Welcome to worship
Sunday 5th June 2022
Pentecost Day - (Last Sunday of Easter/ Whitsunday)
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist on every Wednesday
ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
south door.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming

Bible Readings
for Today
Acts 2.1-21
Ps 104.26-36
Romans 8.14-17
John 14.8-17 (25-27)

Year C

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31
Ps 8
Romans 5.1-5
John 16.12-15
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already been in contact with the
lips of others, with all the best
us at Communion
intentions in the world, the fingers
of those who dip often come in
There is a wide diversity in how
contact with the wine. Disease can
Anglicans prefer to receive the
bread and wine at Holy Commun- spread more easily through the
ion; some stand, others kneel, most hands than through the lips, making this method the most unhyreceive the wafer in the hand, a
gienic. In addition, the Prayer Book
few wish to have it put on the
directs that all consecrated wine
tongue. Most like to guide the
Chalice to their lips, others like to must be consumed before it
take it into their hands, while oth- leaves the Church, meaning that
someone, usually the Chalice Asers prefer not to touch it at all.
sistant or the Celebrant, has to
None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican drink the left-over wine that has
had multiple contacts with hands.
diversity.

Everyone is invited to join

For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask
you not to dip your bread into the
wine. If you are uncomfortable
receiving from the Common Cup
the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread only.
Judging by the number of people
who do it, many must imagine that
not receiving the Chalice to the
lips but dipping the wafer or bread
into the cup (called intinction) is a
more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the
wine they are dipping into has
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In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to
dip if one has sore lips or has a
cold, but the consensus of the
Church is that taking only the
bread is fully participating in
Communion.

Vespers at Cardinal
Freeman Village
Today, Sunday 5th June at 4pm,
a service of Vespers for
Pentecost will be held in
The Chapel Of The Good
Shepherd, Cardinal Freeman
Village, 137 Victoria St,
Ashfield .

News from St Paul’s …
Welcome to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
welcome you to worship with us at
St Paul’s.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

•

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
Eucharist



QR check-in are no longer
required at places of worship.

The Greeting of Peace will
continue as a reverent bow to those
one is seated close to. Communion
will be administered at the
communion rail and directions will be
provided in the order of service.
Everyone is welcome to come to our
Morning tea. You no longer need to
sign-in. We will still observe all
relevant hygiene protocols .
As the situation changes with
reference to the government’s
directives, we will review matters at
that point in time.

People are quite free to decide not to
attend Church or any event if they do
not feel comfortable doing so. All risk I am truly grateful to all those who,
management procedures will be
over the past months, have helped us
scrupulously attended to.
to remain connected to God and to
From Saturday 18th of February 2022, each other through this
pandemic. Thank you for your
singing and dancing is permitted.
loving Service of God and of God’s
The following rules also applies:
people at St Paul’s and beyond.


Density limits no longer apply



Anyone can attend a wedding,
funeral or place of worship.





You are not required to be fully
vaccinated or show proof of your
vaccination status.

I hold you and our community,
nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and
surround you at this time.
Fr James

Face masks are no longer
required for indoor premises.
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Celebrate Pentecost Sunday today
In John 14: 25-27 we read that Jesus said:

I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
As we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, may you experience God's
peace in the depths of your being.

What is Whitsunday and why is it celebrated?
The first Pentecost marked the beginning
of the Christian church as an official,
meaningful movement
While Pentecost may not be as widely known
or celebrated as Christmas and Easter,
Pentecost is one of the most significant dates
of the Christian calendar.
The festival, commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the
disciples following the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.
The biblical account describes how the apostles, who were gathered to
celebrate the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, began to talk in foreign
tongues, leading the massed onlookers to assume that they were drunk.
However, Saint Peter explained that the disciples were inspired by the
Holy Spirit and preached the first Christian sermon, prompting the
conversion and baptism of 3,000 people.
This first Pentecost marked the beginning of the Christian church as an
official, meaningful movement, so the celebration is widely considered
the birthday of Christianity.
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Why is the festival called
Pentecost? When is it
celebrated?

How is it celebrated?

Between 1871 and 1978 the festival
was marked by a UK bank holiday
The festival’s name comes from the on Whit Monday, the day after Whit
Greek word ‘Pentekostos’, meaning Sunday, before it was replaced by
’50’.
the current Spring Bank Holiday on
the last Monday of May. However,
It is celebrated on the seventh
Pentecost Monday is still a public
Sunday after Easter, which today
holiday in many European
we refer to as the last Sunday of
countries, such as France, Germany
Easter, marking 50 days since the
and Belgium.
final Sabbath of Passover, and so
falls on a different date each year. Within Christianity the day is still
popular for baptisms, while some
Why is it also known as Whitsun?
churches hold Whit Walks. Folk
While ‘Pentecost’ is more widely
traditions such as cheese rolling
used, in the UK, traditionally the
and morris dancing also have
church has referred to the
long-standing associations with
celebration as ‘Whitsun’, or ‘
Whitsunday in England.
Whit Sunday’. It is only referred to
For us today Pentecost is a time for
as Pentecost once in the BCP 1662.
renewal and acknowledgement of
It is believed that the name comes the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
from Pentecost being a day for
into our lives, to reflect again on
baptisms, when participants would the promises made at our own
dress in white.
Baptism and that we confirmed at
‘Whitsun’ is also thought to derive our Confirmation – to live our lives
as the sons and daughters of our
from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘wit’,
loving God. May Pentecost be a
meaning ‘understanding’, to
celebrate the disciples being filled time of committing ourselves anew
with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. to the service of our Lord Jesus
Christ and His kingdom. Praise be
to God for the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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Flowers as a Memorial
Decorating our church with flowers is
one way to remember a loved one or in
thanksgiving for a special event. If you
would like to give flowers in memory of
a loved one, or as an offering of
thanksgiving please contact Judith
Laurence the week prior to the date
at judealaurence@gmail.com or on
0438041726 and contact Caroline in the
parish office to arrange the
wording of the memorial notice in the
pew bulletin.

