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    Welcome to worship 

Sunday 9th May 2021 

Sixth Sunday Of Easter  

8.00am  Said Eucharist (with hymns)  

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (with the St Paul’s Choir)  

W 
ELCOME  TO ST PAUL’S. We are glad that you have come to worship 

God with us today. If you are a visitor from another parish, or 

worshipping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to 

our parish priest, Fr James Collins, or to anyone wearing a name badge, over a 

cup of tea or coffee in the parish hall after the service. You’ll find the hall behind 

the church.  
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I am 

who I 

? ? 

First Aid 

Name badges 

Name badges help make St Paul’s an 

inclusive community. If you need a new 

name badge, fill in the form inside the 

pew sheet, send it to the parish office, 

and one will be made and left in church 

for you. 

Toilets 

Toilets are available at the entrance to 

the parish hall, which is  located behind 

the church. 

First aid kits are located on the wall of  

the kitchen in the Large Hall behind  

the church and in the choir vestry. 

Ask a member of the clergy or anyone 

who’s wearing a name badge. We’re 

here to help.  

Still got questions? 

Things you may  

In case we  

need  to evacuate 

As you take your place in your pew, 

please make yourself aware of the route 

to the nearest emergency exit. Should 

there be a fire, leave quickly, turn right, 

and assemble by the roundabout on 

Burwood Road.  

Getting inside 

People needing wheelchair access can 

enter St Paul’s most conveniently by the 

door at the base of the belltower. 

Switch it to silent ! 

Please turn your mobile phone off or on 

to silent before the service starts. It’ll 

save you much embarrassment later on. 

Children are                      

welcome  

at St Paul’s 

Children are welcome in church at any 

service. There is a selection of 

children’s books and toys at the back of 

the church near the font and there are 

also kids’ activity sheets and pencils 

available at the back of the church  

where the pew sheets and prayer books 

are.  

Children’s Church runs during Term 

Time. Meet at the back of the church at  

the beginning of the 9.30am Eucharist. 

Please feel free to bring your children to 

the altar rail to receive a blessing, or to 

receive Communion if they have been 

admitted to the sacrament.  

Photos  
 

 

Please do not take photos 

inside the church or during the services 

of worship without permission.  
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Acknowledgment of Country 

Acknowledgement of the 

Wangal people of the Eora 

Nation  

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of the land upon which 

we meet. In his wisdom and love, 

our heavenly Father gave this                            

estate to the Wangal people of the 

Eora Nation.  Upon this land they 

met  for generations until the                

coming of  British settlers. As we 

continue to learn to live together on 

these ancestral lands, we 

acknowledge and pay our respects 

to their elders, past, present, and                     

emerging, and we pray that God 

will unite us all in the knowledge of 

his Son, in whom all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, 

whether visible or invisible — for 

all things have been created 

through him and for him. 

Recognising those who have been 

custodians of this land is not a                      

perfunctory gesture, but an 

acknowledgement that many have 

gone before us and many will come 

after us—we are but passing 

through. As King David stated some 

3,000 years ago: 

 

We are foreigners and strangers in 

your sight, as were all our                          

ancestors; our days on earth are like 

a shadow, and there is no  abiding. 

(1 Chronicles 29:15) 

The first inhabitants of this land 

were created by God to tend this 

land as stewards of his common 

grace. With only general revelation 

in the created order as their guide, 

they were allotted this land ‘that 

they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach out to him and 

find him’, as the apostle Paul                    

declared to his first century                

Athenian audience, ‘for in him we 

live and move and have our                    

being’ (Acts 17:27-28).   

God says through the prophet               

Jeremiah that: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

Because of the Resurrection of               

Jesus Christ our Lord, Christians are 

a people of hope and because we 

are a people of hope we seek to 

work and pray for peace, justice, 
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beautiful creation, and to devote ourselves to seeing God’s kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  

We seek to bequeath God’s beautiful creation to future custodians in a 

far better state than what we inherited so that creation itself and all                 

beings may flourish as God intends. 

Welcome! We are glad that you have found us! 

We affirm that through God’s redeeming love for all, we are one in 

Christ. We respect the inherent and valuable contributions each                

member makes to the Body of Christ. We celebrate our diversity and 

recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all persons of any age,                    

gender, gender identity, gender  expression, race, ethnic origin,                           

economic reality, family  status,  sexual orientation, diverse ability, or     

social status. We believe that through Christ we are being included and 

welcomed by God and one  another. As we journey towards inclusion, 

we proclaim this welcome to all God’s people, especially to those who 

have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination within the church, 

affirming that no one is excluded  or condemned. We invite all persons 

to journey with us as we discover the call of God on our lives through 

the ministries of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood. To that end, St. 

Paul’s Anglican Church commits to the welcome and inclusion of all  

persons as  children of God and declares itself to be a welcoming                  

community of faith.  

