
On line giving: $2,501.60

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

Parish Pantry: $380
Building Fund:$10

BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir

TOTAL OF GIVING:$2,891.60
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Loneliness and the cost of
true community
- By Simon Smart, The Executive

Director of the Centre for Public
Christianity
Elvis Presley’s 1956 hit single
“Heartbreak Hotel” included the
famous line, delivered with pulsating, melodramatic energy, “I get so
lonely I could die.” The King’s
eventual demise was the result of
factors more complex than a failed
romance, but it turns out there was
some truth in his grim assessment
of the effect loneliness can have on
us. A 2019 report in the Scientific
American found that loneliness can
reduce our lifespan by 15 years —
the equivalent of smoking 15 cigarettes a day.
And it’s not only tortured rockers
who are feeling the sting of relational emptiness these days. Experts in the field say we are facing
a loneliness epidemic. A report into loneliness among Australians released this month adds weight to
that alarming idea. The findings —
which were commissioned by Telstra in partnership with YouGov,
and working with psychologist Dr
Michelle H. Lim — reveal that the
14

pandemic has merely accentuated
an already existing problem. Today,
40 per cent of Australians have
never felt lonelier. One in four say
they don’t have people they can
regularly talk with or turn to. Three
in ten say they never or rarely feel
close to people. More than a third
of those surveyed say they rarely
feel like they are part of a group of
friends. Half of us feel too embarrassed to admit to others that we
are lonely, which no doubt exacerbates the issue.
Notions of people languishing in
nursing homes being the ones
most likely to be feeling left out
don’t stack up either. The loneliest
of all the generations are Gen Z
and Millennials. Young people are
more “connected” than ever before
and have never felt more alone.
What is it about contemporary life
that is creating this malaise? That’s
a very complex story and entire
books are needed to untangle the
mess. But it does seem that late
modernity, with its obsessive focus
on individualism and personal
“freedom”, is less suited to true
community than previous eras.

Pared-back lives
In light of the loneliness data, it was intriguing to me to learn about
some recent fashions that are reflective of a deeper strain within our
culture.
So, writing for The Guardian, Sarah Logan identifies an influential group
of young YouTubers who are decluttering, not only their apartments, but
their relationships as well. Shedding excess and inconvenient friendships and unnecessary emotional baggage is a natural extension of the
Marie Kondo minimalist push, and, according to these twentysomethings, a pathway to peace. They refuse to be bogged down by
people in their social circles who might be demanding or needy or difficult. “For where I am right now, a relationship is not my priority”, says
James Sweetland, a YouTuber in his late twenties. “I have limited time
and energy, and I can only allocate so much of it each day. I am trying to
get rid of everything that doesn’t give me true satisfaction.” 25-year-old
Kelly Stamps feels similarly. She has whittled her social circle of friends
down to four, so as to avoid “insecure friendships”.

It’s not new to hear life coaches and self-help gurus talking about casting off negative relationships and surrounding yourself with positive life
-giving people. There is no doubt some wisdom in decluttering your
life. My garage would be a good place to start. And, for sure, there are
certain friendships that, if they were the only ones you had, could become a drain and a suffocating burden. But what about when you are the
one feeling down, needing support, wanting to be listened to in your
pain, requiring a lift and encouragement? What do the relationship declutterers do then? Or do they presume they will never have to be that
person? Could our self-focus be costing us in ways we don’t realise?
In the New York Times, Lara Bazelon recently defended her decision to
leave her marriage to a loving husband whom she still loved, in order to
fulfill her career ambitions that she felt would be irretrievably damaged
by staying with him. “I divorced my husband not because I didn’t love
him”, she writes. “I divorced him because I loved myself more.”
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Again, such a focus is not entirely new. Gustave Flaubert’s midnineteenth-century novel Madame Bovary describes his eponymous
protagonist Emma in this way: “From everything she had to extract
some kind of personal profit; and she discarded as useless anything
that did not lend itself to her heart’s immediate satisfaction …” Emma
Bovary would fit neatly into a modern paradigm where a focus on selfadvancement and constant “optimising”, can preserve our individuality. And yet leave us profoundly alone.
Connecting to something bigger

