Welcome to worship
Easter Eve - Saturday 3rd April
Easter Day - Sunday 4th April 2021
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Choral Eucharist & Blessing of the New Fire
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Parish Eucharist

9.30am

Procession, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and Festive
Parish Eucharist
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ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God
with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping
with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest,
Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee
in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
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Year B

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

Acts 10:34-43

The First Reading

Acts 4.32-37

Ps 118:1-2,14-24

The Psalm

Ps 133

1 Corinthians 15.1-11

The Epistle

1 John 1.1-2.2

John 20.1-18

The Gospel

John 20.19-31
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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
Any or all of the following rites may be used, depending on local custom.

A. Marking the Paschal Candle
One of the ministers or a member of the community brings the paschal candle
to the presider, who cuts / marks a cross in the wax and traces the Greek letter
alpha above the cross, and omega below, and the numerals of the current year
between the arms of the cross.

While this is done the following may be said:
Jesus Christ, yesterday and today,
as the vertical arm of the cross is traced
the beginning and the end,
the horizontal arm …
Alpha
alpha above the cross …
and Omega!
omega below the cross …
All time belongs to Christ
first numeral, in the upper left corner of
the cross …
and all the ages.
second numeral in the upper right corner …
To Christ be glory and power
third numeral, lower left corner …
through every age for ever.
last numeral in lower right corner.

Amen.
B. Nails / incense grains for the Paschal Candle
When the cross and other marks have been made, the presider may insert five
nails or grains of incense into the candle, normally at the extremity of the arms
of the cross and at the centre. S/he may say,
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1.

By his holy

2.

and glorious wounds

3.

may Christ our Lord

4.

guard us

5. and keep us. Amen.

1

4

2

5

3

The Blessing of the Font and the Renewal of
Baptismal Vows
© Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission . This text

may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy
Spirit moved upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With
water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living things.
Thanks be to God.
We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you
led your people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them
through the River Jordan to new life in the land of promise.
Thanks be to God.
We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by
John, for his anointing with the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
And now we give you thanks that we are made one with Christ in his death
and resurrection. Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing, that this water may
be a sign of our new birth in Baptism. May we continue for ever in Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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Now that our Lenten observance is ended, let us reaffirm the promises
we made in baptism.
Do you turn to Christ?
I do.
Do you repent of your sins?
I do.
Do you renounce all that is evil?
I do.
I ask you now to reaffirm as yours the faith of the Church. Do you
believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
Do you believe in God the Son?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe in one God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of Christ, loving
God with your whole heart, and your neighbour as yourself,
until your life’s end?
I will with God’s help.
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by water and the Spirit, and forgiven our sins through Jesus Christ our
Lord. May God keep us faithful to our calling now and for ever.
Amen.

News from around St Paul’s
Easter Blessings
The Rector, Fr. James, and Dr. Helen Collins, along with Fr. Michael and
Mrs. Antonia Deasey, together with the Church Wardens and Parish
Councillors and the Parish Staff and Ministry Team, Fr. Jim Pettigrew,
Mr David Russell, Mrs. Judith Laurence, Ms. Rosemary King, Mr Brian
Luhr, and Mrs. Caroline Badra extend to all Parishioners and to their
families and to all friends of St. Paul's every blessing for a Holy Easter.
May the risen Christ fill your lives with a profound and deep joy and
may the love of God enfold you.

Services at St Paul’s
St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe
business.
Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government:
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/premier-expected-to-further-ease-nsw-scovid-19-restrictions-20210324-p57dkz.html

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been
observing will need to be observed each and every week.
The following measures will be observed to ensure the safety of all
who attend these worship Services:
1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I
don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will
(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health –
9

which is why we have closed down all of our groups).
2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, such
as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical
distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied.
3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is
seated close to.
4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers).
5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.
Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be served.
Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea
and must not mingle.
6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal
requirements.
If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives
then we will review matters at that point in time.

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing
you again soon.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James.

Χριστός Ανέστη! Αληθώς Ανέστη!
Христос Воскресе! Воистину Bоскресе!

 حقا قام... المسيح قام
ً ٌ
ً ٌ
ٌ
... مشيخا
شو ٌبخا ِا ىل
مٍل
قي ى
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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Thank You from the Trading Table
Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh
goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised
$118.40 last Sunday.
Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer
are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex
and children’s socks $5.
There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange, Seville orange,
Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Mandarin,
Cumquat Moroccan Style, Cumquat, some with whisky, Butters ( Lemon,
Lime, lemon & lime) peach & plum, apricot, strawberry, raspberry, strawberry & apple, rhubarb, Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple jams, Quince jelly, Crab Apple jelly, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko,
Choko & Ginger, Pear & Apple, Paw Paw & Mango, Cumquat, mango,
Paw Paw, savoury tomato & basil & spicy tomato sauces. I also have Australian honey.
If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please
let me know and will try to make it for you.
Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce.
St Paul’s Torches & fans are still available $2 each, post cards $1 and
mugs at $8
St Paul’s Calendars: there is one remaining at the special price $10, have
you got one?
St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each.
Jig Saws: 2 x 500 pieces $3 each
Cane Magazine Rack $10
Small hanging clothes rack $8
Easter Cards available 10c each
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Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have some
kits available for sale at varying prices.
Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley available for $2 each
Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each
White and Blue Salvia, African Daisies, Jacobinia, succulents plus
more
We have a selection of books and DVD’s available for sale $1 each
The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If
anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc
please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.
Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first.
Pam Brock

Trading Table Goes Public
Due to popular demand we are taking the Trading table back to the
front of the church on Saturday April 17, 2021.
We will have jams, chutneys, cakes and biscuits and small garden
plants.
It will be open from 9.00am to 12 noon.
Volunteers are needed to help at the Trading Table and of course
people to bake lots of cakes etc.
If you can help in any way please contact Pam or leave a message at the
office.

Mother’s Day Raffle
Tickets will be available for sale on Sunday. They will be $2 each or 3
for $5
Prize a handmade queen size quilt plus more.
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Thank you to Fr Michael,
We extend our heart-felt thanks to David, Bailey and our Choir
Thank you

all who were involved in any way
at all in preparing the Church
grounds and the Parish Church for
Holy Week and the Festival of
Easter:










Thank you to Bill, Syd and
Piers for the care of the
grounds and the arranging of
palm branches.