Winter Fundraiser
The seasonal lunches will return with a ‘Winter Warmer’ soup lunch
The seasonal fundraiser lunch is on Sunday 26th June in the small hall
after the 9.30am service at 11.45am. It will be Soup/Slice. The tickets
will be $10 each if purchased in advance or $12 on the day. These will
be available from Andrew Connelly after the 8am service or Pam after
the 9.30am service. Keep the date free and get your tickets now!
We would appreciate help with donations of soups and slices. Please let
Pam know if you can assist in any way and what you can donate.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BILL!
Our warmest best wishes to Bill Whittle who
is celebrating an important and very special
milestone today!
May you have a happy and healthy 90th birthday! May God richly bless
you and bring you much happiness in the years ahead!
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@ St Paul’s
The Burwood Community Choir was formed
in the latter part of 2019. The Choir is open to
anyone and everyone who wants to join with
others in song. You do not have to have any
special musical expertise; just love to sing.
There are no auditions for the choir and no
membership fees. If people are able to make
a donation to help with expenses then that is
most acceptable but it is not a requirement
for participation in the choir.
The choir rehearses in the main hall at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church located at
205-207 Burwood Rd, Burwood. We meet during school term times. In 2022,
rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. Our Music Director and Conductor is
Mrs Karen Carey. If you can’t have fun with Karen at the helm, you just can’t have fun!
During rehearsals we do some warm-up exercises and learn a variety of songs that will
become a program for a performance at the end of the school term. In spite of COVID, we
have managed to deliver two performances (2019 and 2020) and lead a rousing evening
of favourite Christmas Carols with full audience participation at the end of 2021.
St Paul’s provides help and support for the organisation and running of the choir.
Donations from audiences at our performances help to support the St Paul’s “Pantry”
which provides groceries and food items to those experiencing hardship in our
community. So you are not only singing for fun but helping those in need at the same
time.
BCC started 2022 rehearsals on 15 March 2022. If you want a little “taste” of our efforts we
are on You Tube – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNlAyo-ToQ0 https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RW-sUdXWCY
Come and join us in song and friendship. We are looking forward to meeting you.
If you need further information email Barbara Stone (Choir Director).
barbarastoneam@gmail.com
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Trading Table
The Trading Table made $40 last
Sunday. There is still some of the
Epistle (Lent to Easter) available
for the very reasonable price of $7.
We look forward to serving you
with our jams/chutneys (see below
for the varieties), plants etc.

Butters
Lime & Passionfruit, Lime

Chutneys/Pickles
Pawpaw Chutney, Green Pawpaw
Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, Pear &
Apple Chutney, Choko Chutney

Jams
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce,
Cherry Guava Jelly, Crab Apple
Jelly, Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince
&Apple Jam/Sauce, Peach Liqueur
Jam, Spiced Nectarine Jam, Spiced
Peach & Nectarine Jam, Chunky Fig
& Vanilla Jam, Spiced Fig & Apple
Jam, Pineapple Jam, PawPaw,
Pineapple and Ginger Jam, Guava
Jam, Guava and Ginger Jam

Marmalades
Mandarin, Lime, Mojito Lime,
Lemon, Meyer Lemon, Orange,
Orange & Rum & Raisin, Orange &
Rum, Orange & Coriander &
Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange,
Lemon & Ginger, Orange &Passion
fruit Jelly, Citrus (various
combinations of citrus fruit),
Grapefruit, Chai Spiced Grapefruit

Plants
The plants are going into
hibernation as the weather gets
colder.
Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1
each, check out some new ones that
have been added.
There are some EPSON computer
inks available in various colours.
Cyan TO492, Yellow TO494, light
Magenta TO496, Magenta TO493,
and Light Cyan To 495. Also Canon
Black BC-)1, BJ cartridge. Do you
have a printer that could use these?
Thank you for your support
Pam Brock
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Fire Protection System in

and an address to post it to. Thank you.

the Church

We are seeking to ensure that the
entire precinct (that is, the Church,
the Rectory, the Hall, and the grounds)
is refurbished and maintained to the
highest standard and your help is
greatly appreciated. Thank you.

St. Paul’s has been awarded a NSW
Heritage grant of $41,000.00 to help
meet half of the cost of a state of the
art fire protection system in the
Church.

Requests for Prayer

We need to raise the other $41,000.00
Praying for the needs of our world and
to match this grant to ensure that St.
Paul’s is protected from any risk of fire. its people is both a responsibility and
a privilege. In our services on
This state of the art system includes
Wednesday and Sunday we pray by
fire brigade monitoring that will not
name for those who have asked for our
be set off by candles burning and
prayers.
using incense in our Services.
If you would like us to pray for yourself
Donations can be made to the
or a friend or loved one we now have a
National Trust Account which are tax
book at the back of the church where
deductable.
names can be added to our parish
prayer list. Please ask the welcomers if
Cheques can be made out to:
you cannot see where it is. The page
National Trust of Australia (NSW)
will be turned and the list will be comSt Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
pletely renewed every three months,
Or
beginning June, Sept, Dec, March
Direct Credit to the above name with (currently we are doing the June rebank account details:
newal).
Westpac

BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street, Sydney
NSW

Likewise, let us know when someone's
name should be removed.

If a person's name should be now added to the list of the faithful departed,
please also let us know so that we can
Please contact Pam for more details or also pray for them.
place a donation in an envelope and
Thanks
label with National Trust donation and Jude
include your name for your receipt
11

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

The flowers today at the High Altar
and in the Lady Chapel
are given in thanksgiving to God
for the gift of the Holy Spirit
and in ever loving memory of

Thelma May Gladys Norman
and
Ronald George Norman


Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord ,
And Let light perpetual shine upon them - May they rest in peace.