 

 

Bible Readings         Year B     Bible Readings  

at today’s Eucharist              for next Sunday 

Acts 10.44-48                     The First Reading        Acts 1.15-17,21-26                                  

Ps 98                                   The Psalm                 Ps 1                                                  

1 John 5.1-12                  The Epistle                  1 John 5.9-13                                              

John 15.9-17                     The Gospel                  John 17.6-19   
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Services at St Paul’s 

St Paul's has registered with the NSW Government as a COVID-Safe  

business. 

Here are the latest rules from the NSW Government: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-06/covid-live-updates-nsw-
premier-gladys-berejiklian-local-case/100119776 

Restrictions come into effect from 5:00pm AEST today: 

 People in the Greater Sydney area will be restricted to having no 

more than 20 people in the home, from 5:00pm today to 12:00am 

on Monday. 

 Mask-wearing at indoor places will be compulsory for the next 

three days, including on public transport, the supermarket and any 

other indoor event. 

 There will also be no singing or dancing in indoor venues,                              

including places of worship and entertainment venues. Weddings 

will be exempt, as will dancers or singers who are performers in a 

show. 

The same stringent hygiene and safety protocols that we have been              

observing will need to be observed each and every week. 

The following measures will be  observed to ensure the safety of  all 

who attend these worship Services: 

1. People are quite free to decide not to attend Church or any event as I 

don't want anyone to feel that they must do something against their will 

(or if they feel that they might compromise another person's health – 

which is why we have closed down all of our groups). 

2. All risk management obligations will be scrupulously attended to, 

such as observing the need for hand washing and sanitizing, physical 

News from around St Paul’s 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2021-05-06%2Fcovid-live-updates-nsw-premier-gladys-berejiklian-local-case%2F100119776&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40stpaulsburwood.org.au%7Cb524d0d5f7e94e35ca0108d91033db5e%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2021-05-06%2Fcovid-live-updates-nsw-premier-gladys-berejiklian-local-case%2F100119776&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40stpaulsburwood.org.au%7Cb524d0d5f7e94e35ca0108d91033db5e%7C
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distancing, etc. The Holy Water 

Stoup has been emptied. 

3. The Greeting of Peace will                    

involve bowing reverently to those 

one is seated close to. 

4. Communion will be in two kinds 

(the Priest will intinct the wafers). 

5. There will be morning tea in the 

Large Hall after the 9.30 a.m.              

Service and physical distancing 

and hygiene protocols must be  

served. 

Parishioners must be seated after 

being served with their morning 

tea and must not mingle. 

6. We will fully comply with all                

government directives and legal                   

requirements. 

If the situation changes with                     

reference to the government's di-

rectives then we will review matters 

at that point in time. 

I hold each of you in my prayers 

every day and I look forward to 

seeing you again soon. 

With every blessing. 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

James. 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY! 

We give thanks to God for all who 

nurture others, particularly giving 

thanks to all mothers, grandmoth-

ers, and godmothers. We wish them 

all a very happy and blessed    

Mothers’ Day!        

Mothers’ Day Raffle 

Tickets are still available for sale. 

They are $2 each or 3 for $5 

Prize a handmade queen size quilt 

plus more                                                           

Have you got a ticket? The money 

from this will go towards the hall 

roof replacement. We have raised 

$343 so far but we need more sales 

please. 

This will be drawn today after the 

9.30am service  

A Thank you Note from a 

Parish Pantry customer 

Thank you brothers and sisters in 

Christ for helping us in need and 

living under the “word” in the 

“world” by combining ‘social’ along 

with ‘evangelistic’ responsibilities. 

God bless you all. Amen.  
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Thank You from the Trading 

Table 

Thank you for supporting the Trading 

Table by buying or donating fresh 

goods for sale. It has been encourag-

ing with the results. We raised $91 

last Sunday.   

Please keep checking what we have 

each week. Tubes of hand sanitizer 

are still available at a special price of 

$3 or 2 for $5. We have new unisex 

and children’s socks $5. 

There is a good selection of marma-

lades (citrus, orange, Seville orange, 

Grapefruit, Blood Orange, Lemon, 

Lemon & Lime, Lime & Gin, Lime, 

Lime & Ginger, Mandarin, Cumquat, 

Butters (Lemon, Lime, lemon & lime) 

peach & plum, apricot, raspberry, 

strawberry & apple, Choko & Ginger,  

jams, Crab Apple jelly, Crab Apple 

Sauce, Quince and Apple sauce,Lilly 

Pilly  Jelly, not to mention the chut-

neys (Choko, Choko & Ginger, Pear & 

Apple,  Cumquat,  mango, Paw Paw 

If you would like a particular type of 

jam, marmalade or chutney please let 

me know and will try to make it for 

you.  

Fresh baked goods available most 

Sundays as well as fresh produce. 

St Paul’s Torches (only 1 left) & fans 

are still available $2 each, post cards 

$1 and mugs at $8 

St Paul’s Tea Towels (blue, green, or 

black) $10 each or 3 for $25 

St Paul’s Bookmarks these are new 

$2.50 each. 

