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Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
for Today
Zephaniah 3.14-20
Ps 130

Romans 8.33-39
John 12.20-32

Year C

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Jeremiah 4.11-12,22-28
Ps 14

1 Timothy 1.1-2
Luke 15.1-10
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Everyone is invited to join
us at Communion

in the world, the fingers of those who
dip often come in contact with the
wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands than through
the lips, making this method the
most unhygienic. In addition, the
Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning
that someone, usually the Chalice
Assistant or the Celebrant, has to
drink the left-over wine that has had
multiple contacts with hands.

There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some
stand, others kneel, most receive the
wafer in the hand, a few wish to have
it put on the tongue. Most like to
guide the Chalice to their lips, others
like to take it into their hands, while
others prefer not to touch it at all.
None of these variations really matter but simply reflect Anglican diver- In order to protect others it is
sity.
perhaps understandable to want to
dip if one has sore lips or has a cold,
For health reasons and out of
but the consensus of the Church is
concern for other worshippers, we
that taking only the bread is fully
ask you not to dip your bread into
participating in Communion.
the wine. If you are uncomfortable
receiving from the Common Cup the
practice in our Parish is to receive
the bread only.
Judging by the number of people
who do it, many must imagine that
not receiving the Chalice to the lips
but dipping the wafer or bread into
the cup (called intinction) is a more
hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further
from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the
wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips
of others, with all the best intentions
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Happy Father’s Day!
We give thanks to God for all who
care for others especially fathers.
We pray that all fathers will be
nurtured and sustained by the
indwelling of God's Holy Spirit
and that, sensing God's love for
them, they might nurture and care
for their families and for all those
with whom they share Father’s
Day.

News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be offered:

•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week Eucharist

I am truly grateful to all those who, over the past months, have helped us
to remain connected to God and to each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your loving Service of God and of God’s
people at St Paul’s and beyond.

I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Fr James

Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is one way
to remember a loved one or in thanksgiving for
a special event. If you would like to give flowers
in memory of a loved one, or as an offering of
thanksgiving please contact Judith Laurence the
week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on 0438041726
and contact Caroline in the parish office at
office@stpaulsbuwood.org.au to arrange the wording of the memorial
notice in the pew bulletin.
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $149 last Sunday. There is still some of the last
Epistle (Pentecost – Dedication) available, in case you missed out, for
the very reasonable price of $7.
We look forward to serving you with our jams/butters/chutneys (see
below for the varieties), plants etc.
Butters
Lemon, Lemon & Lime
Chutneys/Pickles
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear &
Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney, Quince & Apple Sauce
Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple Jelly,
Apple Cherry Guava Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince &Apple Jam/
Sauce, Peach Liquor, Spiced Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig &
Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig & Apple Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw/
Pineapple and Ginger Jam, Guava Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam
Marmalades
Lime, Mojito Lime, Lemon, Meyer Lemon & Rum, Orange, Orange/ Rum
& Raisin, Orange & Rum, Orange/ Coriander & Ginger, Orange &
Cranberry, Lemon & Ginger, Lemon,Ginger & Gin, Orange & Passion
fruit Jelly, Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Chai Spiced
Grapefruit, Mandarin , Orange/Grapefruit & Ginger, Cumquat
Moroccan Style, Cumquat, Whisky Cumquat
Spinach is back in season, lovely and fresh from the garden $3 a bunch
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1 each
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Thank yous:


We are most grateful to all Parishioners who give of themselves in
love to God and to their neighbour.



Thank you to all Parishioners for the significant increase in financial
giving over the past weeks.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who has donated $10,000 to the
Memorial Flower Fund.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who donate to the Memorial
Flower Fund.



Thank you to the Parishioners who arrange the beautiful flowers in
Church.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who has donated $10,000 to the
Parish.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who has donated $5,000 to
replace the fridge in the kitchen in the hall.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who have donated $13,690 to the
National Trust account.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who have donated $20,000 to the
Fire Protection System in the Church.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who has donated a beautiful new
Ciborium to the Parish.



Thank you to the kind people who have donated $15,500 for the new
shed for the Parish Pantry.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who pays for the lawn mowing.



Thank you to the team of dedicated Parishioners who maintain our
gardens.



Thank you to the dedicated team of Parishioners who prepare and
serve refreshments for us.
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Thank you to the team of dedicated Parishioners who serve at the
Parish Pantry.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who pick up bread for the Parish
Pantry.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who donate to the Parish Pantry.



Thank you to Fr. Michael, Rosemary, Brian, David, the Choir, and
Bailey for the sublime Choral Evensong before the RSCM mid-winter
dinner.



Thank you to David, the Choir, Fr. Michael, and Bailey for ensuring
that we are able to worship God in the beauty of holiness every week
through the offering of beautiful music and hymns.



Thank you to David who prepares our Orders of Service every week.



Thank you to Brian who sets up the Church for our worship every
week.



Thank you to our Welcomers, Sacristan, Servers, Acolytes, Readers,
and Intercessors who help to make our worship of God so beautiful
every week.



Thank you to the kind Parishioner who prepares the rosters for our
Readers and Intercessors.



Thank you to our Bell Ringers who faithfully call us to worship each
week.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who prepare our Intercessions
every week.



Thank you to our dedicated Ministry Team for their dedication in
serving God and the Parish.



Thank you to the Parish Council and Wardens for their dedication in
serving God and the Parish.



Thank you to the Trustees of Blacket House for their diligence.



Thank you to Yvonne who looks after our Archives.



Thank you to Caroline who co-ordinates the administrative life of the
Parish.



Thank you to Margot for overseeing our financial affairs.



Thank you to Sheryl who organizes the recital series.



Thank you to Barbara and Karen for organizing the Community
Choir.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who edit and publish The Epistle.



Thank you to Consort 8 for the splendid concert to mark the
Sesquicentenary of the Parish (that was postponed last year due to
the lock down).



Thank you to Lee who cleans for us every week.



Thank you to the kind Parishioners who made and hung the new
curtains in the hall.



Thank you to URM who collect our rubbish for free every week.



Thank you to our Federal Member for Reid, Sally Sitou MP, for her
tribute to the Parish in a speech that she recently made in Federal
Parliament.



Thank you to our State Member for Strathfield, Jason Yat-sen Li MP,
for his support of the Parish as we seek the well-being of our
community.



Thank you to our Mayor, Cr. John Faker, for his support for the Parish
as we seek the well-being of our community.



Thank you for the untold acts of kindness, love, and care that take
place day by day, week by week.



Thank you to the trading table team for their hard word and
dedicated service in raising funds for the parish.



We have so much to be thankful for. Thanks be to God and thank you.
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A Message from The Rector
My Dear Friends,

period of time, we will do all that we
can to continue to achieve these
goals.

I sincerely hope that you are all well.

