Welcome to worship

Sunday 7th November 2021
24th Sunday after Pentecost
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

W

Said Eucharist
Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)
Midweek Eucharist every Wednesday

ELCOME TO ST

PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship
God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or
worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to
our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge.
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Things you may
First Aid
First aid kits are located on the wall of
the kitchen in the Large Hall behind
the church and in the choir vestry.
I am
who I

People needing wheelchair access can
enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the
door at the base of the belltower.

Switch it to silent !

Name badges

Name badges help make St Paul’s an
inclusive community. If you need a new
name badge, fill in the form inside the
pew sheet, send it to the parish office,
and one will be made and left in church
for you.

Toilets
Toilets are available at the entrance to
the parish hall, which is located behind
the church.

??

Getting inside

Still got questions?

Please turn your mobile phone off or on
to silent before the service starts. It’ll
save you much embarrassment later on.

Children are
welcome
at St Paul’s
Children are welcome in church at any
service. There is a selection of
children’s books and toys at the back of
the church near the font and there are
also kids’ activity sheets and pencils
available at the back of the church
where the pew sheets and prayer books
are.

Children’s Church runs during Term
Ask a member of the clergy or anyone Time. Meet at the back of the church at
who’s wearing a name badge. We’re the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist.
here to help.
Please feel free to bring your children to

In case we
need to evacuate
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the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to
receive Communion if they have been
admitted to the sacrament.

As you take your place in your pew,
Photos
please make yourself aware of the route
to the nearest emergency exit. Should Please do not take photos
there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, inside the church or during the services
and assemble by the roundabout on of worship without permission.
Burwood Road.

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora
Nation
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we
meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to
their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will
unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created,
in heaven and on earth.

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us!
We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in
Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each
member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and
recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, race, ethnic origin,
economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, diverse ability, or
social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and
welcomed by God and one another. As we journey towards inclusion,
we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who
have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church,
affirming that no one is excluded or condemned. We invite all persons
to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through
the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all
persons as children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming
community of faith.

Bible Readings
at today’s Eucharist
Ruth 3.1-5;4.13-17
Ps 146
Hebrews 9.(19-22) 23-28
Mark 12.38-44

Year B
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Epistle
The Gospel

Bible Readings
for next Sunday
1 Samuel 1.4-20
Song of Hannah (APBA P.429)
Hebrews 10.11-14 (15-18)
Mark 13.1-11
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The Greeting of Peace will continue
as a reverent bow to those one is
My Dear Friends,
seated close to. Communion will be
We are very glad to be able to wor- administered at the communion rail
ship again at St Paul’s after months and directions will be provided in
of lockdown.
the order of service.

Welcome Back to St Paul’s!

The following services will be offered:

There will be no morning tea after
the 9:30am service until at least the
•
Sunday 8:00am Said Eucharist end of October. When morning tea
does resume, everyone will need to
•
Sunday 9:30am Choral Eucha- sign-in again using the Hall QR
rist with choir
code and observe all relevant
•
Wednesday 10:30am mid-week hygiene protocols and physical distancing requirements.
Eucharist
People are quite free to decide not
to attend Church or any event if
they do not feel comfortable doing
so. All risk management procedures will be scrupulously attended to including:
•
mandatory QR code sign in either with a smartphone or a
COVID- 19 card;
•

wear a face mask at all times;

•

sanitise your hands on entry;

As the situation changes with reference to the government’s directives, we will review matters at that
point in time.
I am truly grateful to all those who,
over the past months, have helped
us to remain connected to God and
to each other through this pandemic. Thank you for your loving
Service of God and of God’s people
at St Paul’s and beyond.

The ministry team continues to
•
observe the 1 person per four work on the postponed
square metre rule (except for
sesquicentenary celebrations and
house hold groups) and sit in alter- will communicate more about
nate pews;
these, along with our Advent and
Christmas services, in due course.
•
no singing.
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I hold you and our community, nation, and world in my prayers.

May God’s peace sustain and surround you at this time.
Peace,
James.

Everyone is invited to join us at Communion
There is a wide diversity in how Anglicans prefer to receive the bread
and wine at Holy Communion; some stand, others kneel, most receive
the wafer in the hand, a few wish to have it put on the tongue. Most like
to guide the Chalice to their lips, others like to take it into their hands,
while others prefer not to touch it at all. None of these variations really
matter but simply reflect Anglican diversity.
For health reasons and out of concern for other worshippers, we ask you
not to dip your bread into the wine. If you are uncomfortable receiving
from the Common Cup the practice in our Parish is to receive the bread
only. Thank you.
Judging by the number of people who do it, many must imagine that not
receiving the Chalice to the lips but dipping the wafer or bread into the
cup (called intinction) is a more hygienic way of receiving the
Sacrament. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Apart from the obvious fact that the wine they are dipping into has
already been in contact with the lips of others, with all the best
intentions in the world, the fingers of those who dip often come in
contact with the wine. Disease can spread more easily through the hands
than through the lips, making this method the most unhygienic. In
addition, the Prayer Book directs that all consecrated wine must be
consumed before it leaves the Church, meaning that someone, usually
the Chalice Assistant or the Celebrant, has to drink the left-over wine
that has had multiple contacts with hands.
In order to protect others it is perhaps understandable to want to dip if
one has sore lips or has a cold, but the consensus of the Church is that
taking only the bread is fully participating in Communion.
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Click & Collect
Trading Table
Last Sunday the Trading Table made
$63.90. Please make sure you make
contact with me to order your goods
including spinach so you are not disappointed.