Mosaics: If you are into craft and 

would like to try mosaics we have 

some kits available for sale at vary-

ing prices. 

Plants: Herbs mint, chives, parsley 

available for $2 each 

Flowering Strawberry Plants $3 each 

White and Blue Salvia, African  Dai-

sies, Jacobinia, succulents plus more 

We have a selection of books, CD’s 

and DVD’s available for sale $1 each 

The trading table will be set up in the 

hall after the 9.30am service. If any-

one from the 8am service would like 

some jams/marmalades etc please 

contact Pam and she will organize 

them for you to collect. 

Please do NOT leave any dona-

tions in the hall without asking me 

first. 

Is anyone able to do folk art? 

Please let me Pam know. 

Does anyone have any fruit trees 

that I could have some fruit for 

making jams? Please let Pam know. 

Pam Brock 
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Donations towards replacing the Hall Roof 

150,000 

145 

140,000 

135 

130,000 

125 

120,00 

115 

110,000 

105 

100,000 

   95 

   90,000 

   85 

   80,000 

   75 

   70,000 

   65 

   60,000 

   55 

   50,000 

   45  

   40,000 

   35 

   30,000 

   25 

   20,000 

   15, 

   10,000 

     5 

 

Please send donations to:                           

A/C Name:                                                    

St Paul’s Anglican Church  

BSB Number:                                                   

032062 

 A/C Number:                    

250028 

Mark for :                                             

“Hall Roof” 

$ 59,187.65 
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What is happening at St Paul’s 
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Director of Music 

 

A short while before Peter McMillan OAM died 
he attended a Service at St. Paul’s where we in-
ducted Sheryl Southwood OAM as the new Di-

rector of Music.  

 

Having served as our wonderful Director of Mu-
sic since 2012, Sheryl has decided that it is the 

right time to step back from this role. We thank 
Sheryl most sincerely for her loving devotion 

and service. 

 

I am pleased to announce that David Russell, 
who has been serving admirably as our Acting 

Director of Music over the last while, has kindly 
agreed to become our new Director of Music. 
We wish David every blessing as he takes on 

this very important role. 

 

Sheryl has served as the Director of Music at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood, for eight 

years. Sheryl took over from the esteemed pre-
vious Director of Music, Mr Peter McMillan 

OAM, and Sheryl has built on the considerable 
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Stained Glass Window of the Week (No 25)  

by Kerin Brown 

Stained glass windows have been used for centuries as teaching tools.  

They are a source of beauty, and this beauty leads us to glimpse the 

presence of the divine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Luke– Part of East Window 

The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10) 

I first came across this parable when I taught scripture at my son’s                     

primary school.  Why had I never encountered it before?  We all know 

The Lost Sheep, and the Prodigal Son, but The Lost Coin?  In fact, it’s 

sandwiched in between the two more famous parables.  I became                      

immediately entranced by it.  It’s such a domestic story.  First century 

married women of a certain class wore ten silver coins on a band 

around their foreheads.  The equivalent of an engagement ring.  In the 

parable, find it.  It’s precious to her – it’s valuable in a monetary sense, 

but also in an emotional sense – it’s a symbol of her marriage and her 

status.   
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Maybe it was part of her dowry 

when she wed.  It’s such a homely 

image – we can picture our mothers 

searching the house for something 

important at some time. This wom-

an’s house is dark.  You only light 

the lamp at night – the oil is so ex-

pensive.  But she lights the lamp 

and sweeps the house systematical-

ly and thoroughly to find the coin.  

She has to find it.  And when she 

does – what joy!  She is so excited 

she calls in her friends and neigh-

bours to celebrate. 

The three parables are about God’s 

unconditional love for us.  We might 

go missing, we might do stupid, 

hurtful things, we might not realise 

or  appreciate God’s love and care 

for us. that doesn’t change God.  

God is watching and waiting - long-

ing for us to come back to God. 

God seeks us out; are we ready to 

be found?  

Luke has more stories with women 

in them than any of the other gos-

pel writers.  Stories about people 

that look like you are important.  So 

while I love the parables of The Lost 

Sheep and the Prodigal Son, I ap-

preciate The Lost Coin because it’s 

a story about a woman, albeit 2,000 

years ago. 

A gift of the parishioners 

The Centenary History of St Paul’s 

Parish Church, Burwood 1871-1971  

by Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 

Photos for the 150th Anniversary 

Dear Friends, 

I am looking for photos of young people who will be around for the 200th                 

Anniversary to make a collage for “The Future”. 

Children and grandchildren would be great and of course many of you are 

young at heart  but  do you think you might still be around when St Paul’s turns 

200 in 2071? I know I won’t be but you might be. 

If you could loan these photos to me I promise I will look after them and                 

return them to you as soon as I can.  I am hoping to have everyone in this age 

group represented so please have a good look through your photo                          

collections. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               

Rosemary 
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PARISH PANTRY for 2021 

Please note there have been some changes to how we will be stocking 

the Parish Pantry this year.  