Mother’s Day Raffle
The raffle was drawn last
Sunday 29th May. We raised $400.
Thank you for your support.
The prize winners were
Dallas Cox, Jane Woods, Joy
Brandy, Sue Southgate, Margaret
Whittaker, Vanessa McNeill,
Elsie, Min, Grace M, Lynette,
Shane, Mary Connelly
Thank you for your support this
fundraiser will be used for the
fabric of the church.
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The Flowers in the church today are
To the glory of God and in loving
memory of my cherished mother

Sarah Bullock
19 years but time does not dull
the memories.

Rest eternal grant unto her O Lord ,
And Let light perpetual shine upon her.

Bellringing - June Long Weekend
The weekend starting from Friday, 10th June to Monday 13th June will be
the annual weekend for the ANZAB (Australian & New Zealand
Association of Bellringers). This year is the 60th anniversary of its
inception. It began in Sydney in 1962 hence the celebrations here this
year. It is held in a different state or country (New Zealand only) each
year.
St Paul’s Burwood bells and ringers will be very much involved in
hosting some of the ringing and functions. Friday 10th June there will be
two quarter peals rung, one from 9.30am – 10.30am and a second from
11am – 12 noon by visiting bellringers.
Sunday 12th June we shall ring for the 9.30am service as usual but we
may be joined by ringers from other towers around Australia. There will
be an interstate striking competition held at Burwood between 2 - 4pm.
This will be followed by general ringing up till the evensong at 5pm.
The evensong will have a ringing flavour with the hymns, anthem, handbells and the preacher will be a ringer and priest from Lindfield-Killara
parish.
After the evensong service there is a supper in the hall for the ringers
who have booked and paid for the catered meal. There will be about 80
ringers coming.
The morning tea after the 9.30am service will be held in the small hall
as the large hall will be being prepared for the evening supper. Thank
you for your understanding.

Pam Brock
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Given events in Ukraine we pray for Peace
A prayer for peace (APBA p 202)
God of the nations,
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have
mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed abroad
your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them the spirit that makes for
war, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family
and in obedience to your law, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord

St Paul’s Church Archive Search
The archives at St Paul’s are very comprehensive and we are asked
regularly for baptism, wedding and funeral searches. This is very time
consuming in many cases.
We have decided to have a search fee imposed on these. It will be $150
per search and could include a copy of documents.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s this
week and other donations:
≈ Offertory: $2835
≈ Parish Pantry: $225
TOTAL OF GIVING:$3,060.00
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood,
to be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of
the parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust
Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the
National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details: Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
All Preserved foods urgently needed.
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
The pandemic and the future of theology: A
conversation with Stanley Hauerwas - By Kent Dunnington
and Benjamin Wayman
In an essay published in First Things, Ephraim Radner reflected
that theologians have on the whole failed to help Christians hear the
word of God in and through the pandemic. We sat down with one of
America’s leading theologians, Stanley Hauerwas, the Gilbert T. Rowe
Professor Emeritus of Divinity and Law at Duke Divinity School and
Duke Law School, to ask him if he shares Radner’s assessment, and to
think with him about how the pandemic has posed a challenge to Christian life. As we’ve come to expect from Stanley, he was not content to offer authoritative responses. He wanted to know what we thought, too.
We close the interview, then, with some back-and-forth between the
two of us about what Stanley’s responses provoked in us.
A conversation with Stanley Hauerwas
Ben: Stanley, you have long trained theologians to think humbly, in part
because humility is appropriate to the provisional nature of theology.
I’ve always appreciated how such an approach makes room to be corrected and surprised by God. So in this spirit, what is the pandemic revealing about the church and what is the pandemic revealing to the
church?
Stanley: Revelation assumes that God matters, so you don’t necessarily
attribute what you’re learning as wisdom that comes from being a human being, but it comes from being a human being who confesses that
they are God’s creation. So there’s a certain sense that what the pandemic reveals is our being given life by God, and being given life by
God doesn’t mean that life is without challenges and limits.
I worry that when I think about the pandemic, it’s so easy for me to take
stated positions that I’ve had, and just repeat them as though I haven’t
18

learned anything from the pandemic. [For example:] my arguments
about how America is a country in which people are formed in a
manner that they think they can get out of life alive if we just get good
enough at our medical practices. One of the challenges of the
pandemic early on was, “My God, we’re gonna die!” And you wonder,
“Are you just now coming to that conclusion?” I take it that the challenge
of the pandemic was not just “we’re going to die”, but that it’s going to
be a death not unlike the Black Death, in which there was the
presumption that this is not just individuals, but the death of humankind.
That was a challenge that we didn’t know how to take in.
Quite frankly, it was a miracle how they got the vaccine so quickly
discovered. You can’t help but feel admiration for that development. At
the same time, I don’t know how y’all responded, but with the constant
appeal to “science is the solution”, I thought, that’s what it must have felt
like in the Middle Ages to appeal to God. I didn’t want to sign up on the
side of the conservatives, but I must admit I thought that when this is all
over someone can do some useful interrogation of the appeal to
science as the salvific intervention. How about y’all?
Ben: Absolutely. Science is a god in our culture, and it seems that more
conservative-leaning Christians have eyes to see that. I love your
observation about how the pandemic has had us face our own mortality
in ways that we’ve been avoiding. I wonder what it would look like to do
this well.
Stanley: I oftentimes think about Elisabeth Kübler-Ross’s On Death and
Dying, where she discusses the different stages of dying that, allegedly,
she found as true for cancer patients. I thought that it would have been
interesting for someone publicly to use her categories in relationship to,
particularly, the early outbreak of the pandemic. I just found that there
wasn’t a vocabulary for people to comprehend the pandemic as generally a threat to the continuing existence of humankind.
Kent: I’ve thought several times throughout the pandemic about your
claim that doctors are the new priests. One might think that claim was
19