Guava Jelly, Apple Jelly, Quince Jelly,
Lilly Pilly Jelly, Strawberry Jam, Strawberry & Apple Jam, Raspberry Jam,
Blueberry Jam, Apricot, Apricot &
Pineapple Jam, Choko & Ginger Jam,
Quince &Apple Jam/Sauce

Marmalades
Mandarin, Lemon, Meyer Lemon with
Rum, Lime, Mojito Lime, Lime & Ginger, Cumquat, Cumquat Moroccan
Style, Orange, Orange & Rum & Raisin, Blood Orange, Orange & Rum,
Orange & Coriander & Ginger, Orange & Lemon, Orange & Lemon with
Ginger, Orange & Passionfruit Jelly
Orange & Apricot, Citrus (various
combinations of citrus fruit), Grapefruit, Ruby Grapefruit & Pomegranate,
Chai Spice Grapefruit

The Trading Table will not be able to
take place at present due to the
COVID restrictions. I have had people
wanting to buy the many jams, marmalades and chutneys that I have
been busy preparing during the
lockdown. I have decided the best
way to help everyone get a chance to
buy the goodies is to pre-order and I
will have your parcel ready to collect
after the service. I will list the 46 vari- Spinach
eties of goodies that are available for
Bunches of spinach will also be availyou to choose from.
able

Butters

If you would like anything please conLemon & Lime, Lemon, Lemon Lime & tact me either by email, text or phone
Passion fruit
with your order. There are only a few
jars available for some of the varieChutneys/Pickles
Sweet Mustard Pickles, Pawpaw Chut- ties.
ney, Choko Chutney, Green
Looking forward to seeing you all
Pawpaw Chutney, Crab Apple Sauce, soon!
Pear & Apple Chutney, Green Mango
Pam Brock
Chutney, Green Tomato Chutney
pambrock@hotmail.com, 97473619
Jams
or 0402547892
Passionfruit & Pineapple Jam, Golden
Passionfruit Jam/Sauce, Plum Jam,
Peach & Plum Jam, Crab Apple Jelly,
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St Paul’s Coat of Arm
Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16)
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or
Pallium, a symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical
vestment.
The three sections represent the Holy Trinity.
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter
to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace
Cross — The symbol of our Faith
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the
Blood of Christ
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for
Mary Mother of our Lord


Ruth 3.1-5; 4.13-17; Psalm 127;
Hebrews 9.23-28; Mark 12.38-44

Do you have a family of your own?

Do you have relatives who can be relied upon to look after you
like Naomi did for Ruth?
Maybe you don’t have a family at all.
What does family give you - love, care, support and encouragement?
God is here to provide all this for all humanity no matter what your circumstances. He
promises to provide for all of us, to protect us and encourage us through his people and
his word, just like our own families.
How can you be God’s family to others?


Give thanks to God for his family, the Church, in your Parish. Pray for the work they
do to provide for families and the community nearby.



Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar,
especially at this time of tensions.

Text: Jan Fryer Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
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PARISH PANTRY
Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that
you have spent. This is proving very successful.
Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam.
Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9.30am-11.30am.
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For General & Offertory

Donations
please use this account

Offertory Collection given at St Paul’s
this week and other donations:
On line and Sunday giving: $3,635

details:
Account Name: St Pauls Anglican
Church

Parish Pantry: $655
Trading Table: $500

BSB:

032 062

Account #:

250028

For Parish Pantry
AND For Community Choir
Donations

Donation: $5100
TOTAL OF GIVING:$9,890
Thank you for responding to God’s
generous love.

please use this account
details:
Account Name: Parish Pantry
BSB:

032 062

Account #:

812238

Please clearly mark whether it is for
the Parish Pantry or the
Community Choir.

Thank you for your generosity.
Official Logo for NSW Volunteer Referral Service
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Intercession calls
On the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, we will be renewing our
intercession list for the next six months. During the next few weeks,
please advise if you wish existing names to stay, names to be added or
names to be deleted. Contact the parish office or Fr Michael at the
following email: michael@stpaulsburwood.org.au

Donations and Bequests
Over the years the parish has
benefited from the generosity of
parishioners, not only when they
have been active members of the
parish, but also at the time of their
death. Parishioners are invited to
remember the parish in their wills
by making a bequest as a thank
offering to God and to ensure that
generations to come will enjoy
worship and fellowship in well
maintained buildings.
Those wishing to make a bequest
are invited to do so using these
or a similar form of words: " I
bequeath the sum of $............ to
the Rector and Wardens of the
Anglican parish of St Paul,
Burwood, to be used at their
absolute discretion for the
charitable purposes of the
parish."