We are, of course, profoundly affected by the point we happen to find
ourselves in history and the accompanying social forces that come
with it. Johann Hari’s Lost Connections identifies the isolating nature of
modern life:
The Internet was born into a world where many people had already
lost their sense of connection to each other. The collapse had already
been taking place for decades by then. The web arrived offering them
a kind of parody of what they were losing — Facebook friends in place
of neighbors, video games in place of meaningful work, status updates
in place of status in the world. The comedian Marc Maron once wrote
that “every status update is a just a variation on a single request:
‘Would someone please acknowledge me?’”
Jillian Richardson, author of Un-lonely Planet, became interested in the
subject of loneliness when she started an e-newsletter to help link up
lonely people at events in New York. Richardson discovered commonalities in what she came to call community healing spaces — think 12step meeting, or any number of different support groups. In coming
together to unburden themselves of something, very often to
strangers, Richardson saw people transformed. They left looking lighter. And she recognised that even the very secular versions of these
meetings mimicked more traditional forms of a religious gathering,
even if they didn’t appeal to anything overtly spiritual.
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Her research highlighted the fact that, especially for young people, loneliness figures have gone up at the same time as attendance figures for
organised religion have plummeted. She wondered about the correlation. Not a conventionally religious person herself, she told The Sacred
podcast that she couldn’t help but notice something significant in religious adherents with whom she spoke:
They seemed to have something that I wanted for myself, and that the
world could use more of — that through their faith they seemed more
connected to these values of love, and community and connection because there is … something bigger that is calling them to invest in those
values every day.
The longing for community
A modern Westerner faces a complex paradox to navigate. On the one
hand, we have come to elevate the individual to the ultimate position,
and alongside that we’ve adopted a narrow definition of “freedom” that
revolves around unlimited choice. On the other hand, we are lonely and
crave what only community can offer us. The problem is true community
is costly. It’s hard work and inconvenient and involves time and selflessness and care for people we might otherwise choose not to be around.
It’s where we learn patience and kindness and humility and hospitality.
It’s where we can be a support to others while they support us. Sporting
clubs and book groups and various associations — gatherings of likeminded people — offer some of these qualities for sure.
Might faith communities have something surprising and unique to offer
us as we seek relationships of depth and meaning? As we seek connection?
Despite the impression that religion in the West is taking its last gasps,
it’s still the case that (pre-COVID-19) around 15 per cent of Australians
were finding their way to church once a month. That’s a lot of people.
What do they find there? A mixed bag for sure. But at its best, a community of faith can situate someone within a story that is much larger than
themselves. It can draw them towards service and compassion and acts
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of mercy for those in need. It can help them to offer and be offered
friendship and support and love when its needed. It can, and frequently
does, impel people towards a more generous, less trivial, more forgiving, and kinder version of themselves. As the philosopher-priest Tomáš
Halík writes in Night of the Confessor:
Faith, if it is a living faith, provides permanent prevention against and
therapy for the disease of self-deification — that disease whose perniciousness is often overlooked for the sole reason that we live in a culture that is not only permeated with the disease but often proclaims it as
a virtue: the summit and fulfilment of human life — as “self-fulfilment”.
He adds later: “when we give up our fictitious post of commander of the
universe, we feel enormous relief. Humility and truth liberate and heal.”
The American writer Anne Lamott, whose searingly honest meditations
on faith and ordinary life have made her widely popular, describes her
journey towards a faith community in her book Travelling Mercies. An
alcoholic and heavy drug user, she found herself living on a boat across
the bay from San Francisco. She was drawn, by the singing, to a church
across the road from a flea market she’d go to on Sundays. Staunchly resistant to the offers of welcome from the tiny congregation of the ramshackle, run-down building, she would awkwardly stand there at the
door, listening, “as frozen and stiff as Richard Nixon”. The message being preached initially made no sense to her. “But the church smelled
wonderful, like the air had nourishment in it, or like it was composed of
these people’s exhalations, of warmth and faith and peace”, she writes.
Her life was changed when she joined that community — the warmth
became irresistible:
There was no sense of performance or judgement … Something inside
me that was stiff and rotting would feel soft and tender. Somehow the
singing wore down all the boundaries and distinctions that kept me so
isolated. Sitting there, standing with them to sing, sometimes so shaky
and sick that I felt like I might tip over, I felt bigger than myself, like I
was being taken care of, tricked into coming back to life …
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For several decades we have experimented with self-fulfilment as our
primary goal, and it’s not working. We are lonely. We need to find ways
to connect in more than superficial ways. It won’t be easy. But there are
deep and lasting rewards for those willing to commit to a community of
imperfect fellow travellers in a shared enterprise, with work to do for
the common good.

