Welcome to worship
Sunday 4th July 2021
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
8.00am

Said Eucharist (with hymns)

9.30am

Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)

W

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God
with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping
with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest,
Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee
in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgment of Country
Acknowledgement of the
Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land upon which
we meet. In his wisdom and love,
our heavenly Father gave this
estate to the Wangal people of the
Eora Nation. Upon this land they
met for generations until the
coming of British settlers. As we
continue to learn to live together on
these ancestral lands, we
acknowledge and pay our respects
to their elders, past, present, and
emerging, and we pray that God
will unite us all in the knowledge of
his Son, in whom all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
whether visible or invisible — for
all things have been created
through him and for him.
Recognising those who have been
custodians of this land is not a
perfunctory gesture, but an
acknowledgement that many have
gone before us and many will come
after us—we are but passing
through. As King David stated some
3,000 years ago:

We are foreigners and strangers in
your sight, as were all our
ancestors; our days on earth are like
a shadow, and there is no abiding.
(1 Chronicles 29:15)
The first inhabitants of this land
were created by God to tend this
land as stewards of his common
grace. With only general revelation
in the created order as their guide,
they were allotted this land ‘that
they should seek God, in the hope
that they might reach out to him and
find him’, as the apostle Paul
declared to his first century
Athenian audience, ‘for in him we
live and move and have our
being’ (Acts 17:27-28).
God says through the prophet
Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are
a people of hope and because we
are a people of hope we seek to
work and pray for peace, justice,
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven.
We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a
far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all
beings may flourish as God intends.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
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Year B

Bible Readings
for next Sunday

2 Samuel 5.1-5,9-10

The First Reading

2 Samuel 6.1-5, 12b-19

Ps 48

The Psalm

Ps 24

2 Corinthians 12.2-10

The Epistle

Ephesians 1.1-14

Mark 6.1-13

The Gospel

Mark 6.14-29
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Our Sesquicentenary Celebrations and beyond
As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing. People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak to
the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is manifest.
We have God and we have each other and that is enough.
God has called us all together to:
1.

Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship;

2.

Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings;

3.

Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not;

4.

Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and

5.

Increase the spiritual health of the Parish.

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental,
pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I
hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial resources so that all of this can be achieved.
We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are
cared for, particularly those in need and we are most grateful to you for
your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city
where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7).
I hope that you will be able to come along to our Sesquicentenary Celebrations at St. Paul’s as we give thanks to God for all that has been and as
we look forward in hope to all that God has in store.
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CONSORT 8

WITH TIMBRELL AND DANCE
A concert to celebrate the Sesquicentenary of St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood

Guest Artists
THE EARLY DANCE CONSORT
6pm Saturday 7 August 2021

St Paul’s Anglican Church, 205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood
Tickets online & at the door $35 (concession $30)
Please bring correct money as change will not be given

The church is a 10 minute walk from Burwood station and there are regular buses along Burwood Rd. Parking is not available in the church grounds but is available on Burwood Rd
(unlimited) and also at the Woodstock Community Centre (enter from Fitzroy St). Walk 100
metres down Duff St to the church.
NSW Government COVID-19 health orders and guidelines will be followed. Please do not attend if you
are unwell or awaiting Covid-19 test results.

Please join us for supper and bubbly after the concert

CONSORT 8

Susan Christie recorder/viol Susan Foulcher recorder/viol Jane Grimm viol
Jude Huxtable recorder/baroque flute Annabelle McIver viol Robert Small recorder Cathy Upex viol
Bernard Williams recorder/lutes/baroque guitar George Wills theorbo/baroque guitar
Tim Chung countertenor/percussion

consort.eight@gmail.com
consort8.org
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Reflections on 150 Years of Light and Beauty
by
Kerin Brown

Faith, Hope and Love

The Stained Glass Windows at
St Paul’s Burwood
Booklet Launch on August 8th, 2021
at Supper after Evensong 5pm.
Cost: $35
Order through Kerin: kerinabrown@gmail.com
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News from around St Paul’s
Services at St Paul’s
St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe
business.
Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/greater-sydney

Stay at home from 26 June 2021
Everyone in Greater Sydney must stay home unless you have a
reasonable excuse.
From 6pm on Saturday 26 June 2021, if you have been in Greater
Sydney, including the Blue Mountains, Central Coast, Wollongong and
Shellharbour for any reason since Monday 21 June 2021, you must
follow the stay at home rules and must continue to follow them for 14
days after you were last in Greater Sydney.
If you live in, usually work in, or usually attend a university or other tertiary education facility in Greater Sydney you must also follow the stay
at home rules, unless you have not been in Greater Sydney for the last
14 days.