In order to comply with health regulations we will no longer be                          

decanting food purchased in large quantities. This particularly affects  

the purchase of coffee, sugar and rice. Although this is more economical 

as we get larger the risk increases in decanting food. We cannot risk                 

contamination of food. Therefore we are asking you to purchase small 

packets of sugar, 500gm or 1 kg pkts, rice in no more than 2 kg pkts and 

the small bottles/packets of coffee. 

Remember if you include the receipt we can claim back the money that 

you have spent. Thank you to everyone who has been doing that. We 

have a nice collection for the next month’s submission so please keep up 

the good work (So far we have $1500 to claim for this month). 

Most in need each week are long life milk, cereal, coffee and spam. 

Parish Pantry is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30am-11.30am.  

       

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CHOIR DATES 2021 

Easter Break until Wednesday 21 April  (including School Holidays) 

First Community Choir @ St Paul’s Family/Community Concert                 

Friday 18th or 25th June  

School Holidays: 26th June - 11th July (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes:14th July 

Second Community Concert: Friday 10th September   

School Holidays: 18th September - 4th October (Choir Break) 

Choir resumes: 6th October  

Final Community Family Advent Concert: Friday 3rd December  



21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH PANTRY LIST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark, like Daniel, is often depicted with a lion.  In our window the lion 

looks like a sad dog.  The winged lion is a symbol of Venice and Saint 

Mark.  

Mark’s is the earliest of the gospels – around 70 CE. His gospel is the first 

to tell the interleaved stories of the healing of Jairus’ daughter, and the 

healing of the woman with a haemorrhage. (Mark 5: 21-43) 

Jairus, one of the leaders of the               synagogue, begs Jesus to come 

and heal his twelve- year- old daughter who is dying. Jesus immediately 

goes with him.   

On the way, a woman touches his cloak. She believes that if she just 

touches his cloak, she will be healed.  She has been bleeding for twelve 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Toilet paper  

Large tins of Tuna and Spam 

Sweet and savoury biscuits  
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 Acts 10.44-48; Psalm 98; 

 1 John 5.1-12; John 15.9-17 or John 16.16-24 

We are exhorted by the Psalmist today to sing to the 

Lord a new song: for he has done marvellous things. If 

you were to examine your life what things would you 

describe as marvellous ones that God has done for 

you? What about in your parish? In our city? In Australia? We’re remind-

ed to look for the blessings in our lives. Perhaps today’s the day to begin 

a gratitude diary, to help you focus on where God has been blessing you 

and the wider community. 

 Thank God for every mercy and grace, blessing us beyond all meas-

ure 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon. 

Text: Robert McLean ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator © Anglican Board 

of Mission, 2021 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS 

Every June and December we begin a new parish prayer list.                        

Therefore, during the months of May and November we ask that you let 

us know which names should remain and any names to be added or  

subtracted.  

So this month, please contact Michael at mdeasey47@hotmail.com                 

0412 929 227 or the parish office.  

Thank you. 
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Donations and Bequests                   

Over the years the parish has benefited from the generosity of                         

parishioners, not only when they have been active members of the                   

parish, but also at the time of their death. Parishioners are invited to                       

remember the parish in their wills by making a bequest as a thank                 

offering to God and to ensure that generations to come will enjoy                 

worship and fellowship in well maintained buildings.  

Those wishing to make a bequest are invited to do so using these                    

or a similar form of words: " I bequeath the sum of $............ to the             

Rector and Wardens of the Anglican parish of  St Paul, Burwood, to be 

used at their absolute discretion for the charitable purposes of the                   

parish."   

Donations with Tax Deductibility 

If you would like to make a donation to the Parish for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Heritage building it can be done through the                 

National Trust. 

Cheques can be made out to: 

National Trust of Australia (NSW)  St Paul’s Anglican Church Burwood 

Or                                                                                                                                       

Direct Credit to the above name with bank account details:  

Westpac 

BSB: 032-044                                                                                                                    

Account number: 742 926                                                                                      

Branch: 275 George Street Sydney NSW 

Please contact Pam for more details or place a donation in an                          

envelope and label with National Trust donation and include your name 

for your receipt and an address to post it to. Thank you. 
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 For General & Offertory                

Donations                        

please use this account                   

details:                  

Account Name: St Pauls Anglican 

Church 

BSB:    032 062                               

Account #:   250028 

For Parish Pantry                                            

AND For Community Choir 

Donations 

please use this account                    

details:                  

Account Name:  Parish Pantry                       

BSB:     032 062                                                 

Account #:    812238 

Please clearly mark whether it is for 

the Parish Pantry or the                    

Community Choir.   

Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory - 

Collection given at St Paul’s                 

this week and other donations:                                                                           

Open plate:  2,010.00 

On line giving: $1,495.00    

Parish Pantry : $165.00 

Donation from Consort 8: $1,200.00    

Roof Donation: $1000.00  

TOTAL OF GIVING: $5,870.00  

Thank you for responding to God’s                    

generous love. 