Thank you for the wonderful gift of
beautiful music that you have
offered through Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter as we have journeyed
with of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through his passion, death,
and resurrection.

We are truly grateful to you for this
gift of love which you offer to God
in the service of God's people here
Thank you to Judith and Joy for
at St. Paul's. We thank you for your
arranging the flowers.
love and care.
Thank you to all those who
helped setting up on Saturday Lenten envelopes need to
morning doing odd jobs, gold, be returned
Please return your Lenten
silver and brass cleaning,
Envelopes NO LATER than the
dusting/cleaning/polishing.
Sunday after Easter via the
Thank you to all involved in
Collection Bag.
providing the glorious music
Many thanks to those who have
and readings and
been regularly retuning the ABM
intercessions.
Lenten Envelopes which of course
Thank you to all those who
is voluntary.
helped preparing altar linen,
St Paul’s Burwood has always been
serving, sidespeople, bell
strong supporters of the ABM
ringing, and so much else
Lenten appeal over many years.
both seen and unseen.

Thank you for the encouragement
of your presence throughout Holy
Week and today.
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Photos from Palm Sunday Procession
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Thank you for the Paschal Candles
We thank Church Stores for delivering our Paschal Candles for use at
St. Paul's this year.
The Paschal Candle will stand in the sanctuary, north of the High
Altar (that is, the Gospel side), and is lit for every service during the 50
days of Easter when it is then removed and stands by the Font (and lit
for Baptisms) or stands by the casket at a funeral. The Paschal Candle
is a constant reminder of the hope of the Resurrection.

The Offertory
The Offertory is a core part of our worship as we present ourselves
(represented by the bread and wine – the common holy things of God)
to God which God graciously accepts as a token of our humble
offering of ourselves as a living sacrifice and through which God
chooses to be present with us in the Body and Blood of his Son Jesus
Christ.
Parishioners will bring the elements of bread and wine up from the
body of the Church to the Sanctuary for the Prayer of Consecration at
the beginning of the Offertory Hymn.
Re-instituting the Offertory is a very nice way to include more people
and take the focus off the Collection and put it back on the offering of
ourselves as a living sacrifice to God as represented in the bread and
the wine – which God so graciously receives and transforms
Now that we have become accustomed to this practice we also have
the collection plates in the centre aisle near the Font as people enter
so they put their offering in as soon as they arrive. The plates are then
taken up during the Offertory hymn after the bread and wine.
Welcomers bring up the collection along with but after those who
bring up the elements of bread and wine as soon as the Offertory
Hymn (after all, it is called the Offertory Hymn and not the collection
hymn) commences.
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Every serious scholar of the liturgy, not just dilettantes whose sole
interest in the liturgy is arcane elements alone that suit their personal
disposition and biases, from Dom Gregory Dix on maintain the central
place and vital importance of The Offertory in our liturgy. In the
Christian Tradition from the earliest days (say from around 55 AD and
probably before when it is clear that the early Church worshipped God
in a way pretty much the same as we do now) The Liturgy of the Word
(taken from the Jewish Synagogue worship) was interwoven to The Liturgy of The Sacrament (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ)
through The Offertory which is quite literally at the centre of our liturgy.
Cranmer’s great contribution to the liturgy was to prune all of the
arcane and superstitious nonsense out and to restore the liturgy to the
true and ancient form that unites us to the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. This is the shape of the liturgy that we at St. Paul’s
faithfully observe as we worship the Word spoken and the Word broken
and I will not have this liturgy dumbed down nor will I have it tarted
up – as I said on Sunday, although I am a cradle Anglican I choose to
remain an Anglican because our worship is beautiful and our worship
inspires, challenges, and compels us to love our neighbour.
Surely our worship of God, as Jesus commands us, is to help us to love
our neighbour. I John 4:20 reminds us that:
“Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen.”
Surely our worship of God should make us kinder, gentler, more
understanding, and more loving.
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What is happening at St Paul’s
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR
@ ST PAUL’S
Have you missed singing ?
Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the
supermarket, or in the shower?
Please come and join others who love to sing too!
The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm
This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music
regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you
have to be able to read music.
What is special about this choir?
We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without

any barriers to entry.
Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee - whatever you can
afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc.
We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor
two or three choir members by donating $20 per week
Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry.
DIRECTOR: Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood.
CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert
If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary
King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm
19

Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof

150,000
145
140,000
135
130,000

125
120,00
115
110,000
105

100,000
95
90,000

85
80,000
75
70,000
65
60,000
55
50,000
45 - 46,550
40,000

35
30,000
25
20,000
15,
10,000
5
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Easter Day
– Sunday 4 April 2021
Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9;
Psalm 1181-2, 14-24 or Hymn to the Risen Christ
(APBA p 6);
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43;
John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8
Adam to Jesus. Death to life. God swallowing up death. Tears wiped away.
Dead to sin, alive to God. Disbelief to belief. The transition from a fallen
world to a heavenly existence. We waited for his death and resurrection,
we needed it. We are a people not of death but of the resurrection. We
are saved, we are holy in the sight of God, death scares us no longer.
God loves us, wants us, and waits for us. Rejoice! Praise God! Go with
haste to tell others that the Lord is risen for he is risen indeed! Alleluia!


Loving God, let us rejoice in the knowledge that you are the God of
all, loving and nurturing all your children, let us be safe in the
knowledge that through the death and resurrection of your only
child we have all entered into life with you.



Give thanks for the ministry of the Cathedral Church of the Resurrection in Popondetta, Papua New Guinea and for the ministry all
churches dedicated to Christ’s rising from the dead.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Primate, the Most Rev
Geoffrey Smith, as he heads the Anglican Church of Australia, and
for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most
Rev and Rt Hon Justin Welby, as he leads the Anglican Communion –
our family of Churches in more than 165 countries.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane © Anglican
Board of Mission, 2021
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 21)

By Kerin Brown
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.
They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the
presence of the divine.

