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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 8th August 2021 

   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

8.00am   Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am   Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir) 

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship God 

with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or worshipping 

with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our parish priest, 

Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a cup of tea or coffee in 

the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the Wangal people of the Eora                 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we 

meet, the Wangal People of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to 

their elders, past, present, and emerging; and we pray that God will 

unite us all in the knowledge of his Son, in whom all things were created, 

in  heaven and on earth. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each mem-

ber makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and recog-

nize the  sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age, gender, 

gender  identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin, economic                     

reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or social status. 

We believe that through Christ we are being included and welcomed  

by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, we proclaim 

this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who have known 

the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, affirming that 

no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons to journey with 

us as we discover the call of God on our lives through the ministries of 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  persons as  chil-

dren of God and declares itself to be a welcoming community of faith.  
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Bible Readings           Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 18.5-9,14,31-33     The First Reading   1 Kings 2.10-12;3.3-14                                  

Ps 130                                     The Psalm            Ps 111                                                                         

Ephesians 4.(17-24) 25-5.2     The Epistle            Ephesians 5.11-21 (22-31)                                      

John 6.35,41-51                      The Gospel            John 6.51-58 
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My Dear Friends, 

I sincerely hope that you are all well. 

I assure you of my love and prayers as we live through these                    

challenging times. I thank God for each of you and I pray that God will 

bless you and keep you. 

All the way through the pandemic, that has now been impacting on the 

global community and each of our lives for over eighteen months, I 

have sought to keep everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and con-

nected to each other. We have done really well in achieving all of these 

goals and, given that the pandemic will be impacting on our lives for 

probably an equivalent period of time, we will do all that we can to 

continue to achieve these goals. 

Despite having to postpone our Sesquicentenary Celebrations, we   

carry on in faith and hope and love and try to care for everyone and 

keep everyone safe. 

The impact of the pandemic on our community: 

Conditions are deteriorating daily in Sydney as case numbers climb – 

but they are relatively easy to measure: the impact on people’s                      

financial and psychological health will be enormous and long-lasting. 

Businesses are closing and won’t re-open, staff are being put off, and 

the current assistance packages, when they become available, won’t 

even pay people's rent. 

We are seeing a surge in demand for the Parish Pantry and we will  

continue to help everyone who comes to the Parish Pantry for help. 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST PAUL’S  



6 

Looking to the future:  

As opposed to over 70% of Parishes in the Diocese, we are growing.                 

People may look on us as old but God often chooses those who are more 

mature to undertake great things and what might look foolish and weak 

to the world, as Jesus appeared to be, is how God’s strength is               

manifest. 

We have God and we have each other and that is enough. 

God has called us all together to: 

1.            Maintain our beautiful and soul-stirring worship; 

2.            Maintain and restore our beautiful grounds and buildings; 

3.            Welcome and care for all – be they Parishioners or not; 

4.            Increase the numerical and financial health of the Parish; and 

5.            Increase the spiritual health of the Parish. 

  

All of this is to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a liturgical, sacramental, 

pastoral, outward-looking, and caring Parish for centuries to come and I 

hope that you will give generously of your time, talents, and financial              

resources so that all of this can be achieved. 

We are seeking to ensure that St. Paul’s will remain a place where all are 

cared for, particularly those in need and we are most grateful to you for 

your support for all that St. Paul’s does to “seek the welfare of the city 

where God has set us, and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its wel-

fare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29: 7) 

The impact of the pandemic and lock down on the Parish: 

Given the extended lock down and the probability of ongoing                                

restrictions being in place after the lock down, this will place significant 

pressure on the Parish's finances. We also had to recently replace the roof 

on the Hall and repair the ceiling in the Hall. The Parish had to draw 

down on savings to pay for this and although many Parishioners have 
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been very generous and have helped the Parish to recoup a significant 

proportion of these costs, we still have a long way to go before we have 

met the cost of this necessary work. 

Despite not being able to meet for worship, every facet of Parish life is 

continuing and in many ways the lock down creates more work, given the 

constraints of not being able to meet together, as we seek to keep every-

one safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. 

You might like to consider making your financial donations to the Parish 

via electronic fund transfer.  

The St. Paul’s bank account details are: 

Account name: St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood                                  

BSB#: 032062     A/C #: 250028 

We trust, as always, that God’s love will prevail (and that the bulk of 

the Australian population will soon be vaccinated). 

Please hold the Parish, Ministry Team, Parish Council, Wardens, and me 

in your prayers as we trust God to guide and lead us and to protect and 

provide for us as we journey on in faith and hope and love. 

In the midst of these disruptions and challenges, we will continue to keep 

everyone safe, calm, connected to God, and connected to each other. We 

will continue to love God and our neighbour. We will continue to upgrade 

our facilities (and hopefully with successful grant applications we hope 

to have many projects underway in the near future such as the new sand-

stone floor and mosaic in the Bell Tower Porch, solar panels on the Hall, 

security for the whole precinct, fire security for the Church, cool room for 

the Parish Pantry, more kneelers for the Church, more bags for the Parish 

Pantry, all made possible by the amazing generosity of our Parishioners 

and community towards the Parish and Parish Pantry). We will continue to 

care for all who are struggling and come for help from the Parish Pantry.  
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Final Prayer: 

Please be sure of my prayers for you and your families and friends as 

we live through these disrupted times and I look forward to being able 

to worship God together with you soon. 

We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ                   

Jesus our Lord so we need not fear anything in life of death – certainly 

not the pandemic. It is a matter of following the appropriate health                 

advice and getting on with life despite the disruption and                       

challenges. 

We turn to God in prayer: 

In darkness and in light,  

in trouble and in joy,  

help us, heavenly Father,  

to trust your love,  

to serve your purpose,  

and to praise your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 

Amen. 

May you know God’s peace at this time. 

With my love and prayers. 

Peace,                                                                                                                   

James. 

On behalf of the Wardens, Parish Council, and Ministry Team 
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SESQUICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

My Dear Friends, 

I am writing to give you an update on our sesquicentenary. Given the       

current lockdown and the uncertainty surrounding both its length and 

the post-lockdown restrictions, we have had to make the decision to   

postpone our celebrations. 

As disappointing as this is, I want to stress that this is only a postpone-

ment and not a cancellation. The ministry team will be meeting in the 

coming days to discuss options for rescheduling the program of events. 

