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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 6th June 2021 

   Second Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee 

in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

1 Samuel 8.4-11(12-15)     The First Reading      1 Samuel 15.34-16.13 

16-20;11-14-15                                                                                                                             

Ps 138                                The Psalm                 Ps 20                                                                           

2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1       The Epistle                 2 Corinthians 5.6-10                      

(2-5)      (11-13) 14-17                                             

Mark 3.20-35                      The Gospel                Mark 4.26-34   
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

COVID-19 What you can and can't do under the rules | NSW                      

Government  

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical                   

distancing, etc. The Holy Water Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will involve bowing reverently to those one is 

seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds (the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing and hygiene protocols must be  served. 

Parishioners must be seated after being served with their morning tea 

and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
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If the situation changes with reference to the government's directives 

then we will review matters at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers every day and I look forward to seeing 

you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

Thank You from the Trading Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encouraging with the results. We raised $69 

last Sunday.   

Please keep checking what we have each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of $3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marmalades (citrus, orange and lemon,                

Seville orange, Blood Orange, Grapefruit, Grapefruit & Pomegranate, 

Lemon, Lemon & Lime, Lime, Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat),                 

Butters (Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime, Lemon & Passionfruit)) peach & 

plum, apricot, raspberry, strawberry & apple, Passionfruit jam/sauce, 

Choko & Ginger jams, Crab Apple jelly, Crab Apple Sauce, Quince and 

Apple sauce, Lilly Pilly Jelly, not to mention the chutneys (Choko, Choko 

& Ginger, Pear & Apple,  Paw Paw) 

If you would like a particular type of jam, marmalade or chutney please 

let me know and will try to make it for you.  

Fresh baked goods available most Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s fans a few still available $2 each, post cards $1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new $2.50 each. 

Cards of St Paul’s stained glass windows available again $3.50 each 
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Mosaics: If you are into craft and would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at varying prices. 

Pair black Kelvin Klein ladies boots hardly worn size 81/2 $25 

Plants: They will be having a rest for the winter and will return in the 

spring 

We have a selection of books, CD’s and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the hall after the 9.30am service. If 

anyone from the 8am service would like some jams/marmalades etc 

please contact Pam and she will organize them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any donations in the hall without asking me first. 

Is anyone able to do folk art? Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees that I could have some fruit for making 

jams? Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 

 

 

Photos for the 150th Anniversary 

Dear Friends, 

I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the 200th  

Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”. 

Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you are 

young at heart  but  do you think you might still be around when St Paul’s 

turns 200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be. 

If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and                 

return them to you as soon as I can.  I am hoping to have everyone in this age 

group represented so please have a good look through your photo                          

collections. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               

Rosemary 
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RIP PAUL PHILIPS 

Well done, good and faithful servant: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

It is my sad duty to advise you that Paul Philips died on Friday 28th of 

May.  

We give thanks to Almighty God for Paul's life and we pray for all those 

who mourn his death, especially for Yolande. 

In the midst of our sadness, we have the sure and certain hope that as                

Jesus died and rose again so too shall we because of Jesus' triumph over 

death and, because of this, we know that there is nothing that can                       

separate us from the love of God, not even death itself. 

Rest eternal grant unto Paul O Lord,                                                                                   

and let light perpetual shine upon him. Amen. 

Paul's funeral was held at St Paul’s on Thursday 3rd of June.  

Go forth upon your journey from this world, O Christian soul;                                   

in the name of God the Father who created you.                                                    

Amen. 

In the name of Jesus Christ who suffered for you.                                                 

Amen. 

In the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.                                                            

Amen. 

In communion with all the blessèd saints;                                                                 

with the angels and archangels and all the heavenly host.                                      

Amen. 

May your portion this day be in peace                                                                       

and your dwelling in the city of God.                                                                        

Amen. 

Thank yous  

Thank you to the parishioner who has funded the repair of the stonework 

on the NW entrance to the church . 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 69,687.65 
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COME AND SEE 

What are you looking for in life? 

Love:  Whoever does not love does not 

  know God, for God is love.  