Despite the pandemic, we carry on in
I assure you of my love and prayers as faith and hope and love and try to
we live through these challenging
care for everyone and keep everyone
times. I thank God for each of you
safe.
and I pray that God will bless you
The Orchestral Masses for the
and keep you.
Sesquicentenary Celebrations and
What God is doing at St. Paul’s is
our Feast of Dedication were magnifiamazing. As so many Churches and
cent as is our worship of God week
Dioceses struggle, become inwardby week, month by month, year by
looking, and are dying, we are
year. We are truly blessed so that we
growing in faith and hope and love
might be a blessing to our communiand we are also swimming against
ty and world.
the tide in that we are incredibly genThe impact of the pandemic on our
erous to those in need (and this need
community:
will only grow) and despite the pandemic, inclement weather, war, and a Conditions are deteriorating daily in
struggling economy, we are actually Sydney as case numbers climb – but
they are relatively easy to measure:
seeing new people link up and become a part of our community of faith. the impact on people’s financial and
psychological health will be
We have so much to be thankful for.
enormous and long-lasting.
Thanks be to God.
All the way through the pandemic,
that has now been impacting on the
global community and each of our
lives for over two and a half years, I
have sought to keep everyone safe,
calm, connected to God, and
connected to each other. We have
done really well in achieving all of
these goals and, given that the
pandemic will be impacting on our
lives for probably an equivalent
10

We are seeing a surge in demand for
the Parish Pantry and we will
continue to help everyone who comes
to the Parish Pantry for help.
Looking to the future:
As opposed to over 70% of Parishes
in the Diocese, we are growing. People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more mature to undertake great things and
what might look foolish and weak to

the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is manifest.

We have God and we have each other and that is enough.
God has called us all together to:
1.

Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship;

2.

Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings;

3.

Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not;

4.

Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and

5.

Increase the spiritual health of the Parish.

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I hope that
you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial resources so that
all of this can be achieved.
We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are cared
for, particularly those in need, and we are most grateful to you for your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city where God has
set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7)
The impact of the pandemic on the Parish:
The extended nature of the pandemic has put significant pressure on the
Parish's finances as costs increase every year due to rising inflation. On current projections our deficit this year will be around $80,000 to $100,000 and
this can’t be allowed to happen as the Parish must make a surplus every year.
Remaining financially viable is crucial in ensuring that the Parish will remain
a liturgical, sacramental, pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish. There is
nothing to trim from the budget so we need to increase our giving.
I ask you to make your financial donations either via electronic fund transfer
or by cheque or by cash.
The St. Paul’s bank account details are:
Account name: St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood
BSB#: 032062
A/C #: 250028
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In response to God’s grace, love, and mercy we are seeing an outpouring of
generosity and graciousness within the Parish with so many giving of
themselves in love to God and to God’s people here at St. Paul’s and beyond.
Thanks be to God.
We give thanks to God for the amazing generosity of our Parishioners.
Thanks be to God
Many people volunteer their time to run the Parish Pantry (which sees more
and more people coming for help each week) and we have a dedicated
team of gardeners who ensure that our grounds and gardens are so beautiful
and welcoming. Thanks be to God.
Our worship of God each week is enriched through the gift of talents that our
Bell Ringers, our Choir, our Organists, our Sacristan and Servers, our Flower
Arrangers, those who prepare our Intercessions, those who read, those who
welcome, and all who serve and participate in the Services give so that we
might worship God in the beauty of holiness. Thanks be to God.
Our Ministry Team serve God and this Parish remarkably well and we are
blessed to have such a competent and loving team of faithful people who
guide and lead us in worship, mission, pastoral care, and prayer. Thanks be
to God.
Our Wardens and Parish Council serve God and the Parish wonderfully as
we see, by God’s grace, an extraordinary period of growth and renewal at St.
Paul’s. Thanks be to God.
I extend my thanks to all who give so generously of their time, their talents,
and their finances to see God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and love grow
here at St. Paul’s and beyond.
Please hold the Parish, Ministry Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and me in
your prayers as we trust God to guide and lead us and to protect and provide for us as we journey on in faith and hope and love.
In the midst of these disruptions and challenges, we will continue to keep
everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. We will
continue to love God and our neighbour. We will continue to upgrade our
facilities (recent projects include the new sandstone floor and mosaic in the
Bell Tower Porch, solar panels on the Hall, new curtains in the Hall, fire
12

security for the Church, a cool room
for the Parish Pantry, more kneelers
for the Church, and more bags for the
Parish Pantry, all made possible by
the amazing generosity of our Parishioners and community towards the
Parish and Parish Pantry). We will continue to care for all who are struggling
and come for help from the Parish
Pantry.

liturgical, sacramental, pastoral,
outward-looking, and caring Parish
for centuries to come and I thank you
most sincerely for your part in this
wonderful journey that God has called
us to share.

Final Prayer:

Peace,
Fr. James.

Please be sure of my prayers for you
and your families and friends as we
live through these disrupted times.
We know that nothing can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord so we need not fear anything
in life or death – certainly not the
pandemic. It is a matter of following
the appropriate health advice and
getting on with life despite the
disruption and challenges.
We turn to God in prayer:
In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love,
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
I believe that part of what God has in
store is that, by God’s grace, we
ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a

May you know God’s peace at this
time.
With my love and prayers.

Parish Prayer List
At St Paul’s, we pray by name for
people who have either asked for
our prayers or for whom someone
else has made a request. This list is
updated every 3 months or when
we receive a new request. Some
names are on our list on a longterm basis while others reflect a
more immediate need and are
short term.
From this Sunday, we will only be
reading the names on the
short-term list in the services but
the whole list will still be included
in the printed prayers for
parishioners to use throughout the
week. The full list of names will be
read in our midweek service.
Names can be added to or
removed from the lists at any time.
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How Shall We Think of God
- A writing by our Parishioner Barry Brandy
The title of the address is “How Shall We Think of God” the text is taken
from Psalms 104 ‘O’Lord My God you are very great’
Some people are born with inbuilt faith in the fact of God. It seems
logical that behind everything that exists there is a power, a purpose and a
plan that is proceeding.
So called atheists are not really atheists when it comes down to the very
nitty gritty. One day a man looked up at the sky and said “There is no God,
the bible is collection of fairy tales and myths, there is nothing when we
die.” The very same day his only son was taken seriously ill and the same
man was heard to cry out in an anguished tone “Oh God Save my Son”.
It is possible for a person to be talked into atheism or to be read into
atheism but a faith in the fact of God remains.
I would like you to endeavour to paint a picture on the screen of your
imagination and come back with me in time and faith to when a young man
lived upon this Earth a long time ago.
Can you see now in imagination faith a little land on the other side of the
world called Palestine and can you see a young man who seems to possess
a glow. He is surrounded by 12 hardy and courageous men who were
prepared to die and, some did die for their faith and loyalty to him.
Can you see them now? They are walking along a dusty road. At the side of
the road are 10 lepers, suffering from the dreadful disease of leprosy. Their
cries can be heard “Unclean, unclean” as the law requires them to do so.