It is important that we still have the opportunity to mark such a significant 

event in our parish history, even though it will need to take place at a lat-

er date. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have worked 

tirelessly to prepare for this significant milestone in the life of St Paul's. 

This work has not been wasted and, while we have to be patient for a lit-

tle while longer, we will all eventually get to see our celebrations come to 

their fruition. 

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your family at this 

time. 

Peace,                                                                                                                               

James. 

 

Wanted / Looking for 

Rosemary has had requests for a Sewing machine, an overlocker 

and an electric fry pan. They must be in good working order but 

can be old.  

Please contact the office on 9747 4327 if you can help.  
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OZ HARVEST HAMPER PICK-UP 30 JULY 2021 

Throughout Covid we have been fortunate to be receiving  food            

hampers for our people once a  fortnight. The photo shows the team from 

Oz Harvest on the left, Allan and Ronnie and our faithful collectors on the 

right, Sue and Inez. Every second week Sue and Inez take themselves out 

to Alexandria  and Oz Harvest fills their cars with 60 hampers which we 

then distribute in the following week. 

We are very grateful for Sue and Inez for taking on this job. It is heavy 

work and takes several hours out of the middle of their day.  

Without the benefit of Oz Harvest  we would not be able to supply our 

friends with anywhere near as much food as we do.  

A very big thank you to all who help keep the pantry shelves full. 

Rosemary 
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A POEM BY JOANNA FUCHS 

Just Like Me 

 

Dear Lord, forgive our yielding to temptation; 

Forgive our pride, our love of worldly things. 

Have mercy on our love of sensual pleasure, 

Compassion on the sins that self love brings. 

 

It must be hard to understand us sometimes; 

So very different is your heart and mind. 

But wait, I just remembered that you do know 

What it’s like to be a part of humankind. 

 

You suffered just like we do, and you were tempted. 

You lived with us so you could comprehend 

The things that we go through each trying day, 

So you could give us mercy, and be our friend. 

 

Thank you for compassion and forgiveness; 

Thank you for your love and empathy. 

Thank you, Lord, for coming down from heaven 

To experience life’s trials, just like me. 

 

- Joanna Fuchs 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCxtLp5KXKAhVBRZQKHegDC1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchildren-praying-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGUL5UbyufNnLz3PVawqDPldlDkyQ&ust=14527
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 83,887.65 

Prayer in such difficult times  

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy in this 

time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and 

fearful, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

(Church of England Prayer Resources)  
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. This is proving very successful.  

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from                                

9.30am-11.30am.  

       

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Choir resumes: as soon as the pandemic allows 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility - National Trust                            

Account 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your 

name for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

On line giving:$4285  

Parish Pantry:$545 

Building Fund:$10 

 TOTAL OF GIVING:$4840 

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   



18 

PRAYERS  

Gracious God, you feed us- body, mind and soul. We pray that Christ will 

dwell in our hearts through faith and that our day-to-day actions and de-

cision-making will reflect this.  

Lord, we pray for your church and its many denominations throughout 

the world. We pray for the leaders of each and for dialogues to bring 

about greater understanding and respect of one another’s practices. We 

pray for ministries to feed the hungry of the world, giving thanks for the 

many volunteers who are stepping in to provide for people in communi-

ties in need especially for our parish pantry. We pray for Fr James and 

our ministry team, and for all who work to keep us together as a parish 

during lockdown. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for the sea, for all its creatures, especially for the 

beautiful whales off our coast, and for its abundance of gifts for us. We 

pray for communities dependent on it and for sustainable practices by 

those who harvest its bounty. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we continue to pray for peace in the many conflict zones in the 

world but we pray too for wisdom in dealing with the ravages of famine 

and COVID 19 in areas of conflict. We pray for the safety of the general 

population and for aid workers and front line medical staff in these areas.  

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for our families and friends and for the support they 

give us in our daily lives. We pray for those who struggle to make mean-

ingful relationships with others and for those who live in relationships 

that are abusive or destructive. Especially at this time of lockdown, we 

pray for those who seek to support and comfort them and provide them 

with refuge. We pray too for families trying to balance work and the care 

and education of their children. We pray that they may feel your love sur-

rounding them, giving them hope that they can carry on for an extended 

period of time. 
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God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray for wisdom for all levels of government as they respond 

to the many challenges resulting from the pandemic. We pray that they 

will be able to set aside normal conventions and old allegiances and be 

open to alternate solutions to the distress being felt by so many. We 

give thanks for the chief health officers and scientific advisors who are 

striving to ensure that all possible measures are being taken to keep 

the community safe. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we give thanks for all health professionals and pray that they will 

be sustained as they undertake their vital roles. We remember all who 

mourn and those who comfort them.  We pray for all who need your 

healing power in their lives, especially for those on our parish prayer 

list. 

God of Grace: Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we remember before you, those who have died. We give thanks 

for the lives of Garry Hook and Aidrian (AIDO) McManis. Rest eternal 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. We 

pray for those of our loved ones who have their year’s mind at this, for 

Violet Elliott; Michaela Mitrovic-Tuckey; Leslie Bullock; Charles Ecob; 

Minnie Starkey; Frank James Coe; Lorna Evans; Stanley Conchar; Shirley 

Pozzi; Francis Hewit Taylor; Marjorie White and Brendan Mooney. We 

pray that we with them and all the saints may rest in peace and rise with 

Christ in glory. 

Hear us, Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST …  

Father Mick is Mount Isa's priest with a purpose and                    

locals say he's turning troubled lives around                                          

- By Leonie Mellor 

It's just 4 degrees outside on a chilly Mount Isa morning. The bright 

pink cloud formations unique to the state's north-west are already 

dominating the broad Queensland sky. 

Nine-year-old Kevin is tucking into a cup of Milo in the kitchen of 

Mount Isa's youth hub. He's also had a hot shower and bacon and eggs 

for breakfast. 

He's shrouded in his warm blue hoodie – he might live in Queensland, 

but he's riding high on New South Wales' win in the State of Origin the 

night before. 

An enormous white-toothed grin appears as he talks of his favourite 

player, Josh Addo-Carr. 

The youth hub is his second home. 

Father Mick Lowcock walks by and pats him on the shoulders, with a 

quick chat and a quiet word. 

He's known as Father Mick and he is the figurehead — the person be-

hind the youth hub, which sits on the grounds of the Good Shepherd 

Parish in Mount Isa. 