  (I John 4: 8) God is love, and  

  those who abide in love abide  

  in God, and God abides in  

  them. (I John 4: 16b) 

Joy:  I have said these things to you 

  so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  (John 15: 11) 

Peace:  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 

  you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 

  do not let them be afraid. (John 14: 27) 

Life: I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.   

  (John 10: 10) 

Unity: that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in  

  you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that 

  you have sent me. (John 17: 21) 

Come and see (John 1: 39) and join in what God is doing at St. Paul’s                

Anglican Church, Burwood, and find love, joy, peace, life, and unity in a 

world of hate, stress, worry, death, and division. 

As well as our beautiful worship (our love for God) and our pastoral care 

(our love for each other and for all) and our generosity to those who are 

in need, we will also continue to upgrade our buildings. The Bishop of 

Newcastle reports that over 50% of their Parishes are in deficit and that 

none are doing maintenance on their buildings. 72% of Parishes in Syd-

ney are going backwards. We are swimming against the tide. Thanks be 

to God and I thank you for all that you do to help build St. Paul’s up in 

faith and hope and love. 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 29)                                        

- By Kerin Brown  

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Meets the Woman at the Well 

John 4: 5-30 

Jesus is tired and sits at the well in the middle of the day.  There he 

meets a Samaritan woman and asks her to give him a drink.  She comes 

to the well by herself in the middle of the day.  The other women would 

have been to the well hours earlier, before the heat of the day, and in 

groups.  This woman is by herself.  She is an outcast.  Jesus addresses 

her!  A Jewish man would never have asked any strange woman any-

thing, let alone a Samaritan woman.  And now he bids her give him a 

drink.   She will have touched it!  She is surprised that he addresses her 

– she knows he is Jewish yet he still asks her. Later when the disciples 

return from buying food, they are astonished to see Jesus and the wom-

an there together.  But they don’t ask him what he’s doing.  They may not 

understand yet, but they don’t interfere, they seem more interested in 

making sure Jesus has something to eat. 
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 Jesus speaks of living water, and the woman asks him where he can get 

this living water.  She alludes to their shared heritage –they are at 

Jacob’s well.  She then askes Jesus to give her this living water, so she 

may never be thirsty, or have to come here to draw water. She takes 

him literally at first.   

They go on to discuss her marital arrangements.  Jesus knows all.  She 

is amazed!  It starts to dawn on her gradually who Jesus might be.  He 

says he is the Messiah.  He knows everything she has ever done!  Can 

he be the Messiah?  She is so preoccupied with getting back to the city, 

that she leaves her water-jar at the well! 

But there’s something wrong.  Jesus is holding up his left arm and hand.  

His right hand holds his staff.  I investigated iconic hand gestures.  Of-

ten the right hand is raised, sometimes both hands, but never the left 

hand!  My theory is that when the sketches were made for the window, 

the tracing paper was inverted, and so the picture we see is the mirror 

image of what was originally intended! 

Jesus and the Samaritan woman are looking straight into each other’s 

eyes!  No first century man and woman would have ever done that in a 

public place, so I find that unsettling.  But maybe it says something 

about how Jesus is treating this woman, equally, as a human being, like 

other human beings, not a woman or a Samaritan or an outcast.  She has 

just as much right to enter the Kingdom of Heaven as anyone else.  He 

is giving her that chance. 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/significance-of-the-woman-at

-the-well.html 

This window was dedicated to the memory of Charles Marmaduke 

Deane (1862-1929) 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971 by 

Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

 

 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/significance-of-the-woman-at-the-well.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/significance-of-the-woman-at-the-well.html
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Garden Mosaics 

The small team of people who have 

been working on the mosaic to      

celebrate 150th Anniversary of the 

church are also creating mosaics to 

adorn the garden. You will have               

already seen one of the artworks 

attached to the flower pot opposite 

the north porch. 

The photos show some of the ones 

completed which will go into the 

church grounds. There are more 

which we are creating for the                 

outside seats and birdbath. These 

will also be available for                                     

sponsorship on completion. 

We would like people to sponsor 

them as either memorials or                   

celebrations. The cost would                    

include a plaque to accompany 

them. The sponsorship of these is 

also to raise funds towards the hall 

roof. All the labour has been                      

volunteered.   