Understanding the appeal of the extreme right is key to
preventing its resurgence - By Matthew Sharpe, Associate
Professor of Philosophy at Deakin University
Reports continue to surface in the Australian media about the disturbing
rise of neo-Nazi groups and the possible threat of domestic terrorism
they pose, as well as the ways these groups have used the COVID-19
pandemic as a pretext for recruitment. If we are to prevent the emergence of this violence, and the further mainstreaming of extreme ethnonationalism, we need to understand both the extreme right’s ideas
and the sources of their appeal.

One barrier to such understanding is a shared sense that, precisely because Nazis and fascists of whatever stripe exalt the rule of force, emotion, and strength and denounce weakness, intellectualism, and “fancy
ideas” like social justice, humanitarianism, and equality, the extreme
right could never take root in well-educated populations. In other words,
it could never happen here. But the historical record does not support
these self-satisfied claims.
The Italy of Mussolini was the home of the Renaissance, and Hitler’s Germany the land of “poets and thinkers” whose university system was the
gold standard of the early twentieth century. In both nations, the universities and even the artistic avant-garde contained many enthusiasts taken in by the promised spiritual “regeneration” and forms of “new man”
that the extreme right promised.
Remember, not all Nazis were the romper stomper street fighters of the
Sturmabteilung or Brownshirts (Braunhemden), their shaven heads
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emptied of all ideas. Many Germans — up to and including
philosophers like Alfred Bäumler and Martin Heidegger — were
cultural warriors who landed their blows in refined attacks against
liberalism, democracy, socialism, feminism, egalitarianism, and
cosmopolitanism.
If we are to combat recruitment into the ranks of the far right, even
among the well-educated in our communities, we need to face the
uncomfortable fact that forms of right-wing libertarianism, misogyny,
ethnonationalism, neo-Nazism, and accelerationism (the desire to
“speed up” the purportedly inevitable collapse of the liberal
democracies) have powerful appeal among certain groups —
especially in periods of distress and social, political, and economic
alienation like we face in the era of the global financial crisis, debt and
immigration crises in Europe, and now the global pandemic.
Traits of the extreme right
There are competing accounts of what ideas and characteristics need to
be present for an ideology or movement to be accurately described as
“fascist” or as belonging to the “extreme right”. Following Stanley Payne,
it can be helpful to divide these characteristics into three intersecting
categories.
First, those on the extreme right share common enemies: they are intractably anti-multiculturalist, anti-socialist, anti-cosmopolitan, and antifeminist. They are hostile to “establishment” forms of conservatism,
which remain too weak for them by half. Many are anti-Christian and
many more antisemitic — gravitating instead to forms of esotericism and
neopaganism — while others embrace Christianity as expressing their
ethnic or national identity.
Second, when it comes to ideology, the extreme right is animated by an
overwhelming sense of the “degeneracy” of the modern world, most
often expressed through elaborate conspiracy theories — ranging from
the “Jewish world conspiracy” to, most recently, QAnon. They tend to be
attracted to vitalist and voluntaristic philosophies which celebrate
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sub-rational forces — like race, blood, soil, heritage, and will — over
rational decision-making (Payne draws particular attention to the
influence of the work of Friedrich Nietzsche, Henri Bergson, and
Georges Sorel). They embrace versions of exclusionary particularism,
most often in the form of ultranationalism, and are attracted to
pseudo-scientific ethnic-racial ideas (such as the “Aryans”, or the
“Germanic” or “white race”) which cross national boundaries and
license transnational alliances or imperialist self-assertion. Unlike other
political positions, those on the extreme right adopt force, struggle
(Kampf), violence, even war, not as necessary evils, but as ways of
promoting and projecting individual and collective strength.
Third, at the level of style and organisation, extreme right movements
invariably look to charismatic, quasi-messianic leaders who have proven
themselves strong enough to break existing legal and moral norms in
order to defend “the people” against all enemies — external and
internal. They seek to militarise, as well as aestheticise, politics by
means of spectacular mass rallies accompanied by rousing oratory and
the use of quasi-sacral, often quasi-pagan symbols and liturgy (which
has led some commentators to describe fascism and Nazism as political
religions). There is considerable stress on affirming and empowering
heteronormative masculinity, relegating women to “traditional roles”,
and depriving other minorities of civic legitimacy and social rights
altogether. Extreme right movements typically exalt youth with its
dynamism, vitality, and greater openness to overthrowing established
conventions, and play to the conflict between generations.
The attractions of the extreme right