The Resurrection/The Guard at the Tomb - Part of the East Window
Matthew 27: 62-66, 28:1-15

This window is the last scene from Jesus’ life, at the bottom of the East
Window. It and the Birth of Jesus are the only two scenes we can see.
The other three scenes – Jesus’ Baptism, the Last Supper and the
Crucifixion – are obscured by the reredos (the wooden panelling
behind the altar.)
It is a dramatic scene! Jesus is emerging from the tomb after three days.
He is alive! The grave clothes he was wrapped in are falling from his
body. We can see the wound where the sword pierced him. (It’s a bit
high – it should be below the ribs and to the side.) His arms are raised,
22

he looks up to his Father in Heaven. He looks hopeful rather than
ecstatic. There are streams of light cascading down around him. At the
base of the tomb, a Roman guard has fallen. He is looking up at Jesus.
His helmet is discarded at the right. He is clasping his shield in his left
hand. He is awed and afraid.
In Matthew’s account, the Pharisees were concerned Jesus had said that
after three days he would rise again. So they urged Pilate to set a guard
on the tomb in case the disciples tried to steal away the body and claim
that Jesus had risen. So the scene in our window is not described in the
gospel. We are only told that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
(which one I wonder?) arrived at the tomb at dawn. Suddenly there is a
great earthquake and an angel of the Lord descends, rolls back the
stone and sits on it. When the guards see the angel they shook and became like dead men. (Matthew 28: 4)
The comatose guards are ignored by both the angel and the women,
and the angel addresses the women, telling them that Jesus is not here;
he has been raised, as he said. The angel invites them to look at the
place where Jesus lay, then to go quickly to tell the disciples. Then they
run into Jesus, who greets them! They hold his feet and worship him.
Jesus tells them to tell his brothers to go to Galilee – he will see them
there.
Meanwhile, some of the guards recovered, and went to the city to tell
the chief priests what had happened. They are told to say: that the
disciples came during the night and stole the body away while they
were asleep. And if the governor hears about it, they will cover for
them. So they took their money and did as they were directed. (Matthew
28: 15)
This window was a gift of parishioners.
The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971
by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien
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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam
The flowers today at the High Altar

are given in thanksgiving to God
for the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ
and in ever loving memory of
Thelma May Gladys and
and
Ronald George Norman

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord and
Let light perpetual shine upon them!

PARISH PANTRY for 2021
Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking
the Parish Pantry this year.
In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical as we
get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small packets of
sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and the small
bottles/packets of coffee.
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We
have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep
up the good work.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam.
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PARISH PANTRY LIST
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
from 26th March - 1st April
and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2911
≈ Parish Pantry: $125
≈ Parish Hall Roofing: $8100
≈ Building Fund: $10
≈ donation towards kneelers: $200
TOTAL OF GIVING: $11,346.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…
Archbishop’s library fully public at last Declan Kelly talks
to Tim Wyatt about the new Lambeth Palace Library
building A RUEFUL look crosses Declan Kelly’s face: “It is
frustrating.”
Four years ago, Mr Kelly launched a project to move the 400-year-old
Lambeth Palace Library, of which he is the director, to a purpose-built
building. One of the main objects of the complex and costly transition
was to make the collection more accessible to the public.
The building is now finished, and almost all the works have been
moved into it — but, of course, no one can yet visit.
When the sliding glass doors of the new red-brick building on Lambeth
Palace Road can finally admit the public, they will find a library
transformed. Ever since it was founded by Archbishop Richard
Bancroft, the collection has been tucked away inside the rabbit warren
of Lambeth Palace.
The old library, accessible only by pressing a bell beside a small and
easily missed door in the stone wall of the palace, was too cramped for
both readers and the works themselves. The books that were on site
were slowly tearing apart the damp palace rooms by their weight; but
the collection had long since grown too large to be housed there, and a
large portion of the library’s holdings had ended up in a leaky
warehouse in Bermondsey. This was, in Mr Kelly’s understated phrase,
“not a great place” to keep books and manuscripts of which some
dated back almost 1000 years.
Lambeth Palace Library describes itself as “one of England’s oldest
public libraries”, having made its collection available since its
foundation in 1610, 43 years before Chetham’s Library, in Manchester,
generally accepted as the oldest public library in England. If the
definition of “public” has been disputable before now, it will be no
longer.
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IF THE first aim of making the library more accessible to the public has
yet to be realised because of the continuing lockdown, the second aim
— of protecting the priceless collection — has been achieved.
The new library has been built into the wall that snakes around
Lambeth Palace’s large garden, offering a counterpoint to the much older palace structure at the other end of the expanse of grass and trees. It
is almost entirely constructed out of red brick, and has a solid, squat appearance, even though its central tower rises up nine storeys before finishing with a glassy roof terrace.
The ground floor is mostly taken up by the light and airy double-height
entrance gallery, and it is on the floors above that the 200,000 books of
the collection have been deposited. Well above any expected potential
flood-level from the River Thames, just a stone’s throw away, floors of
modern, concrete-entombed rooms, providing 20 kilometres of shelving, have been created to house the collection to modern archival standards.

Groaning wooden shelves in draughty stone rooms have given way to
sleek, metal sliding storage stacks. Each room is temperature- and humidity-controlled, and protected by fire-suppression systems. The most
vulnerable books and manuscripts now sit in 30,000 specially designed
acid-free cardboard boxes, produced by a custom laser-cutter machine
over the past three years.
THE relief at having moved the works in his charge to the new building
is detectable in Mr Kelly’s voice. “The core of it is the stores — to know
that every single item is in a properly protected environment that will
protect it for centuries,” he says.
But it is the ground floor — where no books will be kept — that he is
most excited about. “For me, the entrance hall is wonderful. That’s the
key thing, because that makes it a really genuinely public building,
where anyone can walk in.” The atrium, despite the blocky structure
around it, feels light and airy: it has high ceilings and large windows
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through to the remodelled garden and a new pond.