There are various suggested prices  

Mosaic pot opposite north porch: 

$150 for each installed cross  

Opus Pavers: base price to be inset 

$450 

Random Pavers: still being created 

$250 see photos  

Birdbath: still being created $500 

You might wish to combine costs to 

cover any one of the artworks and 

all names can go onto the plaque? 

The pavers will be on display in the 

hall for you to see and make a                     

selection.  

Opus Pavers 

Faith Hope Love to be installed                  

together in front of the maple tree 

opposite the western door of the 

church 

CHI RHO ALPHA & OMEGA (Chi 

Rho are the first letters of Christ in 

Greek (Ch and r). This symbol is used 

a lot in Orthodox iconography. 

Alpha and Omega are the first and 

last letters in the Greek alphabet 

(Jesus said that he was the beginning 

and the end, the alpha and omega). 

Canterbury Cross has been                    

sponsored  

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE have been 

sponsored 

If you would like to know more 

about these mosaics or want to 

sponsor any of them please speak 

to Pam  
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The seat where the mosaic (photo on the right) will be installed  

the pavers to be placed in front on the slab  

The seat where the mosaic (photo on the right) will be installed  
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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Here is the link to pre-order (and pay for) the book: 

A History of St Paul's, Hosted online, 6th of May | Humanitix  

https://events.humanitix.com/a-history-of-st-paul-s?_ga=2.95422236.1466894060.1621211404-1437079481.1621211404
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 1 Samuel 8.4-11 (12-15) 16-20; 11.14-16;  Psalm 

 138; 

 2 Corinthians 4.13 – 5.1 (2-5); Mark 3.20-35 

Today we learn from that Psalmist that At a time when 

I called to you, you gave me answer: and put new 

strength within my soul. May we remember that 

whenever we feel weak, or tired or anxious that if we call on God, then 

new strength will be given to us. There is no need to feel hopeless and 

alone because God is ever-willing to send the Holy Spirit to inspire, to 

comfort, and to strengthen us. 

 Send your Spirit to us, Lord, that we might be given consolation and 

reassurance. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 18th or 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking the 

Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  the 

purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical as we 

get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk                 con-

tamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small packets of 

sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and the small bot-

tles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that you 

have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We have a nice 

collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up the good work 

(So far we have $1500 to claim for this month). 

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  

BIRTHDAY WISHES  

Our warmest best wishes to Bill Whittle 

who celebrated a Birthday yesterday! 

We also wish Bob Stephenson a Happy 

80th Birthday!   

Many happy returns to Bill and to Bob.                 

May God richly bless them and bring 

them much happiness in the coming 

years! 

Bill cutting his birthday cake in the 

office on Friday  
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URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Long life milk 

Cereal  

Rice   
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

Open plate:$2030.00 

On line giving:$1705    

Parish Pantry:$425.00 

Donation  in memory of the late Paul Philips: 

$150 

Kneelers from belltower: $100 

Donation towards electricity for air con in 

belltower: $100 

Trading Table: $500 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$5010 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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Liz Cheney challenges us: with whom shall we stand? 

By Joan Chittister 

In 1975, a quote in The Oak and the Calf carried a warning from one of 

the most profound thinkers of the era. "In our country," Russian writer 

and historian Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn said, "the lie has become not just a 

moral category, but a pillar of the state." 

It gave me great pause until, now, I myself have seen the truth of it. Here. 

But how do you begin a national discussion about it? By saying, "I can't 

believe this is happening?" Or, maybe: "This has to be some kind of mis-

take, right?" Or, how about a simple "There's no way this can be true"? 

And then the unwary say? 

"What? What can't be true?" they say. 

"The fact that one of the oldest political parties in the United States has 

purged a member — a leader of the party, to be exact — for telling the 

truth. The truth. Not for telling a lie. For telling the truth." 

"Nah?" 

"You heard me. That's what can't be true." 

And when people pass it off with a yawn, you know for sure that it's true. 

What you don't know is who cares. Anybody? Which, in the end, is really 

a worse situation. 