Jesus and his men stopped and Jesus leans over the men and cures them of
their disease. One man came back to thank Jesus and Jesus said “Were
there not 10 cleansed? Where are the other nine?” and Jesus moves on
further with his men.
There is a funeral procession coming along the street and in the coffin is a
young boy. He is the only son of his widowed mother. Jesus goes over to the
casket and raises the young man back to life and Jesus hands him back to
14

his mother alive and well, Jesus moves on further with his men.

How Shall We Think of God? I consider that we should think of God in 2
aspects. Firstly, he is the God of the infinite and the God of the infinitesimal, in other words he is the maker and creator of the large and friend of
the very tiny. He created the vast world and this immeasurable universe
with its stars, sun, moon and planets. This is an amazing world in which we
live.
The Sun is 10 times larger than Earth and the power to burn us to cinders,
so delicately adjusted that the rays can fall upon a sleeping baby’s face
and that baby doesn’t even waken.
This planet Earth is spinning not exactly up or down but at an angle of 21
degrees. If it were at an angle of 22 degrees would freeze to death. It is
estimated that number of stars in the universe are equal to the number
grains of sand on all the seashores of the world. God is personally
responsible for all of this.
Do you know that in a large forest no two leaves on a tree are the same? No
two people are the same. For example, no one would mistake you for me
and you would probably say thank goodness for that.
You are a special creation of God and so am I.
One day a Methodist Minister received a phone call from his Doctor. He
said, Frank there is a man in the Marine PDE Hospital Manly, he is very
sick. He is dying of cancer and I think the last time he was in Church was
when he was married. So, Frank paid John a visit. Now John had been a
very successful businessman. He was one of the founding members of the
St George Building Society. He had been big man but through his sickness
had become very small.
Frank said “You know John, we have all done wrong and the bible says that
the soul that sins shall die but don’t worry because God has done
something about this. God has made provision for our salvation” Frank
went on to talk about forgiveness of sin, a beautiful relation with a loving
God and when our life upon this Earth is over, a place by his side in his
home for all eternity.
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Each week Frank paid John a visit and each time Frank spoke about this
gift of eternal life. On one occasion he said to John “I have something in
mind.” He had a lifesaver, John held out his thin little white hand and he
accepted the lifesaver. Now said Frank “This is not mine anymore
because I gave it to you. You can say to me I won’t be bothered, or you can
say to me that I will accept the gift”
John said I will accept the gift. “Hold my hand and close your eyes and
repeat after me” Said Frank. “O’ Lord I am a sinner, I need your salvation. I
wish to accept this salvation that Jesus paid upon the cross. He paid at
such a high price and I now accept his freely.”
John died shortly after and Frank conducted his funeral service and Frank
said when he leaves this world he will be meet John and he is pretty sure
that John will come up and say thank you for coming to see me at the
Marine Hospital, thank you for explain about the gift of salvation that Jesus
purchased for me upon the cross and here I am with you to enjoy for all
eternity. All the fruits and pleasures that await the children of God.
How shall we think of God”

He is the God of the infinite; he is the God of the infinitesimal. He is King,
he is kind, he is forgiving ad he loves you as if you were the only one upon
the Earth. I believe if you were the only one that lived upon the earth that
Jesus would have come just the same. So great was the divine love for you.
Today the great God is willing to receive you just like John to receive the
gift of life which is life indeed.
Let us bow our heads in prayer.
We pray that there may be some who wish to be received into your
Kingdom, may they now pass through the portals of Jesus Christ, their
Lord and stand before the throne of grace with a crown, sceptre and a
song and a robe. And may we who have loved you and followed you all
these years wish to renew our vows of loyalty and friendship to you. For
we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen
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Fire Protection System in
the Church
St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW
Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help
meet half of the cost of a state of the
art fire protection system in the
Church.
We need to raise the other $20,000
to match this grant to ensure that
St. Paul’s is protected from any risk
of fire. This state of the art system
includes fire brigade monitoring
that will not be set off by candles
burning and using incense in our
Services.
Donations can be made to the
National Trust Account which are tax
deductable.

and label with National Trust
donation and include your name for
your receipt and an address to post
it to. Thank you.
We are seeking to ensure that the
entire precinct (that is, the Church,
the Rectory, the Hall, and the
grounds) is refurbished and
maintained to the highest standard
and your help is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.

CHURCH FIRE SYSTEM
Our goal to finish paying for the Fire
System is to raise $40,800. We are
half way there having raised $20,200.
This is terrific.
$40,800

Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW)
St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with
bank account details:

20,200

Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney
NSW
Please contact Pam for more details
or place a donation in an envelope
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry

AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account details:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory:$6750
≈ Parish Pantry:$120
≈ Donation from Consort 8: $900
≈ St Matthew Zababdeh:$1000
≈ Fire Protection System: $100
≈ National Trust Account Donation:
$10
TOTAL OF GIVING:$8,880.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the Rector
and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to be used at
their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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The new shed for Parish Pantry storage
This week has seen the
arrival and erection of the new shed for
Parish Pantry storage. It won’t be long before we have it decked out with
storage shelves and lighting. Then we will start filling it up with food from
the Rectory. We have been storing stuff in Fr James home for
several years now so it will be nice to be able to give him back his home.
This shed has been donated by a very generous person and we are very
grateful to him.
All the rest like lighting and electricity and a step ladder etc will be
bought from the $500 donation from Breakfast Point Rotary Club.
We are very grateful to everyone who has helped us in this. New venture.
Thank you from the Parish Pantry Team
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
With the current cost of living and food shortages, we are now
spending in excess of $600 per week.
Hands and Feet supply us with fruit and vegetables. But this
costs us $200 per week. Our thanks to the community Choir
who are now picking up the tab for this.
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
“On earth as it is in heaven”: Embracing human
creatureliness in a climate change world - By Norman Wirzba
We are living in a time when the world’s stability and dependability — its
overall amenability — can no longer be taken for granted. The unrelenting news of fires and floods, heatwaves and droughts, pandemic and disease, and social unrest and inequity is prompting more and more people
to dream of leaving earth to find a better, more hospitable, place somewhere else. Some very rich individuals, but also national governments,
are investing billions of dollars to engineer a “better” home far, far away.
They are building rockets and drawing plans to terraform planets millions of miles beyond our solar system, and they are designing the whole
-body prosthetics to match these stellar environments.
It isn’t hard to find Christians who sympathise with these efforts, since
they represent a techno-version of the spiritual quests Christians have
been advocating for centuries. The logic at work in these forms of spirituality goes something like this: this earth is but a temporary, often deficient and frustrating, abode, which is why it is best to make plans to leave
it all behind. Don’t get too attached to any earthly place, because our ultimate and fully satisfying destination is to be with God in a heaven that is
far, far away.
Both the techno and spiritual versions of other-worldly escape are massive mistakes. They are deeply confused and practically dangerous. They
deny, even despise, the creaturely conditions of human embodiment, and
they go against the grain of what scripture has to say about heaven and
earth. The (often understandable) desire to depart from this earth needs
to be resisted because it is a desire that is the exact opposite of God’s. To
appreciate why I think this way, it helps if we begin at scripture’s end.
For a great number of Christians, the end of scripture comes as a shock.
More exactly, it comes as a huge disappointment. The confounding issue
has nothing to do with the strange symbolism and the violent imagery
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that punctuates much of the book of Revelation. It is that they don’t get to
go somewhere else after they die. They don’t get to join with a God who
lives somewhere far, far away in an otherworldly, ethereal heaven.
The reason John gives is simple: God is coming down to earth to make a
permanent and divine home with mortals. Forget about escaping this
earth and your embodied life. God wants to dwell here, in the diverse
places of this world, with you, with everyone, forever, transforming sorrow into joy. If John is to be believed, the direction and the destination of
many of many well-travelled spiritual quests have it exactly wrong. Forget about going “up and away”. Go “down and among”, because that is
where God is and where the love of God is at work. Imagine the look of
horror when people venturing up encounter the God who is venturing
down.
John’s vision shouldn’t surprise us, since scripture has been saying from
the beginning that one of the best names for God is Emmanuel — “Godwith-us”. Starting with the Garden of Eden, when God kisses the soil and
steadily (and abidingly) breathes into it the life that animates all flesh,
and then continuing with God’s covenant fidelity to the land and all its
creatures, God has never abandoned or left creation behind. This is why
early Christians proclaimed that God’s reconciling ways were not reserved only for people, but for all things in heaven and on earth. The
teaching of scripture over and over again is not that God despises and
abandons creation, but that God loves and makes everything new.
From a theological point of view, God’s departure from earth would
amount to a contradiction. Why? Because creatures and created places
are the material expressions of God’s love. Every creature — whether a
raspberry shoot, a nightingale, a bumblebee, a school teacher, or a meandering stream — is God’s love variously made visible, audible, tactile,
fragrant, and nutritious. For God to abandon creatures, or worse yet, to
delight in their destruction, would be for God to detest God’s own love.
The crucial point to remember is that creatures are not simply the object of God’s love. They are the material means of God’s love, and the
embodied sites where God’s power is revealed and made active.
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A failure of incarnational nerve

Another way to frame all of this is to say that Christians have been badly
served by forms of spirituality that encourage people to look “up and
away”. It isn’t hard to appreciate why this kind of spirituality has been attractive for so long to so many. The lives of countless people have been
miserable, if not excruciating, and often beset with numerous kinds of
suffering and violation. While it is true that our (most often youthful)
bodies can experience pleasures and ecstasies, these are fleeting, and
eventually eclipsed by disease and debility and the many frustrations of
aging. This is why Socrates still stands in our imaginations as a spiritual
hero: he understood that embodiment is the site of unending pain and
trouble, and so advocated for the soul’s separation from its body and its
ascent to an immaterial heaven far above this earth.
The ministries of Jesus stand in the starkest contrast to the teachings of
Socrates. Jesus does not tell people to hang on and endure their suffering until they die, with death being the moment when everything is
made right. He does not tell them that the point of a faithful life is to escape their embodiment and this earth. Instead, he shows them how to
transform this life and this world by becoming participants in God’s creative and compassionate ways. When he encounters a hungering body,
he feeds it. When he touches a hurting and diseased body, he heals it.
When he sees people alienated, ostracised, or lonely, he befriends them.
In other words, Jesus does not tell people to look “up and away”; he tells
them to look “down and around”, and then learn to extend God’s lifegiving ways in the world by becoming agents of healing, feeding, reconciliation, and celebration.
One way to characterise the dysfunction of various expressions of a spiritual life is to say that they suffer from a failure of incarnational nerve.
People subscribing to these forms of spirituality don’t really believe that
the fullness of God dwelled bodily in Jesus (Colossians 1:15-23). They
can’t fully commit themselves to the care of this earth or make the care
of people’s bodies the fundamental and all-pervading priority, because
they think materiality and embodiment are problems to manage, if not
25