vindicated during the first year of COVID-19 when doctors and nurses
were deemed the essential workers whereas pastors were told to stay
home like the rest of us. I certainly marvelled at the courage of the
frontline medical workers and found myself wondering why such
courage was not demanded of others in our society, including pastors
and teachers.
Stanley: It should’ve been. The physicians and nurses and health care
workers — and when I say health care workers, I mean the people that
are pushing the beds, because they’re also exposed — their commitment to caring for the patient in a way that prescinds all other considerations is a moral commitment that comes from, I believe, the Christian
concern not to let the poor die alone. To name that commitment is to
help us become a better community that says, we want to produce people that will go into medicine and health care.
What is the obligation of the pastor? To be at the side of the dying to
pray. I think that pastors and other Christians are not to let those who
have contracted COVID-19 die alone. I think there was a lot of that going on that we don’t know that much about, but it’s a way of saying,
there’s much more going on in the everyday gestures of care for the formation of our moral communities than we oftentimes make articulate.
Ben: The pandemic exposed ways in which Christians have not been
sufficiently shaped in the kinds of virtues we need to not let others die
alone. One of the challenges for me has been to expand the framework
to consider how the church might see the pandemic in the larger story
of what God is doing in the world. Do you have any thoughts on how
Christians might see the pandemic as a gift?
Stanley: See it as a gift? Doesn’t it feel a little like you’re straining to get
something good to say?
Ben: I suppose so — making lemonade out of lemons.
Stanley: Right, and if you’re having to strain at it, that might be an
indication it’s not all that terrific a way to go. Why can’t we just say, “I’d
rather not have had the pandemic”? We may have learned things from
20

it. Germany may have learned something from the Nazis, but I would
prefer that they not exist.
Kent: They certainly were not a gift.
Stanley: Right. So, I don’t know that “gift” language is what I would use. I
would just say, life is one damn thing after the other and the pandemic
was one of those damn things. It ain’t over yet, and how to go on in the
face of the pandemic — and there will be others — is how we should at
least raise some of the questions that we need to raise.
Kent: Ben and I were talking last night, and in both of our churches
we’ve seen a significant decline in numbers on the back side of COVID19. It feels like we just stopped going to church for two years and now
there’s a lot of us that say, “I don’t think we need that in our lives. That
was something we’ve learned to live without.” What do you make of
that?
Stanley: Well, if that’s true, you wonder what in the hell was happening
before COVID-19 broke out. It suggests that our worship must be pretty
empty if you can live without it. If you think, as I think, we’re watching
Christianity coming to an end, the COVID example is just a continuing
development of that. Why do you need to go to church when you’ve got
Starbucks, right?
How people are going to understand how their lives are put together
once Christianity is gone is a challenge that hasn’t even become widely
articulate yet. I think of things like marriage. Why should people get
married? And what does it mean, marriage? And that raises the question, why have kids? Where do children come from? I’m known for saying that, in a hundred years, if Christians are known as those people
who don’t kill their children or the elderly, then we would have done
pretty well.
Ben: I love that line. It’s all the more poignant given the pandemic’s
spotlight on our mortality. What’s the best thing you’ve read during the
pandemic, about the pandemic?
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Stanley: On the whole, I haven’t read that much on the pandemic.

Kent: I really haven’t seen a whole lot either, and it reminds me of an article by Ephraim Radner, one of your friends. He commented in First
Things that he’s been startled by how little the church or theologians
have had to say that’s really been vital, that’s really pierced through the
fog. Has that been your experience too? Do you share Ephraim’s feeling
that the church has been strangely mute?
Stanley: You know I haven’t thought about it that way, but it seems to be
the case, doesn’t it? We haven’t had much insight about the pandemic
other than generalised humanistic presumptions that it’s scared the hell
out of us. It doesn’t seem to me that there’s been much insight about it in
terms of even how it has revealed an interconnectedness of human beings with human beings and the animal world. It is interesting that one of
the things that early on was so prominent is “we gotta blame somebody”.
Christians didn’t have much response to that. Why do we need to blame
somebody? I mean, it’s just sheer happenstance, and so how to come to
terms with just “this is life”. It’s called contingency. We Christians understand contingency: “the Lord has chosen you to be a people of his own
possession, out of all the nations that are on the face of the
earth” (Deuteronomy 14:2).
Kent: What could be more contingent than that?
Stanley: Right! Learn to live with it. That’s the way the world is. We didn’t
have to exist.
Kent: Radner goes on to argue that the kind of training that he received
and you received and we’ve received, and the kind of books that we’ve
all written — they’re passing away, they’re a vestige of a certain era of
theological education. Radner thinks the future of theological education
is a movement back toward the church and away from the university.
What do you think of all that?
Stanley: All that I think is right. Let me start this way. I think that the takeover of theological education by identity politics is a disaster. That
doesn’t mean that I don’t think that race isn’t a very important issue. Jona22

than Tran’s new book, Asian Americans and the Spirit of Racial Capitalism, is a complete restructuring of the conversation that I’m deeply sympathetic with. But, within a declining Christianity, how to maintain significant theological scholarship in a way that is passed on to the next generation in a way that says “you don’t get to make this shit up”, is going to be
a real challenge.
I don’t know that Duke Divinity School will survive for the next fifty to one
hundred years. What I think will happen is serious theological reflection
is going to be found in churches, where people are going to start asking,
“Where did that come from?” And I don’t think that means theologians
won’t necessarily have PhDs.
Who knows? You work with what you’ve been given, and what we’ve been
given is Duke Divinity School. Let’s use it for all we can get, but I don’t
know that it’s going to necessarily survive. It’s not going to survive largely because we’ve so been dependent on Constantinian developments.
When Sam Wells interviewed for the Deanship of Duke Chapel, I said,
“That chapel over there, that’s what Constantine built. Use it. We’re damn
lucky to have it.” That it was built was not all wrong, but now let’s don’t
think that our future will depend on making sure that it remains Christian.
Kent: I’m just curious. Suppose you have a PhD student these days who’s
thinking along these lines. Do you recommend any different path than,
you know, “Go get a job in the university”? I mean, what else is there?
Stanley: I honestly don’t know. What do y’all think?
Ben: We’ve been trying to think about this very thing. Where can theological education really find its footing, find its room for radical receptivity of the Spirit? Is it the church? Is that the place to relocate it? The
church as a kind of educating, learning community?
Stanley: Of course, part of the problem there is the abstraction “the
church”. This is church right here. It’s going to depend on people.
Kent: Including people with money, right?

