Welcome to worship

Sunday 5th December 2021
Second Sunday Of Advent
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
need to know
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I am

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist

Year C

Malachi 3.1-4
Song of Zechariah
(APBA p.10 or p.425)
Philippians 1.1-11
Luke 3.1-6

The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
Zephaniah 3.14-20
A Song of Isaiah
(APBA P.391)
Philippians 4.4-7
Luke 3.7-18
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Welcome Back to St Paul’s!
My Dear Friends,
We are very glad to be able to
worship again at St Paul’s after
months of lockdown.
The following services will be
offered:
•

Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist

•

Sunday 9:30am Choral
Eucharist with choir

The Greeting of Peace will continue
as a reverent bow to those one is
seated close to. Communion will be
administered at the communion rail
and directions will be provided in
the order of service.
Morning tea has now resumed and
everyone will need to sign-in again
using the Hall QR code and
observe all relevant hygiene
protocols and physical distancing
requirements.

Wednesday 10:30am mid-week
As the situation changes with
Eucharist
reference to the government’s
People are quite free to decide not directives, we will review matters
at that point in time.
to attend Church or any event if
•

they do not feel comfortable doing
I am truly grateful to all those who,
so. All risk management
over the past months, have helped
procedures will be scrupulously
us to remain connected to God and
attended to including:
to each other through this pandemic. Thank you for your loving
•
mandatory QR code sign in either with a smartphone or a Service of God and of God’s people
at St Paul’s and beyond.
COVID- 19 card;
•

wear a face mask at all times;

•

sanitise your hands on entry;

•

observe the 1 person per two
square metre rule (except for
house hold groups) and sit in
alternate pews;

The ministry team continues to
work on the postponed
sesquicentenary celebrations and
will communicate more about
these, along with our Advent and
Christmas services, in due course.
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I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.
May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Peace,
James.

Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only. Thank you.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands
than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In
addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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Polishing brass and Communion
vessels, dusting, and cleaning
We will have a busy bee at the
Church on Saturday the 18th
of December at 10.00 a.m.
Please come along and help to
make St. Paul’s look beautiful for
Christmas.
Please bring some rags and silvo
and brasso. Thank you.

The Christmas raffle
Tickets available for sale after the
services and will be drawn after
the carol service on the 19th
December.
Prizes include a homemade
Christmas Cake.

Toys for Christmas Giving
DV Kids
Thank you to everyone who has
already brought in the toys you
have promised for the DV children.
If you have not done so yet we
would appreciate them as soon as
convenient for you. You don’t need
to wrap them. Many thanks for the
love that you have shown for these
children this Christmas.

Toys for Pantry Kids
Please continue to bring in toys for
the children of our pantry people.

Sesquicentenary Dinner
The new date for our dinner is
Friday night the 25th February
2022. Many of you have already
booked and paid for it already.
That’s great! But with Covid and all
the changes brought about, especially the change of date, we now
have 8 places. If you would like to
book any of these please see
Rosemary. Anyone who has not yet
paid could pay now please.

Dinner Tickets
If you have not already paid for the
dinner it would really be
appreciated if the tickets could be
paid for before Christmas
(which is the end of our financial
year)
Please see below St Paul’s Account
Details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church Burwood
BSB #: 032062
Account #: 250028
Many thanks
Rosemary
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Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly, Lilly
Pilly Jelly, Apricot and Passionfruit,
Strawberry Jam, Strawberry & Apple, Raspberry Jam, Blueberry Jam,
Last Sunday was a very happy time Choko & Ginger Jam, Quince
being able to have morning tea in &Apple Jam/Sauce
the hall, catch up with everyone
Marmalades
and have the Trading Table display.
Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon
Last Sunday was very successful
with Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime
beginning making $142.50
& Ginger, Cumquat, Orange, OrWe look forward to serving you
ange & Rum & Raisin, Orange &
with our jams/chutneys (see below Rum, Orange & Coriander & Ginfor the varieties), spinach, plants
ger, Orange & Lemon, Orange &
etc.
Lemon with Ginger, Orange & PasTickets for the Christmas raffle will sion fruit Jelly Orange & Apricot,
also be available. $2 each or 3 for Citrus (various combinations of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby Grape$5. Last Sunday sold only a few
fruit & Pomegranate, Chai Spice
tickets ($14)
Grapefruit
Butters
Spinach
Lemon, Lemon Lime & Passion fruit
Bunches of spinach will also be
Chutneys/Pickles
available
Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw
Plants
Chutney, Choko Chutney, Green
A selection of plants at reasonable
Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple
prices
Sauce, Pear & Apple Chutney,

Click & Collect
Trading Table

Green Mango Chutney, Green Tomato Chutney

Books, DVD’s & CD’s available at $1
each

Jams

Thank you for your support

Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam,
Golden Passionfruit Jam/Sauce,
Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly, Guava
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Pam Brock

For General & Offertory Donations
please use this account details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican Church
BSB:
Account #:

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
On line and Sunday giving: $4284

032 062
250028

Parish Pantry: $1700

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations
please use this account details:

TOTAL OF GIVING:$5,879.00

Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:
032 062
Account #:
812238
Please clearly mark whether it is
for the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.

Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............
to the Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of St Paul, Burwood, to
be used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust Account
If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the National Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:
Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW
Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name
for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you.
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PARISH PANTRY
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. This is proving very successful.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord


Malachi 3.1-14; For the Psalm Song of Zechariah;
Philippians 1.1-11; Luke 3.1-6

Luke’s gospel quotes the prophet Isaiah about the
preparation required for a royal visit—the road cleared,
smoothed and straightened, valleys filled, and hills
flattened. A dramatic picture indeed! In a similar way
the people’s moral and spiritual state needed drastic action in their deep
need to repent, in readiness for the coming of the Messiah, Christ Jesus. As we
look forward to celebrating Christmas, may we look closely at our own hearts
and lives.


We thank you Lord Jesus that in your coming you provided all that we
need for cleansing, forgiveness and restoration. May our hearts overflow
with joy!



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the
Anglican Church of Japan.

Text: Meryl Broadley Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans © Anglican Board of
Mission, 2021
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READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Byzantine Basilica With Graves of Fe- And if that wasn’t enough, when the
archaeologists investigated the
male Ministers and Baffling Mass
graves dug beneath the floors of
Burials Found in Israel
the 1,600-year-old basilica, they
encountered an additional, darker,
puzzle. It appears that most of these
holy tombs were reused at a later
date. Instead of just finding the
skeletons of the people
memorialized in the church’s Greek
inscriptions, researchers uncovered
The Holy Mother Sophronia.
jumbles of bones belonging to
Theodosia the deaconess. Gregoria dozens of individuals who had been
the deaconess. These are some of
unceremoniously dumped in and
the women lovingly memorialized covered in lime sometime in the
at a magnificent Byzantine basilica sixth century.
that Israeli archaeologists have unSuch mass graves are typical of
covered in the southern city of Ashlarge disease outbreaks – in antiqdod.
uity and today as well when dealing
The splendidly mosaiced church,
with the death wrought by COVIDbuilt in the fourth or fifth century
19.
C.E., is being hailed as one of the
While the bones from the basilica
earliest and largest Christian basiliare still being studied, experts hycas found in Israel. It is also one of
pothesize they may have found rare
the most unusual, partly due to the
evidence of a plague pandemic that
number and prominence of graves
swept through the Byzantine Emand inscriptions dedicated to fepire and the rest of Eurasia in the
male ministers. Then as now, womsixth century C.E.
en in the clergy were usually overshadowed by their male counter“Besides the unusual amount of
parts.
funerary inscriptions and the
The 1,600-year-old church gave
rare prominence to clergywomen
— and the later mass graves at the
site may be evidence of a
pandemic that crippled the
Byzantine Empire, archaeologists
say - By Ariel David