eradicate. The God who came to earth only came temporarily and in
part, because materiality and divinity cannot fully co-exist. What these
people forget is that just as Christ ascended bodily to be with the Father,
he will also descend bodily to be with us upon his return (Acts 1:11).
They don’t appreciate why Gnosticism and Docetism are the perennial
heresies of the church.
Giving up on heaven?
Does ministering “down and around” mean that we have to give up on
the idea of heaven? Not at all. What we need to give up is the terribly
confused and profoundly damaging idea that heaven is closed to embodiment, and that it is a destination far, far away from this earth. To
think that heaven is closed to embodiment is to reject the incarnation of
God in Jesus of Nazareth. To think that heaven is far, far away is to shortcircuit the Lord’s Prayer that asks for God’s will to be done on earth as it
is in heaven.
People are often confused about heaven because they think our entrance into it is primarily a matter of our transportation to another place
to be with God. According to this way of thinking, heaven can’t be here
because this life is so saturated with the horrors of prejudice, hatred,
and violence, but also the daily sufferings of deficiency, disease, and
death. This is why people have to wait until they die, because that is
when their souls can separate and escape to be with God somewhere
else. Heaven is the far-away, ethereal place where all the suffering associated with embodiment is gone forever.
This way of thinking, besides being un-scriptural and anti-incarnational,
is conceptually confused. Why should anyone think that a person’s
transport to another location will suddenly make everything better? Relocation to another place, no matter how wonderful it may be thought to
be, solves nothing if people bring to their new destination all the habits
of neglect, abuse, boredom, and violation. Given time, these people will
eventually destroy this heavenly paradise much like they destroyed this
created paradise called “earth”.
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The crucial issue concerning heaven is not about the matter of a person’s transportation to another place, but about that person’s transformation in whatever place they find themselves. In other words, to experience heaven, people do not need to go somewhere else first. Nor
do they have to wait until they die. Instead, they have to be transformed
by the power of God’s love so that they can participate here and now in
God’s life by sharing in God’s healing, feeding, reconciling, and celebrating ways. To experience heaven is to be in a place with others and
know that the only power animating all our actions is the power of
God’s love. That so many people experience this life to be hell on
earth is not because earth is awful or even evil. Life becomes hell
when the creative, life-giving, and life-nurturing love of God is degraded, despised, or thwarted.
Heaven has not ever been closed to embodiment or materiality. This is
what Christ’s incarnation and ascension teaches. It is only ever closed
to sin, since sin is the distorting and degrading power that violates and
frustrates the good life that God desires for every creature. If you want
to get to heaven, don’t pack your bags to go somewhere else. Learn instead to make your body a conduit that receives and extends God’s
love wherever you are.
Removing God from earth?
It is practically inevitable that when people are confused about heaven
that they will also be confused about earth. A spiritual focus “up and
away” means that Christians will mistake and forsake earth by not focusing “down and among”. Historically speaking, the confusion has
taken many forms. One of the most damaging happened when in the
early years of modernity theologians and church leaders decided that
this material world was the domain of scientists, while the spiritual
realm was the domain of the church. This relatively neat, if disastrous,
bifurcation rested on the mistaken assumption that this material world
was little more than “extended stuff” (res extensa, as Descartes termed
it) that followed its own “natural laws”. As scientists and philosophers
described this world as an amoral and fundamentally dead realm, it
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made suitable sense to locate God in the souls of people. The idea that
God is present to every creature as its intimate and animating breath
(Psalm 104), simply disappeared from view. The idea that this world and
its life are sacred evaporated.
This shift in understanding was momentous in its implications because
the removal of God from earth gave people whatever excuse they
needed to direct their spiritual energies away from the care of forests
and fields, birds and animals, city neighbourhoods and markets, and
transportation and energy systems. These earthly domains, rather than
being intrinsic elements in God’s drama of cosmic salvation, could now
be consigned to the brutalising logics of commodification and
profitability. The world, now believed to be dead and without sanctity,
could be opened to unending extraction and manipulation.
The science has changed. The idea that our world is valueless and dead,
mere stuff bumping around in a cold universe, simply can no longer be
maintained. As earth system scientists are telling us, we live in a highly
dynamic, responsive, living world in which the actions of creatures, not
least human creatures, can have world-altering significance. The idea
that people live above and apart from soil, water, and air — and all the
myriad large and small creatures that populate these domains — is a
fantasy. The well-funded effort to relocate (a few very rich) people to a
terra-formed planet in outer space is a destructive and evasive
delusion, because everything a person needs to live, ranging from the
microbiome in the soil to the oxygen-producing forests all around, is
here and nowhere else. Why spend billions of dollars trying to make
inhospitable planets hospitable — a project well beyond the reach of
any sane engineer — when our focus should be on healing and
nurturing the profoundly hospitable planet we have done so much to
degrade and destroy?
For the love of this world
It is time for theologies, and the spiritual quests they inspire, to change
too. Now more than ever before, Christians need to recover a love for
this earth and all its creatures. This not a new ambition or a boutique
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concern that (some) Christians may elect to take up when they have become bored with other more pressing matters. It is, instead, a call to participate in the eternal and intimate abiding of God-with-us as the One
who daily creates, nurtures, sustains, heals, and reconciles every creaturely life. Nothing can be more fundamental to a spiritual life than to
love God by loving the creatures and places that God loves and where
God is constantly at work.
The practical and ministry implications that follow from this commitment
are enormous. Think for a moment about how earth system scientists are
telling us that we live in an Anthropocene world. What they mean is that
(some) human beings have developed technologies, infrastructures, and
economic policies that now affect every life form on earth. There is no
place you can go, whether deep in the soils or high in our atmospheres,
where you will not find evidence of humanity’s prowess and power. The
presence of humans on earth has, in far too many instances, been a degrading and destroying presence. Rather than being ambassadors of the
good news that is to be proclaimed to every creature under heaven
(Colossians 1:23), or children of God who work to free creatures from the
bondage and futility to which they find themselves subjected (Romans
8:18-22), too many Christians have decided to wait it out and let the
world burn.
What would happen if Christians took John’s Apocalypse seriously, and
believed that God truly was descending to earth to dwell with mortals
forever? What if they believed heaven was not a place to escape to after
we die, but was instead this and every place transformed by God’s
creative, healing, and nurturing love?

A good way to frame our thinking and action is to ask: how would
people need to re-design and re-build our farms, cities, energy
infrastructures, school systems, food distribution networks, healthcare facilities so that God’s life-giving ways were effective in them? If the truly
great and enduring work is to participate with God in the healing of
every place and every creaturely life, then a focus on built environments
suddenly takes centre stage, because nothing is more important than to
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build a world where land, people, and fellow creatures live in peace, and
in the realisation of that peace bear witness to the God who has only ever
loved every aspect of this earthly life.
Norman Wirzba is the Gilbert T. Rowe Distinguished Professor of
Theology at Duke University, and Senior Fellow at Duke’s Kenan Institute
for Ethics. His most recent book is This Sacred Life: Humanity’s Place in a
Wounded World, from which this piece has been adapted.

Russia is restoring values to the world, asserts Patriarch
Kirill - By JONATHAN LUXMOORE
Ukrainian church leader dismisses his efforts to justify war
PATRIARCH KIRILL of Moscow has praised his country for helping to
restore values to the world. He spoke this week after a Ukrainian church
leader accused Russia’s “criminal government” of encouraging citizens
with Orthodox support to “get rich through plunder”.
“The nationalism disease can affect any nation, especially if their
spiritual immunity has been weakened by proud self-praise, at the cost
of historical memory and the ideals of good-neighbourliness, peacefulness, and mutual respect,” Patriarch Kirill told a military forum in Moscow,
on Monday.
“How important it is to prevent feelings of hatred, pride, and cruelty from
finding room in our hearts. . . Our people are achieving a difficult and very
responsible mission — returning values to the world which it seeks in its
madness to abandon.”
The Patriarch made his comments as Western leaders again appealed for
security arrangements at Ukraine’s nuclear plants; and Russia’s
representative at the UN, Gennady Gatilov, ruled out diplomatic talks to
end the war.
At another meeting with military personnel on Monday, Metropolitan
Pavel (Ponomarev) of Moscow, called for closer Church co-operation with
the Russian Defence Ministry. He said that many Orthodox clergy were
former army officers, aware of the need for strength and courage “not just
on the battlefield”, but also for “the fatherland’s spiritual security”.
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The head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, dismissed attempts to “justify aggressive war”. He
thanked the Pope and World Council of Churches (WCC)
for “condemning Russia’s military aggression.
“Twentieth-century history teaches that all those who start aggressive
wars lose them — that’s why it is so terrible to hear people today, even
religious people, justifying this,” Major Archbishop Shevchuk said in a
message on Sunday.
“Those coming to kill us and torture our people are from those regions of
Russia who have had any possibility of integral and just development stolen by the criminal Russian government. The only way to survive, to support their family and find a livelihood, the Russian authorities suggest, is
to go and kill.
“And today, recruiters of this kind are sadly scattered all over Russia,
even through the network of Orthodox churches. They are encouraged
with all kinds of terrible prizes to kill with impunity and get rich through
plunder.”