This is — or, at least, will be — a space where anyone can wander in off
the street, no appointment or membership required. In time, exhibitions
of some of the more interesting pieces of the collection will be set up
here, alongside two large touch-screen tables where guests can explore
some of the digitised works. The reading rooms near by feature oak
shelving, high ceilings, and large wooden tables where academics and
curious visitors will be able examine books from the collection.
The building has also been constructed to high environmental standards
attested by its BREEAM Excellent rating. Part of the roof is covered with
solar panels, which will provide about half the energy required to power
the library. Water flowing down the gutters is redirected into the pond,
the centrepiece of the newly landscaped gardens. Only three per cent of
the Archbishop’s garden’s footprint has been lost to the library, and,
paradoxically, the new building may even make the remaining space
pleasanter, by blocking out traffic noise.
ALTHOUGH library visitors will not be able to go out of the back of the
new building into the gardens, the greenery is unmissable through
several huge windows in the entrance gallery, as is the view of palace
buildings. It is a literal realisation of Mr Kelly’s dream for the new library
to be “a sort of window on to the Church”.
“My vision for it is that people come in here for whatever reason, but go
away knowing a bit more about who we are and what we do — in the
widest sense, not just the library.”
Information panels will relate the work of the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Lambeth Palace, and the Church of England, as well of the library itself.
Children from schools near by, who were invited to bury a time capsule
inside the walls during construction, are to be invited to open days in the
new conservation studio, to learn how to preserve old books and manuscripts. Mr Kelly also hopes to tempt in those researching family history,
particularly those with clerical ancestors, as well as people seeking
information on church buildings.
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AT THE top of the stairs, a roof terrace winds its way around a lecture
and seminar room. Book launches, academic conferences, and
summer soirées will be held here, offering new views across the river
to the Palace of Westminster and the chance to look down on Lambeth
Palace. “This is the Church-State connection, and actually you’re
standing on top of an archive which tells you all about that interaction,”
Mr Kelly says.
Despite these planned activities, he wants the library to be a haven of
peace and quiet. Visitors — some, perhaps, from St Thomas’ Hospital,
across the traffic-choked Lambeth Palace Road — will find greenshaded tranquillity inside the new building. “They’ve got away from a
busy noisy road; they have found a little oasis of calm in a crowded,
busy street,” he says.
What of the collection itself? At its heart is a record of each archiepiscopate since the early 17th century. Mr Kelly recounts one of his
favourite items: a thank-you letter from a bridegroom in 1923, saying
how nervous the couple had been, and how they had been put at their
ease. “It’s a guy writing a thank-you letter to the vicar after his
wedding. . . It just so happens it’s Albert, Duke of York [the future
George VI], and the Archbishop [Randall Davidson].”
This closeness of Church and State extends through the centuries.
Among the treasures are the sole surviving copy of the execution
warrant of Mary, Queen of Scots; Elizabeth I’s prayer-book; and a copy
of a book by Catherine of Aragon’s chaplain, arguing against the
annulment of her marriage to the King, with annotations by Henry VIII.

Alongside such papers is a wealth of church records: architects’ plans
for church buildings; photo archives, including post-war ordinands
practising baptism with teddy bears; and proposals from Victorian
parishes to begin outreach in the slums of London.
Many of these items will be of interest only to academics, “but we want
the library to be enjoyed and explored by everybody, really,” Mr Kelly
says. He is confident that the library contains at least one item relating
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to every parish in the C of E, as well as numerous records of interest to
ordinary lay people curious about church or family history.
There are other, unlooked for benefits from research, Mr Kelly says.
One cleric looked up his church and spotted the surname “Sainsbury”
in old marriage registers. This turned out to be a member of the supermarket owners’ family, and ultimately led to a donation to the organ repair fund, once the family learned of their connection with the parish.
About 70 per cent of the collection has been moved into its new home,
and this job should be complete by May, in time for a projected public
opening later in the summer, Mr Kelly thinks. “We’re itching to be able
to throw the doors open, even if it is to limited, pre-booked numbers.
It’s later than we’d anticipated, but we just want to be able to get to the
point when we can open the doors and have people come here.”

Regional services brace for more homelessness as
JobKeeper welfare payments dry up
- By the national regional reporting team's Nathan Morris and Jeremy
Story Carter

Regional homelessness services say they are at capacity, and the end
of JobKeeper and cuts to JobSeeker will see more people needing
support — some for the first time.
In some areas, vacancy rates are below one per cent and emergency
accommodation is full, leaving nowhere for the vulnerable to go.
Toowoomba-based social worker Tiff Spary said in almost 20 years
working in the sector she had never seen homelessness as bad as this.

"It's quite concerning because I'm seeing the face of homelessness
change rapidly," Ms Spary said.
"Families on low incomes are the ones being most affected."
The vacancy rate in Toowoomba in southern Queensland is at 0.7
per cent — under pressure from COVID-19 building incentives and out
-of-town buyers moving from cities.
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"Over the last few months what we've found is, with the increase, people
have been less able to afford places to stay," Ms Spary said.
"As it [the vacancy rate] reduces they're finding it hard to maintain, so I
see a lot of people are going to come on the streets again who at the
moment are staying at local pubs and lodges."
Living in a pub
In 2019, Donna — not her real name — was the driver in a car accident in
which her son and his partner were killed. Things have fallen apart since
then.
"Yeah, we're doing it rough. It's the first time in my whole life. I'm nearly
54 years old," she said.
Since September, Donna and seven other family members have been
living in a Toowoomba pub.
"It's not too bad, it's a roof over our heads. It's just not a home," Donna
said of the pub.
But the family pay almost $1,000 a week in rent.
"It is not viable long term. We have no choice at this point," Donna said.
"It's not just us going through it, it's everybody that we know."
Extra payments eased poverty
Across Australia, frontline services say the boost to welfare payments
during the COVID-19 shutdowns temporarily helped people out of homelessness.

But this week the JobKeeper wage subsidy ended, and the extra
JobSeeker payments were also reduced — with the only long-term boost
a recently-legislated $25 per week increase.
For people without children, JobSeeker will decrease from $770 to $620 a
fortnight.
In Morwell in Victoria's Gippsland region, a row of vacant shopfronts sits
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opposite the one building in the street getting a steady stream of foot
traffic.
The Community Housing Ltd office serves as an intake service for
homeless people from around the Latrobe Valley and beyond, as well as
providing assistance to those struggling to get into the private rental
market.
During the worst of the pandemic, the centre saw a decline in the
number of people needing private rental assistance — in part due to a
state
moratorium on evictions and the role of the JobSeeker
supplement in helping people to pay their rent.
"Those extra supplements and the moratorium on evictions provided
much-needed assistance to those, particularly in the private rental
market, sustaining their tenancy over the period of the last six to 12
months," said Melissa Henderson, the Regional Homelessness Services
Coordinator in Gippsland.
"Some of the feedback from some of our real estate [agents] that we do
engage with frequently, they were seeing some positive outcomes in
that rental payments were being maintained."
Forty per cent of the people who contact the Gippsland service access
JobSeeker.
Without the $150 supplement, there are now fears many could be
locked out of a regional rental market where properties, particularly
those with the lowest advertised rents, are already in desperately short
supply.