prominent place given to women,
14

we found that this church is like one huge cemetery – everywhere we
touch we find these strange mounds of skeletons,” says Prof. Alexander
Fantalkin, an archaeologist from Tel Aviv University who heads the dig.
Parts of the basilica were first uncovered in 2017 and it has since been
fully excavated. The site was once part of the town of Ashdod Yam, which
back in the Iron Age, more than 2,500 years ago, functioned as the main
port for the Philistine city of Ashdod, located just a few kilometers inland. Both these ancient settlements are now part of the modern Israeli
city of the same name.
Starting with the Assyrian conquest of the area at the end of the eighth
century B.C.E., ancient Ashdod declined in importance. Then, during
the later Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods, Ashdod Yam grew to
become the dominant settlement in the region. Known as “Azotos Paralios” (“Ashdod by the Sea” in Greek) it appears as a major town, featuring large public buildings, in the Madaba Map, a sixth-century mosaic
map of the Holy Land found in a Byzantine church in Jordan.
Fantalkin and his team were excavating the seaside acropolis of Ashdod
Yam in 2017 when the Israel Antiquities Authority asked them to investigate a nearby plot of land adjacent to a modern villa, where mosaic tiles
kept cropping up on the sandy surface.
“I sent over a few volunteers and almost immediately they found the
first inscription,” the archaeologist recalls. “I thought, ‘okay, it’s a nice,
small church.’ But boy was I wrong: it just kept getting bigger and
bigger.”
Ultimately the archaeologists uncovered a classic three-nave basilica
with multiple attached rooms and chapels. Unfortunately, part of the
church is covered by the modern villa that was built a few decades ago
on the site. But what survives is still spectacular: The floors of the basilica were covered with exquisite mosaics depicting crosses, elaborate
geometric patterns, as well as animal scenes and a dozen inscriptions
memorializing both men and women, in roughly equal proportions.
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The oldest text was an inscription in one of the side naves that was
paved “in memory of the priest Gaianos and Severa the deaconess,” and
carries a date that translates to the year 416 C.E. Since the mosaic paving of the nave must have been done some time after the construction of
the church, this suggests that the building existed before, possibly already in the late fourth century, Fantalkin says.
Speaking of dates, this is another unusual feature of the Ashdod Yam basilica. Its inscriptions carry year numbers that don’t correspond to most
calendars commonly used in that period.
For example, the dedication to Gaianos and Severa is dated to the year
169, in the time of the bishop Heraclius. But the question is: 169 of what
calendar? Heraclius is known to have been a bishop of Azotos in the fifth
century, plus there were no Byzantine basilicas in Israel (or anywhere)
in the middle of the second century C.E. According to Dr. Leah Di Segni,
an expert in Greek epigraphy from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
the dedicatory inscriptions follow a rare chronology that is based on the
millennium of Rome. This was celebrated in 247 C.E. to mark 1,000 years
from the city’s traditional foundation date in 753 B.C.E.
So, in the case of the above-mentioned inscription, 247 plus 169 equals
416 C.E. The custom of counting years from that millennial celebration is
only found in later inscriptions connected to Georgian Christians, Di Segni notes. That’s why, initially, the archaeologists thought the Ashdod
Yam basilica may have been a Georgian place of worship.
However, once the dig advanced, it became clear there was nothing
connecting the basilica to the Georgian Church, she says. It now seems
more likely that this chronology was developed at Ashdod Yam and possibly later adopted by Georgian Christians, who had a monastery near
the town, she concludes.
This however is only one of the many mysteries posed by the Ashdod
Yam basilica.
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Long-lost daughter?
For one thing we don’t know to whom the church was dedicated. The
central apse housed the main altar and a tomb, probably from the late
Roman period, preceding the construction of the basilica.
When the archaeologists opened the grave, they found a single skeleton,
buried without any artifacts – a simple burial typical of early Christian
holy persons, says Dr. Hila May, a physical anthropologist from Tel Aviv
University who is studying the human remains from the site.
It was common for early Christians to identify ancient tombs belonging
to saints, martyrs or prophets, and build churches around them to promote pilgrimage and worship, May says. The holy person’s tomb was also the only burial that was not recycled in later times as a mass grave,
May notes.
Unfortunately, any mosaics or inscriptions in the apse, which could have
helped clarify the tomb’s attribution, have not survived, and the church is
not mentioned in known ancient texts, Fantalkin says.
While May’s analysis is not yet complete, she suspects that the skeleton
in the tomb belonged to a woman. This opens up an interesting theory.
According to the New Testament (Acts 8:40), Philip the evangelist was
transported by the Holy Spirit to Azotos Paralios, where he preached.
The saint also had four unmarried daughters who were gifted prophetesses (Acts 21:9) and played an important role in the early Church. It is
therefore possible that, given Philip’s connection to Ashdod Yam, a tradition may have developed that one of his daughters was buried there and
an ancient local tomb may have been identified as her grave, ultimately
leading to the construction of a basilica that was particularly beloved by
female ministers, Fantalkin says.
This, at the moment, is pure speculation, but whoever the person buried
in the apse was, she (or he) must have been seen as someone holy
enough to merit the construction of such a magnificent church and to
push many faithful to choose it as their final resting place.
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Ministry of female deacons
While there are similar burials and memorial inscriptions in many Byzantine churches, the amount of texts and the high number of deaconesses and other female ministers mentioned is unique, says Prof. Joseph
Patrich, an archaeologist and Byzantine expert from the Hebrew University who did not take part in the dig.
These women probably had a high status and had the means and power
to be memorialized in such fashion, Di Segni adds. For example, the
“Holy Mother Sophronia” was likely the mother superior of a nearby
convent, she suggests. As for the deaconesses, who make up most of the
women mentioned in the inscriptions, these could have been nuns or
secular women of an older age and high class, Di Segni says. In the Byzantine Church, deaconesses had an important role in the baptism of
women and other rites, as well as in ministering to female converts, the
sick and poor, explains Dr. Balbina Bäbler, a historian from the University
of Göttingen who is part of the project.
The ministry of female deacons (from the Greek “diakonos” – servant or
assistant) was eliminated in most Christian denominations over the centuries, but recently there have been calls to bring back this ancient order. Both the Orthodox Church of Greece and the Patriarchate of Alexandria and Africa have restored the role, while Pope Francis has set up a
commission to study the possibility of a similar move for the Catholic
Church.
Going back to Ashdod Yam’s “Church of the Deaconesses,” as some
scholars now call it, the archaeologists did investigate other burials in
the complex. And, as is often the case, they uncovered more questions
than answers.
For example, the above-mentioned mosaic pavement dedicated to
Gaianos the priest and Severa the deaconess lay over two tombs, each of
which contained a complex burial with two layers.
In the lower, earlier burials the researchers found two adults, one
possibly a woman wearing a golden earring, and a man. The latter’s skull
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was found spiked on an iron spearhead that had skewered him
through the jaw (spoiler alert: it
killed him).

charge of collecting taxes at the
port), they were hoping to excavate
the artifact-rich tomb of a man of
means. Instead they found another
jumble of bones, representing the
In the adjacent tomb, likely from
poorly preserved and limethe same period, the bodies of four
covered remains of up to 10 peoor five children were recovered,
ple, who had clearly taken over the
from babies to teenagers, May
grave of the
says.
magistrianos at a later date.
Were the two adults early Christian
The fact that the graves were remartyrs who had been killed in a
used is evident even without openwave of persecutions? And were
ing the burials. Most are covered
their children massacred and burwith patched-up mosaics, indicatied with them? It’s possible, but we
ing that these parts of the church’s
don’t know for sure yet, the anthrofloor were at some point ripped out
pologist says.
to bury fresh bodies and then reWhat is clear is that the tomb of the paired, says Dr. Lihi Habas, an aradults was reopened in a later
chaeologist from the Hebrew Uniphase of the basilica’s history and versity and an expert on Byzantine
transformed into a mass burial for mosaics.
some six people, mostly adults,
In some cases, there were attempts
who were dumped atop the reto restore the original patterns of
mains of the putative martyrs and
the floor decoration, with varying
liberally sprinkled with lime, she
success, while in others they simpsays.
ly fixed the holes with plain white
A time of death
mosaic tiles, Habas says.
This phenomenon is repeated
throughout the church. When the
archaeologists opened a tomb at
the entrance of the basilica marked
as belonging to “Theodoros the
magistrianos” (a local official in