Donations with Tax
Deductibility - National Trust
Account
If you would like to make a donation to
the Parish for the upkeep and
maintenance of the Heritage building it
can be done through the National
Trust.
Cheques can be made out to:
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St
Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood
Or
Direct Credit to the above name with
bank account details:

Westpac
BSB: 032-044
Account number: 742 926
Branch: 275 George Street Sydney
NSW
Please contact Pam for more
details or place a donation in an
envelope and label with National
Trust donation and include your
name for your receipt and an
address to post it to. Thank you.
11

12

READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …
Eco-anxiety: still in the tunnel, but a light ahead
How do we cope with eco-anxiety? Frances Ward learned how on a
narrowboat
SOMETIMES, stress and anxiety become overwhelming. We all need
enough adrenalin to stir us through our days and responsibilities, of
course, but many are experiencing, or witnessing in others, levels that
topple over into a downward spiral towards depression and a sense of
inundation: wave after wave of exhaustion, debilitating helplessness,
despair.
Covid-19, the global pandemic that reaches into every home, has compounded a sense of fragility as, increasingly, we begin to realise just
how vulnerable planet Earth is in the face of the threats of climate
change.
Now, the word “change” seems too tame: more often, the challenges
are named climate “crises” or “catastrophe”. Every day, foreground
stresses that, before, were manageable in the rhythms of work and rest
are now intensified by background shifts that are seismic — and unprecedented in their irreversibility: enough to poleaxe us.
It hit home, for me, a few years back, when I was already stressed
through work and family worries. Then, “eco-anxiety” didn’t have a
name; and denial was easier than now.
In 2018, I took a narrowboat, The Lark Ascending, from the south-east
to the north-west of England. It was early summer, and the nation
around was in cultural and political turmoil over leaving the European
Union.
Travelling from March, Cambridgeshire, to Skipton, North Yorkshire, at
three miles an hour, with time to engage on the towpath and in the
locks, it was hard to ignore the profound divisions, as if a cloud had descended on the country, tasting acrid and sour in the mouth and throat.
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Increasingly, though, it seemed that the bitterness disguised a deeper
distress. At walking pace, in a slow, long boat, the cloud condensed into
lament for the future, as if everything now was hashtagged
#likethere’snotomorrow.
The psalms distilled the unease, stirring questions into voice: “Who
gives thanks in the grave?” Psalm 6 asks.
A HOST of issues face Christians today as they stare at the climate crisis.
Is it God’s will that the earth becomes uninhabitable? Some say so; but
the responsibility is clearly anthropogenic, which takes us to bleak places in our naked thinking hearts. Where is God, if there is no one to
praise God? Does God begin again, infinitely patient in eternity? But
what good it that to us, our children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren?
Christian theology says, rightly, that God is still God, even if there is no
world. But the destruction of creation threatens the narrative structure of
covenant; for what happens to faith, hope, and love if there is no longer a
human response to God’s grace?
Recent global research on the attitudes of young people to climate anxiety records that 50 per cent believe that humanity is doomed; more than
75 per cent say people have failed the planet. What can be said to the
young people in our lives? Are we utterly cast out, poor banished children of Eve?
Sending up our sighs, like Job, we can find ourselves clinging on with
fragile faith, hoping against hope in the divine covenant of love that God
established in the beginning, and renews in every living moment. Unlike Job, though, we are not innocent. God is also a God of terrifying
wrath.
AS COP26 draws near, we can but hope that it really will mark the beginning of the end of the climate crisis, as nations come together to
pledge concerted action. But the terrain ahead is dark with difficulty,
engendering a sense of helplessness and hopelessness which can stop
us acting, protesting, and engaging politically — individually, as a na14

tion, and as a world.

How is it possible to process anxiety and fear, so that we also can offer
support to others, as Christians?
The agenda “Deep Adaptation” by Professor Jem Bendell, the founder
of the Institute for Leadership and Sustainability at the University of
Cumbria, takes seriously the possibility of inevitable near-term social
collapse due to climate catastrophe.
A global network of counsellors and thinkers continues to gather
around him to respond to the psychological and political challenges of
having so little time left.
He is right to argue that the West has failed, with its dominant neoliberal economics that burden the individual consumer with the responsibility to drive the market forces that will save us all. He is right that
what is required is concerted political action to establish sustainable
economic systems, not the current incremental and atomistic approach that celebrates when we change a lightbulb
Dr Bendell doesn’t know if human ingenuity can save us from uncontrollable climate change. He predicts starvation, destruction, migration, disease, and war. But we must do what we can, and he offers four
“Rs”: resilience, relinquishment, restoration, and reconciliation, to promote change that is individual and political — and spiritual, but not
rooted in Christian theological and biblical resources.
LITTLE, practical things make a real difference; large things, too — as
far as we can afford. Solar panels; switching to green electric; making
our homes carbon-fuel free. . . Individuals also need to put pressure on
politicians to respond with far more urgency to the warnings.
But action — individual and political — also requires a journey into
any sense of denial that we have about the future, born of fear.
That summer of 2018, when I was cloaked in despair, the Psalms revealed to me that God was in the dark cloud of desolation. Instead of
running away into frenetic busyness, paralysis, or angry displacement,
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all that was required was to know
again my dependence on the God
of grace.