"It can be in excess of 30 applications for one property that that our
clients are applying for," Ms Henderson said.
"When you're submitting an application to apply for a private rental, of
course income is a factor, and ultimately $150 I think would make a
difference potentially in anyone's circumstance."
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It is a similar story in Queensland.

"What we're going to see is people re-enter into rental stress, food
stress, into family stress, and we'll see a growing need for our services,
and I don't think that's okay," said Stephen Simpson, executive officer of
the Council to Homeless Persons Queensland.
On Monday, Social Services Minister Anne Ruston said it was time for
the economy to "start doing the heavy lifting".
"The JobSeeker and JobKeeper changes were always temporary and
everyone knew they were coming to an end," Senator Ruston said.
Mr Simpson said at least 50,000 new homes needed to be built in
Queensland as a matter of urgency.
"There's about 130,000 Queenslanders in some shape or form that are
classified in their own right as homeless," he said.
Queensland Housing Minister Leanne Enoch said the government was
exceeding its three-year target to create thousands of more affordable
homes.
"We've committed $1.6 billion to build more than 5,500 new social
housing and affordable homes in this state," Ms Enoch said.
"We've seen more than 2,200 social and affordable homes commenced
in Queensland and we've already completed 1,300 of those."
Ms Enoch, however, raised concerns about the planned end of the federal government's National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) which
offers financial incentives to rent properties for 80 per cent less of the
market value.
"What we'll see is more pressure on those social housing commitments
that we've made," Ms Enoch said.
Somewhere new to live
Toowoomba woman Michelle has been in and out of homelessness for
eight years. But this month, that changed.
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"I got a unit finally through housing commission after a year of living on
the streets," she said.
"No more fearing for your life every night."
Life for Michelle and her family has not been easy.
"My son spent three and half years living on the streets while going to
school every day," she said.
"Park to park to park, to abandoned houses to abandoned sheds, to
wherever we could sleep for the night."

This is a new chapter for Michelle, a chance to heal, but also a chance to
give back.
"We do exist, we don't ask to be homeless, we're put in that situation,"
she said.

“Teach us to pray”: Holy Week and the Christian practice
of prayer - Sarah Coakley
To accompany readers throughout Holy Week, renowned Anglican
theologian Sarah Coakley offers a series of reflections on the Lord’s
Prayer.
Monday, 29 March 2021
Teach us to pray”: The impossibility of Christian prayer
There is a certain paradox at the heart of Christian prayer. One sees it
most clearly in two of the central passages of the New Testament about
prayer:
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ - if, in fact,
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him ... Likewise
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the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.” (Romans 8:14-17, 26-27
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.” (Luke 11:1-4)
On the one hand, Paul tells us bluntly that, “We do not know how to pray”.
He seems to be admitting that prayer is, at least humanly speaking, impossible; and this comes as a bit of a relief if — like me — you find the
attempt to pray difficult, distracted and very easy to give up on. Whatever
it is, prayer is certainly not like gaining competence in riding a bicycle
or making an omelette; for the more you go on with prayer the less in
control you seem to feel — except, of course, when your mother or lover
is at death’s door, and then your intercessions suddenly become urgent,
focussed and insistent. But more often, and in ordinary circumstances,
prayer seems to grind easily to a halt in perplexity, boredom or triviality.
It seems I just can’t do it, I’m not cut out for it. In short, as Paul admits, it’s
impossible.
On the other hand, when Jesus’s disciples in the gospels go to him with
the very same problem (“Teach us to pray”), Jesus himself doesn’t launch
into a complicated speech on the impossibility of prayer, but instead
gives his followers some intensely practical things to ask for, beginning
with the simplest and most direct form of address: “When you pray, [just]
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say: Father ...”

So what is going on? Is this a straightforward contradiction — Jesus versus Paul? I don’t think so. Consider two brief points, and their relation.
They take us to the heart of the difficulty, and also of the unique
profundity, of prayer.
First, what is so wonderful about Paul’s admission that we do not even
“know how to pray” is his simultaneous insistence that this painful
sense of human blockage precisely allows space for the Spirit to intervene to do the praying in us. Once we realise that our feeling of
inadequacy or incompetence in prayer are not necessarily negative
signs, but — as it were — clearing houses for the Spirit’s operation, the
whole picture changes. What seemed to be incoherence or helpless inarticulacy may actually be preludes to the Spirit’s groaning in us, with
“sighs too deep for words”, and so searching and cleansing the human
heart before God. This is therefore not just any old asking, but what we
might call the asking of asking.
We should not be surprised if this seems like a disconcertingly weird
“conversation” unlike any other: for God is not one more item in the
universe to be cajoled, stroked, or manipulated in prayer. God is not a
being, but Being itself, mysteriously sustaining me in being every moment of my existence.
It follows that my attempts to communicate with such a God will in
some sense be unlike any other form of “relationship”, however satisfying. I must first make space for the Godness of God to change my agenda, if need be, rather than vice versa. I must endure a little silence, a
sense of blankness or mental jumble in order that in and through me
the Spirit will find a space to cry out, in this asking of asking, to the ultimate source in God, Abba. Only then, through this interruption of the
Spirit, will I know Fatherhood not as patriarchal threat, but as Jesus
knew him in intimacy: I shall be standing alongside Jesus, and, as Paul
puts it, being “conformed” to him. I shall in some mysterious way inhabit this space of Jesus in prayer.
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That brings us, second, to the matter of Jesus’s own instructions on prayer,
which at first seemed to be in tension with Paul’s, but on reflection are the
reverse side of the same coin. Admittedly, it is disconcerting in
comparison with Paul how little Jesus has to say by way of advice: just,
“When you pray, say Father ...” One can imagine the disciples meeting
Jesus when he comes down from a whole night of prayer alone and
asking, “What is it that you do in prayer — is it something very secret and
special?” But Jesus opts for the most simple and direct approach: a mere
turning over of the will, a handing over of the depths of all our longing, to
the very source of our being: “Father, may your name be hallowed.”
That’s it — that’s prayer. You have to ask, but not before you’ve first
adored, before you’ve first acknowledged your utter dependence and
your human creatureliness. This is where it all starts, in this tiny pause,
this surrender, this turning of the will to God.
So prayer is impossible, but only on the human spectrum. It becomes not
only possible, but the galvanising lifeline of my existence when I realise
that I do not come to prayer to remind God about what he might have
forgotten, or to tell him something from the evening news that he might
perhaps have missed; rather, I come to prayer to prepare myself to
receive what he is always already giving me — the gift of Himself. I do
this by handing over my own sense of human incompetence to the Spirit,
who “comes to my aid.” I do this by acknowledging the deep roots of my
own longing, the deep secrets of my poor crooked heart, and by turning
them back to their ultimate source. I do this by relaxing into the tired
muddle of my distractions and gently deflecting my tangled desires back
to God.