This calm, softly spoken Catholic priest has made this mining town on 

Kalkadoon country his home for nearly 30 years. 

It is also a long way from what he had in mind when he joined the 

priesthood nearly 50 years ago. 

Making a difference 

The boy from Bowen was thinking about teaching when he was in Year 

12 at boarding school in Charters Towers. 
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But spending time with a great uncle at an aged care home made him 

want to help people. 

Yet nothing prepared him for Mount Isa. 

After 20 years as a priest in parishes like Townsville and Ingham, he was 

sent west. 

Suddenly he was surrounded by ranges and red dirt. The nearest ocean 

was hours to the north and large mining chimneys dominated the sky-

line. 

"I just thought I'm not the right person for here. I just don't see myself as 

fitting into this society," Father Mick said. 

He was thrust into a community of many different cultures, including a 

large Indigenous population, conducting funerals at which he was the          

only white person. 

"That's a whole cultural change to understand your role in that communi-

ty, in that society, what goes on there," he said. 

It didn't take long for him to see a need. 

People were lying in the churchyard and drinking. 

A man who had started the parish kitchen providing free meals every 

day pointed it out. 

"He said his daughter said to him in church, 'What are they doing out 

there, Daddy? Who feeds them?'," Father Mick recalled. 

"You can't have people living there and not do [something]. So that's why 

we got hot water, showers, toilets, you know, all the things the basic things 

people need." 

He said helping people was about creating relationships and under-

standing. 

"We've all got dignity because of who we are, whether in the riverbed or, 

you know, with the mayor, so to speak," he said. 
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"I think we lose that sense of perspective when we see some people be-

cause of the condition of life they're living." 

Mount Isa has changed significantly over the past 30 years. 

While the chimney stacks still loom large, Father Mick said the city of 

22,000 had grown up, was less reliant on the mine and had a focus on 

community. 

But it's still a city with challenges. 

The intervention in the Northern Territory and the introduction of the                

basics card there, have seen an influx of Indigenous Territorians to 

Mount Isa. 

This has put pressure on health, housing and social services, as well as 

sometimes creating friction because of different cultural practices. 

Women's shelters 'always full 

Father Mick has heart-wrenching stories of girls as young as 11 who 

have experienced more than any adult should, of men who have never 

cried until asked to describe the hardest thing they have endured. 

Domestic violence, crime and abuse are ever-present. 

According to court figures, Mount Isa has seen a 20 per cent increase in 

domestic violence order (DVO) breaches in the past year. 

Val Brown from the Domestic Violence Resource Service said more wom-

en were trying to get out of the town, but many were also coming in 

across the border "escaping with their partners not far behind them". 

"There is no housing," she said. 

"There's three shelters and they are always full." 

Father Mick runs Murri Men's Group, in which participants discuss these 

topics openly in a culturally safe space. 

He said the number of men in jail had doubled in the past three years, 

but that education programs were far more effective at changing                           

behaviour. 
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Kenny Page can vouch for that. He took part in Murri Men's Group as 

part of his parole conditions and said it changed his life. 

"I didn't know nothing about domestic violence and I didn't realise that it 

was the little general things at home that I thought that was OK. But it 

was domestic violence," he said. 

"The Murri Men's Group made me wake up a lot. Like seriously, I was at 

that stage where I didn't know where I was going to get the help from. 

"I gave up on myself." 

Mr Page said he has learnt about his "triggers", and that domestic vio-

lence is not just about hitting your partner. 

"It's the verbal, it's the demanding, you know, like the bullying," he said. 

"It is not letting your partner be a person." 

The father of three said he now knew how to react when his triggers 

went off. 

He's genuinely proud of his turnaround and is helping others. 

"I love myself now, who I am. I actually got back to loving me first," he 

said. 

Father Mick said that while he believed fathers were involved more in 

their children's lives now than previously, society had disempowered 

them to a degree. 

Many struggled to know their role in life. 

"A number of years ago, [in Murri Men's group] one of the fellas said, 'I 

became a father this week'," Fr Mick said. 

"And everyone gave him a clap. And then he says, 'But I don't know what 

a father does, never had a male live in the house'." 

Mount Isa at night 

It's 7:00pm on a weekday and a woman behind the counter at the bottle-

o is screening who walks in. 
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She opens the automatic door one customer at a time, limiting to four the 

number of wine casks each customer can purchase. 

She said she had an incident a few weeks earlier where she had to get a 

broom to ward off a group intent on wreaking havoc in the store. 

"Don't talk to me about gender fluidity and all that bloody rubbish down 

south — crime is what it's all about here," she said, expressing frustration 

with politicians. 

Father Mick is more circumspect in a city where gambling and drinking 

are endemic. 

"Gambling isn't the issue. Drinking isn't the issue. That's what people 

see," he said. 

"But really what's behind all that … dispossession, loss of culture … strug-

gling to be accepted into a white society. 

"It's just tragic, really. 

"In fact, it has severely damaged people." 

The damage runs through generations, to the children now roaming the 

streets at night, chroming because they're bored and entering into inap-

propriate sexual relations as young as 10. 

It's what prompted the youth hub's formation — taking a multi-pronged 

approach to helping children. 

"There shouldn't be a 10-year-old hanging out at 1:30 in the morning, you 

know? But that's what we have," youth hub manager Adam Kuzmanovic 

said. 

He is one of several who patrol the streets at night. 

"Our job is to get them home," he said. 

But home is often empty or unsafe, in which case the children are taken to 

the hub for a meal and to watch a movie until it's safe to go home. 
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It's also the place that provides safety and security when home is over-

crowded, complicated and scary. 

Education is also a focus. 

For kids like Kevin, who lives with his grandmother and loves science and 

playing rugby league, the hub rewards school attendance. 

A teacher is onsite to help students transition back to mainstream   

schooling. 

Latrice Cubby, 14, also spends time at the hub. 

She loves sport and would like to go to boarding school in Melbourne 

where her three sisters live. 

Mr Kuzmanovic said in the past eight weeks they had helped six high-

risk children return to school. 

There are another five on the waiting list. 

The team also runs regular group talks with the children about crime, 

drugs, chroming, responsibility and school. 

It holds separate meetings with parents and guardians, the city's retailers 

and local Indigenous community members. 