“They didn’t try to hide the patches, you can see very clearly the difference between the original and
the changes,” she notes. “When it’s
a lower-quality fix, it clearly means
that it was a rush job.”
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The rushed floor repairs, the mass burials, the use of lime – normally
employed to limit smells and contagion – all point to a time of crisis and
widespread death. This leads the researchers to suggest that the later
burials may be connected to the so-called Plague of Justinian, which hit
the Byzantine Empire in the 540s. The epidemic, named after the emperor at the time, is said by ancient historians to have killed millions
and to have contributed significantly to the decline of the Eastern Roman Empire. However, in recent years, some scholars have questioned
whether this epidemic was really so devastating, as little evidence of its
effects had been found in the archaeological record. In 2013, researchers did identify traces of Yersinia pestis, the pathogen responsible for
the plague, in human remains from a sixth century cemetery in Germany, but much more data is needed to understand the scope and reach of
this ancient pandemic.
That is why May and colleagues will be looking for the DNA of Y. pestis
in the skeletons from Ashdod Yam. If they indeed find the bacteria, it
will be the first evidence of Justinian’s Plague found in Israel and will
provide invaluable information on the spread of the disease and evolution of the pathogen, May says.
Lost, found, reburied
After roughly two centuries of tumultuous existence, the story of the
Church of the Deaconesses came to an abrupt end when the complex
was destroyed by a huge fire around the year 600, Fantalkin says. The
conflagration may be connected to a natural disaster, like an earthquake, or possibly the Persian invasion of the Levant during the devastating Byzantine-Sasanian war of 602-628, the archaeologist suggests.
Whatever the cause of the basilica’s downfall, ironically, it was the collapse of the building’s roof that entombed the floors in a sort of time
capsule of burnt tiles and beams, preserving for posterity the splendid
mosaics and the enigmatic graves that lay beneath.
The rediscovery of the Church of the Deaconesses has caused ripples
of excitement not only among researchers, but also among Christian
20

religious leaders. Top Orthodox clergy held a liturgy there in July to
pray for the souls of the dead and Jerusalem Patriarch Theophilos III
called on Israeli authorities to protect the church’s remains.
“It is our fervent hope and desire that this site be preserved intact, and
ultimately be made accessible both to scholars and to pilgrims, like all
other holy places in our region,” Theophilos said at the ceremony. “This
would be a living testimony of the history of this ancient city and would
promote peaceful coexistence, tolerance, and mutual respect.”
The Ashdod municipality, which has supported the dig over the last
years, plans to open the site to the public “as soon as possible,” says
Ofer Dery, CEO of the city’s tourism development company. Currently,
they are awaiting a conservation plan for the church’s remains that must
be drawn up by the Israel Antiquities Authority, Dery says.
The entire area that was once Ashdod Yam is slated to become an archaeological park, incorporating not only the newly-discovered basilica,
but also an existing Islamic-era citadel as well as other ancient churches
and buildings still to be excavated, says Saar Ganor, the IAA’s chief archaeologist for the Ashkelon region, which includes Ashdod.
“We see Ashdod Yam as a site of huge importance, on the level of Caesarea,” Ganor says, referring to the impressive remains of the port city
built by Herod the Great on Israel’s northern coast. “But for this, the city
of Ashdod needs to allocate a budget.”
This institutional ping-pong will likely continue to play out for a while
and it is impossible to forecast now when the site will open to the public.
In the meantime, Fantalkin and his team have reburied the remains of
the basilica to protect them from the elements and vandalism, in the
hope that someday, hopefully soon, the treasures of the Church of Deaconesses will see the light again.
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Five years of struggle: Liberal backbencher warns national mental health
will take time
- By Rachel Clun
Mental health should be given the same standing as physical health if
the government wants to improve the mental health of the nation, which
Liberal MP and psychologist Fiona Martin says will be damaged for another five years or more.

She wants the school chaplaincy program reviewed and the number of
masters programs increased to expand the psychological workforce.
Dr Martin, chair of the select committee on mental health and suicide
prevention, said she’s willing to fight for recommendations in the committee’s final report, which she tabled in parliament on Wednesday.
“We are very vulnerable. We’ve gone through a lot with all the natural
disasters and the pandemic, and people are really struggling and they
will continue to struggle, I think, for a good five years after this,” she
said.
The report’s 44 recommendations include reviewing mental health training for GPs, creating a standing committee for mental health and expanding the number of masters programs for psychologists to increase
the mental health workforce.

The report also wants counsellors to become registered practitioners
with set requirements for training, and calls for an independent review of
existing school wellbeing programs, including the school chaplaincy
program.
“This is about making sure that we’re armed and ready, and we’re
protecting the mental health of Australians,” she said.

The report also recommends changes in parliament, including
introducing a new permanent committee for mental health and including
the Deputy Chief Medical Officer for Mental Health in all crisis
meetings.
It’s one of several mental health reports produced this year. A new
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national plan on mental health and
suicide prevention is due to be
made public at the end of the
month, but at the end of October it
was still in “solid draft” form, with
$770 million in funding tied to that
plan.