 

 

            Official Logo for NSW Volunteer  Referral Service   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F83287%2Fshock-wave-offering-loop&psig=AOvVaw301w13sqosQg8EtgGBRn9j&ust=1581729989101000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDKh87xz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
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 READ, LEARN AND DIGEST…  

Fatigue: obstacle or necessary counterpart to moral                      

attention?  

- By Rebecca Rozelle-Stone 

As a trained philosopher and  someone who was always suspicious of 

facile narratives and quick answers to nagging questions, one of my 

earliest lessons was that seeking truth compels me to go into                  

uncomfortable mental and emotional, if not literal, spaces. Much as I 

would desire it, logical consistency, facts, and truth do not often conform 

to my preferences or to what is convenient for me. Genuine interest in 

truth necessitates a kind of vigilance to others and to the world in its 

complexity, and it requires that we attend to evidence, irregularities,  

nuance, and of course, the often brutal and terrifying events, injustices, 

and sufferings that comprise reality as we attempt to draw sound             

conclusions. 

As Plato once wrote, philosophy, the love of wisdom, is a practicing at       

dying. He understood that the quest for truth requires disciplining and 

reorienting our desires — reconfiguring how and where we place our      

energies and attention. For Plato, philosophy’s search for truth repre-

sented a training for death because it necessitated detachment from 

material concerns and bodily pleasures. What is real and true is often 

the opposite of what is pleasant, and I quickly learned that a life dedi-

cated to truth is not romantic or heroic, but fatiguing. 

I wrote my dissertation and have subsequently spent most of my aca-

demic career examining the ideas of the twentieth-century French phi-

losopher Simone Weil — a social activist whose short life was focussed 

on bracketing the pleasant for the sake of attending to truth. This is a 

thinker who declared, “A test of what is real is that it is difficult and 

rough … What is pleasant belongs to dreams.” 

Apparently, even when she was five years old, Weil refused to eat sugar 

because the French soldiers on the front during the First World War had 
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none. Decades later, in a letter to her parents — written about a month 

before she died at the age of 34 from complications resulting from            

tuberculosis, and, once again, refusing food in solidarity with her French 

countrymen and women who were living off rations during the Second 

World War — Weil reflected the fatiguing nature of effort. In particular, 

she noted the inattentiveness that people gave to the substance of her 

ideas, and to ideas in general. She described how people are frequently 

hasty and reactionary, giving little more than a “thumbs up” or “thumbs 

down” response to even the most complicated of theories. Most people 

do not appear to want to process complexity, nor do they have patience 

for nuance: 

they listen to me or read me with the same hurried attention which they 

give to everything, making up their minds definitely about each                    

separate little hint of an idea as soon as it appears: “I agree with this”, “I 

don’t agree with that”, “this is marvellous”, “that is completely idiotic” 

… In the end they say: “Very interesting”, and pass on to something 

else. They have avoided fatigue. 

I began to understand, with Weil, that fatigue is the inevitable underside 

to patient attentiveness and the desire for truth, which for her are the 

foundations of morality and goodness in the world. If we refuse to see 

the world as it is (or other persons as they are), then we cannot respond 

appropriately, honestly, or with true compassion. That is, when we are 

inattentive or distracted, or when we project pleasant (but distorted) il-

lusions in place of real beings or situations, then our energies are really 

in service to our own desires — our egos. 

If, as Weil thought, honest, impartial attention to the world is the corner-

stone of goodness, then catering to selfish desires is the root of evil. But 

if fatigue goes hand in hand with attention, then how do we sustain the 

energy required for such attention? And if we diminish the fatigue asso-

ciated with attention, does this mean that we are taking breaks from 

truth-seeking — which is to say, distracting ourselves by escaping into 

pleasant dreams or other self-centred recreations? Does managing our 

moral fatigue also restrict our commitment to care? 
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Compassion and moral fatigue 

It may be helpful here to define fatigue, especially as it is understood in 

the context of moral fatigue. Generally speaking, fatigue is a way of be-

ing that is sensed as an impossibility of following through, a diminished 

ability to go on, or an unavoidable slackening of one’s grip on a commit-

ment. It is felt as an “I can’t, not even one more”: I cannot grade one more 

paper; I cannot endure one more meeting; I cannot contemplate one 

more abuse of power. It is part and parcel of our being, the being at 

which we labour — that is, there is fatigue only in effort and labour. 

As a result, there can be an ethical problem in our aversion to fatigue, 

because avoiding fatigue may mean that we give up on the effort of a 

certain kind of openness to the world. When, for instance, Weil bemoans 

people’s avoidance of fatigue in the letter to her parents, this complaint 

follows her proclamation that to receive truth calls for an effort of atten-

tion. But attention, according to her, is not how we tend to think of it — 

namely, strained concentration that must be highly selective. Instead, 

true attention involves a relaxation of our perspective, wherein we open 

up to what we do not expect to find. This openness to and contemplation 

of reality is not easy, however, for it means being vulnerable to what is 

possibly strange, difficult, and painful, without turning away. In other 

words, in being attentive, we are rooted in the present and forego an im-

aginary      escape into the future or past. In this sense, it is easy to under-

stand how fatigue coincides with attention but also seems to threaten it. 