A youth worker is now stationed at Mount Isa Village shopping centre, 

keeping an eye on bored teenagers. They'll have a friendly chat in a bid 

to ward off misbehaviour. 

Anyone caught stealing has to front management and apologise. The 

items are paid for. 

Deodorant, peroxide cans and other aerosols are now locked up so kids 

can't use them for chroming. 

The Youth Transitional Hub is one of the many programs run by North 

West Queensland Indigenous Catholic Social Services established by        

Father Mick. 

It has 70 employees; the vast majority of them are Indigenous. 
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Dignity for all 

Later in the afternoon, Father Mick heads down to the dry Leichhardt         

River, where groups of people have gathered. 

For many, this is where they'll stay. It can be a violent place. 

As he approaches one group, a young man yells abuse, calls him racist. 

He responds calmly, reassures them. 

Pretty soon, he's talking among friends. 

They know who he is. He tells them he knows some of their younger rela-

tives at the youth hub. They talk football and health. 

"Ah, Father Mick, we believe in him," one older man said. 

At the Riverbed Action Group across the road, he pops in to talk with 

staff. 

Of almost 160 people using the laundry and shower services there, 90 

per cent are from the Northern Territory. 

At the nearby Arthur Peterson diversionary centre, manager Natalie          

Craigie greets Father Mick warmly. 

Here mainly older heavily intoxicated people are sitting in chairs or lying 

on the floor, yelling out or watching TV. Many are elderly. They're dishev-

elled, dirty and drunk. 

It's a confronting sight. 

But they want to talk to Father Mick. He holds their hands, listens and of-

fers encouragement. 

The centre provides a place to sleep while they recover, with care work-

ers conducting regular observations to ensure they don't choke. 

Ms Craigie describes it as "a godsend". 

"I think having access to a safe place, a bed, something to eat, something 

to drink is probably a big saviour for the people," she said. 
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"Without this place … there'd probably be a higher rate of death, I be-

lieve." 

'All we can do is just give them the tools' 

Father Mick has also been the local police chaplain for 30 years, and last 

year was awarded a Queensland Great award for his work. 

While he doesn't doubt he's made an impact, he shrugs off the accolade.  

"To me, it's the ordinary person doing ordinary things, faithfully," he said. 

Aunty Dolly Hankin from the Aboriginal Catholic Council has worked 

with him for most of the past three decades. 

"He's a fair man, he's compassionate, he loves to help," she said. 

"He gave these families dignity, gave them a chance to better them-

selves. All we can do is just give them the tools." 

As challenging as his job has been, he said Mount Isa had been a place 

that affirmed his work and vocation. 

"I always say it's a challenge to your beliefs," he said. 

"Like the way you treat people, the way you treat the fella in the gutter is 

going to be an indication of who you are as a person." 

 

These Australians were cast out by their religions. But they 

have no regrets - By RN Religion & Ethics reporter Nick Baker 

After taking on one the world's most powerful institutions, Peter Kennedy 

has spent more than a decade living "in exile". 

But that's exactly where the 83-year-old wants to be. 

Mr Kennedy was a well-known Brisbane Catholic priest, but after chal-

lenging church orthodoxy and practising his own controversial brand of 

Catholicism, was dismissed in 2009. 

 



28 

He says he has now moved far away from the Catholic Church. 

"I don't believe in the Catholic Church or even the Christian faith. For 

me, I think it's really all about justice. It's all about the poor and the bro-

ken." 

Mr Kennedy is part of a small group of Australians who have been cast 

out of their religions. 

For some, it's a badge of honour after a long fight. For others, it can be a 

deeply traumatising event. 

"It was not easy ... but I have no regrets at all," Mr Kennedy says.   

"I'm very glad for this journey." 

From Catholicism to 'finding your own truth' 

For years, Mr Kennedy made headlines for deviating from Roman Cath-

olic practices at St Mary's church in South Brisbane, including allowing 

women to preach and blessing LGBTQIA+ couples. 

After repeated warnings and attempts at conciliation, church authorities 

removed Mr Kennedy from office, so he and his flock set up a separate 

faith entity called St Mary's in Exile. 

Described as "a pop-up church", St Mary's in Exile meets every week-

end in the Queensland Trades and Labour Council Building, and is far 

more progressive than its Catholic namesake. 

"We said we won't go down that toxic, patriarchal path … We changed 

the sexist language, we've had women leading and co-leading liturgy," 

explains Mr Kennedy's co-agitator, Terry Fitzpatrick. 

Mr Fitzpatrick was an associate priest at St Mary's who stood by Mr 

Kennedy, so was also removed by the Catholic Church and is now with 

St Mary's in Exile. 

"[The Catholic Church] just doesn't seem to be looking towards the                    

future," he says. 
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For these former Catholic priests, the scriptures were "never meant to 

be taken literally". Instead, it's all about exploring the metaphorical mes-

sages and "finding your own truth". 

Mr Kennedy says in his later years, he's been drawn to "the mystics and 

mysticism" and its focus on individualism and contemplation. 

The same goes for Mr Fitzpatrick, who says he follows "mysticism and 

the Gnostic Christians, the non-literalist Christians that were persecuted 

by the literalist Christians in the early church system". 

But while Mr Kennedy and Mr Fitzpatrick had an entire community sup-

port them as they left their religion and started on a new path, other Aus-

tralians go through this in a much lonelier way. 

For some, the process can lead to years – or even a lifetime – of struggle. 

Losing family and friends 

When Paul Grundy was expelled from his church, he lost a lot more than 

just a place to worship. 

Mr Grundy was brought up in a family of devout Jehovah's Witnesses, in 

what he describes as an extremely insular religious world. 

But later in life, he came to the conclusion that the religion was "just not 

telling the truth", so he created an anonymous website that strongly criti-

cised Jehovah's Witness teachings. 

The church figured out that Mr Grundy was behind the website and ex-

pelled him – a process known in the religion as "disfellowshipping". 

And in the Jehovah's Witness faith, a disfellowed member can be 

"shunned," or as Mr Grundy describes it, "people cut you off from their 

lives, virtually completely". 

"I lost most of my family and my friends. I went into mourning over that, 

knowing that was the end of my relationship with my mother and father 

and sister. It was almost like they died … I fell into a real state of           

depression." 
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Mental health experts say that shunning and similar extreme practices 

can have a significant effect on people. 

"You may see PTSD, or low self-worth, even a loss of identity and a loss of 

self," says Nicola Stevens, a registered counsellor who has researched 

religious trauma. 