Living in God’s grace allows thankfulness to transform Godforsakenness. Action born of hope
begins with the cherishing of God’s
Words often fail to articulate the
creation as sacramental, infused
depth of pain, but the heart can
with a grace behind, beneath, bepray with sighs too deep for words.
yond the materiality of things, acThe Spirit helps us in our weakness
tions, senses. Participating in the
to turn again to God in repentance.
song of God’s glory in creation is to
We can change the instrumental
hold together hope and fear in
mind-set that we have inherited,
grace, empowered to change the
and learn again to love this earth
habits of an age, celebrating a God
for its own sake.
-given rather than a God-forsaken
As I voyaged in The Lark Ascend- world.
ing, God was there, in the cloud itI listen now, wherever I am, for the
self. The song of the grace of God
wild patience of God, creating and
could be heard, pouring out to the
sustaining the universe, despite the
ends of the world. God’s grace
desecrations of human sin. For the
breaking through, always, already
sound of God’s moral purpose that
there, in water, cloud, and tree, in
goes out into all creation as the
stars, and in the wildness yet —
best guide to necessary action.
and with sacramental jouissance,
with rapturous vibrancy, notwithThe cloud that obscures God is a
standing anthropogenic degrada- cloud of darkness — of fear and
tions.
wrath entangled. It is also a cloak
of light, of glory and joy. There, inTHE Christian faith has wisdom to
stead of sterile fear and despair,
offer, holding together hope and
we find the goodness and loving
fear in a tension that inspires
mercy that leads us, as cloud and
change. We can start where we are,
fire, all the days of our life.
with a circumstantial sagacity that
trusts in the grace of God to conThe Revd Frances Ward is a
vert our fear to hope, so that anxie- parish priest in West Cumbria, the
ty motivates change.
former Dean of St Edmundsbury.
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Glasgow 2021: when change must happen
Joe Ware previews COP26, and what needs to happen for the sake of
survival
REPRESENTATIVES from almost every country on the planet will arrive
in Glasgow at the end of this month for the biggest diplomatic event on
British soil since the end of the Second World War. The 2021 UN climatechange conference COP26 will represent a further attempt to thrash out
a collective response to the global climate crisis.
COP26 is the most important such summit since the Paris Agreement
was signed in 2015. Then, every country in the world committed itself to
reducing emissions and tackling the climate emergency. In Glasgow, it
will be the first time that nations report back on their progress since the
then, and it is hoped that they will strengthen the pledges made in 2015.
As host, the UK Government has a crucial part to play in the fortnight of
talks. The Prime Minister and his appointed COP26 president, Alok
Sharma, previously Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, have the task of ensuring that the talks are effective and
achieve an outcome that matches the challenge.
COP presidents need all the skills of a top diplomat, both charm and
determination, to get countries talking and then agreeing to the most
ambitious outcome possible. The talks can be fraught. As the end of a
meeting nears, negotiations regularly go on through the night in the effort to reach a conclusion.
At the 2006 meeting, the head of the UN’s climate change body at that
time, Yvo de Boer, became known as the “crying Dutchman” after
breaking down in tears at the lack of progress. At the gathering in
France in 2015, however, skilful leadership from the French hosts delivered the Paris accord. Although not perfect, this laid the groundwork for
efforts to transition the global economy away from fossil fuels.
The full name of COP26 sounds like a creation of the Circumlocution
Office in Dickens’s Little Dorrit: the 26th Conference of the Parties
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(COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). It doesn’t trip easily off the tongue. Despite the arcane elements and occasional sclerotic processes, however, if we didn’t have
COP26 and the UNFCCC, the climate crisis would force something similar on us.
Seen in another light, COP meetings are a rare example of global democracy, as nations come together to tackle an enemy that threatens us
all — albeit to different degrees right now.
Unlike the G7 and G20, an exclusive club for the biggest and richest
economies, the COP26 talks are for everyone: every nation has an equal
vote and ability to speak on the plenary floor. It is the global forum in
which the voice of the climate vulnerable can be heard, and in which
moral and diplomatic pressure can be applied to any polluting countries
that hold up progress on tackling it.
SINCE its creation at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, the UNFCCC has
been through many ups and downs. The Copenhagen summit in 2009
faced an almost complete breakdown of talks; and the process came under attack by President Trump when he withdrew the United States from
the Paris Agreement.
But that act also showed the strength of the accord. The withdrawal of the
world’s richest country and largest historical polluter would, in the past,
have made the agreement unravel. In the event, no other nation followed
President Trump out of the door. Now that President Biden has reversed
that decision, there is hope that the US can make up for the disastrous
four years of recent American climate policy.