Hunt, Assistant Minister to the Prime
Minister on Mental Health and Suicide Prevention David Coleman,
and Prime Minister Scott Morrison
to ensure the report’s recommendations are taken seriously.

ing hard with Health Minister Greg

But the archbishop of Canterbury

“This is a very important report
Mental health experts have been
about preparing us for future
sceptical that the federal governdisasters, but also it’s about
ment is up for the task of complete- protecting the mental health of
ly overhauling the mental health
Australians and that should be
system. The Productivity Commis- important.”
sion in June last year found the
‘Rogues or idiots’: Justin Welby consystem was overly complex and
demns TV portrayal of clergy
unfit for purpose with many people
Archbishop of Canterbury says
being treated too late or not at all.
vicars are ‘hard-working, normal
Dr Martin said this select committee people’ rather than ‘depressing’
report gives the government a
depictions seen in TV dramas
ready-made plan for change, and
It became an instant hit with
she’s serious about making sure
viewers for its female vicar, quirky
that change happens.
cast of village characters and the
“I have to make sure that I fight for gentle fun it poked at the Church of
all the recommendations in it, and I England.
need to meet with all the ministers
Almost three decades after the first
and be advocating for it so that we
episode was aired, the Vicar of
do get change, otherwise what’s the
Dibley, starring Dawn French, is still
point?” she said.
a staple of Christmas specials and
“I think that I’m best to fight for
fundraising telethons. The Rev
these recommendations because I Geraldine Granger even made
have that frontline experience.”
several broadcasts to the nation
Dr Martin said she will be negotiat- during lockdown.
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has cast aspersions on Dibley’s vicar and other television clergy, saying
they portrayed vicars as “rogues or idiots”, whereas in reality they are
“hard-working, normal people, caring deeply about what they do”.
Such fictional depictions of vicars were “depressing”, Justin Welby told
the National Farmers’ Union. Departing from the text of his speech, Welby
said he had “got into” watching Clarkson’s Farm on television during the
pandemic.

He told the audience: “Maybe for you watching Jeremy Clarkson feels a
bit like for me watching anything with a vicar in it. Either you can’t stand
it or you get completely addicted. I generally find depictions of vicars on
TV to be depressing – they are portrayed as rogues or idiots … the reality is very different – it is actually of hard-working normal people, caring
deeply about what they do and working all the hours there are to do it.”
Welby has said that being a parish priest, for seven years in rural
Warwickshire, was the most stressful job he had done. He was ordained
as a priest after 11 years working in the oil industry. “The hardest work
I’ve ever done, and the most stressful, was as a parish priest – mainly
because it was isolated, insatiably demanding and I was on the whole
working without close colleagues – and that wears people down,” he told
the Church of England’s General Synod in 2017.
The Rev Bryony Taylor, rector of Barlborough and Clowne in Derbyshire
and the author of More TV Vicar?, a book about the fictional portrayal of
clergy on television, said characters had become “a lot more nuanced
and more rounded since the 70s and 80s, when they were total
stereotypes”.
Scriptwriters used characters “to make interesting stories that are going
to entertain people. It’s not that interesting watching TV shows about nice
people going about their everyday work. And people that write TV shows
are not setting out to try to make the church look good.”
One of her favourites was the vicar of St Saviours in Hackney, played by
Tom Hollander in the series Rev, which ran from 2010 to 2014. “He’s quite
flawed, and you love him for it really. He’s just trying to get on with the
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job at hand, and I identified with that guy,” Taylor said.
At the time the show was airing, Hollander said his character was the
opposite of “the cliche of a country vicar, partly because we wanted to
depict England as it is now, rather than having a sort of bucolicy, over-the
-hills-and-far-away, bird-tweeting England – we wanted the complications of the multicultural, multi-ethnic inner city, where everything is
much harder”.

Taylor also highlighted a clergyman in the crime drama Broadchurch.
“That was quite a balanced portrayal. It showed how the church can
bring communities together in times of great crisis and grief.”
Another crime drama, Collateral, had a gay female vicar among its
characters. “That was quite juicy, although a lot of my colleagues were
slightly irritated because the character was very naive and a lot of rules
were broken. But it was good to see a gay priest.”
Taylor, the rector of two rural churches, echoed Welby’s comment about
hard-working priests. “It can be quite lonely, you don’t have a big team
around you, you don’t get much banter like you do in an office. And
you’re dealing with a lot of expectation all the time. It’s a tremendous
privilege, I love being involved in people’s lives in really key moments,
but we work very, very hard and trying to create boundaries is quite
challenging.”
Catholic priests have also had starring roles in television dramas and
sitcoms, including Father Ted, Broken, and Fleabag.

No Wednesday mid-week Communion between Christmas and
February
There will be no mid-week Eucharist after Christmas
and throughout the month of January.
Midweek Communion is cancelled as of Wednesday 29th of December
2021 and will resume on Wednesday 2nd of February 2022.
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Should the gospel mean license to do harm? What the religious
discrimination bill means for LGBTQIA+ Christians - By Anthony Castle
There are scars, like stripes, marking my friend’s arms. I first saw the scars
in a church as my friend reached out and offered me communion. I had not
attended a church in years, and did I know my friend then, but I came to
know their story of growing up queer in a non-affirming church, with a nonaffirming gospel spoken over their body.
Some religious voices have been working to maintain the ability to speak
over people’s bodies, advocating for a so-called “Israel Folau clause” in the
federal government’s Religious Discrimination Bill 2021, or decrying Victoria’s Change or Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill 2020.
Some Christian lobby groups and organisations feel as if they have become
vulnerable, with their religious freedom to speak now at risk.
My friend shared the story of their scars earlier this year. I listened for
hours as they explained the pattern of self-harm that had developed in their
youth. As a young adult they had been subject to prayer-based conversion
routines, exorcisms intended to drive out demons of homosexuality. They
lived with anxiety, depression, sleeplessness. Eventually they fled their
church. Soon after they attempted suicide.
There are some on the Christian religious right that may feel vulnerable,
but the power they seek is to speak over the bodies of the most vulnerable.
They seek a power to speak a gospel of harm.