Places of worship
Services may be livestreamed from a church, meeting house, mosque,
synagogue, temple or other place of worship that is not open to members of the public.
You can attend the premises if you are directly involved in the service
or the operation of the equipment for the livestream event.

The place of worship must not be open to members of the public.

Thank You from the Trading Table
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Due to the current lockdown, there St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or
was no sales last week.
black) $10 each or 3 for $25
There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange and lemon,
Seville orange, Blood Orange, Orange & Rum, Orange, Ginger & Coriander, Grapefruit, Grapefruit &
Pomegranate, Lemon, Lemon &
Lime, Lime, Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat, orange & apricot),
Butters (Lemon, lemon, lime & Passionfruit) Jams peach & plum, apricot, apricot and Pineapple, Plum,
strawberry & apple, Passionfruit
jam/sauce, Choko & Ginger jam,
Crab Apple jelly, Apple Jelly,
Quince Jelly, Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Sauce, Quince and Apple
sauce, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko &
Ginger, Pear & Apple, Paw Paw,
sweet mustard pickles)
If you would like a particular type
of jam, marmalade or chutney
please let me know and will try to
make it for you.
Fresh baked goods available most
Sundays as well as fresh produce.

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new
$2.50 each.
Cards of St Paul’s stained glass
windows available again $3.50
each
Mosaics: If you are into craft and
would like to try mosaics we have
some kits available for sale at varying prices.
Pair black Kelvin Klein ladies boots
hardly worn size 8 1/2 $25

Plants: They will be having a rest
for the winter and will return in the
spring
We have a selection of books, CD’s
and DVD’s available for sale $1
each
The trading table will be set up in
the hall after the 9.30am service. If
anyone from the 8am service would
like some jams/marmalades etc
please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect.
Please do NOT leave any donations
in the hall without asking me first.

St Paul’s fans a few still available,
$2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at Is anyone able to do folk art?
$8
Please let me Pam know.
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Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making
jams? Please let Pam know.
Pam Brock

THANK YOUS
Thank you to the Parishioners who have given the newly installed sign
facing Burwood Road.
Thank you to the Parishioners who have also given the Sesquicentenary
banner.
Thank you to Strathfield Council for donating food to parish pantry.
Thank you to Granville Rotary Club for their donation to parish pantry.
Thank you to all our parishioners who give generously either through
monetary fund or to the parish pantry.

Busy Bee - Saturday 24th July
On Saturday the 24th of July beginning at 9.00 a.m., we are going to
need several teams of Parishioners to give the Church a polish and
clean please.
We need to polish the brass and all of our Communion Vessels.
We also need to oil all of the wood, including the pews.
So please come along and bring soft rags for polishing and oiling.
Please bring along some Silvo and Brasso and cans of Mister Sheen (for
the wood).
We also will need Parishioners to tidy up the gardens, particularly
removing any weeds, please.
If we all work together then we will have the Church and grounds
looking magnificent for the Sesquicentenary Celebrations. Thank you.

I appreciate your help greatly.
With every blessing.
Peace,
James
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Photos for the 150th Anniversary (NEED MORE URGENTLY)
Dear Friends,
I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the
200th Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”.
Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you
are young at heart but do you think you might still be around when St
Paul’s turns 200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be.
If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and
return them to you as soon as I can. I am hoping to have everyone in this
age group represented so please have a good look through your photo
collections.
Thank you
Rosemary

Some good news!
From Joshua Ryan
I’m delighted to say that I have been awarded a DipRAM, an institutional
prize from the Royal Academy of Music, for outstanding achievement at a
postgraduate level. Friends, thanks again for all of the support and to
those who tuned into my final recital a month or so ago!

Prayer in such difficult times
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are
brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
(Church of England Prayer Resources)
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 33)
By Kerin Brown
Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.
They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the
presence of the divine.