With this rough outline in place, a number of troubling aspects become
clear. For there is much here that can and does appeal to different audiences — especially when we recognise that the fascist idea of politics as
war means that activists are free to package their message differently,
and even deceptively, to different target groups. All is fair in hate and
war, it seems, and the willingness to lie to outsiders is here seen as a
strength.
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It is easy to see how the politics of
spectacle, along with the more
overtly revolutionary, even punk
expressions of fascism — promise
opportunities for liberatory
aggression — would appeal to
many angry young men. But other
elements in the ideological mix
can be used to reach out to conservatives — including promises
to reinstate some sense of “the sacred” in the face of modern
“materialism”, and to stop the
“madness” of progressive promotion of the interests of ethnic,
religious, and sexual minorities at
the expense of “real people”.

emasculated by the social and political gains of feminism. The extreme right’s appeal to strength,
and the surfeit of moral clarity they
exhibit in the face of widespread
societal “decadence” appeals to
many among the online intelligentsia as expressing “hard” but necessary “truths”.
Counteracting the extreme right

Some will object that even
acknowledging that the extreme
right has animating ideas — rather
than dismissing it as an incoherent,
irrational mass of malevolence —
is somehow to grant it legitimacy. I
disagree. For those who know what
Moreover, well-founded concerns
these movements historically have
over the fragility of liberal democwrought, and fear what they might
racy and the failure of many addo again, understanding the unvanced democracies to redress
derlying ideas of the extreme right
material inequalities, secure ecohas a number of distinct benefits.
nomic stability, protect noncommercial cultures, and amelio- First, by identifying the ideas and
rate environmental harms can be arguments used to appeal to different audiences, it becomes posused as a way of recruiting some
of the more disaffected among the sible to counter them with reasoned rebuttals, so they don’t lure
anti-liberal left.
more victims down darker rabbitThe promise to return women from
holes.
the workforce into the home, and
Second, when we recognise that
men to their earlier places of
those who are drawn into the orbit
traditional dominance — both
of extreme right movements —
within and outside the home —
especially in times of crises — are
appeals to some men, who feel
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not mindless fanatics (that description usually only applies to those at
the movements’ core), we expand
the possibilities for drawing more
people back from the brink of radicalisation.
Third, appreciating why different
groups are attracted to the extreme
right can direct us toward the urgent work of addressing the wider
socio-political and economic causes of the kinds of anxiety and
alienation that fuel recruitment to
extremists’ ranks. This, surely, is the
most effective way of preventing
our fellow citizens from falling prey
to the false and hate-filled promises
of extreme right demagogues.

Welby warns against power
games in Anglican
Communion - By Ed Thornton

forward on the issues that have divided us for so long over marriage,
sexuality and relationships”.
He continues, however: “It is
unlikely that we will have a single
common understanding. We are a
global communion with more than
2000 languages and such deeply
embedded and possibly different
views of what is right and wrong,
both culturally and in our understanding of the Bible. But this is
what marks the Church out as
different. We are called to find ways
of continuing together, knowing that
we belong to one another and
obeying the commands of Jesus to
love one another, and where we
disagree, disagreeing well.”

The Archbishop also argues that
participants “need to be clear about
what it should mean to be part of
THE Anglican Communion should
the Anglican Communion as part of
not be a “tool of power” for “small
God’s Church”. Too often, he says,
groups that claim extraterritorial juthe Communion “has slipped intorisdiction”, the Archbishop of
being a tool of power, the absolute
Canterbury has warned.
opposite of discipleship in the serIn an article published on the Lam- vice of Jesus Christ.
beth Conference website last week,
“Some groups are intent on changArchbishop Welby writes that the
ing the way in which the Anglican
Conference, which is to be held in
Communion works, so that those
Canterbury from 27 July to 7 August
outside of a province may interfere
2022, “will seek to find a way
with its actions and tell people what
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to do. There is a danger of becoming a communion that finds itself
with a load of small groups that
claim extraterritorial jurisdiction.
“This goes against the understanding of the Church from the New
Testament onwards, set out clearly
in the great councils of the Church.
It reverses the understanding of
what it is to be Anglican which was
established from the first Lambeth
Conference. It tries to narrow us
from being a global church with
open doors and a welcoming heart
of love for the needy to one that —
rather than depending on Christ
and the Holy Spirit to draw in those
who are not yet members — sets its
own tests based on its own way of
doing things.”

have seen a conference held in
2018, but it was recognised, after
extensive consultation, that to hold
a conference then would be premature,” Archbishop Welby writes.
“The deep divisions that have existed for many years go far wider than
simply the issues of sexuality and
derive in many ways from the structure of the Anglican Communion
and the need for a continued journey towards a postcolonial model of
global church. These required more
work and preparation.”
The Conference was, therefore,
scheduled for 2020, but was postponed until 2022 because of the
pandemic (News, 10 July 2020).