There is something that happens to our bodies when words are spoken over
them. Research has shown that LGBTQIA+ young people exposed to a nonaffirming religious message are considerably more likely to have thoughts
of self-harm and suicide. Suicide is the single biggest killer of young
people in Australia, and queer teenagers are five times more likely to have
attempted suicide in their lifetimes.
Words can act like seeds, scattered over us, taking root in our bodies,
growing over time. Words have power in the Christian tradition. They can
bind and loose, establish a thing, burn like fire. We praise God with our
tongues, Scripture explains, but we also use it to curse others made in God’s
image. Speech is a form of action, and to say that someone’s sexuality or
gender identity is sinful, broken, and worthy of punishment is to deny
someone’s sense of self, to detach them from the lived experience of their
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own body. These words dehumanise. ble to live with their parents and
churches, but unable to leave them
Detachment can be built into Chrisas well.
tian culture. We deny ourselves, the
heart is deceitful, we crucify the
I have seen what this does to peoflesh, walk by the spirit. These sym- ple’s bodies. I have sat with believbolic passages can be useful for
ers who have wept while talking
some responding to patterns of trau- about their family’s rejection; I’ve
ma, and self-denial and detachment heard people describe the discomfrom ego and compulsion are key
fort that can come with simply apparts of many spiritual traditions, but proaching a church. I have watched
they can create a dissociation when survivors become nauseous at the
applied to someone’s intrinsic quali- sound of hymns, begin to shake
ties. The word gospel means “good when certain words are spoken. I
news”, a message of liberation, but have heard friends share their expeall too often queer bodies are subriences and scratch at their skin until
jected to a message of dehumanisa- it bled.
tion, to a gospel that isn’t good at all.
Words become flesh, homophobia is
I think of all the vulnerable bodies
internalised, and religious speech
born into non-affirming communican be an act of harm that manifests
ties. 11 per cent of the population
in someone’s body. I know. I have
identify as queer. That’s one in ten
seen the scars. Some on the religious
children in Sunday schools, students right don’t just seek the power to
in religious classrooms. There is of- speak a gospel of harm over the vulten a false dichotomy that presents
nerable, but to see that gospel be
the queer community and the reliprotected by law.
gious community as distinct and sepSome suggest the Religious Discrimarate, but 32 per cent of same-sex
ination Bill could be a necessary
couples identify as Christian.
protection for vulnerable minorities,
LGBTQIA+ people aren’t just born
but the process began as a response
into faith; they are bound by it, too.
to marriage equality. The then treasResearch on internalised homopho- urer Scott Morrison stated this
bia reveals that queer believers have directly in Parliament, just days
increased thoughts of suicide not on- before same-sex marriage became
ly when they in non-affirming fami- law, that the Ruddock Religious Freelies and communities, but when they dom Review was a response to the
leave those people and places as
“no” vote losing the plebiscite.
well. Many queer believers feel una27

The Scripture offers no comprehensive statement on orientation (the
term “homosexual” was first inserted into translations in 1946), but the
proposed “Israel Folau clause”
demonstrated the bill’s narrow focus
on protecting religious homophobia.
While that clause has been removed,
the inclusion of a “statement of belief” provision will further embolden
the non-affirming religious organisations who want to speak over their
staff, their students, and their patients. The larger narrative of the Bible is one of unfolding inclusion that
grows to embrace sexual minorities,
but some Christian voices used this
debate to articulate what they had
wanted from the bill — the ability to
hire and fire gay teachers and nurses, to select and eject school kids.

ilege the status quo for homophobia
in any religious context. It will provide protections for religious voices
to make harmful statements that
could currently be discriminatory
under state law. The bill wasn’t
sought after by non-affirming Christian voices to protect those discriminated against on account of their religion, but to empower those who
discriminate against others on the
basis of their religion.

I think about my friend who offered
me communion. While the sacrament has differing significance in
different denominations, the bread
and the wine evoke the death of
Christ, his body and blood. Christ is
a picture of love, the divine in human
form, and our communities gather
around this ritual. I think about my
There are many in non-Christian
friend, but also about the other
faith traditions and religious minori- queer believers who are no longer
ties that experience discrimination in religious communities. I think
in this country and have camabout those who didn’t find a picture
paigned for a Religious Discrimina- of love in the ritual.
tion Bill. Many voices sought this bill
I think of all the believers that have
to find protection for the dehumanisbeen denied, their experience deing treatment they themselves face.
meaned, their existence dehumanThe challenge here remains to proised. I think of those who suffered in
tect all religious groups from bigotthe church, fled from it, their sense
ry while also protecting queer beof self killed by it. I think about the
lievers and young people from
plebiscite some religious voices
harmful speech in all spaces, reliwanted, and the spike in mental
gious or otherwise.
health struggles and assaults the
It is not clear that the current bill has queer community experienced in its
gotten the balance right. It will priv- wake.
28