St Paul– Part of East Window

In Ephesians, Paul describes the armour of God – “the belt of truth, …
the breastplate of righteousness… the shield of faith… the helmet of salvation… and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” (Ephesians
6:14-17)
I once observed a Scripture lesson, where the teacher dressed a couple
of eight- year- olds in this very armour – plastic, of course. It was hilarious and touching at the same time.
In our window, Paul has only the sword, his particular symbol.
But rather than this military imagery, I prefer these words:
Marks of the True Christian (Romans 12: 9-18)
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless them and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
We hear many of these sayings every week in the liturgy, and rightly
so – Paul’s best, I think – hold fast to what is good…do not repay anyone
evil for evil…

When he says contribute to the needs of the saints, does he mean the
living Christians? And I love his theme of continuous prayer – that we
can and should pray continually. The celts knew about this. Every
action, every humble household chore became a prayer.
And every week we at St Paul’s extend hospitality to strangers - our
customers at the Pantry. Strangers who become friends. We rejoice
with them when they tell us good news, if they find a place to live, or
have reconnected with family members; we weep with them when
they tell us about death, or disease, or despair, or pain. And one
cannot be haughty at the Pantry – it just doesn’t work. One can’t help
being humble in the face of such courage, and generosity, and
acceptance of suffering, and love.
We try to be good Christians, and our Pantry customers show us how.

This window, as part of the East window, was a gift of the parishioners.
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Erection of the new notice at the front of the
church

The removal of the tiles in the tower porch in readiness for the installation of the mosaic
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Bookings for the Sesquicentenary Dinner
If you have already booked for the sesquicentenary dinner, but not
yet paid could you please do so at your earliest convenience.
If you have any special dietary requirement please email me ASAP.
Dinner is now fully booked.
Booking forms for the sesquicentenary book are available at the back of
the church. Please return them as soon as possible to the
sidesperson (Jane and Tara Cordina). Thank you.
You can also pre-order and pay for the book by following below link:
A History of St Paul's, Hosted online, 6th of May |Humanitix

2 Samuel 5.1-5, 5.9-10; Psalm 48;
2 Corinthians 12.2-10; Mark 6.1-13
St Paul writes about strength in weakness to the
Church today. He tells us that whenever he is weak
then Christ is strong. It is the same with us: whenever
we let Christ take us over our lives and weakness,
insult, hardship or persecution that we face is insignificant because the
power of Christ makes us strong.


May our egos get out of the way so that Christ can take over our
lives so that we may be truly strong.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council

Text:
Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican
Board of Mission, 2021
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof
150,000
145
140,000
135

Please send donations to:
A/C Name:
St Paul’s Anglican Church

130,000
125

BSB Number:
032062

120,00
115

A/C Number:
250028

110,000
105
100,000
95
90,000
85
80,000
75
70,000
65
60,000
55
50,000
45
40,000
35
30,000
25
20,000
15,
10,000
5
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Mark for :
“Hall Roof”

$ 81,687.65

Quote of the week…
We ourselves feel that what we are
doing is just a drop in the ocean. But
the ocean would be less because of
that missing drop.

Mother Teresa (1910-1997)

An Albanian-Indian Roman Catholic
nun and missionary
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021
School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break)
Choir resumes:14th July
Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September
School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break)
Choir resumes: 6th October
Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December

PARISH PANTRY for 2021
Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking the
Parish Pantry this year.
In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be
decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects the
purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical as we
get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk contamination
of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small packets of sugar,
500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and the small bottles/
packets of coffee.
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that you
have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We have a nice
collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up the good work
(So far we have $1500 to claim for this month).
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the
Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be
used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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For General & Offertory
Donations
please use this account
details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
On line giving:$1340

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican

Parish Pantry:$625

Church

TOTAL OF GIVING:$1965

BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Signposts to the good life
Steve Morris finds that an address given by C.S. Lewis during the Second
World War resonates with him during this ‘roadmap’ period
C. S. LEWIS was no puritan. J. R. R. Tolkien confided that his friend Lewis
had modified his drinking as a Lenten observance, reducing his intake to
just three pints of beer in the mornings. Lewis loved life, and the address
that he gave on 8 June 1941 in the University Church, St Mary’s, in Oxford,
is arguably the greatest sermon of modern times, if rather unorthodox.
The Vicar of St Mary’s at the time, the Revd T. R. Milford, had invited Lewis
to speak. That, in itself, is something of a wonder. Milford had read Lewis’s first book, post-conversion, The Pilgrim’s Regress. Lewis had written
it quickly, and it was a tough read, including more than 300 references in
six different languages.
On this June evening, Lewis was looking out on to a packed church as he
preached the second of only about seven such sermons that he ever delivered. It must have been a very tense time, with the country in a pretty
desperate situation, just before Hitler’s fateful invasion of the Soviet Union. But, reading Lewis’s address even 80 years have elapsed, it has a resonance and wisdom that we would do well to heed.
By today’s standards, it is both an oddity and a marvel. It is clever, but it is
clear. It expects a lot of the listener. It explores strong ideas, and makes
some very bold claims indeed. It does not begin with a joke, and has no
anecdotal material. It makes no reference to the Bible. It makes you wonder if people were more serious then: did they think more deeply, and
expect to wrestle with ideas more?