"You can almost compare it to a form of coercion or an attempt by the re-

ligious institution to maintain power and control over the individual by 

saying, 'we'll use isolation'," she says. 

The Jehovah's Witnesses did not respond to questions from the ABC 

about the effects of disfellowshipping and shunning. 

But Mr Grundy says in the long term, he "definitely made the right 

choice" and is "very happy" with where he is now. 

"Today I'm 'ignostic' … I think the whole discussion of whether there's a 

God or not is completely meaningless, because God doesn't reveal him-

self, no one knows who he is." 

An ancient practice 

Methods of temporarily or permanently excluding followers who break 

the rules are as old as religions themselves, according to experts. 

Andrew Singleton, a professor of sociology and social research at                     

Deakin University, says "it goes all the way back to when humans invent-

ed religion". 

"The second thing they invented was heresy. And the third thing they                                         

invented was being removed for heresy," he says. 

"[The Catholic Church] allows flexibility, but at some point, if you're 

speaking out in a way that's clearly against the doctrine, they will at that 

point clamp down." 

For the Catholics, these penalties range from being "removed from cleri-

cal office" — like in the case of Mr Kennedy and Mr Fitzpatrick — to ex-

communication. 
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Professor Singleton says religions with greater "hierarchy, authority and 

history" are more likely to eject people for standing up to them, but 

"charismatic religions" are far less likely to do so. 

"Charismatic religions are ones where anyone has the authority to hear 

from the spirits or gods. So it's not clear cut what constitutes heresy." 

Professor Michele Riondino is the director of the Canon Law Centre at 

the Australian Catholic University. 

He says for the Catholic Church, the legal structure and penalties laid out 

in the Code of Canon Law are to ensure "order" and "the good of the 

community". 

Professor Riondino says in recent years, most clerical dismissals in the 

Catholic Church were due to sex-abuse crimes, rather than individuals 

standing up to church authority. 

"All the sanctions in the church's Code of Canon Law, they have three 

purposes … To restore justice, reform the offender and repair the scan-

dal," he says. 

Professor Riondino says some penalties are "expiatory" while others are 

"medicinal", which are meant "to help the person understand the grave 

and the deep break between them and the church and to help them to 

be part of it again". 

"The imposition or declaration of each kind of penalty … is one of the 

most significant expressions of the church's power and for this reason, 

every kind of penalty is exercised with great care, and with pastoral at-

tention." 

But while being pushed away from a religion can bring an enormous 

emotional toll, some Australians are fortunate to have had a much more 

positive experience. 
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'Just enjoy the ride' 

Sue-Ann Post talks about her excommunication from the Mormon church 

in an almost joyous way. 

But that's to be expected from someone who has described herself as 

"Australia's favourite six-foot, lesbian, ex-Mormon, diabetic, comedian 

and writer". 

In the late 1980s, Ms Post started drawing on her Mormon upbringing for 

comedy material. Fifteen years on, church authorities eventually had 

enough and officially excommunicated her.  

Ms Post was born into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (the 

official name of the Mormon church) but began drifting away from the 

faith in her teens. 

"I probably would be a messed-up Mormon housewife if I hadn't gone to 

university and at age 18 realised that lesbians existed and went 'oh my 

God that explains everything'," she says. 

"There were two years of battling that, praying and fasting and asking 

God not to make me gay until I finally accepted [my sexuality] … Then I 

thought, if they're wrong about that, what else are they wrong about? And 

I worked my way out with logic and a bit of anger." 

Material from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints says, "the   

experience of same-sex attraction is a complex reality for many people. 

The attraction itself is not a sin, but acting on it is". 

Ms Post says for her, life is "all just one big adventure". 

"I do not fear death. I do not fear an afterlife. If there is a God, I'm pre-

pared to argue toe-to-toe with him." 

And the ex-Mormon comedian has a piece of advice for people who go 

through a similar experience to hers. 

"It was an absolutely scary but wonderful liberation … If you get                              

expelled from a faith, just enjoy the ride." 
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Post-traumatic growth 

Counsellor Nicola Stevens also says there can be positives, no matter 

how traumatic the split is. 

"People are pretty incredible and I think even when they have been 

through traumatic experiences, there is a thing that we call 'post-

traumatic growth'," Ms Stevens says. 

"People can experience growth and make some sense after what has 

happened, and find a way to accept that it's happened. 

"With resilience and strength … people can find ways to create a life 

worthwhile and meaningful for them, even after an event like this." 

 

Expressing Gratitude for Our Magnificent Planet That                   

Sustains All Life  

 I have been a long-distance runner for most of my adult life: marathons, 

half-marathons, ultra-marathons, adventure races. Of all the places I’ve 

run, nothing really compares to the beauty—both natural and man-made

–in Jerusalem, my newly adopted home. Within an area of just a few kilo-

meters, I can be running around the walls of the Old City or inside a 

large urban wildlife refuge. 

On Sunday mornings, I frequently take a scenic route that takes me to 

Gan Sacher, Jerusalem’s equivalent of Manhattan’s Central Park. There 

are playgrounds, picnic areas, ball fields, and on Sunday morning a ton 

of trash littering the ground. 

In this week’s Torah portion, Eikev we read: 

For your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with streams and 

springs and fountains issuing from plain and hill; a land of wheat and 

barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey; 

a land where you may eat food without stint, where you will lack nothing; 

a land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine copper. 

When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to your God for the good land 
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given you. Take care lest you forget the your God and fail to keep God’s 

commandments, rules, and laws, which I enjoin upon you today. 