23

Stanley: Right. Absolutely.

Kent: Do we have a church that is capable of such work today, or are we
too complacent or distracted?
Stanley: You know, all the shit around sexuality [is a distraction]. I remain
unconvinced that same-sex marriage is marriage because of the presumption that marriage has the telos of having new life. That doesn’t
mean every marriage has to be procreative, but it means marriage is an
institution understood within Christian practice as procreative. But as
someone that has been identified as not supporting gay marriage, I’ve
come to the conclusion that that’s a horse that’s out of the barn. Let’s see.
We heterosexuals haven’t done all that well with marriage. Let’s see in a
hundred years how well gays have done it.
Ben: That’s the Wesley in you. Taking seriously the experience of the
community. But what, exactly, does that have to do with the church
recovering its role as the main site of theological reflection?
Stanley: I’m just suggesting that there are certain battles distracting us
from the stuff that’s really going to make a difference.
Ben: Is there a question that we didn’t ask that you wish we had asked?
Stanley: I don’t know that there’s any peculiar challenge that the pandemic represents that isn’t just the challenge that was there before the pandemic. So, that we need to say something very special about the pandemic, I think is a misleading demand. It’s just that it has exposed limits
and possibilities that were there before the pandemic. Do you think that’s
right?

Reflections
Kent: In true Stanley fashion, he ended the interview asking us what we
think. I’m curious what you think, Ben. First, what did you think of
Stanley’s rejection of the category of “gift” for thinking about the
pandemic?
Ben: I appreciate Stanley’s reticence in seeing the pandemic as a gift,
but I suspect he’s thinking of “gift” as it’s treated in contemporary
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debates in Continental philosophy. What I was thinking of was how Sam
Wells uses the term in his book Improvisation — namely, that everything
(other than God, who is the only given) is a gift Christians are invited to
receive, and the onus is on us as the receiver to overaccept such gifts in
the larger story of God’s saving action. In this construal, even the “gift” of
evil is an opportunity for Christians to overaccept (or outnarrate) in the
long-view of God’s saving action in Christ and God’s making-all-thingsnew in the eschaton. This way of seeing things turns gifts like the pandemic into occasions for God’s glory to be discovered and showcased.
Perhaps I should have said “offer” rather than gift. You seemed more
sympathetic to Stanley’s response. Is that because you were thinking of
gift through a philosophical grid or would you still object to my use of it?
Kent: I doubt Stanley had Jean-Luc Marion or John Milbank on gift in
mind. I think he’s just keyed in to the grammar of “gift” language and
observing that something’s wrong about the idea that the Nazis were a
gift. Gifts are benefits intentionally given by a benefactor to a beneficiary. Surely Sam is right that the pandemic offered us an occasion to
learn again that God will be there for us in all kinds of surprising ways,
but that’s different from saying that God gave us a gift in the pandemic.
There are deep theological questions here, of course, but I don’t think
“everything is gift”. When evil happens, that’s not a gift even if God can
use it to draw us near.
Stanley seems to me especially attentive to how theological language can
“go on holiday”, which he learned from Wittgenstein. So he’s wary about
how we use words like “gift” or “revelation” in a way that floats free of
core Christian grammar. This, I think, is behind his concern that modern
theological education has been captured by “identity politics”. What did
you make of his concerns there? I’m sympathetic, but I’m guessing it
worried you.
Ben: Yes, on several levels. I’m worried that a conversation between
three white men raises suspicions about theologies that challenge what
Justo González calls North Atlantic theology, which has historically had
little regard for theology from other contexts. Second, I’m worried that
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disregarding some of these newer
theological perspectives might
amount to dismissing God, “failing
to recognize the time of our visitation from God”, as it were. In retrospect, I wish I had asked Stanley to
define what he means by “identity
politics”. If by identity politics he
means a battleground of competing
and incompatible “truths” that requires a complete rebuild of Christian theology from the ground up,
I’m sympathetic to his objection.
But if he means theology that is consciously contextual, that comes from
the margins, from perspectives that
have been historically neglected
and are needed for our collective
faithfulness, then that would add to
my worry. If Stanley’s objection lies
here, then I would have liked to ask
him if he thinks James Cone helped
the church see and feel realities
that had previously gone unseen
and unfelt by white Christians (like
Reinhold Niebuhr, as Cone argues).

theology doesn’t seem too concerned with, which exposes a crucial flaw. Making sense of the white
American church’s deeply racist
history — its complicity and participation in the lynching era (1880–
1940) to name just one example —
is a theological problem that requires perspectives “North Atlantic” theologians have historically
dismissed. What do you think? What
drives Stanley’s rejection of identity
politics?