The talk itself makes a number of telling — and seemingly timeless —
observations. Above all, Lewis is wondering what the good life really
looks like, and whether this life is it; and, if it isn’t, what that might mean
for the way we “do” life with each other.
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AS WE emerge from lockdown, we are all wondering what the good life
looks like now, and Lewis’s vision can help us. He points out that secular
theories of the good life tend to be wholly inadequate, suggesting that
heaven can be had on earth if we just do the right things and wait long
enough. Lewis argues that we should be aiming higher.
The good life, he suggests, does not mean being a puritan. The world is
full of good things, and we are meant to enjoy them. We should be able to
enjoy a lovely meal without feeling guilty; to take pleasure in the company of friends. As we enjoy these things, they point us towards God, who is
the ultimate in good things. Our desires open a door to a greater desire:
to feel at home in ourselves, and to know hope and joy. But our wants and
our needs and our desires point towards the greatest desire of all: a hunger for closeness to the Creator.
Lewis writes with the sort of poetry rarely heard from pulpits. He says
that we have a desire for something that we can barely describe, and
none of the ways we try to fix that emptiness can really fill our hearts. He
says that we are “half-hearted creatures, fooling around with drink and
sex and ambition when there’s an infinite joy on offer to us”, and that we
are far too easily pleased.
He moves on to what it is to live an enquiring life, and how to learn.
Again, this is pertinent today. Lewis argues that we need to pay most attention to, and wrestle with, the difficult — even unpleasant — parts of the
Bible rather than excise or ignore them. He suggests that knowledge and
wisdom grow in precisely those places where we are uncomfortable, including the repellent parts of holy scripture; and that, if we’re not puzzled, then perhaps we are just painting God in our own image. He calls all
of us to do the intellectual hard work of getting outside our comfort
zones.

Lewis also has a lot to say about love, and the risk it always involves. He
recognises that we live in a post-Christian England, but he wants us at
least to entertain the notion that, if there is a divine being and the offer of
eternal life, then we would do well to realise that there is no such thing as
an “ordinary” person. Even the dullest and apparently most uninteresting
25

person we encounter may one day be a creature of extraordinary glory,
and this should shape everything: the way we conduct our friendships,
our lives, and, of course, our politics.
Lewis says that, next only to the Blessed Sacrament, our neighbour is the
holiest object presented to our senses; and that is a great antidote to the
kind of rudeness which we often show towards one another.
He may have been a reluctant preacher, and he certainly knew his limitations; but his words in this great and historic church in Oxford speak
across the decades, straight into our lives now.
The Revd Steve Morris is Vicar of St Cuthbert’s, North Wembley in the
diocese of London, and the author of Our Precious Lives: Why telling and
hearing stories can save the Church, published by Authentic Media

Giving up the 'deserving' and 'undeserving' poor
dichotomy
By Barry Gittins, A Melbourne writer
The PWE (Charity’s Plimsoll line, or the heartless bastard’s chorus)
He who would not work, may he then not eat. / If at labour he would waver may he then not eat! / He who seeks to shirk, may he then not eat. /
May his hunger be unbounded, appetite unsated, / lest he despise the
working life and strain by him be hated. / He who would not sweat, may
he then not eat, / who will not action beget — may he then not eat. / He
who wills to slothful be, may he then not eat. / He who stays abed from
indifference or conceit — / may such a one be empty, his gullet ne’er
replete. / Mercy oft is granted in cases truly known, / but none will line
the stomach of one lazy to the bone. — Barry Gittins