The people are told they will soon enter a land filled with the historic 

seven species, as well as a land rich in mineral deposits: iron and copper, 

as well as copious amounts of clean water. The Israelites are blessed with 

multiple environmental gifts and it might be expected that subsequent 

and adjacent verses would caution us to respect the land and the bounty 

of the fields and trees, but the Torah does not offer this warning. Instead, 

we are told that the bounty of the land is predicated on the collective re-

membering of God’s continued beneficence to the Israelite nation. In or-

der for the Israelite nation to receive the fruit of the earth, the fledgling 

Israelite nation is told: 

Do not forget the Eternal your God—who freed you from the land of 

Egypt, the house of bondage…who brought forth water, who fed you 

manna…Remember that is the Eternal your God who gives you the pow-

er to get wealth, in fulfilment of the covenant… (Deut 8:12-18) 

Over and over, throughout the Torah, the Israelites are told to remember 

and recall their Exodus from Egypt and that they are all descendants of 

slaves. This act of remembrance is so fundamental to development as a 

people, that in the morning prayer service we are asked to recall six epi-

sodes from Torah, including the Exodus from Egypt: 

            Recall the Exodus from Egypt 

            Recall Amalek 

            Recall standing at Sinai 

            Recall the Golden Calf 

            Recall Korach 

            Recall Shabbat- the first gift (Mishkan Tefillah, p. 43) 

In this time of heightened awareness of the risks of climate change, envi-

ronmental despoliation, and food insecurity, perhaps we need to add an-

other remembrance. One that  predates the Exodus, one that goes back 
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to the Garden of Eden. In Genesis, Adam and Eve are told it is their re-

sponsibility to “work and keep” the Garden (Genesis 2:15) and in Eccle-

siastes Rabbah we are told, “Observe how beautiful is the work of my 

creation. Take care not to destroy it, for no one will repair it after 

you” (Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13). And the Psalmist tells us: “The Earth is 

the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who live in 

it” (Psalms 24:1). As Jews throughout the world, and especially here in Is-

rael, we need to remember that the food we eat and the natural re-

sources we enjoy are gifts. 

My running through the Jerusalem’s streets early in the morning is a 

form of moving meditation: I sing, I pray, and I rejoice in the brilliance 

and wonder of the human body. Maybe it’s time that I add these remem-

brances to my daily ritual to offer thanksgiving for who we are as a peo-

ple, but also gratitude for the privilege of being a steward of this magnif-

icent planet that sustains all life. 

 

Library book returned to Sheffield Cathedral, two centu-

ries overdue 

- by Paul Wilkinson  

SOME people may panic when their library book is few days overdue, 

but a volume recently returned to Sheffield Cathedral is more than two 

centuries past its return date. 

“I did joke with the owner that we wouldn’t be demanding any charges,” 

the Vice-Dean, Canon Keith Farrow, said, “but then someone said we 

could have got a new roof.” 

The cathedral library closed about 200 years ago; so Canon Farrow was 

surprised to receive an email from the goddaughter of a recently                  

deceased woman in south Wales who had left instructions in her will for 

the book to be returned. 

The book, The Faith and Practice of a Church of England Man, a treatise 

for the laity, was first published in 1688. The Sheffield copy is a seventh 
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edition dating from 1704. Inside is the handwritten inscription: This 

Book belongs to ye Lending Library in Sheffield Church 1709.” 

“In our archives, there is talk of a very renowned lending library which 

we think was dispersed in the late Georgian period during a reorder-

ing,” Canon Farrow said. “Where in the building it was, we’re not sure. 

We still have a few books from that period in our archives. 

“Back in those days, it was probably quite a pioneering thing to have a 

lending library in church. This building wasn’t made a cathedral until 

1914; so it would have been the parish church, with just the vicar and a 

couple of curates. It would have been for the public generally rather 

than just the clergy. Some cathedrals have chained libraries, but this 

was one where people could take them out.” 

The book, which, Canon Farrow believes, has little financial value, will 

go on display in the cathedral. “It gives a sense of past times when 

Sheffield was a village emerging into the industrial revolution,” he said. 

“The person who borrowed this book would simply not recognise Shef-

field, even 100 years later. I felt as if I was holding something that had a 

story to tell. It’s a sort of ready reckoner to maintain you on the straight 

and narrow.” 

The volume contains sermons by leading churchmen of the time, and    

essays on correct behaviour. One quote intrigued Canon Farrow: “It can 

never be improper or unreasonable for the most private man to give an 

account of himself and his beliefs and practices, especially at a time 

when religion is so much contraverted.” 

“Nothing changes,” Canon Farrow said. “The Church had its back 

against the wall, as it does today.” 
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Religious protesters: Tables to be overturned 

As the Home Office seeks to curb protest, Joe Ware speaks to Christians 

prepared to take a stand 

THE American grass-roots organiser and author L. A. Kauffman has de-

scribed the present time as the “golden age of protest”. In the past few 

years, there has been a spike in public protest movements, both in the 

UK and around the world. 

Footage of the Black Lives Matter demonstrations, the response to the 

killing of Sarah Everard by a police officer, Greta Thunberg and the 

school-strike movement, and Extinction Rebellion demonstrations that 

brought roads in central London to a standstill shows that people are 

taking to the streets in significant numbers, even despite the pandemic. 

How should Christians respond, however, to movements that can result 

in disruption, property damage, and confrontation with police and the 

democratically elected powers of the state? 

For some Christians involved in these protests, taking a stand is nothing 

new. The Revd Martin Newell, a Roman Catholic priest from Birming-

ham, is involved in Christian Climate Action, which operates alongside 

Extinction Rebellion (XR). He has also spent six months in prison after 

breaking into RAF Wittering and causing £28,000 worth of damage 

while disarming vehicles that transport Britain’s nuclear weapons. 

Fr Martin Newell 

Fr Newell, aged 53, joined the pro-peace movement at university, and 

came to the view that the potential of nuclear weapons to cause large-

scale, indiscriminate killing made them immoral. He said: “I became 

convinced Jesus was a pacifist, and that I should be one, too. 

“In the past, if you wanted to be a conscientious objector all you had to 

do was refuse to join the military, albeit with serious consequences.                  

Today, due to high-tech warfare, the powers-that-be don’t need young 

men, just our silence and our taxes. I believe we’re complicit if we don’t 

oppose it.” 
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Fr Newell grew up in a conservative, Daily Mail-reading family. “I was too 

young to vote in 1979, but, if I had been able to, I’d have voted for 

Thatcher,” he said. But during his university years he remembers being 

challenged through his attendance at the Christian Union: “There was a 

poster which said: ‘If you were arrested for being a Christian would there 

be enough evidence to convict you?’ That really stuck with me.” 

On the subject of being a law-breaker, Fr Newell is at peace with it. “I’m 

OK with breaking the law for the right reasons. Jesus actively opposed 

the unjust laws and structures of his day.” 

NOT everyone agrees with the spirit of disruption caused by Christian 

Climate Action and the like. The Rt Revd Nick Holtam, recently retired as 

the Bishop of Salisbury and formerly the C of E’s lead bishop on the envi-

ronment, wrote in this paper that some of the tactics of Extinction Rebel-

lion had “strained relationships” (Faith, 2 October 2020). 