The plan is for the bishops to meet
in person, with Covid safety
measures in place: “Meeting in
The Lambeth Conference will
person will be the most fruitful way
discuss more than internal church
matters, however. Other themes that to build relationships and discuss
important themes in our life as the
will be discussed, the Archbishop
writes, include evangelism; perse- Anglican Communion.”
cuted Christians; reconciliation and Given changes in travel and quaranpeacebuilding; the climate crisis;
tine requirements, and the unequal
and response to the pandemic.
distribution of vaccines around the
The 2022 Lambeth Conference will
be the first to have taken place
since 2008, and the first presided
over by Archbishop Welby.
“The normal ten-year cycle would
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world, however, there are plans for
parts of the Conference to be
available online for bishops
who are unable to travel to
Canterbury.

In recent months, about 500 bishops from around the Communion have
been taking part in conversations, held on Zoom, exploring the theme of
the conference, “God’s Church for God’s World”.

OUTDOORS…
ANGLICANS TOGETHER AGM
The Annual General Meeting of Anglicans Together will be held at 7pm
Thursday 4 November 2021 via Zoom. Financial Members who wish to
attend the AGM should email the Secretary: atadmin@anglicanstogether.org
and a Zoom link for the meeting will be emailed to you in due course.
Financial members may vote and stand for election to the Committee. We are
planning, after formalities are concluded, to break into smaller “chat
groups”, to which you are invited to bring your drink and nibbles, for
informal discussion—some trigger questions will be provided to aid
discussion. The pre-Synod briefing usually connected to our AGMs will not
be held as Synod is now planned to start on 28 Feb (for just 3 days). We hope
to be able to meet in person for that purpose just prior to Synod.

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord
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INTERCESSIONS OCTOBER 31, 2021

(CELEBRANT) Let us pray for God’s world and for his church as
we look for the coming of his kingdom on earth.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will hear us when
we ask in faith: receive the prayers we offer.
Guide with your wisdom all world leaders and the leaders of our own nation,
that all may live in peace and mutual trust, sharing with justice the resources
of the earth. Have mercy on the people of Afghanistan as it sinks further into
poverty and despair. Have mercy on all nations that are governed by tyrants
and inhumane ideologies, that they may be delivered from evil.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through your Church, the bride of Christ, send out the light and truth of your
gospel and bring all people to know and love you. Inspire and enable all
those who lead us; for Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our Archbishop and
Michael our Bishop, for James our rector and those on the ministry team. May
they commend your truth by their example and teaching, by their
dependency on you and in lives saturated by prayer.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We commend to your fatherly care, merciful God, all who are in sorrow or
sickness, despair or discouragement; those who are dying, all prisoners and
captives, those who live in fear and suffer from phobias, those in abusive
situations and those who have no one to love them or care for them. May they
come to know your presence and your peace. Sustain and strengthen all
carers, doctors, nurses, chaplains and pastoral workers.
On our parish prayer list, we bring to you:
Joyce Bannister; Anthony Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June Cameron;
Malcom Green; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol Kroger, Fr. Shenouda
Mansour, Lola Marr; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister & Sally Palmer;
Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret Stephenson;
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Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We continue to trust in your merciful keeping those whose year’s mind
occurs at this time, for Doreen McKinley; Keith Alfred Jenkins; John Lynch;
Naomi Rickersey; Ellen-Emma Barnsley; June Rose Betty Bayly; Robert
McKenzie; Mavis Marie Wilkinson and Rocco Anzellotti.
We praise you for all your servants whose lives have honoured Christ. We
remember before you in grateful thanks those who have died in faith, those
whose faith is known only to you, and for those who have died unknown,
unloved and alone. Enfold them all in the ocean of your love where sorrow
and sighing shall be no more.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our
prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 1st November - All Saints



Tuesday 2nd November - All Souls



Wednesday 3rd November - Richard Hooker, priest and teacher (d.1600)



Thursday 4th November - Day for Anglicans and Romans Catholics to
pray for one another (General Synod 2021)
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