Consider an illustration. A veterinarian named Sarah is asked to assess a 

ten-year old dog with a history of renal disease and other complications. 

The guardian of the dog is an elderly woman whom Sarah knows well. 

The woman has explained on several occasions that she cannot live with-

out her dog, who is like a child to her. But the woman’s son, her primary 

caretaker, is present during the appointment, and he expresses his con-

cern about his mother’s own health as well as her fixed income, and the 

dog’s ongoing serious medical issues. He insists that no unnecessary 

tests or treatments be performed on the dog. An MRI is ultimately taken, 

which reveals lesions in the dog’s cervical spinal cord. The woman asks 
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Sarah to do everything possible to keep her dog alive, even if it means he 

will not be able to walk and will have a diminished quality of life. Sarah 

presents euthanasia as a humane alternative, but the woman cannot bear 

to think of this option. The son pulls Sarah aside outside the exam room 

and asks her to tell his mother that the dog has no chance of recovery. He 

is concerned for both the dog’s quality of life as well as the financial 

hardships he and his mother would face with further medical interven-

tion. 

Let us assume that Sarah is a caring and competent veterinarian. In this 

one situation, she is attentive to multiple relationships, lines of obligation, 

and channels of care: her own care for the dog’s wellbeing; her concern 

for the elderly woman (a long-time client and friend); her concern for the 

son, who is a caretaker of her client and, indirectly, a caretaker of the dog;  

the woman’s care for her dog; the son’s care for his mother; and so on. Re-

gardless of what Sarah ultimately decides to say or do, the effort of being 

fully present and compassionate to the three beings who are before her 

— the woman, her son, and the dog — is extremely weighty, even if it is 

characterised by multiple vectors of care. Of course, Sarah has many 

more appointments that day, and many more days like this one, for years. 

Oftentimes, the interactions in her day are not quite so benevolent: she 

encounters clients she suspects of animal cruelty and abuse, animals that 

are difficult or violent, guardians who have the means to fund simple 

treatments for their pets but prefer the “convenience” of euthanasia, and 

even disagreements and tensions amongst the clinic’s veterinary staff. 

We can begin to see how fatigue, in Sarah’s and similar contexts, is actu-

ally a sign of connection and relation to the world. Compassion fatigue, 

one variant of moral fatigue, is a well-known effect on those who regular-

ly engage in care work. Such work that summons a person’s responsive-

ness and sensitivity on a continual basis to beings who are suffering 

yields the kind of “burnout” that renders continued work — where it is 

not merely mechanical — nearly impossible in many cases. The Ameri-

can Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) found in 2012 that 85 per 

cent of AVMA convention attendees indicated that compassion fatigue 
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was the most important wellness issue affecting them. Professionals in 

medical and other caring fields often feel that their emotional stores have 

become depleted, and their investment in attending to traumatised and 

suffering others comes at a great cost to self. Not surprisingly, there have 

been systematic, widespread, and concerted efforts to mitigate such fa-

tigue, for instance, through resiliency trainings, debriefing sessions, and 

self-care seminars offered in workplaces. 

Although moral fatigue is understandably seen within the care industries 

as something to be fought or managed, it is also understood to be the 

necessary sign and wound of a receptive caretaker. In fact, such fatigue, 

by being a kind of “pathic knowledge”, might make compassion (or fur-

ther attention) possible in a way that cultivated and determined resilien-

cy, and tactics of self-preservation cannot. As Katherine Dobbs notes: 

“Only compassionate, empathic, loving and caring people suffer from 

compassion fatigue — the very people who are so vital to the animal-

care field.” Similarly, Weil would say that attention does not protect the 

soul against coldness, but in fact exposes it. 

Fatigue as receptivity to the world 

But it is not just particular forms of work that are at stake here; there is al-

so the quotidian experience of moral fatigue. Think of our experience of 

the reading the daily news. Terrible headlines rain down upon us every 

day — political corruption, ravaging bushfires, microplastics in the 

oceans, genocide, domestic and racial violence, environmental degrada-

tion on an unimaginable scale — but even a brief consideration of one of 

these reports can have a stupefying, paralysing effect, to say nothing of 

the cumulative effect over the course of months and years. How can we 

sustain attention to these realities? And why should we, when we often 

feel (or are) so impotent in the face of these disasters? 

These are questions that continue to disturb me, and I am not sure that I 

have found answers that are completely satisfying, on an intellectual or 

practical level. However, I would propose one modest suggestion. Instead 

of regarding fatigue as an enemy of attention, what if we radically recon-

sider it as an assistant in our receptivity to the world? That is, in being at-
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tentive, we become aware of our own involvement with and relationships 

to the events and beings we contemplate. 