In an interview during the protests in 2019, the Archbishop of Canterbury 

said: “We have to start on all of these things with respect for the human 

being. And you can be disrespectful in the way you demonstrate, and you 

can be disrespectful in the way that you treat those who are                       

demonstrating. 

“We believe in free speech. But you have to think, ‘Whose lives are we 

making not just more difficult but perhaps catastrophically more diffi-

cult?’” 

Fr Newell does have sympathy for those affected. “I certainly feel sorry 

for some of those caught up in them. During one of the XR roadblock pro-

tests, a woman came up to me who was a carer who couldn’t get to her 

work. I tried to give her some money for the Tube. I felt terrible. 

“But without those protests, the awareness about the climate emergency 

would be much less — and that would be catastrophic. Also, the lifestyles 

we lead, and the way our economic system exploits other countries, are 

disrupting people’s lives overseas all the time. The wars the UK has 

waged on other countries, which kill and maim, cause far more disrup-

tion than our protests. 
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“Look at Jesus driving out the moneylenders in the Temple. The activities 

taking place there were among the most important for faithful Jews, and 

Jesus thought it was appropriate to disrupt that. If Jesus thought it was OK 

to cause disruption in the face of injustice, then it’s OK by me.” 

Referring to the police, Fr Newell said: “I find police quite like dealing 

with non-violent protesters. We’re nice; we’re not a danger to them. Their 

job is usually much more stressful than dealing with us.” 

GRAHAM NORMAN, a police inspector in Wimbledon, and deputy 

chair of the Christian Police Association, said that, from anecdotal evi-

dence, it was rare for Christians in the UK to be involved in protests that 

broke the law. 

The philosophers who might help us through COVID's dark 

days of lockdown - By Stan Grant 

George Harrison, the most philosophical Beatle and a devotee of Eastern 

mysticism, famously wrote: "All things must pass."  

How might we cling to that sense of hope, as COVID lockdown drags on 

again? To whom do we turn to help us try to navigate these times? 

Maybe Harrison's optimism does it for you. Or perhaps your mood, like 

mine, more often runs to Harrison's great friend Bob Dylan: "It's not dark 

yet, but it's getting there." 

There is certainly nothing new under the sun; we have been here before. 

Tough times pose big questions of existence: the meaning of life, how we 

approach death, our responsibility to others, the nature of freedom. 

As Ancient Rome was devastated by a plague that killed at least five mil-

lion people, the Emperor Marcus Aurelius penned his famous Medita-

tions, a stoic philosophy of accepting what you cannot change. 

Stoicism also cautions us that we can become paralysed with fear — that 

fear itself can be greater than reality. 

The Emperor, surrounded by death, told us that it is not death we should 

fear, rather we "should fear never beginning to live".  
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Marcus Aurelius has much to teach us in our own time of "plague". With 

millions of people locked down, liberty and freedom sacrificed to beat-

ing the pandemic, how do we accept what is beyond our control? 

How do we not fall prey to fear when all we hear is a drumbeat of doom 

and a daily roll call of new COVID cases? 

What price will we pay for lockdowns? 

Science has extended our life expectancy to the point where we can al-

most think ourselves immortal, yet paradoxically we also seem to fear 

and hide from the only thing that is inevitable: death itself. 

Baruch Spinoza said: "The free person thinks least of all of death." A free 

person, he said, "is not lead by fear ... wisdom is a meditation on life". 

Today so many of us are shut away from each other; alive, yes, if not fully 

living. 

Hannah Arendt, in her book Men in Dark Times warned us against such 

isolation. She reminds us that to the Ancient Romans to live was "to be 

among people", to die was "to cease to be among people". 

She said we can become "expelled" or "withdrawn" from the world, we 

"hole up in the refuge of one's psyche", lose our "humanness" and for-

sake "reality". 

How many people now are locked away, refuge in our own psyche, dis-

tracted, frustrated, angry, lonely, bored? As Arendt put it, "in the sound-

less dialogue of the I with itself"? 

Where is our humanness? And what is the price we will pay? 

These are not questions for daily news but they will resonate long                   

beyond the headlines. 

Arendt wrote about the rise of the Nazis and how too many people 

turned their eyes from the unfolding horror. They stopped asking ques-

tions. Especially in dark times, Arendt says, we should ask questions, 

think and put our thoughts into action. 
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How would Arendt have seen COVID and lockdown? She may well have 

supported the necessity of lockdown but not isolation. She certainly 

would have warned against creeping authoritarianism, encouraged us to 

ask questions, challenge what we are told and to think with compassion. 

To think and to question is to pursue truth — the great defence against 

tyranny — yet Arendt cautioned that even when it comes to science, 

"truths are never final", they are always being revised. 

'Fear is the name we give to uncertainty' 

Truth is often no match for fear. The resistance or hesitancy to the Astra-

Zeneca vaccine is a case in point. 

The tiny risk of death from the vaccine shot has scared otherwise rational 

people away from the overwhelming benefits of getting the jab. 

Zygmunt Bauman calls this "liquid fear" — diffuse, scattered, unclear: we 

are "haunted" by this fear. "Fear", he writes, "is the name we give to our 

uncertainty; to our ignorance". 

Philosophers Dan Dagerman, Matthew Flinders and Matthew Thomas 

Johnson, in their study In Defence of Fear: COVID-19, Crises and Democ-

racy, write that we live in an age of fear: 

COVID-19 emerged into a socio-political context that was to some extent 

conditioned by narratives of crisis. It was fearful. From the global finan-

cial crisis to a succession of epidemics (Bird Flu, SARs, MERs, Ebola) 

through to the climate change crisis, the Eurozone crisis, and ongoing 

concern regarding the vaunted 'crisis', 'death' or 'suicide' of democracy, 

'liquid life' appears an increasingly precarious journey in which the res-

pite between fear-laden narratives of impending crisis appears increas-

ingly brief. 

COVID, they point out, arrived in the UK in the midst of Brexit anxiety.. 

In the United States, COVID became synonymous with the most chaotic 

aspects of the Trump presidency and a population politically divided and 

prone to conspiracy theories — so much so that wearing a mask or not 



42 

became a political symbol. 

Where Zygmunt Bauman talks about ignorance breeding fear, Dagerman, 

Flinders and Johnson argue that much fear today comes from knowledge. 