That's what is turning all political morality upside down. And in our own 

time. Here. Where such things "do not happen." 

Which is where the discussion really begins. 

Because if it is true, who do they think is harmed by it? Liz Cheney? Get 

real. Liz Cheney is right up there with George Washington now. Any 

child who ever heard of George Washington has known that we need 

someone to remind us that truth — trustworthiness — is an essential 

 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  
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component of leadership for a good long time now. 

No, in the end it will not be Cheney who suffers from this debacle. The 

people who will be harmed are the people who did it. One hundred 

and forty-seven Republicans voted to expel Cheney from her leader-

ship role for admitting that President Joe Biden won the election, not 

Donald Trump. Eighty percent of Republicans, the polls say, agree with 

Cheney's purge for telling that truth. So it's their lie now; not simply 

Trump's. It belongs to the people who are denying us the integrity 

we're looking for, and because of whom we know without a doubt now 

that we can't expect any integrity from them either. 

After all, it's one thing to have members of Congress disagree on which 

form of a policy will best solve a given problem. But to remove a nation-

al figure from leadership because they tell the truth simply tells us the 

truth we need to know about them: they will tell any lie necessary in or-

der to get power and keep it under any circumstances. 

Regardless of what happens to the country because they lie. 

In Germany, the "Big Lie" was "Jews? What Jews? We didn't do anything 

to the Jews." 

In the United States now the "Big Lie" is "Lose? No, Donald Trump didn't 

lose the election. It was stolen from him." (At least he thinks it was.                  

Maybe.) But as long as we silently accept his big lie, as long as we do 

nothing to expose it, he will see that the people he lied to about it keep 

voting its carriers into office. 

Of course, there are a few little lies that have go with it to keep the big 

lie in place. Like "There was no insurrection at the Capitol. It was noth-

ing but the usual raucous crowd of tourists." 

And "No, we aren't doing anything wrong by lying about that. We just 

want to keep our Congressional seats, and our committee chairman-

ships, and our pay checks, and our pensions. And we're being very 

open about that. So that's very  honest, isn't it?" 
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Indeed it is. It tells us plainly that the leadership in this party has         

abandoned honor and honesty for the sake of dishonest gains for           

personal profit. 

It tells us that thanks to partisanship — the-do-it-our-way-or-we'll-purge

-you-crowd — we have created ourselves a Congress that has no               

conscience and leaders that allow no conscience to operate. It reminds 

me of the Chinese soldiers manufactured and buried all together by 

the  Qin Dynasty to affect a display of military might. All of those         

nameless artifacts in dusty terracotta. So goes democracy. 

In praise of evensong — more than an act of personal        

devotion 

It connects us with the Church’s worship around the world and through 

the ages, says Simon Reynolds 

THE growth being experienced by cathedrals and other places where 

choral evensong is offered is part of a much wider pattern of changing 

religious activity in Europe. 

As the cultural influence of the historic Churches continues to decline, 

growing numbers of people are discovering that they want to speak 

about what they believe, what brings them fulfilment, and how the need 

for a “spiritual dimension” to life can be met. 

However they express it, many people are asking whether they have a 

“soul” — and how it can be nourished and enlarged. This partly               

explains the rediscovery of pilgrimage, whether this is along one of the 

traditional routes or along routes of people’s own devising. Others have 

discovered the value and potential of monastic communities, with their 

emphasis on the balance between work, silence, prayer, and                  

community interdependence. 

Choral evensong can be seen as part of this momentum of pilgrimage 

and a monastic way of prayer. Not only did evensong evolve from the 

monastic pattern of daily prayer; it continues to offer a stable, reliable,  
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and regular pattern of daily worship. 

In one sense, it makes few demands because it is simply given. It      

usually happens at a time when people are heading home, and the axis 

of the day begins to turn from light to darkness. It offers a space into 

which the concerns, failures, and achievements of the day can be 

brought into the wide and generous orbit of the Church’s worship.  

WHETHER a person goes to evensong alone, or with others, it is never 

an isolated activity. Of course, there are other people present — not 

least the choir, clergy, and others whose task it is organise and offer 

this worship. But there is a much wider — and deeper — dimension to 

this sense of being part of something greater than oneself — or even 

the present moment. 