Part of this self-awareness must include a recognition of our limitations, 

our partial knowledge, our inherent lacking, our vulnerability, and our 

particular embodiments. Contrary to Plato’s vision, truth-seeking atten-

tion does not emanate from a pure, invincible, unencumbered, disem-

bodied mind, and it does not shine down with perpetual and unwavering 

energy upon the world. Rather, attention is a human faculty, originating 

in contingent bodies that move, develop, suffer, collide, care, struggle, 

engage, and, yes, grow weary. Moral attention, in any meaningful sense, 

speaks as much of the body which is offering it as to the other body it  

addresses: it is a fragile invitation to beautiful and sometimes crushing 

realities, and therefore attention is a real sacrifice and gift. 

Being bodily, attention is indeed coupled with fatigue and requires rest 

and recreation, just as being fully awake must be preceded by hours of 

sleep. 

Moral fatigue, in particular, reminds us of the vulnerability we share with 

others and of the need to extend grace, leniency, and time and space for 

recuperation in caring gestures. In short, our own fatigue can inform, im-

prove, and humble the compassionate attention we offer to others. 

“Compassion”, after all, means “to suffer with.” Collective exhaustion, 

then, can be a form of compassion or shared attention. In weary but         

joyful recreation with others, we are capable of better addressing the 

harms, disasters, and social injustices on a wide scale that are frequently 

caused by those who detest their own vulnerability and who, as Simone 

Weil put it, “have avoided fatigue.” 

Rebecca Rozelle-Stone is Associate Professor of Philosophy and              

Religion at the University of North Dakota. She is the co-author (with              

Lucian Stone) of Simone Weil and Theology, and the editor of Simone 

Weil and Continental Philosophy. You can hear he discuss the practice of 

attentiveness and nature of moral fatigue with Waleed Aly and Scott                

Stephens this week on The Minefield. 
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Who wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls? Digital handwriting          

analysis and artificial intelligence offer new clues 

ABC Science/ By Anna Salleh 

One day during the second century BC, a scribe dipped a pen in ink and 

started writing pages and pages of Hebrew on leather parchment. 

The manuscript was to become one of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. 

But about halfway through their job, the scribe stopped writing, and the 

rest of the 7-metre-long manuscript was written by someone else. 

Centuries later in 1947, a young Bedouin shepherd stumbled upon the 

scroll, which had been wrapped in linen and hidden in a jar, as part of a 

legendary find in the Qumran Caves west of Jerusalem. 

As experts examined what became known as the Great Scroll of Isaiah, 

they noted the handwriting appeared to be uniform throughout, and 

most assumed it had been scribed by one person. 

But the latest analysis using computers and artificial intelligence,                  

published today in PLOS ONE(external link), has revealed two scribes 

were involved — and promises a new era in understanding the hands 

that penned the Bible. 

"These Dead Sea Scrolls are so exciting because they're like a time              

machine," said Mladen Popovic, co-author of the study and a historian of 

ancient Jewish religion and culture at the University of Groninger in the 

Netherlands. 

"They allow us to study a moment in the evolution of what became the  

Bible before it was the Bible." 

Scrolls and scribes 

In ancient times, holy texts were transmitted over the centuries by 

scribes. 

The Great Scroll of Isaiah, for example, is the earliest version of the text 

that appears in the Book of Isaiah in the Old Testament or Hebrew Bible. 
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But we know little about who wrote such scrolls. 

"The authors are anonymous," Professor Popovic said. 

"They didn't sign it with their name, nor did they put a date on it. So we 

don't really have a clue who they are." 

While there have been some hotly debated theories about who wrote the 

Dead Sea Scrolls, none are based on hard evidence, he added. 

"We wanted to get down to the real people behind the scrolls." 

To that end, he teamed up with colleagues Lambert Schomaker and 

Maruf A. Dhali from the university's department of artificial intelligence. 

The idea was to use computers to analyse digital images of the scroll text 

and identify tiny differences in handwriting that are unique to individuals 

– a method known as digital palaeography. 

Some people suggested that certain aspects of the scroll, including a 

gap in text near middle, meant it had been worked on by two different 

scribes, but this was not generally accepted, Dr Popovic said. 

But the new approach put that idea to a more robust test and indeed 

showed the first half of the manuscript was written by a different person 

to the second half. 

"We were quite surprised to see such clear evidence for separation be-

tween the two halves," Dr Popovic said, adding that this kind of finding 

could help shed light on the "scribal culture" responsible for the Dead 

Sea Scrolls. 

For example, the fact the two scribes mirrored each other's handwriting 

could suggest they were trained together, or perhaps a parent trained a 

child, he said. 

Beyond what the human eye can see 

The researchers used various computer techniques, including artificial 

intelligence (AI) alongside traditional statistical techniques, to arrive at 

their conclusions. 
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One use for AI was to help the computer to tell the difference between 

the text and its background. 