Although it is true that each country has its own say and vote during
COP proceedings, it would be naïve to think that geopolitics doesn’t
play a big part. For years, developing countries, especially those on the
front line of the climate crisis, have been calling for urgent and ambitious action to tackle the crisis.
Over the years, countries with similar interests or geographic ties have
joined together to form negotiating blocs in which they operate across
18

other UN forums. For example, the Africa Group consists of the 54 African states, AOSIS is the Association of Small Island States, the EU operates as one bloc — and there’s the Umbrella group, an odd mixture of nations including those made up of big polluters such as Russia, the US,
Australia, and Japan.
Some of these groups overlap. Chad, for example, is in the Africa Group,
but also in the Least Developed Countries group (LDCs) and the G77.
The G77 comprises almost all developing nations. (To add to the confusion, it has grown from its 1969 beginnings and now consists of 134 countries.)
There are often many layers of negotiation at the COP within and between these blocs. Often some of the biggest fights happen behind
closed doors and between countries in the same bloc. For example, in
recent years coal-loving Poland has been a drag on EU actions to reduce
emissions, complicating the setting of EU targets.
These blocs will also often work together. The EU, which has been largely progressive on climate policy, recognising its historical responsibility
for creating the climate crisis, has worked with AOSIS and other vulnerable groups to push for stronger action. Similarly, polluting nations will
sometimes band together to resist progress that they reckon will undermine their economic growth.
This is why COP meetings also involve observers from civil society, who
attend and track the negotiations. These policy experts, whwho often
know as much about the ins and outs of the talks as the country delegates, provide scrutiny and help to highlight the bad actors who try to
undermine the summit and water down its outcomes.
At the talks, the civil-society observers work together through the Climate Action Network to highlight areas of concern that might go unseen
by the outside world. They even have a special daily awards ceremony,
when they give the “Fossil of the Day” to the worst-performing country at
the talks, to shame it into working harder for climate action. These generate uncomfortable news headlines and are part of the public pressure
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that can be put on countries to stop attempts to derail the negotiations.

The civil-society presence also works to remind those inside the climate
-controlled confines of the conference centre of the people who live on
the front line of climate change: there are numerous campaign activities,
colourful stunts, and other protests that amplify the voices of the vulnerable in an effort to increase their influence in the summit halls.
THIS year, there are three main priorities. The first is the need to mobilise $100 billion to help poor countries adapt to the climate change that
they didn’t cause, and help transition away from fossil fuels. The figure of
$100 billion was agreed and meant to be delivered by 2020, but it is still
more than $20 billion short. If rich countries are to be trusted as negotiating partners, they need to deliver this by the end of COP26.
Second, there needs to be progress on establishing a fund that helps
countries to deal with the permanent losses and damages caused by climate change. People cannot “adapt” to the loss of their island home to
the rising sea-level, or their farmlands’ becoming desert. The word
“compensation” is not used at COP itself — it has been vetoed by rich
nations, which are wary of being held liable for damages — but compensation is basically what this fund would be.
Third, countries need to improve on the emissions-reduction measures
that they agreed in Paris.
The Paris Agreement is made up of national action plans — Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) — outlining emissions-reduction
measures. These were a good start, but, if enacted, they will still result in
about 3ºC of warming above pre-industrial levels, much higher than the
goal of 1.5ºC in the Paris accord.
The only way in which the agreement will continue to function is if countries strengthen these commitments every five years, as renewable technology improves and the science about the folly of fossil-fuel addiction
becomes ever clearer. For countries that haven’t yet upgraded their
NDCs, we need to see them do this by Glasgow, so that we can hope to
bend the curve from 3ºC down to 1.5ºC.
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The eyes of the world will be on Glasgow and on the UK Government,
which is overseeing these discussions. It has been said that we are the
first generation to feel the impact of climate change, and the last generation that can do something about it. The Glasgow summit is when that
something must be done.
Joe Ware is a journalist and writer for Christian Aid.

St Paul’s College opens doors to women after 165 years as
male bastion
- By Jordan Baker
Sydney University’s all-male St Paul’s College, which was once renowned
for its sexist culture, will open the doors of its undergraduate wing to
women from 2023 despite opposition from some students and alumni.
The council of the 165-year-old college voted on the proposal on Monday
night, saying that in order to “excel at forming the nation’s leaders” in the
21st century, it was important to include women. “We are so pleased to
be able to announce this exciting new chapter in the history of our College,” said the warden, Reverend Ed Loane.
The college raised the idea five months ago, seeking the views of students and alumni. One of the responses was a submission opposing,
signed by 200 students including 80 from neighbouring Women’s
College.
The opponents argued students already had plenty of interaction with
women, and while the world was co-educational, it was not co-residential;
living with the opposite sex would not prepare them for anything.

However, the college responded at the time by saying the move made
business sense, given enrolment trends suggested keeping St Paul’s male
-only would force it to recruit students from other universities.
Women now outnumbered men across the wider university (men make
up 41 per cent of students) and the university’s co-residential colleges
were more popular than St Paul’s, including among men.

21

There was no longer a waiting list,
and international border closures
had left many rooms in the new,
neighbouring graduate wing which is co-residential - empty.

move. However, Dr Loane said the
college consulted widely and there
was also strong support from many
other alumni and students.