When I penned this bit of satirical doggerel last century I was taking the
mickey out of St Paul (Thessalonians 3:10). Or, more fairly perhaps,
cocking a snook at those who seized on the tough-love, tentmaking
apostle’s words by drawing a line between those experiencing poverty
who deserved help and those who were demonised as unworthy. Paul’s
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first century CE words are still sporadically cited by conservatives to target, minimise or eradicate welfare payments, especially in the United
States.
Sociologist Max Weber famously connected the dots in The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, with one recent translation introducing
material success as a ‘sign’ of ‘being one of the elect… The accumulation
of wealth was morally sanctioned in so far as it was combined with a sober, industrious career; wealth was condemned only if employed to support a life of idle luxury or self-indulgence.’
Realistically? Captains of industry often achieve that rank riding on their
earthly daddy’s coattails, regardless of theological notions of ‘moral sanction’. Forget meritocracy in realpolitik; the neoliberal presentation of the
affluent as masters of their fates is a furphy that ignores intergenerational
wealth, a tax system designed to protect them from fiscal fluctuations and
a society that expects them to get second, third and fourth chances when
things go bung (Harvey Norman’s feasting at the Jobkeeper table comes
to mind).
We are all beholden to our story of origin and the systemic realities we
are born into. Regardless, now and historically, politicians, preachers and
pundits sporadically look to reintroduce the discredited dichotomy between the ‘deserving poor and the undeserving poor’. The embodiment
of that second label, historically, has been the Jobseeker (Newstart) recipient.
'Not only is it not our place to judge who is deserving or the undeserving
poor, it is not in our capability — or seemingly our governments’ — to do
so either.'
For better or worse, US culture and politics often exercise a tidal pull on
Oz, no more weirdly perhaps than in the Pentecostal ‘prosperity gospel’
ethos that can be said to inform our national sport of punishing the poor.
There is an ill-adjusted but pervasive stance afoot in Oz, alluded to in
Erik Jensen's 2019 Quarterly Essay, ‘The Prosperity Gospel: How Scott
Morrison Won and Bill Shorten Lost’, that God smiles on those who suc27

ceed — Jensen believes the PM’s worldview ‘fuses prosperity with
virtue’.
Theologically and illogically speaking, it follows for the punishers of the
poor that if you are doing it tough it must be because you are not in the
Deity’s good books. (The poverty of Jesus Christ as an unemployed itinerant rabbi, a tradie who chose not to labour during his three-year ministry,
gets conveniently overlooked.) However, no less an authority than Dorothy Day has declared that ‘the Gospel takes away our right, forever, to
discriminate between the deserving and the undeserving poor’. Sadly,
we don’t bend to the light of Day here in Oz.
The miserly remittance we extend to people trapped in poverty is too minute to sustain life, or to allow people to escape poverty. The Australian
Association of Social Workers pointed out that much late last year. That
extends to multiple generations as the burdens of the fathers or mothers
are inherited as the burdens of the sons or daughters: ‘A poverty trap is
pervasive, and will often cause generational poverty as often times a
cycle forms and breaking it is incredibly difficult.’
Pre-COVID-19 there was always political capital to be made from slapping the label of undeserving onto Newstart recipients, and trimming
away the slim social safety net. Writing for Probono, founder and editor
of WomanGoingPlaces Augustine Zycher wrote that, ‘There was a deliberate campaign to devalue and humiliate the people on Newstart as dolebludgers who needed to be drug tested.’ Viewing the likely and eventual
cutting of JobSeeker, with her particular emphasis on the systemic inequities women face, Zycher added there 'are now too many "deserving
poor" to re-classify them as "undeserving poor"'. But perhaps the real
drug we need to test for is the need to demonise people. Can we give up
that addiction?

COVID-19 has stripped many of us of jobs, income, stability, comfort. All
of us have lost the unthinking security of taking our health for granted.
But the temporary increase in Jobseeker allowances has been reversed.
The federal government and those who voted it in still use the deserving/
undeserving framework by leaving lost jobs lost, and impacted families
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and individuals without sustainable support. While the unemployment
rate has dropped of late, the ABC noted this was ‘because the number of
people looking for work dropped significantly’.
Eureka Street’s readers doubtless know how flawed, unjust, judgmental
and condescending that 19th century terminology is; ‘deserving poor’
and ‘undeserving poor’. I remain unconvinced that rank and file ’Straya
recognises this; which is why attempts at satire are often taken literally.