In short, I do this by standing with Jesus in the Spirit and facing into the
abyss and intimacy of divine “Fatherhood”. Everything else is done by
him. To want to pray is to pray. It is humanly impossible, precisely
because it’s done by God.
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Tuesday, 30 March 2021

“Thy kingdom come”: The unbearability of Divine will
Yesterday, I looked at the inherent “impossibility” of prayer, as I called it.
It is that strange sense of human incompetence we must be willing to endure when we try to turn our distracted minds and crooked hearts to the
very source of our being in prayer, that fundamental “asking of asking”.
Yet this sense of incompetence in prayer, far from being a sign of failure,
is actually its most authentic mark, as Paul taught: it is the deep crack of
vulnerability left for the Spirit to draw us into the space of Jesus and with
him just to turn in trust and say, “Abba, our Father, hallowed be thy
name.” That is the beginning of all Christian prayer.
But now, let me turn to the “kingdom” bit: “Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done ...” If we do dare to stand in the space of Jesus in prayer, this is
the next and most urgent request that must follow, as Jesus tells us. But
what can it mean? There seem to be two vital points to be grasped here.
First, the “kingdom” itself. If there is one thing on which all the biblical
commentators agree, it is that the “kingdom” (basileia) for Jesus and his
contemporaries, did not mean territorial reign. It is not about tracts of
land or the patrolling of political boundaries, as in today’s tragic
scenario in Israel and Palestine. Rather, it is about rule — God’s direct
and abiding rule. It is about finding how to align your heart and soul and
mind and strength with exactly what God wants for you, now, and asking
just for that — for his rule in your life.
Unfortunately, this is every bit as difficult, and every bit as simple, as
turning to Abba in the first place. For we would, as Luke’s gospel (17:2021) makes clear, much rather prefer “signs and wonders”, something to
point to as a public vindication of all our good efforts. But Jesus tells us
otherwise. He tells us, according to Luke, that despite all the humiliating
muddle that we confront when we try to pray, the “kingdom of God” is
already “among us” or “within us” (the Greek, entos humin, and the
underlying Aramaic are beautifully ambiguous). The kingdom is right
here, now, available to us and pressing to a glorious future.
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Part of the knack of recognition of the kingdom comes in learning to
accept the detritus of prayer as the lot of our humanity. Our hopeless distractedness in prayer is funny, sad, inane, boring and only sometimes
tragic: we really should not take it too seriously. We watch all that stuff parading past; we wave it vaguely on its way. By letting it go with a certain
humorous recognition of its authentic manifestation of embodied and
struggling humanity, its web of twisted desire, I can hand it all back to
God. My underlying need — our underlying need — is more fundamental: it is that urgent need for God’s kingdom, for God’s rule. And deep under the detritus the kingdom is there, always already waiting “among us.”
As in R.S. Thomas’s lovely poem on the kingdom, we can say,
It’s a long way off, but to get
There takes no time and admission
Is free ...
So asking for the kingdom to come is so simple in one way: it is merely a
gentle consent to what is already happening here, now — God’s gracious
rule among us, opening us onto glory.
But second, when we add “Thy will be done” we suddenly realise that
this submission to God’s rule isn’t so simple after all — it comes with a
cost. To stand in the space of Jesus will one day, if not now already, lead us
to that place where he himself sweated out this invocation: “Thy will be
done”. It may lead to human betrayal, to pain, and certainly — in due
course — to our own death. When we look at Jesus in Gethsemane, we
see not heroic or detached resignation to divine will, as we might expect
from a God-man, but rather an intensified human agony, which can only
be rendered slightly more bearable by the presence with him of his
hopelessly sleepy friends.
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” cannot, therefore, mean an effortless abandonment to divine purpose, achieved in lonely isolation. If the
Spirit is to bring us into the authentic prayer of Jesus, these primary requests he gave us — for the kingdom and for the divine will — will often
time mean, as they did for him, a sweaty struggle, a revulsion at what lies
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before us, and above all a desperate need for the support of others who
will pray with us, however incompetently and sleepily. When this happens it is not, again, that something has gone wrong; rather, we are being pressed yet more deeply into the space of Jesus.
The famous spiritual director, Dom John Chapman, onetime Abbot of
Downside, put it thus, and most beautifully, in a letter to a Benedictine
nun, who was struggling with her own sense of inner turmoil and suffering in prayer: “Contempt” of such suffering, he writes, is superhuman,
not human:

Our Lord has taught us this very plainly by his example. In the Agony, he
did not say ‘I suffer, and I rejoice ... [Rather], he prayed that the Chalice
might be taken away, to show that the feeling of hating suffering, and
feeling it unbearable, is part of [human] perfection for us, as it is a part
[also] of our weakness of nature.
It may seem odd to acknowledge, so soon into the adventure of silence
together, that prayer at its deepest is both humanly impossible and
humanly unbearable. But thanks be to God for giving us his Son to show
us that in and through him “all things are possible”, and even the most
unbearable features of our suffering can be woven into human perfection in Him: in due course he will “wipe every tear from our
eye” (Revelation 21:4).
And thanks be to God for founding his church, that even in its sleepy
incompetence helps us to bear what we cannot bear alone, so that we
can truly say together, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” Amen.
Wednesday, 31st March
“Give us this day our daily bread”: Prayer and the purification of
desire
I have thus far considered the opening demands of the prayer Jesus
gave us: how he asks us first just to turn ourselves, in this strange “asking
of asking” which is prayer, to the intimate source of our being, Abba, and
then to submit ourselves to his kingdom, his will, in what I have called
the “space of Jesus”. But now, we arrive at a simple and straightforward
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petition: “Give us this day our daily bread.” If you’ve never lived in a
place where people couldn’t even put bread on the table for their children, let alone find enough for themselves, it’s hard to imagine the desperation, the absolutely focusing of desire, involved in being hungry. It
is sobering to realise that this is still the daily reality for about a third of
the world’s population. And Jesus asks us to pray for bread. What is he
on about, given that those of us who have enough bread hardly think
about it at all, and those who do not, can scarcely think of anything else?
Let us consider this matter from two different directions in relation to
the question of prayer.
As we can see from the story of Elijah (1 Kings 19:1-8) and the Psalms
(Psalm 78:1-3, 25-31), the themes of wilderness, bread, neediness, and
desire are deeply entangled in Jewish tradition and infuse Jesus’s own
prayer no less. To ask for bread in the wilderness is to ask, not just to be
delivered from death by starvation, but to have one’s desires at some
deep and profound level tested and purified.
The people of Israel on the run from Egypt are at death’s door, but have
manna miraculously rained upon them in the wilderness; as the psalmist
says, their “craving” is well satisfied. But immediately everything goes
wrong: they would like something else, their longing gets distorted,
they quarrel and complain. God has graciously given them their “daily
bread”, but they are immediately off once more into the devices and
desires of their own hearts. We might say that their erotic life — in the
broadest sense — is suddenly out of order. They ask for, and get, precisely what they desire in prayer — bread — but in their case, it only
leads to wrongful further “craving”.
Contrariwise, we get the story of Elijah. Elijah’s desires seem to be out
of order at the start of the story: he retires into the wilderness in a
grump, lies down in despair, wanting to die, and yet is awakened by an
angel to be given just the bread that he needs to do God’s will — today,
now. “Get up and eat” is the command. And he does so. His desire was
out of order but now is in order. God has given him his daily bread and
“strength for the journey”. It is all that he needs to fulfil God’s will.
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It follows, then, from these two contrasting examples that to ask for
bread now is to ask precisely for
what we need today, bodily as well
as spiritually, to do God’s will. It is
to ask for bread on the table in the
most obvious and practical and
physically urgent sense; but it is no
less to ask for that bread on the wilderness-axis of the testing of all desire. “Give us bread now” thus
means, “Give us bread that we may
live and do the will of the Father in
the space of Jesus”, that all our desires may be wilderness-tested in
accordance with his desire.
But then there is a further twist in
Jesus’s prayer about “daily bread”
which is perhaps already hinted at
in our first point. For that “daily”
word turns out to be a mystery
word — epiousios in the Greek, a
word whose meaning even now remains disputed but seems to connote not just “daily” but something
inexorably for the future. We get
this bread now that we ask for, but
any miraculous bread in the wilderness is always already looking to
the end times, to the Messiah, and
to what lies beyond the horizon: so,
the prayer means something like,
“Give us this bread now that we
need for that future” — that is,

“Give us the bread that will feed us
forever.”
As the crowd in John’s gospel says
so memorably, “Sir, give us this
bread always” (John 6:25-34). Already in John’s gospel, of course,
the eucharist is suggested. But this
implies no false spiritualisation, or
any disjunction between eucharist
and “ordinary” eating. If our desires are in order in the space of Jesus, what we eat today to feed our
bodies will inexorably dispose us
to his kingdom; that for which we
ask today will bind us to him forever.
“Give us this day our daily bread”.
We do not pray this prayer without
cost: we pray it out of immediate
physical need; we pray it that our
desires may be purified and sorted;
we pray it that all our longings may
finally converge in the space that is
Jesus, in his kingdom. As the
Anglican priest-poet David Scott
puts it:

I go on about bread
because it was to bread
that Jesus trusted
the meaning he had of himself.
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Thursday, 1 April 2021
“Deliver us from evil”: The impossibility of forgiveness
And so we come, at last, to the impossible matter of forgiveness, and
perhaps the most mysterious heart and hinge of the prayer that Jesus
gave us. It is not a coincidence that in his prayer the demand to forgive
precedes any attempt on our part to avoid temptation or to evade the attacks of the evil one. These three themes — forgiveness, temptation, evil
— hang inexorably together at the end of Jesus’s prayer as a sort of intensive climax, and appropriately press us once more, with equal joy
and penitence, into Holy Week.
Let me try to explain, in three moves.
Forgiveness
I say “the impossible matter of forgiveness”, for anyone who has herself
encountered abuse, violence, betrayal, or injustice will certainly know
how extraordinary it seems that Jesus should insist that we must do what
seems impossible, that we must forgive others. And, moreover, that this
is what gives us the courage and the right, in our own prayer, to ask God
to forgive us. In short, Jesus says that our forgiveness is the condition of
God’s forgiveness — even the tenses in the Greek confirm that. How can
this possibly be?
Perhaps it is as well to remind ourselves that, when forgiveness seems
humanly impossible, it is no more impossible than prayer itself; and that
the gentle turning over to the Spirit we do in order that prayer can happen in the first place, is the same turning over we do in order that forgiveness can start its mysterious process. For forgiveness, in the way it
can suddenly happen, and miraculously, is so obviously a prior act of
God that it surely must be the effect of that same beckoning circle we
step into when we pray at all — when we dare to say, “Abba, Father” and
so are caught up by the Spirit into the forgiving life of Jesus.
The twentieth-century novelist and spiritual director, Charles Williams
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— a member of the Inklings and
friend of C.S. Lewis — put it thus, in
an extraordinary little book On the
Forgiveness of Sins, written even as
German bombs rained on London
in the Blitz of 1940. He said that forgiveness, because humanly impossible, can only happen if, through a
sort of standing outside of myself —
in a literal ecstasy — I pass into the
place where I can see things from
the perspective of my enemy or betrayer. But only in and through the
Body of Christ, he says, can I do
this: it is a “mystical” matter. It is not
really in my power. It is a question
of leaning once more into the wind
of the Spirit, and giving my consent
to something even beyond justice
— to the infinite mercy of God.