The exchange took place as fighting continued along a 1500-mile front
in eastern and southern Ukraine. There were civilian casualties in the
towns of Avdiivka, Bakhmut, Mykolaiv, Slovyansk, and Voznesensk from
intense shell fire.
In an address on Sunday in Rome, the Pope urged “closeness and
prayer” for “the dear Ukrainian people who are experiencing inhuman
cruelty”.
The US-based World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) called on Churches to
mark Ukraine’s Independence Day, on Wednesday, by praying for “an
end to the war, the loss of life, destruction and atrocities, and the
beginning of healing. . .
“As of now, there is still no end in sight for this war, as the Russian
government refuses to withdraw its forces and Ukraine must defend
itself. While the world may continue to look for weapons to bring about
peace and justice by force, we know that true and lasting peace can
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only be accomplished through unceasing prayers,” the WEA said in a
joint message with the European Evangelical Alliance.
The Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky urged Ukrainians to be
vigilant in advance of Independence Day celebrations, warning that
Moscow could “try to do something particularly disgusting, particularly
cruel”.
In a preparatory booklet for its 11th Assembly, which opens in Karlsruhe
on Wednesday of next week, the WCC said that the Assembly’s
objectives would include facilitating dialogue between Churches in
Ukraine, and fostering “reconciliation, unity, and peace-building”.
Religious leaders in Ukraine have offered the basements of churches,
convents, and seminaries as air-raid shelters for children in an effort to
reopen schools on 1 September. An RC priest in Kharkiv, Fr Nikolai Bielychev, told Vatican Radio that, despite this, a start to classes looked unlikely, because of continued Russian shelling and missile attacks.

To argue well about abortion, we must avoid simplistic
‘debate’ - By Denise Cooper-Clarke
“The plumbline doesn’t judge disagreement. But it does hold me and
each of us to account for how we disagree” – Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby in his presidential address to General Synod, 2015.
After the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade (1973) in
June 2022 and ruled that the US Constitution does not confer a right to
abortion, there was a flood of commentary on mainstream and social media, including here in Australia. Dobbs was a legal judgement about the
US Constitution, not a statement about the morality of abortion, yet most
of the commentary was directed at the moral, not the constitutional question. And much of it was extremely polarised.
This article does not address the morality of abortion as such, but the
way the arguments about it are conducted in public discourse.
In thinking through my unease with much of the social media
commentary, I was interested to explore what kind of arguments would
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be persuasive. That is, the arguments that might actually shift someone’s
thinking a little, or even change their minds. A friend recommended I
read Good Arguments by Bo Seo.
Because abortion is controversial, discussion about it is commonly
referred to as the “abortion debate”. But for a number of reasons debate
might not be the right framework. First, debate dichotomises views.
Debaters must adopt either a “Yes” or “No” position in relation to the
given topic, and a there is a winner and a loser. But in relation to abortion, most people’s views do not fit neatly into “Yes” and “No” categories. They might be “Maybe” or “It depends”. For example, one might
take the view that while abortion is generally immoral, it should not
generally be illegal. Or one may consider that abortion is more or less
morally justified depending on the circumstances, including how far the
pregnancy is advanced.
Second, debate is adversarial. We use the language of attacking and
defending. We conceive those with whom we disagree as opponents, or
even enemies. If our aim is victory at all costs, we risk dehumanising
“the other side” and may be tempted to use unscrupulous rhetorical
techniques such as misrepresenting their position.
An inquisitorial model would be more helpful in framing a nuanced
discussion of abortion, or any other complex and sensitive issue.
Suitable questions might include “Under what circumstances might a
Christian doctor be justified in performing a termination of
pregnancy?” and “What factors should a Christian couple take into
account when faced with a decision to terminate a pregnancy after a
diagnosis of foetal abnormality?”
On the other hand, according to Seo the principles of formal debate can
teach us a great deal about how to have good arguments. What he
means by a good argument is implicit in the subtitle of his book: How
Debate Teaches us to Listen and Be Heard.
In formal debate, the topic is agreed on by both sides. This avoids
people talking at rather than to each other. The topic must be clear and
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specific: “abortion” is too general. More specific topics would be “That
the Bible teaches that the life of a foetus is inviolable from the moment
of conception”, “That there should be no legal barriers to women accessing abortion in the first trimester”, “That danger to the mother’s life
or cases of rape and incest are the only valid moral reasons for abortion”, or “That unrestricted access to abortion is necessary for the
equality of women”.
It is important to listen carefully to those with whom we disagree to
identify exactly where the disagreement lies and where we have
common ground. For example, the disagreement may be about the
interpretation of specific texts such as Exodus 21: 22-25 or Psalm 139.
Or there may be agreement that these texts are ambiguous, but
disagreement about the implications of other biblical teaching for
abortion. Or we might agree that both the moral status of the foetus and
women’s welfare and autonomy are important moral considerations, but
disagree about how we balance these in particular situations.
If we genuinely wish to persuade those with whom we disagree we will
show respect for their moral convictions even when we disagree with
them, rather than “playing to the gallery” or “preaching to the choir”.
We will acknowledge qualifications and uncertainties. And we will not
impugn their motives or resort to insults or derision.
It is difficult for people to change their minds on significant moral issues. As well as using logical arguments, if we are to be persuasive we
need to demonstrate that we can be trusted to take the other person’s
views seriously, and that we are open ourselves to being persuaded.

Denise Cooper-Clarke is a medical ethicist and member of the Social
Responsibilities Committee of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne.
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‘Difficult … demanding’ yet
‘filled with peace and joy’:
Archbishop announces end
of tenure

unstintingly of themselves in
parishes, schools, Anglicare and
other mission agencies,” Dr
Aspinall said.

The Archbishop of Brisbane has
announced his resignation
following 21 years in the role.

“This Diocese has a very important
place in the Anglican Church of
Australia. The vision we have embraced to foster, articulate, embody
and promote a comprehensive
Anglicanism has never been more
important in the life of the national
church and in the international
Anglican Communion. May you all
go from strength to strength in that
mission,” he said.

The Most Reverend Dr Phillip
Aspinall AC announced he had
tendered his resignation on 29
August, effective as of 5pm on
2 February 2023.