Every morning as I walk the last stretch to work, down Melbourne’s
Bourke Street from Parliament station, I see a handful of people sleeping on the cold footpaths, on benches or in shuttered doorways.
There is some provision for these rough sleepers I walk past. I see that
daily, working for the Salvos at Melbourne Project 614. But we lack the
power to change our society’s structure; to incline our fellows’ hearts towards kindness.
There is, self-evidently, a tipping point between independent selfreliance and being crushed by systemic inequity and disadvantage. Not
only is it not our place to judge who is deserving or the undeserving
poor, it is not in our capability — or seemingly our governments’ — to
do so either.
The issue is not throwing stones or pretending these people do not exist. The issue at hand, mid-pandemic, is helping them preserve and then
fully reclaim their lives. We have a choice to make as a society — we
can recognise that needs must; that people fall on hard times, or are
pushed; they end up in misery beyond their own capacity to recover unaided and unrecognised. Or we can play judge, choosing to delineate
between those we believe deserve our compassion, our charity and tax
dollar-based support. And those who do not. The latter choice provides
a slippery slope.
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At 71, Christian author Philip Yancey still believes in amazing grace, despite the country's divisions
By Bob Smietana
(RNS) — When he first moved to the Rocky Mountains in the early 1990s,
bestselling author and speaker Philip Yancey set a goal of climbing all
the 58 peaks in Colorado that are over 14,000 feet tall.
Now 71, Yancey has accomplished that goal. He and his wife, Janet, still
enjoy hiking and mountain climbing. But their focus has changed.
“We’ve gone from trying to check off the peaks to enjoying the wildflowers along the way,” said Yancey.
“Maybe that is part of the maturing process.”
Yancey is perhaps best known for his 1997 book, “What’s So Amazing
About Grace?,” a look at Christian teachings on forgiveness and how
grace plays out in people’s lives. A new video curriculum of the book has
just been released, with updated stories and a series of talks from Yancey.
A new memoir from Yancey, called “Where the Light Fell,” is due this fall.
Yancey’s books — with titles like “Where Is God When It Hurts?,” “The Jesus I Never Knew,” “Church: Why Bother?” and “Finding God in Unexpected Places” — have sold millions of copies since the 1970s, drawing
readers to his thoughtful take on the Christian life. That take is a far cry
from his youth, where he grew up in a fundamentalist, King James-only
church near Atlanta that often viewed the outside world with fear.
Nearly 25 years after “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” was first published, its message remains relevant, said Yancey.
“We all felt if there’s ever a time for the message of grace, now is the
time,” he said. “It’s such a divided country, and the church has not been a
helpful part of that. “
Religion News Service national writer Bob Smietana spoke to Yancey
recently by Zoom. This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
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What do you think people are missing about grace right now?
You know, I coined the word “ungrace” in the book. And it seems to me
“ungrace” is always present, it just takes different forms. When I was
growing up in a very fundamentalist, rigid, legalistic, hellfire brimstone
church, the ungrace was mostly about behavior. There were all these
rules — don’t go mixed swimming, don’t go bowling, don’t go dancing,
don’t go to movies, you know, all that. That was a form of ungrace that I
encountered in adolescence and childhood.
And then it changed. It took a political cast, where the ungrace was
more directed toward how you handle people who disagree with you.
Because politics is an adversary sport. And as soon as you jump in, the
temptation is to play the power games.
What do you think keeps people from believing in grace and
extending it to others?
I keep coming back to the word “fear.” In the evangelical movement
where I grew up, it was the fear of hell, for sure. And fear of the world.
And then fear of electing a Catholic president and John Kennedy and
fear of the “Left Behind” series, fear of homosexuals, fear of secular humanism, fear of communism.
But we’re still living in that kind of fear-based environment. It seems to
me that’s kind of a fatal flaw of our movement.
What surprises you these days?
I’m reminded regularly of God’s sense of humor. We had a bird feeder
outside our house and an entire ecosystem developed around that bird
feeder. You know, the laws of nature are pretty tough. They boil down to
this: Big animals eat little animals. But in our bird feeder, there were
two exceptions: a skunk and a porcupine.
When you look at these animals, I mean they’re actually beautiful,
amazing works of art. But they’re just comical. And I love that aspect of
God. I had never thought of God having a sense of humor, a sense of
whimsy, but the animal world surely shows that.
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If you could talk to evangelical leaders right now or to people in the
pew, what would you tell them?
I go back to that beautiful discourse in John Chapters 13 to 17, which is
Jesus’ last time with his disciples. He’s turning over the whole thing to
them. And they haven’t really proven themselves. In fact, they’ve proven
themselves unreliable. So, what did he do? He washed their feet. And he
said to them, this is your stance in the world. You’re a servant, you’re not
the leaders. Then he said, you should be known by your love. And you
should be known by your unity. Those three things.
Yet so often the church seems more interested in cleaning up society,
you know, returning America to its pristine 1950s. That’s the myth we
have — we are making America pure again, cleaning it up.
Jesus lived under the Roman Empire, Paul lived under the Roman Empire, which was much worse morally than anything going on in the United States. They didn’t say a word about how to clean up the Roman Empire, not a word. They just kind of dismissed it.
So, why are we here? Well, we’re here to form the kind of community that
makes people say, ”Oh, that’s what God had in mind.” We’re here to form
pioneer settlements of the kingdom of God, as N.T. Wright puts it. It’s
about demonstrating to the world what the whole human experiment is
about.
Let’s remember why we are here. We love people, we serve and we show
them why God’s way is better. Let’s concentrate on that rather than
tearing people down or rejecting them or denigrating them in some
way. We’re here to bring pleasure to God. I believe we do that by living
in the way God’s son taught us to live when he was on earth.
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Pray throughout
the week
Pray for the Anglican Church –
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected
Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael
Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all
the bishops, priests, deacons and
Religious of the Anglican Communion.
We also pray for the Reverend Matthew
Redmond for the work he does with
Anglicare.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,
Pray for, The Anglican Church of
Papua New Guinea