Kent: I too feel nervous about three
white men sitting around lamenting
the capture of theology by identity
politics, but I think there is something to Stanley’s concern. He once
made a joke that long after Christianity is dead and gone, United
Methodism will be alive and well.
The joke being that Methodism is
really a project about middle class
respectability politics more than
the politics of Jesus. In a similar
vein, Stanley is pointing out how
So, I might have asked Stanley how tempting it would be to make acaconsciously contextual theologians demic Christian theology a project
offer correctives, refinement, reabout progressive racial and sexual
form, and repair of the broken bits politics. You already know what
of much academic theology today. justice looks like — just ask the
That white Christians in America
Democratic party — and now you
have not faced their racism is a the- can turn to the Christian tradition to
ological problem that “traditional” resource this liberation movement.
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Stanley sees how this trend in academic theology is just a way of
securing the respectability of theology in a university setting that has
long ceased to think of theology as a knowledge-bearing discipline. But
it’s a dead-end. Of course Stanley thinks that theology matters for racial
justice, for the way we think about sex, marriage, reproduction, gender,
all of that stuff. But I think that Stanley, having spent a life-time pointing
out the capture of theology by a project called “America”, is here
sounding a similar alarm.
I found his comments about gay marriage interesting, but confusing,
especially given his concern about the takeover of theology by identity
politics. I mean, if you don’t get to make this shit up, as he puts it, why
wouldn’t he just stick to his guns: same-sex marriage is not marriage
and that’s all Christians can say about it. Instead, he suggests that we see
how gay folks do with marriage after a hundred years. You commented
that this was his Wesleyanism coming through. How so? How is it not
inconsistent with his resistance to letting Christian theology be
positioned by progressive orthodoxy?
Ben: By my Wesley comment, I meant that he was willing to take
seriously corporate experience in seeking truth. That’s what Outler,
Maddox, and others have seen as John Wesley’s key contribution:
applying the community’s experience to knowing truth. It’s epistemological humility at its best.
I like his thinking about being patient on the matter as well. Such
patience puts us in our place by reminding us this is God’s story, so it’s
God’s job to make things come out right, not ours. Patience also
presumes the church is not in the position to control things (which is to
say, the horse is out of the barn and the church didn’t open the door).
More still, patience leaves room to be surprised by the Spirit. I like the
trust in God demonstrated by such a posture rather than the blocking we
see so often by the church, which for me, is a fearful reaction that lacks
the imagination and daring required to follow the God who got himself
killed (and still saved the world). As Pauline scholar Michael Gorman
puts it, the cross is the source and the shape of our salvation. I take it that
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Stanley’s suggestion is one way of being shaped by the cross on the
question of gay marriage (humbly trusting in God), rather than Stanley’s
letting progressive theology lead the way.
Ultimately, Stanley’s “what do you think?” is an ongoing invitation to us all
to receive this pandemic moment as an opportunity to reconsider the
heart of our discipleship — and the many deliberations we have been
making these past couple years — by placing it all in the heart of God.
Kent Dunnington is Professor of Philosophy at Biola University.
Benjamin Wayman is the James F. and Leona N. Andrews Chair in
Christian Unity and Associate Professor of Theology at Greenville
University, and lead pastor at St. Paul’s Free Methodist Church.
To achieve

Anglican unity, there is one single place we can

start - By Mark Lindsay, Joan F.W. Munro Professor of Historical
Theology and Deputy Dean of Trinity College Theological School.
Eighty-six years ago, in preparation for the 1937 Faith and Order Conference in Edinburgh, Karl Barth wrote a short but profound treatise on the
topic “The Church and the Churches”. The substance of the text was to
address how Christians might listen together to the voice of Jesus Christ,
and to seek in him the one ground for the one universal Church, in the
context of a variety of ecclesial and theological traditions. What, he
wanted to ask, is the relationship between the one Church – the holiness,
catholicity, and apostolicity of which we confess week after week – and
the multiplicity of churches – in which the confession, worship, and
following of Jesus takes place severally, differently, and sometimes even
contradictorily?
As I sat on the floor of our national Church’s General Synod in early May,
I had cause to ask myself the same question. At times during our
deliberations, I wondered if we Anglicans do not also face the same
issue. What is the relationship between the one Anglican Church of
Australia, and the multiplicity of theological and ecclesial perspectives
within it, that sit so frequently uncomfortably alongside each other?
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When a Church seeks not only to
worship Jesus in a multiplicity of
ways, but also defines discipleship
in equally as many ways, are we still
the one Church? No more sharply
was this question put than when, on
the final day of the synod, the delegates voted to not vote on a motion
on “Being the Body of Christ”. Why
did we not even vote? Because as
synod representatives we could not
even decide whether to start with a
statement of inclusion, or begin instead with a statement of exceptionality.

1 Corinthians 12 all leap to mind, as
does the motley collection of Jesus’
disciples – fishermen, tax collectors, political revolutionaries – who
formed a single community around
him. I cherish this truth, and rejoice
in a gospel that joins the most unlikely of people together, radically
relativizing their differences yet not
removing them. Yet our debates at
General Synod demonstrated that
even that noble principle of “unity
in diversity” can be contested, notwithstanding the synod’s respectful
tone. Perhaps the saddest thing has
been to encounter disagreement
The truth is, despite us having more
over the ground of our unity. How
in common than in difference, the
can we fully flourish in our diversity,
things on which we differ tend to
if we don’t even agree on the basis
be felt more viscerally. Tragically,
of our oneness?
there is often more fervour amongst
us Australian Anglicans for the
That the various “sides” believe
matters about which we disagree,
firmly in their own fidelity, and thus
than there is for those many other
in the others’ infidelity, underscores
matters on which we find ready
Karl Barth’s point about the missionconsensus.
al tragedy that is the consequence
of our disunity: that “the compariOne response to this state of affairs
son of faith with faith [is] a menace
is often to recite to ourselves and to
to faith itself”.
each other the truism, “unity in diversity” – that we remain one, even So where to from here? Can we
in our difference. There is, of
move forward together as one
course, much to affirm in what that Church, even if we are a Church that
says, and more than a handful of
is – in the words of one MetropoliScriptural justifications for it.
tan – in a “perilous” condition? Can
Ephesians 2, Galatians 3,
we move forward together as one
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Church, when the prophetic woes
of Isaiah 5 have been publicly proclaimed on the Synod floor against
fellow members? Perhaps we can –
but if we are to

is always truth to be found at the
edges (for where else did Jesus
himself inhabit?).