St Paul’s decision leaves only two
On Tuesday, Dr Loane told the Her- all-male university residences in
ald finances did not drive the final Australia; St Leo’s at the University
decision. “The main driver is the
of Queensland and Warrane at Unicollege continuing to do what it’s
versity of NSW.
done in history, which is producing
A string of scandals over the past
society’s leaders, which in the 21st
decade, including a pro-rape Facecentury is men and women,” he
book page by students in 2009,
said.
prompted former Sydney Universi“We’re not driven to this by finan- ty vice-chancellor Michael Spence
cial reasons, but to have a long wait to criticise a “deep contempt for
list because we’ve doubled the
women” in the culture at St Paul’s.
pool of applicants does strengthen
An investigation by former sex disour position.”
crimination commissioner ElizaDr Loane said the logistics of
beth Broderick in 2018 found stuchange were still being worked out. dents ate sheep’s hearts during ini“My intention is to employ female tiations and celebrated sporting
staff, including a head of cowins by taking girls to a “bone
residential transition, and they will room” lined with mattresses.
help us move to the new state of afThe college apologised for its poor
fairs,” he said.
past behaviour and promised to act
“We do have a co-residential grad- on all recommendations. It has
uate house, so it’s not entirely cross- since been working on cultural
ing a threshold. We do have women change, which includes adding
on staff, there’s a thriving women’s public school and country students
voice in our community.”
to its predominantly private school
cohort.
The St Paul’s College Union of students and alumni opposed the
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As the Pope will not be travelling to
Glasgow to join the summit, his
broadcast on Friday morning
marks his significant intervention
in the talks, which, the Government
- By Tim Wyatt
hopes, will kick-start more
POPE FRANCIS has urged world
progress in ending coal-fired
leaders meeting in Glasgow for the power stations and committing
COP26 climate summit to reject
more countries to achieving net
isolationism and exploitation, and, zero emissions by 2050.
instead, work together so that
World leaders would have to make
today’s children do not inherit an
difficult, radical decisions, Pope
“unliveable world”.
Francis said, if they were to
The Pope made his appeal in
surmount the overlapping and
Friday’s Thought for the Day on
interconnected crises facing
Radio 4: the first time a pope has
everyone. Greater solidarity
appeared in that slot since his
between nations and a sense of
predecessor, Benedict XVI, on
humanity’s common goals and
Christmas Eve in 2010.
shared responsibility for the world
would be vital, he said.
In advance of the opening of the

Pope’s plea on Thought for
the Day to COP26 leaders:
Work together for the sake
of today’s children

COP26 conference, the Pope
warned that an increasingly fragile
world was facing a “perfect storm”
of environmental, health, and
economic crises which could
“rupture the bonds holding our
society together within the greater
gift of God’s creation. We can
confront these crises by retreating
into isolationism, protectionism,
and exploitation; or we can see in
them a real chance for change, a
genuine moment of conversion,
and not simply in a spiritual sense.”

He also reflected on a recent joint
appeal that he had issued with 32
other religious leaders — including the Archbishop of Canterbury
and the Ecumenical Patriarch,
Bartholomew — which called on
richer countries to slash their
emissions further and provide
more climate finance for their
poorer neighbours (News, 8
October).
“I was impressed by something
said by one of the scientists
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present at that meeting: ‘If things
From COP7 to COP26: the
continue as they are, in 50 years’
hype, the negotiations, the
time my baby granddaughter will
pledges
have to live in an unliveable world.’
Ruth Bushyager has seen from
We cannot allow this to happen.”
the inside how climate summits
There was hope for the future, the
operate. Will this one be any difPope said. Humanity had never be- ferent?
fore had so many different means to
EXACTLY 20 years ago, I was workachieve its goal of preventing cliing for the Cabinet Office and
mate catastrophe. But it would reboarding a plane to Marrakesh as
quire decision-makers at COP26,
part of the UK delegation to COP7.
and ordinary people, too, to fulfil
The hype was high: it was a historic
their part in “changing our collecmoment for the 190 countries of the
tive response to the unprecedented
United Nations convention on clithreat of climate change and the
mate change, meeting for the first
degradation of our common home”.
time on African soil.
On Friday, Pope Francis held an auThe pressure was on to ratify the
dience with President Biden, ahead
Kyoto Protocol in the face of conof the President’s participation in
stantly mounting scientific evithe G20 Summit in Rome, this weekdence on the consequences of the
end.
exponential rise in carbon emisA statement from the White House sions, deforestation, and ocean polsaid that President Biden “lauded
lution. Hotels in the city were
Pope Francis’s leadership in
rammed with thousands upon thoufighting the climate crisis”. In a
sands of members of national delesubsequent meeting with the Vatigations, support staff, security, mecan Secretary of State [and the state dia, translators, and NGOs clamourrepresentative at COP26], Cardinal ing on the fringe. Someone, someParolin, President Biden thanked
where, calculated how much aviahim for the Vatican’s actions “both
tion fuel had already been burned
through advocacy and encouraging before the COP even began.
the climate neutrality of hundreds of
Christian organisations worldwide”.
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In 2001, the politics was fairly
straightforward: Russia, Canada,
and Brazil arguing that, owing to the
size of their forests (“carbon
sinks”), they should get credit to
forgive their carbon emissions. The
United States, with President Bush in
the White House, was not even at
the table to negotiate; Saudi Arabia
was at the table, but not really talking. The Small Island States were
pleading to be heard on sea-level
rise, but had not been helped by
the British Deputy Prime Minister,
John Prescott, going scuba diving in
the Maldives to “raise awareness”.

in charge; they rarely gain access.