It is precisely knowledge about COVID that breeds suspicion, that mar-

ginalises communities — especially vulnerable, poorer or ethnically di-

verse communities — and leads us to fear the "other". 

As they write: "While COVID-19 has arguably created a situation in which 

all or most bodies, even our own, have become fearful, it has made some 

bodies particularly frightening." 

We have seen this in Sydney with people in the city's south-west more 

heavily policed, stigmatised and made to feel like second-class citizens. 

How would Kant frame COVID? 

The COVID-19 pandemic challenges us about what we owe our fellow cit-

izens. What do we prioritise: health or economy? 

A lockdown limits the spread of the virus but creates other health issues, 

particularly mental illness. It hurts business, costs jobs, and hits the poor 

— who can't indulge in leisurely lockdown walks and baking days — ex-

tra hard. 

Which thinker has the answers: Immanuel Kant or Jeremy Bentham? 

These two 18th-19th century philosophers frame the COVID dilemma. 

To Kant, there should be a rule for everyone and society should come   

before ourselves. His categorical imperative that we can only act in a way 

that others can act means that to beat COVID, we can't simply indulge our 

own whims. Our freedom must be sacrificed for others. To Kant, protect-

ing the elderly and vulnerable would come even before our economy. 

And Bentham? He is the father of utilitarianism: the greatest happiness 

for the greatest number. Certainly, a lockdown that at its best keeps most 

people free of the disease, and the slight possibility of death, would pre-

serve happiness. 

But what of those millions of people who will not get COVID but who are 
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right now deprived of their liberty and livelihoods? Would that pass Ben-

tham's test of the greatest good for the greatest number? 

In a battle of the philosophers in Australia — at least with a zero toler-

ance of COVID — we are all Kantians now. Bentham gave the world not 

just utilitarianism but the idea of the panopticon — the all-seeing eye of 

the modern prison. 

Another philosopher, Michel Foucault, took Bentham's panopticon and 

applied it to what he called biopolitics. To Foucault, society is a body and 

modern medicine and technology gives the state greater power over 

that body. 

We are disciplined by the all-seeing eye of the state and the threat of be-

ing caught and punished modifies our behaviour.  

Will our freedoms ever fully return? 

Pandemics, like wars, change us. We live in an age of total surveillance.  

Lockdown has certainly saved lives but it has also stripped us of free-

doms and history reminds us those freedoms may never fully return. 

Remember the War on Terror? To deal with that threat, governments im-

posed emergency powers that reached deeply into our lives, changed 

the nature of privacy and limited media freedom. 

Security protocols and airport screening which were introduced, we 

were told, for our own safety are still in place today. There is no return to 

normal, just a weary conditioning to a new normal.  

As Hannah Arendt wrote: "Whatever touches or enters into a sustained 

relationship with human life immediately assumes the character of a con-

dition of human existence." 

COVID has revealed and accelerated cracks in our world: inequality and 

political division, open-border globalisation versus closed-border                   

nationalism. 

We may well look back at this time as having hastened a retreat of                  

democracy and a rise of authoritarianism. 
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 2 Samuel 18.5-9, 18.14, 18.31-33; 

 Psalm  130; 

 either Ephesians 4.25 – 5.2 or                  

 Ephesians  4.17 – 5.2;  

 John 6.35, 6.41-51 

Today St Paul gives the Church at Ephesus 

rules for behaviour to ensure that their 

community life really reflects the new life 

into which they have been called. These 

rules for behaviour are good for the Church today – as St Paul says, ‘Do 

not make room for the devil’.  

 Give thanks for all who build up the body of Christ by their encour-

agement and example.  

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of 

South Sudan. 

Text: Robert McLean  ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

Alternatively, we may believe that our shared suffering — "we are all in 

this together" — will bring us closer. I suspect not, though, as Arendt 

said feelings of fraternity "manifest themselves only in darkness". 

How soon it dissolves, she wrote: "The humanity of the insulted and                 

injured has never yet survived the hour of liberation by so much as a  

minute." 

For now, those of us who can afford to can always retreat into nostalgia, 

old Beatles records and the words of the "quiet one" Harrison: "Here 

comes the sun, and I say it's alright." 
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate; for 

Kanishka Raffel, the newly elected 

Archbishop of Sydney; for Michael 

Stead, our Regional Bishop; and for all 

the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

We also pray for the Reverend Matthew 

Redmond for the work he does with 

Anglicare. 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, 

Pray for The Church of South India 

(United) 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church and 

all its future endeavours, that through it 

we may glorify you with your Father and 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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the Holy Spirit, now, always and forever. 

Amen. 

Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, We pray for all 

those people who are feeling unloved, 

abandoned or rejected. May they feel 

God’s love and care for them.  

Pray for: Joyce Bannister; Anthony 

Browne; Fabian Browne; John Burns;                

June Cameron; Grace Mao-Jing; Enid 

Kell, Fr. Shenouda Mansour, Lola Marr; 

 David Morgan; Graham Norman; Alister 

& Sally Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Sylvia; Diane Smith; Margaret 

Stephenson; Daphne Storey; Jean Storey; 

Susie; Geoff Voller; Bob Woods. 

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed,  

that God may grant them a place of 

refreshment, light and peace. 

Pray, too, for, Shirley Jean Benn; Milton 

John Swan; Peter Ernst Kroger; Joyce 

Harvey; Florence Phyllis Dobbins; 

Anthony Artinian & for any others whose 

year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Monday 9th August - Mary Sumner, founder of teh Mothers’ Union (d.1921) 

 Tuesday 10th August - Laurence, Deacon and Martyr at Rome (d.258) 

 Wednesday 11th August - Clare of Assisi (d.1252)                                                                 

       - John Henry Newman, cardinal & Theologian (d.1890)  

 Friday 13th August - Jeremy Taylor, bishop and spiritual writer (d.1667) 

 Saturday 14th August - Twentieth century martyrs including Grand Duchess 

            Elizabeth of Russia (d.1918); Maximilien Kolbe, friar  

     (d.1940), Maria Skobtsova, abbess in Russia (d.1945); 

     Martin Luther King, worker for civil liberties (d.1968); 

            Janani Luwum, archbishop of Uganda (d.1977;                   

     Oscar Romero, archbishop of San Salvador (d.1980) 
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins OAM 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