In other words, an authentic adoption of Anglicanism’s via media is
do so, then we will need to take
not a grim-faced and unwilling
with far more gravity what Angliadoption of a compromise, but racanism’s much-vaunted and much- ther a joyful embrace of the better
loved “middle way” actually says. truth that more perfectly embodies
what our own preferences only imIt seems to me that, far too freperfectly express.
quently, we understand this middle
way incorrectly. We treat it as
What, then, might this via media
though it was a second-best com- be? What might we, in all our diverpromise position between two war- sity cling to, not as a concession but
ring extremes.
as a genuine ground of unity in the
midst of our differences?
Thinking in these terms, taking this
via media is thus reluctantly acThe answer is both simple and
cepting a concessional space that striking. It is a person, not a thing
neither side actually wants. The in- or an idea. Jesus Christ.
evitable result is resentment, and a
As Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it in the
renewed emphasis on the extremes
summer of 1933, “Christ is the centhat have been foregone.
tre that I have regained”. By being
But in fact, that is not what our mid- the sole mediator between ourdle way represents. Taken initially selves and God – and between our
from Aristotelian ethics, the via me- old and new selves – he is thus the
dia in fact refers to the “golden
centre of all things, and all people.
mean” – that space which is a more To paraphrase St Paul, Jesus stands
perfect expression of truth, bewhere the dividing wall once stood,
tween the weaknesses of the exand so becomes the bridging unifitremes. Properly understood the
er between previous antitheses –
via media acknowledges the better Jew and gentile, male and female,
truth which is to be found in the
slave and free. As Anglicans, we
centre, without denying that there might then rightly say that Jesus
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Christ is our via media – not as a
concessional or compromise space,
but as reconciling mediator who is
in himself the perfect truth towards
which our extreme positions can
only imperfectly point.
To return then to Barth’s question,
which is also ours: what is the relationship between the Church and
the churches? What is the relationship between the one Anglican
Church of Australia, and the multiplicity of often angry contradictions
within it? The relationship is – can
only be Jesus Christ – our via media, our centre. To acknowledge this
– to acknowledge him – will not, of
course, end our disagreements and
debates. To acknowledge this will
not, and ought not, end our dialogue.
But this is the only place to start, if we
have any hope of moving forward together as one.

paigning.

It means same-sex couples will be
able to marry in church in services
conducted by ministers.
Ministers and deacons will be able
to apply to become celebrants of
same sex marriage, but they will not
be forced to take part.
The results of the vote were: 274 for
and 136 against.
Rt Rev Dr Iain Greenshields, moderator of the General Assembly, said:
"The Church of Scotland is a broad
church and there are diverse views
on the subject of same-sex marriage among its members.
"There has been a lengthy, prayerful
and in-depth discussion and debate
about this topic for many years at all
levels of the Church to find a solution that respects diversity and values the beliefs of all.

Church of Scotland to allow

"The Church is committed to ensursame-sex marriages
ing that debates on this subject are
held in a spirit of humility and
https://www.bbc.com
grace, the tone and tenor of discusThe Church of Scotland has voted to
sions are civil and people are
allow clergy to conduct same-sex
respectful of those who hold
marriages for the first time.
opposing views."
Members of the General Assembly
in Edinburgh voted to change
church law following years of cam31

'Support the deliverance'
Before Monday's vote, members of
the assembly expressed a range of
opinions on the change.

denomination in the UK to permit
same-sex marriages.

It is not allowed in the Church of
England or the Roman Catholic
Church, but is welcomed in the
Among them was Rev Scott Rennie,
Scottish Episcopal Church, the
who in 2009 became the first openly
United Reformed Church and the
gay clergyman in the Church of
Quakers.
Scotland to have his appointment
Rev Susan Cord announced on
approved - despite protests by
social media that she has already
some sections of the Kirk.
applied to become a celebrant of
He was not able to marry his
same-sex weddings.
husband in a religious ceremony,
The minister of Killearnan &
as he would have wanted.
Knockbain parishes near Inverness
He told the General Assembly:
told BBC Scotland: "We make a
"I sincerely hope the assembly will
choice based on what the scripture
find it in itself to support the
tells us. There will be colleagues
deliverance, even those who have
who will decide not to conduct
their doubt."
these ceremonies and I will respect
He acknowledged those within
that.
the Church who did not support the
"But for me it is about choice and
issue.
if a couple, irrespective of gender,
He said: "I want to say that marriage whether it is a man and a man, a
is a wonderful thing. My marriage
woman and a woman or a man and
to my husband Dave nurtures my
a woman, if they love one another
life and my ministry.
and want to show commitment, I
want to help them do that.
"Frankly, I couldn't be a minister
without his love and support. It is
"This opens up the choice. People
much the same as opposite sex
will have held off getting married in
marriage in its joys and its glories." civil partnerships because they are
Church of Scotland and wanted to
Last year, the Methodist Church
wait to be married in their own
became the largest religious
church."
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'Unbiblical and sinful'

of marriage.

The Covenant Fellowship Scotland,
a think tank of evangelicals within
the Church of Scotland, issued a
statement accusing the Church of
making a "serious mistake"

"Instead of following the clear and
unambiguous teaching of God's
written word, the Bible, the Church
of Scotland continues to follow
popular opinion."

It said: "The General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, in
converting an overture permitting
ministers and deacons to officiate
at same-sex marriages into an Act
of the Church, has acted in a way
which is both unbiblical and sinful.

Public figures have welcomed the
decision, including former Scottish
Conservative leader Ruth Davidson,
and former Scottish Labour leader
Kezia Dugdale, who are both in
same-sex relationships.