If we turn to the only negative petition Jesus gives us — “Lead us not
into temptation” — then perhaps
everything about Lenten penitence
looks a little different. If we come at
Lent from the demand for the impossible activity of forgiveness that
only God can do, then the testing of
temptation we all face, and every
day, is changed in its focus. For
here, again, we turn everything
over to God’s power.

Remember that Jesus himself was
not immune from temptation. His
whole ministry was preceded by it
when he faced out the devil in the
wilderness, over food and power
and glory; his whole ministry ended in it, when he asked God in the
garden if he might be spared what
Perhaps that is also why, in the pro- lay before him. His life was ours:
foundest account of forgiveness in the endless daily tussles which
the Old Testament that we read in
range from the desire to eat a badGenesis 50:15-21, when Joseph’s
for-you donut, to the more obvious
brothers finally come to ask fortemptation to conduct an affair with
giveness out of fear of reprisal, Jo- someone else’s spouse, and
seph’s immediate answer is, “Fear through to those more insidious and
not! Am I in the place of God?” The hidden intellectual temptations,
answer well expresses Joseph’s
which we conceal even from ourprofound comprehension that for- selves — to pride, to vainglory, in
giveness is God’s work; we are
short, to idolatry. All this too was
merely borne on its wings.
Jesus’s struggle in his human/divine
life, and what this shows us is that
Temptation
the deeper our human prayer, the
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sharper the fight: here are life and which is prayer itself. We only have
death contending, and mark of Pas- to turn, again and again, into the
sion and mark of incipient glory.
space of Jesus, and pray “Our
Father ...”
Evil
So when we pray, “Lead us not into
But, thanks be to God, that the praytemptation, but deliver us from
er of Jesus takes us to that knifeevil”, we sum up the whole prayer
edge, for that is where the God/
of Jesus, in all its simplicity and
man Jesus himself lived and died,
power, and stand with him afresh in
treading down the forces of evil
that ecstasy of understanding that
and despair in the power of the
is the space of forgiven sinners
Spirit. That is why his prayer ends,
before the God who is Abba. Give
so abruptly, with, “deliver us from
us, we pray, this Holy Week a new
evil”. There is no other place to be
sense of that impossible participain prayer, but in the throes of this
tion in divine forgiveness, that out
spiritual warfare, and it is the place
of this we may also have the power,
we are called by the Spirit to be,
with Jesus, to walk the way of his
however uncomfortably, with and in
Passion and to know it as none
the space of Jesus. For Jesus does
other than peace. Amen.
not promise us a quiet life, but rather his mysterious peace and
Sarah Coakley is the Norris-Hulse
presence in the eye of the storm.
Professor of Divinity emerita at the
University of Cambridge, Visiting
Here we learn that forgiveness is
Professorial Research Fellow at the
humanly impossible, because only
Australian Catholic University, and
God can do it in us; here we learn
honorary Life Fellow at Oriel
that our own fights with temptation
College, Oxford. She is currently
are humanly hopeless, unless also
assisting priest and theologian-inhanded over to God: yet in God,
residence at the Episcopal Church
the donut problem, the sex probof the Ascension and Saint Agnes in
lem, and even finally — God help
Washington, DC.
us — the pride and vainglory
problem, find their dénouement
and their resolution. It is all a matter of the great “asking of asking”
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Archbishop Geoffrey Smith , newly elected
Primate of Australia; Glenn, Archbishop of Sydney; Michael Stead, our Regional
Bishop; and for all the bishops, priests, deacons and Religious of the Anglican
Communion.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we are asked to Pray for Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem .

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and for Fr Michael and Antonia, for
Rosemary, for David, for Caroline, for Judith, for Brian and for Bailey
May God bless them and their ministries and may we support them as they work
among us in Christ’s name.

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, strengthen us to help shape a parish where
diversity is a source of enrichment, compassion is common, life’s poetry realized,
suffering lightened through sharing, justice attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the
hum of the universe heard, and together with you and each other we build what is
beautiful, true, worthy of your generosity to us, an echo of your kingdom. Amen.
(Ted Loder)

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, (West Bank, Palestinian Territorries),
our Anglican Communion Partner: We remember especially their Parish
Priest, Fr Saleem Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. We remember also Jameel
Maher, who acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link person with us. May both our
parishes be blessed by the link we are establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in
your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not
know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honour of your name. Amen.
(Author unknown)

Pray for our Children’s Church: The Lord said, ‘Let the little children come to
me and do not forbid them for such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, Lord, your
children who now stand before you in prayer. Help them to understand the depth of
your love.
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O Lord, bless our Children's Church and all its future endeavours, that through it
we may glorify you with your Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever.
Amen.

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth; lead me from
despair to hope, from fear to trust; lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe.

Pray for all in need, remembering especially this week all those people whose
lives have been affected by the recent torrential rain and flood.
We pray the Lord that He may comfort and strengthen them during this time of
distress and hardship.

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth
Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger;
David Laurence; David Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; Mark Palmer; Michelle
Phillips; Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane
Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods; Genevieve Woods & her fiancé Steven

In love and charity please remember the recently departed, especially
Valerie Jean Kenny, Leo Paul Braun, Graeme William Starr & Bishop Bruce
Wilson that God may grant them a place of refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Marjorie Ellen Allen; Lynton Thomas Bond; Ronald Ennis; Roy Cyril
Romer; William John McMillan; Bernard White; Thelma May Gladys Norman; Lorna
May Spicer; George Howie; Barbara Helen Ball; Indranee Boniface and for any
others whose year’s mind falls around this time.
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them!

Services during this week at St Paul’s
The midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am in the Chapel of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 5th April – Saturday 10th April
Easter Monday – Easter Saturday
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a
symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of
Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary
Mother of our Lord
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