If the bill passes in its current form, the non-affirming Christian organisations and lobby groups, priests and pastors that have fought for it will have
won the protection to speak more loudly over those at-risk. This has happened in a manner detached from the majority of Christians who supported
marriage equality. These voices have spoken detached from the bodies of
research, detached from the bodies of the vulnerable, and detached from
the queer body of Christ. We can all fall short in our faith, miss the mark, but
should a religious culture this detached from its own body be privileged in
the law?
I ask my friend why they are still part of the church, why — after all they’ve
gone through — I still see their scars on a Sunday. The church I attend formally separated from its Pentecostal denomination in order to be fully inclusive of the LGBTQIA+ community, so while my friend is welcome, I still
wonder about it. My friend shares that they come to church because they
feel safe and supported. They come because the community works for inclusion and justice, not as additions to Christian faith but to express the values of Christ himself. My friend comes because they are loved.
I am part of religious community for the same reasons. Like my friend, I was
brought back by a loving community, a body that is human but divine, broken but whole. We can see something of ourselves in the bread and the
wine, and while a history of harm can mean we don’t always find a picture of
love in the ritual, we find the love we need in each other. I have seen the
harm that religious culture can cause. I see scars, like stripes, but I see that
they are healed as well.
Regardless of our sexuality, or our religious beliefs, we all need to be part
of a body, to be loved. We all need words of affirmation spoken over us,
sown into our bodies — diverse bodies that are vulnerable like bread, divine in form. In a world where we can be dehumanised by oppressive systems that are religious, political, and economic, we all need good news. We
all need a message of liberation. A gospel of harm can kill our sense of self.
Love will always bring us back.

Anthony Castle is an Adelaide-based writer and the Community Director at
Activate Church.
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Worcester Cathedral counts cost of a visit from Storm Arwen
- By HATTIE WILLIAMS
Scotland and north of England worst affected by rain, snow, and
gale-force winds
WORCESTER CATHEDRAL was among the dozens of church buildings to
suffer extensive damage during Storm Arwen, which hit the UK last Friday.
The north-east of Scotland and the north of England were the worst
affected by rain, snow, and gale-force winds over the weekend. Three
people were killed by falling trees in Aberdeenshire, Antrim, and
Lancashire last Friday, when the Met Office issued a red weather
warning.
On Friday night, a large stone fell from the tower of Worcester
Cathedral, smashing through the north choir-aisle roof and causing
extensive damage, the Bishop of Worcester, Dr John Inge, reported on
Twitter on Saturday morning. “I hope it won’t be regarded as an act of
God!” he wrote.
The cathedral was closed over the weekend. It reopened on Monday, with
visiting and services restricted to the nave and cloister; the shop and café
were open as usual. The Dean of Worcester, the Very Revd Peter Atkinson,
said on Monday: “A team of experts is on-site conducting investigations
and making the affected area of roof-water and weather-proof. The nave
and cloister are unaffected and open and safe for services and visiting.
“The roof’s ribbed vault appears to have buckled under the impact but
has not given way. This is a tribute to those unnamed masons who built the
east end of the cathedral in the 13th century. The damage, though serious,
is confined to the aisle. The hole in the roof now has a temporary covering.
A programme of repair is being planned, and a rope-access team have
today been assessing the tower.”
The plan was for Christmas services and events to go ahead, he said,
although it was unclear how long the programme of repair would take,
how much it would cost, and what the knock-on effects might be. “We
have already lost income over the weekend, and are sadly unable to
release additional tickets for our popular Christmas carol and crib
services as we had planned to this week, as a result of losing capacity in
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the north transept.”
He continued: “This is a terrible thing to have happened, particularly in the
run-up to Christmas. While repairs take place, we will be operating under
temporary measures designed to maximise our use of the building; but it
will take time for us to be back to normal once more.”
Dean Atkinson urged the public to donate to the cathedral’s
Christmas appeal.

Roads were closed and clean-up operations by local councils were under
way after hundreds of trees were blown over in 100-mph winds. These also
caused damage to churchyards, including St Peter’s, Heysham; St Mary’s,
Morecambe; Lancaster Castle; and Morecambe cemetery. Trains were
affected, and 40,000 households were still without power on Sunday.
Several trees were toppled in the gardens of Bishop’s Lodge, the residence
of the Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Revd Paul Bayes. The gardens are usually
open to the public once a week. Bishop Bayes posted on Twitter: “Very
grateful to my colleagues Phil and Tom for all the hard work done in this
garden over many years. We’ll do all we can to be able to welcome people
here again soon.”
The footpath to St Wilfrid’s, Standish, and several gravestones were
severely damaged after one its biggest trees was blown over on Friday
night. The Rector, Canon Andrew Holliday, reported on Facebook on
Saturday: “It is now posing a health and safety risk to any entering the
churchyard from the lychgate on Rectory Lane. . . We are leaving it until
Monday, as the tree is safe at the moment, but we want to minimise the risk
to everyone.”