Baroness Davidson tweeted:
"We all have a deep pastoral care
"Delighted to see that the General
and concern for those who wish to Assembly of the Church of Scotland
enter into same sex marriages, and has voted for ministers to be able
we understand the pastoral impulse to conduct same-sex weddings.
of ministers and deacons who wish
"Thanks to those who have shown
to help people at life's key
grace and care as the church edged
moments.
closer and closer to this point."
"But we must nevertheless point
Ms Dugdale described it as
to the complete absence of any
"tremendous news and progress".
compelling or persuasive biblical
Same-sex weddings could take
evidence that might permit
place in Church of Scotland
ministers and deacons of the
buildings later this year.
Church of Scotland to officiate at
same sex marriages."
It continued: "This decision
contradicts everything the Bible
has to say about the complementary nature of men and women,
and of the character and purposes
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Either Acts 2.1-21 or Genesis 11.1-9;
Psalm 104.26-36; either Romans 8.14-17 or
Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17 (25-27)

Today we read St Luke’s account of the descent of the
Holy Spirit on to the disciples in Jerusalem. Rushing
wind was heard and tongues of fire were seen. Some
heard their own languages from around the Mediterranean being spoken by
Galileans. Meanwhile, as ever, some scoffed and mocked. Peter assures the
crowd that this is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel, after which time everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved. If I were to examine
myself, would I find times in my life where I had mocked others for their faith
in God? How might I look for the Spirit in my life?


Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, help me to recognise when your Spirit is
asking me to do something, and to do precisely that.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Free Baby Car Seat
It is bigger than a baby capsule and
suitable for larger baby.
Brand: “Safe and Sound”.
Please see photo adjacent explaining the
specifications for the Baby Car Seat
which will be given free to anyone who
wants it. It was only used when necessary
to transport the grandchildren and is in
almost new condition.
If you are interested, please ring the office on 02 9747 4327.
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OUTDOORS …
Unfinished Business! Save the Date!
Dear MOW friend and/or supporter,
It’s thirty years since Anglican women were first ordained as priests in
Australia.
But there are still dioceses – Sydney Diocese chief among them – that
limit or refuse to acknowledge women’s ordained ministry. The time is
ripe to challenge this stance.
The Movement for the Ordination of Women Australia is organising a
conference in Sydney from 16 to 18 September 2022 – Unfinished
Business – to recognise the struggle for Anglican women’s ordination in
Australia, celebrate the courage and service of ordained women, and
honour those who have fought for women’s ordination over many years.
The program is still being finalised, but speakers who will be addressing
the past, present and future of women’s ordained ministry include Dr Julia
Baird, Professor Eileen Baldry AO, the Rev’d Val Graydon, Ms Anne
Hywood, the Rev’d Canon Professor Dorothy Lee, the Hon Keith Mason
AC QC, the Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean, the Rev’d Dr Colleen O’Reilly AM,
the Rev’d Angela Peverell, Dr Gwenneth Roberts, the Rev’d Gloria Shipp,
and the Rev’d Elisa Helen Waterhouse CSC.
The conference will be held at Christ Church St Laurence, 812 George
Street, Sydney. Program and registration details will be posted on the
MOW website as they become available (https://mowatch.com.au/)
If you have any queries, or wish to be removed from the conference mailing list, do contact me at secretary@mowatch.com.au. And please forward this email to anyone you know who may be interested in the conference or supporting MOW.
Elaine Lindsay
National Secretary, MOW
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INTERCESSIONS – Sunday 5th June 2022
Pentecost Year C
CELEBRANT
Let us pray for God’s world, for his church, for renewal in the Spirit, and for
his kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.
INTERCESSOR
Living God, your Spirit brooded over the earth and breathed life into your
creatures. We entrust to you this beautiful, endangered planet. Wind of
God, come; blow through your creation and renew the face of the earth.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
On the day of Pentecost, you sent your Spirit on the people of many nations.
Anoint your church and its leaders with fire and wisdom from above. We
especially pray for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, for Justin of
Canterbury, Geoffrey our Primate, Archbishop Kanishka, Bishop Michael,
and James our Rector.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Restore justice, restrain aggression and turn back invasion. Bring wisdom
and discernment to all who lead the nations of the world, especially
Elizabeth our Queen in her Jubilee Year, Prime Minister Albanese, Premier
Perrotet, and all national and local leaders.
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer
By your Spirit you inspired your disciples to bring healing and hope to
your people. We bring to you those in need of your consolation and your
healing, and all those who are destitute, lonely, bereaved and in pain.
Especially we mention those for whom we have been asked to pray:
Rosemary B & Theo B; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; Robyn
Collins; June Cameron; Roger Davidson; Elsie Dunnam; Vince Foster;
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Fr James; Malcolm Green; Enid Kell; David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister
Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle Phillips; Gaye Rand; Scott; Sylvia Seers; Fran
Sellers; Diane Smith; Peter Sorensen; Sylvia; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey;
Bob Woods
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
By your Spirit, you have made us your adopted children and heirs to glory.
We praise you for those who have gone before us to eternal life and for the
faithful people of this parish whose year’s mind occurs at this time:

Narelle Esma Tibbey; Sarah Bullock; Lyla Leslie Hyde; Bruce John May;
Leslie Norman Macleod-Miller; Olga Joan Little; Catherine Laurel Ledsam;
Robyn Geer; Marjorie Megan Diamond OAM; Thelma May Gladys Norman
and Ronald George Norman.
Spirit of God, inspire us and possess us until we are wholly yours, that with
all your saints we may dwell for ever in your presence.
CELEBRANT
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Midweek communion has now resumed. It is on every Wednesday at
10.30am.
Commemorations noted in the Lectionary this week


Thursday 9th June – Columba of Lona, Abbot and Missionary (d.597)



Saturday 11th June - Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr
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