Dr Aspinall said in the
announcement that it had been a
unique privilege to serve as
He assured readers of his prayers
Archbishop. He thanked readers for
for the future and in the search for
their support, prayers and
his successor.
collegiality.
Dr Aspinall also said he intended to
“Some of this ministry has been
take long service leave following
difficult, painful and demanding.
the diocesan ordinations on 3
At other times we have been filled
December 2022 until his
with peace and joy in Christ’s
resignation on 2 February.
service. In it all there has been a
The announcement came following
pervading sense of God’s grace,”
the recent establishment of the first
Dr Aspinall said.
parish of the Diocese of the SouthHe said a great deal had been
ern Cross in Southern Queensland.
achieved over the last 20 years,
Southern Cross Anglican Beenleigh
and much more remained to be
and Logan has met under the
done in a new chapter.
leadership of Reverend Peter
“I am extremely proud of and filled
Palmer, former Diocese of Brisbane
with gratitude for the team of
clergy member.
clergy and lay leaders who give so
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The Anglican split: why has sexuality become so important
to conservative Christians?
The newly formed “Diocese of the Southern Cross” has broken away from
the Anglican Church of Australia to form a denomination committed to a
highly conservative position on sexuality and marriage equality.
Global Anglican Futures Conference (GAFCON), the association
supporting the breakaway denomination, claim Anglican bishops “were
unable to uphold the Bible’s ancient teaching on marriage and sexual
ethics”, making their defection necessary.
One question Australians, the majority of whom support marriage
equality, may ask is – why is sexuality such a significant issue for the
Christians who have left to form this group, and many conservative
Christians generally?
According to GAFCON, the answer is “orthodoxy”. In the sense used
here, orthodoxy refers to “right teaching” (this is broader than the word’s
more specific meaning in Eastern Orthodox Christianity). Permitting
anything other than heterosexual relations or marriage, GAFCON argues,
is a departure from Christianity’s long-held orthodox stance.
However, this understanding of orthodoxy is not “ancient teaching”, but
new.
The claim that sexuality has always been central to Christianity is shaky
Historically, Christian orthodoxy had nothing to do with sexuality.
The first time there was a need for Christians to define orthodoxy was in
the late third century. Around this time, a renegade priest named Arius
began teaching that Jesus Christ was an important human being, but not
the divine Son of God.
Beginning with the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE, seven Ecumenical
Councils of the church were convened in order to establish the orthodox
“doctrines and dogmata” – theological statements and principles – about
the nature of God and Jesus.
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The formal statements of belief were orthodox because they concerned
what might be called Christianity’s “logic of salvation” – how humanity
was saved from sin and death by Jesus.
“Heresy”, or false teaching, was perceived as a threat to the faith’s
existence.
Not only is the claim that sexuality is central to Christian orthodoxy
dubious, but it’s not certain same-sex sexuality has always been
condemned by the church. Bible scholars such as William Loader and
Heather R. White call into question the interpretation of Biblical passages
that conservative Christians claim exclude same-sex sexuality.
Historians like John Boswell, Judith C. Brown, and Mark D. Jordan have
shown that while same-sex sexuality was at times prohibited, at other
times it was tolerated and even celebrated over the course of Christian
history.
So the argument that sexuality has always been central to Christian
orthodoxy is shaky. Yet, it seems that for some conservative Christians,
this view of sexuality has become more important than doctrines that
really are central to orthodoxy, traditionally understood.
So why is sexuality so important to conservative Christians now?
This leaves us with our initial question unanswered – why is sexuality so
important for this group of Christians now?
One answer is to be found in the work of the 20th century French academic Michel Foucault.
Foucault was fascinated by how certain ways of understanding and
speaking about the world actually shape what we can see and say – making some things very visible and important, while other things become
invisible and impossible.
Foucault called this “discourse”, which for him had a broader meaning
than our everyday usage. He argued discourse was more than words or
discussion on a topic. Discourse includes that, but also the practices,
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language, techniques and overall conditions that produce the acceptable “truth” in relation to something.
In The History of Sexuality, Foucault argued sexuality was the discourse
of sex, or the set of conditions that create the acceptable “truth” concerning sex. He observed two such discourses, both emerging in the
mid-19th century.
The first was concerned with classifying sexual practices in order to declare some healthy and normal, and others wrong or requiring
“treatment”.
The second was a “reverse discourse”, opposed to the criminalisation
of homosexuality and promoting sexual freedom.
Conservative Christians tend to align with the first discourse, firmly
holding that same-sex sexuality is opposed to God’s “truth” of sex. In
fact, being the ones who have the authority to say what is and is not the
“truth” of sexuality has become a marker of who is “really” Christian. As
Church of England priest and educator Mark Vasey-Saunders puts it,
“an issue that had never featured in any evangelical basis of faith came
to represent the definitive mark of authentic Christian identity”.
The conflict that has led to the Diocese of the Southern Cross breaking
away from the Australian Anglican church isn’t based on ancient
teachings, as the new group claim. The ancient meaning of “orthodoxy”
had nothing to do with sexuality, but concerned matters related to the
nature of God and Christian salvation.
The position of the new denomination is the result of a modern
discursive conflict over the “truth” of sex. The fact that sexuality has
become central in a way it never has been before helps explain why
this group decided it was important enough to leave their former
church. It couldn’t be more important, as in this new “orthodoxy” the
cost of giving ground is ceasing to be truly Christian at all.
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A Perfect Christian
A Poem by by Joanna Fuchs
You could count on a perfect Christian
To always be gentle and humble,
To be immune to sin,
And never, ever stumble.
He’d study and remember
All of God’s commands;
He’d be trustworthy, moral and honest;
You’d know just where he stands.
With others, she’d be in harmony;
She’d never lose her cool;
Forgiving and forgetting,
Following the Golden Rule.
He’d surrender his life to God,
Full of joy and peace,
Free of stress and worry…
Perfect, pure release.
She’d lift up everyone,
Full of sweet compassion,
Free of worldly wants,
Ignoring worldly fashion.
But we can’t ever be perfect,
So we always need to pray
For the strength to do our best
To love God and obey.
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Christmas and January Services times
Our Christmas Eve Service (‘Midnight Mass’)
will be at 9.30 p.m. and our Christmas Day
Service will be at 9.00 a.m. After Christmas
there will be just the one Service on Sundays in
January at 9.00 a.m. with refreshments available after the Service. This
will be the pattern until the Choir returns on Sunday the 29th of January
when we will revert to our 8.00 a.m. Said Eucharist and our 9.30 a.m.
Choral Eucharist.



Jeremiah 18.1-11; Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18;
Philemon 1.1-25; Luke 14.25-35

Today we read St Luke’s account of Jesus
addressing the crowd about the cost of being a
disciple. Not only does it require forethought
and detailed planning, like a person preparing
to build a tower, but it also requires detachment from both family and possessions. That is not to say that relationships and material objects are bad in themselves, but that they can be
distractions from the mission Jesus has for each one of us. How can we,
as individuals and as a Church, leave those things behind that hinder
our ability to be ardent disciples of Jesus?


Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life, help me to leave
anything that gets in the way behind, so that I can follow your path
and bring others to you.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of
Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2022
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INDOORS
BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR @ ST PAULS
PRESENT
IN THE NAME OF MUSIC
A MUSICAL MELANGE
Please come and support your community
In the Hall on THURSDAY SEPT. 15 at 6.30pm
PLEASE COME AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS
HELP TO MAKE THIS AN ENJOYABLE EVENING FOR ALL
SUPPORT YOUR CHOIR – THEY WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU - AND HELP
TO RAISE FUNDS TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH PANTRY

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS
We would love some new members to join us in October starting with the
Christmas program. We rehearse on a Tuesday evening at
5.30 - 6.30 pm and finish in time for everyone to be home for dinner.
Karen Carey is our Conductor and Barbara Stone our Director.
If you are interested, please talk to Barbara after the 9.30am service on
Sundays or email her at
barbarastoneam@gmail.com
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Street Stall - Further Fundraising
Saturday 24th September 9am -1pm
Street Stall at the front of the church
Selling Jams, Marmalades, Butters, Chutneys, plants, cakes, biscuits,
bric-a-brac
Help needed with setting up, selling, putting away.
Cooking Cakes/biscuits needed

Please contact Pam to offer help on the day as well as offer to make
cakes/biscuits for sale.

Parish Christmas Luncheon

A Christmas luncheon is being booked for Sunday 27th November at
12noon in the Parish Hall.
The last Christmas luncheon was in 2019 and we had the smallest
number of parishioners attending (57). Let’s hope we can have more
attending this year.
Please keep the date free. More details will be published shortly.
All enquiries to Pam Brock
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OUTDOORS …
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Wordsworth & Maskell Pipe Organ Recital
Sunday, 18 September 2022 at 3pm
St Luke’s Anglican Church
11 Stanmore Road, Enmore
Well-known to Sydney audiences, St Luke’s is delighted to welcome
Heather Moen-Boyd to perform, at last, a recital to mark the final stage in
the restoration of the Church’s unique 1883 Wordsworth & Maskell Pipe
Organ. From Mozart to Mendelssohn, whose works were performed at
the instrument’s 1884 recital, the performance will include butterflies and
cuckoos for the Spring Equinox and the Great Gate of Kyiv.
2023 Emerging Young Organists Series funds raised at this recital will
be used to support a series of recitals commencing in 2023 by young and
emerging organ scholars and organists.
Entry $10 ($5 all concessions), including programme note (EFTPOS or
cash) with light refreshments to follow.
Access easily accessible by public transport, limited on-site parking.
Parking available in local streets or at the Inner West Council car park in
Edgeware Road (near the intersection of Enmore and Stanmore Roads) see link to the Inner West Council website for details:
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/live/information-for-residents/parking/
council-car-parks
Post-modern manners please sit à la distance as indicated by J S Bach,
a mask worn to cover the mouth and nose de rigueur, non-attendance if
you feel unwell or have cold or flu-like symptoms.
RSVP OrganatEnmore@gmail.com preferred or come as you are.
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 4th September 2022
Pentecost 13 Year C
[Celebrant] Let us bring our prayers for the church and the world to our
loving God, confident that he will hear us.
Gracious God, bring wisdom, tolerance and understanding to all Christian
leaders that your church across the globe will be a beacon of love and peace,
united in its mission to overcome the challenges of this world. In the Anglican
cycle of prayer, we ask for your blessing on the Anglican Church of Australia
and particularly on Geoffrey our Primate and on all its bishops and clergy. We
give thanks for Fr Daniel’s ministry to us this morning and in the parish of
Christ Church St Laurence. May it bear much fruit in your service. Draw us
together as we seek to further your kingdom in our own community. We give
thanks for Fr James and the ministry team and for Caroline and Margot for
their dedicated work in the office. Guide them and bless them, O Lord.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Gracious God, you have called us to be one, to live in unity and harmony, and
yet we are divided: divided by faith, by age, by gender, by social status, by
ethnicity. Make us open to others so that we can be agents of change,
bringing people together. Bring peace to our suffering world, particularly
between Ukraine and Russia, Gaza and Israel and within Afghanistan,
Myanmar and other areas where civil unrest and conflict threaten the lives of
the innocent.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Gracious God, you have blessed us richly in this beautiful, ancient land. Make
us more careful stewards of its bounty. Bring wisdom to our elected leaders at
all levels of government and make them mindful of the need to serve all areas
of the community, making decisions without fear or favour and for the good of
all people. On this Fathers’ Day, we remember all fathers and grandfathers
and all who take on the fathering role. Give them wisdom and patience and
bless them as they undertake this vital role. We particularly remember those
who are separated from their children or grandchildren or who are finding it
difficult to provide for them.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
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Gracious God, remember this day in your mercy all those who are suffering or
in any trouble, and those who minister to them; all who are lonely, tempted, or
afraid; and the forgotten ones whom you alone know. Lord of all mercy, in this
Eucharist you set aside our sins and heal our broken lives: grant that we may
help bring healing to others. We bring before you those on our parish prayer
list and others known to us asking for your healing power in their lives:
Margery Foss, Jane & Warwick Roden; Martin de Vries, Peter Ying and Joyce
Bannister, Barry Brandy, John Burns, June Cameron, Elsie Dunnam, Malcolm
Green, Enid Kell, David Morgan, Graham Norman, Sally Palmer, Michelle
Phillips, Diane Smith, Peter Sorensen, Sylvia, Daphne Storey, Jean Storey, Bob
Woods and Bill Whittle.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer
Gracious God, we give thanks for all those who have died in faith and now
rejoice in your presence on a further shore, remembering the New Guinea
Martyrs especially at this time. We continue to pray for Fr Alister Palmer and
Bob Brazier and for those who have their year’s mind at this time George
Spence, Irene Young, Laurence Bell, Linda Lane, Evan Greenwood, Hilda Kelly,
Bruce Durham, Joyce Mack and Ilma Sheather. Draw them to yourself and
grant them the peace that passes all understanding. We praise you Lord for
the communion of saints and for the glorious hope of the resurrection to
eternal life.
[Celebrant] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion - It is held every Wednesday at 10.30am in the
Chapel of our Lord's Passion.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Thursday 8th September - Birth of Mary, Mother of the Lord
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Phone
Post
Website
Rector
Senior Assistant Priest

9747 4327
PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805
www.stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr James Collins OAM
rector@stpaulsburwood.org.au
Fr Michael Deasey OAM

Honorary Priest

Fr Jim Pettigrew

Lay Minister

Ms Rosemary King

Director of Music
Parish Organist
Organ Scholar
Captain of the Bell Tower

Sacristan
Rector’s Warden

Mr David Russell
Michael Deasey FRSCM
Bailey Yeates
Mrs Pam Brock

Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS
Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664

People’s Wardens

Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113
Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619

Office Secretary

Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid)
0ffice@stpaulsburwood.org.au
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