The last few days herald the arrival
of senior ministers, prime ministers,
and presidents. Individual governments have pre-decided their
“new” environmental commitments.
No meaningful debate is held in
plenary: everything of note happens in bilateral conversations on
the fringe organised by anxious private secretaries trying to secure
their minister an audience with
someone noteworthy. Small, poor
countries are largely ignored.

The clock is ticking on the conference, and the host country becomes
WHAT I observed in Morocco has
desperate for some kind of breakbeen repeated time and time again through, so that an “accord”, or new
in the 19 COPs (Conference of the commitment, can be announced
Parties) that have followed. The ma- with fanfare. On the last day, a very
jority of the conference involves
small number of the “big-hitter”
highly detailed technical negotiacountries finally meet in a side
tion by civil servants on the
room, and officials and ministers
wording of a staggering array of
work through the night to thrash out
UN documents.
that longed-for “historic” announcement. They emerge at 8 a.m. with a
This goes on in the background
during long and entirely predicta- press release, enabling the host nable speeches from junior ministers tion to declare the success of the
in the plenary, calling for action and COP and allow everyone to go
home.
voicing earnest commitment to a
better future. NGOs work desperI am an impatient person, and the
ately for bilateral conversations to world of climate-change politics
put pressure on those who are truly was not for me. Next year will mark
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30 years since the Rio Earth Summit agreed to Agenda 21, setting
out a plan for global sustainable
development. Progress on any front
is excruciatingly slow. Every democratic nation is locked into a short
election cycle that works against
delivering long-term systemic
change. It is hard to resist some
measure of cynicism and hopelessness.

The American writer, academic,
and civil servant Gus Speth has
been at the heart of global climatechange politics for more than 50
years. He said: “I used to think the
top environmental problems were
biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse, and climate change. I
thought that with 30 years of good
science we could address those
problems; but I was wrong. The top
environmental problems are selfSO, WHAT can we do? We can
ishness, greed, and apathy. To deal
make a host of changes to our own
with those we need a spiritual and
lives, of course, and, in doing so,
cultural transformation, and we sciwe will influence others to change.
entists don’t know how to do that.”
We can be part of the groundswell
of public opinion which puts
He is absolutely right. The heart of
mounting pressure on to our elect- the problem is our own sinful selfed representatives. We can support ishness: we are unwilling at a perthe plethora of charities making a sonal or national level to sacrifice
difference and campaigning politi- our own comfort and convenience
cally.
for the good of others.
But, for me, for this COP, I have settled on the seemingly most weak
and pathetic option: to pray. I hold
on to faith that, with God, nothing is
impossible, and that in his gracious
mercy this COP will result in real
action. Ultimately, I believe that a
move of God’s Spirit is the only
way in which we will see the breakthrough that we need politically.
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Yet, at the heart of the gospel is the
sacrifice of God for our salvation;
our hope is in him for our own
transformation to lead more selfless lives. So, my prayers are with
and for all those in Glasgow this
week, for God to do what only God
can do.
The Rt Revd Ruth Bushyager is
the Suffragan Bishop of Horsham, in
the diocese of Chichester.