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh,
(West Bank, Palestinian
Territorries), our Anglican
Communion Partner: We remember
especially their Parish Priest, Fr Saleem
Dawani, and his ministry in the parish.
We remember also Jameel Maher, who
acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link
person with us. May both our parishes
be blessed by the link we are
establishing.

Pray for the Church’s mission:

and their ministries and may we support
them as they work among us in Christ’s
name.

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your
arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching
forth our hands in love, may bring those
who do not know you to the knowledge
and love of you; for the honour of your
name. Amen. (Author unknown)

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy,

Pray for our Children’s Church:

strengthen us to help shape a parish
where diversity is a source of
enrichment, compassion is common,
life’s poetry realized, suffering
lightened through sharing, justice
attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the
hum of the universe heard, and together
with you and each other we build what
is beautiful, true, worthy of your

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children
come to me and do not forbid them for
such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless,
Lord, your children who now stand
before you in prayer. Help them to
understand the depth of your love.

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and
for Fr Michael and Antonia, for
Rosemary, for David, for
Caroline, for Judith, for Brian
and for Bailey May God bless them
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generosity to us, an echo of your
kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder)

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and
all its future endeavours, that through it
we may glorify you with your Father and

the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. Margaret Rau, Michael John Whelan,
Cyril George Piper, Beatrice May
Amen.
Laurence, Yvonne de Lisle Martin, Kay
Pray for peace: Lead me from death to
Zakarija, Jennifer Jane Bounds, Gladys
life, from falsehood to truth; lead me
May Brandy, Rosemary Elizabeth Rose,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust;
Margaret Jennifer Baseley, Evan Emlyn
lead me from hate to love, from war to
Davies, Bettie Loveland Purton, Edith
peace.
May Watson, Ann Johnson, Vanessa
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our Tormey & for any others whose year’s
mind falls around this time.
universe.

Pray for all in need, we remember
especially today all the refugees who
have experienced trauma due to their
unstable lives. May the Lord God bring
them healing and peace.

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and
let light perpetual shine upon them!

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony
Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June
Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Lola
Marr; David Morgan; Graham Norman;
Alister & Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle
Phillips; Sylvia; Diane Smith; Daphne
Storey; Jean Storey; Susie, Bob Woods.

In love and charity please
remember the recently departed,
that God may grant them a place of
refreshment, light and peace.

Pray, too, for, Joan Harris, Joyce

Services during this week at St Paul’s
The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel
of our Lord's Passion.

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Tuesday 6th July - John Fisher, bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs (d.1535)
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St Paul’s Coat of Arms
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a
symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of
Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary
Mother of our Lord
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