This is significant at a time when increasing numbers of people under 

the age of 35 are more likely to experience loneliness than those over 

the age of 55. At one level, evensong embodies a strong sense of conti-

nuity. 

The words being said and sung, and the basic shape of the service, has 

been part of Christian experience from a very early moment in our     

history. It takes us back to our roots in the Jewish faith of Jesus and his 

followers. 

At another level, the same (or very similar) words are being said or 

sung in many other places, at about the same time, all over the world: 

not simply in other cathedrals with glorious music, but by small groups 

and isolated individuals; in small country churches, hospitals, and im-

migration centres; in affluent societies or in places of grinding poverty 

and brutal persecution. 

The worship in which we are involved inescapably binds us to other 

people, other cultures, and other times. 

This is an act of worship that gently reminds us that, while each of us is 

infinitely precious to God, as 21st-century people we are not the centre  
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of the universe. Others have been nourished and enlarged by this wor-

ship long before us — and will continue to be so long after our lives on 

earth have ended. 

Evensong may be happening at a specific time and in a particular place, 

here and now; but we are inescapably part of the praying of countless 

millions of unknown and unknowable people with whom we share this 

worshipping experience across time and space. 

This is why it is natural to speak of evensong as part of the Church’s           

worship rather than simply being an act of personal devotion. 

This is worship that takes us out of ourselves and challenges our self-

referential tendencies. It invites us to journey into unfamiliar territory, to 

discover the wider horizons of life, history, and faith, and to 

acknowledge that we share this fragile planet with others. 

THE music that is integral to choral evensong is an obvious way of                       

accentuating the sense of continuity underscoring this act of worship. 

Unless a piece of music happens to be receiving its first performance, 

the music that you will hear has been sung, and heard, many times                 

before — possibly for centuries. 

It is both inspiring and humbling to know that we are not the first (and 

will not be the last) people for whom this music has accompanied and 

articulated our longing, hope, and gratitude. Its regular repetition in 

many different places absorbs the prayers of countless generations of 

people. 

I have often been most acutely aware of this on a Friday, when the                    

service is sparser in feel (and traditionally sung without organ                           

accompaniment) to recall the day of the crucifixion. It is a day when 

much of the music tends to come from the medieval and Tudor periods, 

and may also include plainsong — one of the earliest known forms of 

music used in Christian worship. 

It seems to amplify the architectural space in which the worship takes 

place (in a cathedral dating from the Middle Ages, or earlier), where the 
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music, as well as aspects of the worshipping environment, may be             

contemporaneous. 

Even in a 20th-century cathedral, such as Coventry or Liverpool, there 

is a keen sense that music from an earlier period is gently challenging 

the tendency to imagine that Christian worship is purely of the present       

moment (or within living memory). 

Similarly, the presence of contemporary music in an ancient cathedral, 

especially its more angular dissonance, serves as a reminder that the 

worship being offered, although in beautiful and ancient surroundings, 

is not remote from the anguished and urgent realities of the present 

day.  

ONE of the ways music works its mysterious power in worship is to        

insist that reality is much more than what we may know or understand 

at this moment. Not only can it invite us to ponder the essential truth 

about our place in this vast and complex universe; it also opens a               

window through which we can glimpse the endless possibilities of 

eternity. 

Understood in this way, music in Christian worship performs, in Keats’s 

words, a “priestlike task”. If we will let it, music can hold up an                            

undistorted mirror to the human condition. 

Harmony and dissonance, rhythm and stillness, as well as major and 

minor keys, provide their own commentary on the exigencies of life. It 

challenges us to embrace the whole world with all its dazzling beauty, 

all its devastating pain, and all its horrific injustice. 

When words, architecture, and music come together in a large wor-

shipping space like a cathedral, it can invite worshippers to inhabit a 

place to face reality at its most intense, and to be drawn more deeply 

into the orbit of God’s redeeming and healing love. 