Religious bill winds back hard fought protections provided by states
- By Anna Brown and Arthur Moses
The long-awaited third and final draft of the government’s Religious
Discrimination Bill has arrived, and it doesn’t meet the pub test, for
anyone.
Our laws should protect all of us, equally, no matter who we are, whom we
love or what we believe. But what the bill gives with one hand, it
undermines with the other.
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Rather than simply protecting people of faith from discrimination like most
states and territories have managed to do, the Morrison government’s third
attempt at the Religious Discrimination Bill winds back hard fought for
protections for LGBTIQ+ people, women, people with disabilities and,
ironically, even people of faith.
The final bill removes two of the most contentious provisions, but some
of its worst provisions remain and new ones have been added that would
undermine everyone’s right to respect and dignity at work, school and
whenever they access goods and services like healthcare.
For example, the inclusion of a clause that allows “statements of belief” as a
defence to discrimination complaints is problematic to say the least.
What may constitute a statement of belief is broadly defined by the bill,
while the limitations as to which statements will not be acceptable are not
well-defined or clear. Religious texts are replete with statements that
demean single women, people with disability and LGBT+ people.
Depending on various interpretations, love between two people of the
same gender is an “abomination”, women shouldn’t wear men’s clothes
and vice versa, and women are “deficient” in intelligence and religion.
Of course, most people of faith and most members of the Australian
community would never repeat these things to another person,
preferring to live and let live, and reflecting overriding values that
people deserve to live their lives with dignity and respect.
But under the bill’s unprecedented statements of belief provisions,
statements that constitute discrimination today, could become lawful
tomorrow. For instance, a nurse saying to a patient that their HIV is a
punishment from God. A disability support worker saying to a young girl
that her disability is caused by the devil. A waiter saying to a queer
person of faith that their relationship is an abomination before God.

These provisions will have a chilling effect, meaning that people who
experience discrimination at work, at school, or when accessing services
will be less likely to call out unacceptable behaviour.
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The latest version of the bill also
includes a new set of provisions
designed to override a new law
currently being debated in the
Victorian Parliament that would
ensure that a religious organisation
can only discriminate against
people based on religion when
religion is actually relevant to the
role.

Discrimination Bill.
Legislation should enforce and
balance conflicts between rights, in a
manner that is proportionate and is
in accordance with international
human rights principles.
This can be best achieved through
a National Human Rights Act or a
Charter of Rights not through a
narrow piece of legislation that seeks
to use a sledgehammer to
secure religious beliefs at the cost
of the rights of all members of the
Australian community.

These sensible reforms that limit
the ability of employers to tell their
employees what they must believe
to keep their jobs, are being ripped
up before they have even passed the
Those who advocate for this bill
Victorian Parliament.
should hasten slowly and allow a
Australia has a long history as a
joint select committee of the Federal
successful vibrant diverse nation
Parliament to review these
with hard fought for human rights
proposals carefully and transparently
protections for different
allow representatives from both
communities.
houses to hear from their
We all agree that religious freedom constituents who will be impacted
is an important human right and
by the bill.
should be protected, along with
All Australians deserve a fair go not
freedom of expression. But there
just those with the loudest voice.
are other important rights that also
need protecting, such as the right to Anna Brown is the CEO of Equality
Australia. Arthur Moses, SC, is
live with dignity.
former president of the Law
Striking the right balance between
Council.
protecting these freedoms and
other rights is of great importance to
the Australian community and should
be the focus of parliamentarians as
they consider the Religious
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INTERCESSIONS 5 December 2021

[CELEBRANT] We now pray for God’s world and for his church as we look for Christ’s
kingdom which is to come.
For your church, that guided by your Spirit it may not grow weary in the
mission of Christ and serve as a beacon of hope to a broken and
suffering world. Give your wisdom to those who proclaim the gospel in
word, deed and sacrament, especially Justin of Canterbury, Geoffrey our
Primate, Kanishka our Archbishop, Michael our bishop, James our rector
and all those in ministry. From the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, today we
ask for a special blessing on the Anglican Church of Burundi.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Give us hearts filled with love for your creation so that our words and
deeds bear witness to the unending care you have for the whole earth.
Encourage nations to work together for the sake of all people. Raise up
leaders who are advocates of peace and justice. Pour out your Spirit
upon Elizabeth our Queen and our national, state and local leaders, that
they may constantly listen for your voice and faithfully serve with
understanding and compassion.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, those who are lonely,
depressed or estranged from family, all prisoners and captives, reveal
your grace and healing power that they may know they are surrounded
by Christ’s love, peace and comfort. We especially bring to you those on
our parish prayer list:
Graham Anderson; Joyce Bannister; Barry Brandy; John Burns; June
Cameron; Roger Davidson; Grace Mao-Jing; Paul Goodchild; Malcolm
Green; Greg; Enid Kell; Norma Kneipp; Fr Shenouda Mansour; Lola Marr;
David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister Palmer; Sally Palmer; Michelle
Phillips; Sylvia; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Geoff
Voller & Bob Woods.
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Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We commend to you all who have died that they may rest in that place
where there is no pain or grief but life eternal. We pray especially for
Ernie Whittaker, Caroline Wall & Dennis Allan Bennett
And we continue to trust in your merciful keeping those whose year’s
mind occurs at this time. We pray for:
Baby Lynne Maddock; Tony Schoer; June Elizabeth Harding; Tamine
Maatouk; June Dorothy Mansell; William James Atholstan Fawbert;
Vincent Rodrigues & Jordan Hayes.
With them, may we be numbered with your saints in glory everlasting.

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 6th December - Nicholas of Myra, bishop and Philanthropist
(d.c.342)



Tuesday 7th December - Ambrose of Milan, bishop and teacher (d.397)



Wednesday 8th December - The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
- Richard Baxter, Pastor and Spiritual writer
(d.1691)
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