Funeral ministry: the body of our low estate
Jake Belder reflects on his position as priest, and that of the Church, in a
Christian funeral
I AM conscious of my body at a funeral in a way that I am at perhaps no
other time. In general, a priest is meant to fade into the background, subsumed into the office — a figure who represents the institution of the
Church, and who disappears as Christ is presented to the world.
But, at a funeral, it feels very different. At centre stage is a coffin, that enduring symbol of lifelessness. Where the body of the deceased lies motionless, my body is the one that moves. The funeral director brings the
coffin to the church, at which point I take over and escort the deceased
all the way to their final resting place. There is no point at which my body
is not there with the dead body.
It sometimes feels odd, deliberately inserting myself into a family’s story
and sorrow. But, as the theologian Austin Farrer once said, “Priests are an
embodied reminder that there is a God to be reckoned with who calls us
to love and serve him.” Perhaps that is nowhere more true than in the
priest’s presence at a funeral, where they are in focus at every moment,
and pointing those present to realities that the vast majority of people do
not consider at any other time in their lives.
At the same time, that presence increasingly jars with the expectations
that people have of funerals. As death becomes further removed from our
purview by advances in health and medical technology, funerals become
more a sort of memorial than anything else. Families wish to celebrate
the life of the deceased rather than confront the reality of death. These
expectations, combined with changes in modern funeral rites, make it
easy, as N. T. Wright suggests in Surprised by Hope (SPCK, 2008) to do
“little to enlighten [mourners] and plenty to mislead them or confirm
them in their existing muddle” about the afterlife. Instead of a grounded
hope, they are left only with a “vague and fuzzy optimism that somehow
things may work out in the end”.
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A Bishop once told me that, when he was still in parish ministry, he refused all attempts to make the deceased the exclusive focus of the service. Eulogies or tributes were placed near the beginning; family members were welcome to stand up to pay their respects. But the service
had to end with the priest standing alone, so that Jesus would have the
final word. For him, this was crucial to any Christian funeral.
To be sure, we love and serve our parishioners by joining with them in
giving thanks for the life of someone they loved. But we fail to love and
serve them if we do not take seriously that calling of the priest: to represent Christ to the world. My presence there with the deceased is not incidental, and I am not willing to allow it to be. If I am set apart by the
Church to represent Christ to the world, then my body must be present
there from start to finish. Because life and death make sense only in the
light of Christ, and that hope must be proclaimed to the world.
FUNERALS provide a decided moment of closure for most people. The
time between the death of a loved one and their cremation or burial is
often a time of pain and confusion — a time that can bring old family divisions to the fore, a time that is consumed with practicalities and executorial duties.
In many ways, the first time those closest to the bereaved are given
space to begin to let go of the person they loved is at the funeral itself.
Here, the Church’s words come with power, because they vocalise that
grief. They offer a farewell that is clothed in reverence and dignity,
deeply rooted in a theological anthropology that recognises the value
of all human beings in the sight of their Maker. And they hold it all up to
God, laying the deceased, and the pain and confusion of the mourners,
at his feet.
Then we pray: “Now we entrust them into your care, confident in your
goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Whatever those
present know (or don’t know) about God, this petition often seems to
have the effect of lifting a large burden off their shoulders. People seem
to take some comfort in the idea that the deceased is now “up there”
somewhere with God, ambiguous as that may be.
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A God Of Hope
By M.S.Lowndes
I just want to say thank you
For this life you've given me,
For all the wondrous blessings,
For setting my spirit free
You are such an awesome God
Who only gives the best,
Giving us a life of hope
When we face all kinds of tests
For often we face in life,
Struggles of every kind,
Little things can get us down
And peace is far from our minds
But you give hope to carry on
No matter what we face,
When we feel like giving up,
Unable to finish the race
You step in just in time
With angels heaven sent,
To encourage us to carry on
And to give us extra strength
So I praise you, Lord, for whom you are
And for all that I can be,
For I'd never have a better life
Apart from your life in me.
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INTERCESSIONS OCTOBER 31, 2021

[CELEBRANT] Led by Christ in
our journey and moved by his
compassion let us pray for the
church, those in need and all
God’s creation.
Gracious God, we pray for your
church, that guided by your Spirit it
may not grow weary of proclaiming
the gospel of Christ and serve as a
beacon of hope to a broken and
suffering world. Inspire and uphold
Geoffrey our Primate, Kanishka our
Metropolitan, Michael our Bishop
and James our Rector. Together with
the whole ministry team may they
reflect your hospitality, your
faithfulness and your kindness.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Give us hearts filled with love for
your creation so that our words and
deeds bear witness to the unending
care you have for the whole earth.
Encourage nations to work together
for the sake of all people. Raise up
leaders who are advocates of peace
and justice. Pour out your Spirit upon
our Prime Minister, Scott, our
Premier, Dominic, and all leaders in
national, state and local
governments. May they may listen
for your voice and faithfully serve
with understanding and compassion.
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Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Open the hearts of all people that we
may recognise one another’s
humanity. Help us to remember that
you show no partiality but instead
know each one of us as your beloved
child. May we heed your great
commandment to love one another
as you love us. Let your kindness and
compassion be manifest in us, in
caring for the refugee, the prisoner,
the stranger and the outcast.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Reveal the depth of your grace and
healing power to all who suffer
including those with chronic
illnesses, all experiencing
depression, fear or anxiety and those
facing financial hardship that they
may be surrounded by Christ’s love
and comfort.
We bring to you those in need on our
parish prayer list:

Joyce Bannister; Anthony Browne;
Fabian Browne; John Burns; June
Cameron; Darren; Malcom Green;
Grace Mao-Jing; Enid Kell, Carol
Kroger, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola
Marr; David Morgan; Graham
Norman; Alister & Sally Palmer;
Marcus; Michelle Phillips; Sylvia;

Diane Smith; Margaret Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; Susie; Geoff
Voller and Bob Woods.
Father hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We give thanks for the lives of Ray Holland, The Reverend Clive Norton and
Allan Davidson.
We continue to trust in your merciful keeping those whose year’s mind
occurs at this time:

Phyllis Lalleen Hope Lupton; Peter Laurence Harpley; Elizabeth Harvey
Russell; Phyllis Lucy Wanless; Howard Ballard; Diana Savage; Arthur West;
John Layton Hodgetts; Sadie Gough; Damian Llyod Tibballs and Liberato
Ieronimo;
We commend to you all who have died that they may rest in that place where
there is no pain or grief but life eternal.

[CELEBRANT] Almighty God, you have promised to hear our
prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Week Ahead...
Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –


Monday 8th November - Saints, Martyrs, Missionaries, Teachers



Wednesday 10th November - Leo of Rome, Bishop and Teacher (d.461)



Thursday 11th November - Martin, Bishop of Tours (d.c. 387)



Friday 12th November - Charles Simeon, Priest and Evangelist (d.1836)
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