Choral evensong is not a modern invention designed to attract more 

people into church and stem the momentum of decline: it has evolved 

over many centuries. 
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Although several elements take us 

back to the worshipping experi-

ence of Jesus in the Jewish faith, 

the current framework of the ser-

vice was largely fixed in the mid-

16th century (with some minor re-

visions over the course of the next 

century or so). 

After the great religious and polit-

ical upheaval of the Reformation, 

which gave birth to new forms of 

Christian worship across Europe 

during the 16th century, evensong 

was one of the services that 

adapted the worship of the mon-

asteries for ordinary people and 

their clergy to use together. 

In that sense, it simply perpetu-

ates what the Church has always 

done, without any attempt to make 

it more relevant, to adapt it to 

meet today’s cultural expectations, 

or to overlay it with endless expla-

nation that may diminish its im-

pact. Its language belongs more to 

the world of Shakespeare than to 

Twitter. 

SOME of the music may not be 

“easy listening”. The readings 

from Jewish and Christian             

scriptures expose us to “another 

country” in the  ancient Near East 

and parts of the Mediterranean. 

This is a world we cannot easily 

know, where human rights,                

antibiotics, and air travel were        

unimaginable. 

Notwithstanding its rooting in the 

past, choral evensong seems to          

attract and invite today precisely 

because it is a gift — and a gift 

that demands little or nothing in 

return. As part of the diverse 

“mixed economy” of worship in 

the Church of England, people 

can stumble on it unexpectedly, or 

grow in familiarity after an initial 

and hesitant encounter. 

Anyone attending evensong in a 

cathedral or large church can be                    

confident that they will not be 

quizzed about their motives and 

beliefs, or pressured to leave their 

contact details. 

The fact that it is possible to wor-

ship with a large degree of ano-

nymity, and not be expected to 

conform to a pre-determined view 

of what it means to belong to the 

Church, is part of the attraction for 

many people. 

Another aspect of choral                 

evensong which makes it attrac-

tive is that, on the whole, it               

happens on most days of the week 
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rather than being a    Sunday-only occasion. Whilst the “traditional” Sun-

day may persist in many countries across the European mainland, it 

tends to be much more fragmented in the Anglo-Saxon world. 

Not only do many (especially younger) people feel they must work on 

Sundays, but the competing demands of sporting activities, as well as the 

complexities that surround life for divorced or separated parents, or the 

relentless demands of working in the gig economy with zero-hours             

contracts, means that worship on Sundays can be problematic — if not 

impossible — for many people. 

Being able to slip into worship, as the working or learning day is           

ending, can be as liberating as it is convenient. 

 OUTDOORS…  

Upcoming NSWEC Luncheon  

Launch of the Tree of Life Project  

Friends of the NSW Ecumenical Council will launch this fundraising concept 

to enhance projects in the community.  

Join us for a luncheon during the week of Christian unity, as we celebrate and 

support our ecumenical fellowship.  

Venue: Fattoosh Lebanese Restaurant, 330 Penshurst St, North Willoughby 

(lifts available at the restaurant)  

When: Wednesday,  9th of June 2021  

From: 12pm- 2pm  

Guest Speaker: The Rev’d Dr Ray Williamson, President of the NSWEC  

Cost: $40pp for 3 course meal inc soft drinks. BYO is extra $5pp 

Please note: $20pp will be donated to the NSWEC and its projects.  

Bookings & Enquires: Phillip Seale (Mob: 0405 198420) Or                                            

Email: phillip@pscontracting.com.au. 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,      

Pray for,  The Church of the 

Province of Myanmar (Burma)  

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially today all those who are 

vulnerable in our community. May the 

Lord God protect them, keep them safe 

and bring hope to their lives.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns; June 

Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, 

David Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia; Diane 

Smith; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie, 

Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Paul Philips that God may 

grant him a place of refreshment, light 

and peace.  

Pray, too, for, Sarah Bullock; Lyla Leslie 

Hyde; Leslie Norman Macleod-Miller; 

Marjorie Megan Diamond OAM; Robyn 

Geer; Catherine Laurel Ledsam; Olga 

Joan Little & for any others whose year’s 

mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Wednesday 9th June - Columba of Iona, abbot and missionary (d.597) 

 Friday 11th June - Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