Believe it or not, computers are not as good as humans at doing this, es-

pecially when a complex background like old parchment is involved. 

So Dr Dhali developed a self-learning neural network to train the com-

puter to carry out this "pre-processing". 

But at the heart of the findings is an analysis of thousands of different 

features in the handwriting that can be used to distinguish one scribe 

from another. 

"The ink traces are the remains of human activity from 2,000 years ago," 

Dr Popovic said. 

"Someone had to write it and that is an act of muscle movement, and as 

such it's physics and geometry; and that can be measured, that can be 

quantified." 

These identifying factors tend to shine through in the physical features 

of the text, regardless of whether a scribe changes their pen or sharp-

ens their nib, or even if they became tired or injured. 

As the team analyses more scrolls, it hopes to build up profiles of indi-

vidual scribes as a way of identifying them. 

"We will never know 

their names. But after 70 

years of study, this feels as if 

we can finally shake 

hands with them through 

their handwriting,"                   Professor 

Popovic said. 

 

 

 

 

Artificial intelligence was used to analyse characters like aleph and bet for                    

minute differences that could identify a scribe. 
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An Australian expert in using computers and artificial intelligence to 

recognise handwriting, Michael Blumenstein from the University of   

Technology, Sydney, welcomed the study. 

He said the researchers used computerised "pattern recognition" tools 

to look at the distinctiveness of different written letters – for example, 

where strokes start and end. 

And while, he said, the findings did not absolutely depend on using arti-

ficial intelligence (as other computational techniques could have been 

used), it was also useful in "self-organising" the data into separate clus-

ters of features. 

Importantly, the researchers checked the significance of the computer-

generated clusters using traditional statistical methods to finally con-

clude that there were two different scribes. 

"I admire this work," Professor Blumenstein said. 

"They used multiple ways of verifying they were correct." 

'A new gold standard' 

Gareth Wearne, who works on the history of early Judaism and the Bible 

at the Australian Catholic University, said the method helped get around 

the limitations of human skills and memory when manually comparing 

and analysing different handwritings. 

"This article is something of a new gold standard for the way we do pal-

aeographical analysis," Dr Wearne said. 

He said the break in the manuscript discovered by the researchers cor-

responded to a break in the text of the Book of Isaiah at the end of chap-

ter 33 and the beginning of chapter 34, where there was also a change in 

content. 

"This is where the focus shifts from a series of prophecies about Jerusa-

lem to a focus on the nations surrounding Israel and Jerusalem." 
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Dr Wearne said the new findings raised the question of whether the                

second half of the scroll was damaged and completed at a later time by 

another scribe who thoughtfully emulated the original writer. 

Or perhaps the two halves were produced by two scribes at the same 

time and then joined up, he said. 

But there are bigger questions at stake here, Dr Wearne said. 

Evolution of text 

Dr Wearne said the Book of Isaiah has had wide-ranging influence, likely 

because of its content. 

"It paints the picture of a future time when God will bring all things back 

into right relationship with themselves. 

"So it becomes a great source of hope for subsequent generations as they 

read and reinterpret the text in light of their own time." 

Its predecessor, the Great Scroll of Isaiah, was written about 600 years  

after the Prophet Isaiah lived. 

"What we're looking at here is a handwritten copy of a handwritten copy 

that goes back many generations." 

All that is left of many Dead Sea Scrolls is fragments.                                                 

(AP Photo: Sebastian Scheiner) 
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And like any photocopy of a photocopy or replication of DNA, change 

creeps in — and this means an inevitable evolution in the texts —        

sometimes through error, sometimes as a result of deliberate human                     

input. 

"There's evidence within the book [of Isaiah] itself of a process of growth 

and development as communities have continued to read and interpret 

it," Dr Wearne said. 

Of relevance to this is the context the scribes were working in. 

Dr Wearne said as this research progressed, it would shed light on 

whether the scribes belonged to a particular community, or were                      

professionals employed more widely. 

"A key question is whether the scribes were only producing scrolls for 

an isolated sect or for a wider cross-section of the community." 

Professor Popovic said understanding the origin of the Bible was im-

portant because of its status. 

“Whether you're religious or not, it's one of the most influential books in 

world history,” he said. 

Digital handwriting analysis could not only shed light on the origin of 

the scrolls, but on the languages used by different scribes, he said. 

Scrolls of this time were also written in Aramaic and Greek. 

And grouping together different scrolls based on who had written them, 

rather than on the basis of their content, could also lead to new, as-yet 

unimagined insights, Professor Popovic said. 

"It's a whole different way of working, so I don't know yet, and I like it that 

I don't know. 

"This is uncharted territory." 
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An interview with Sir David Suchet: the Bible cannot be                

silenced 

David Suchet talks to Vicky Walker about his faith and his love of reading 

scripture 

“JOHN’s Gospel has been with me most of lockdown,” Sir David Suchet 

says. “I don’t make any apology for it.” On Easter Day, a virtual audience 

around the world watched him read the whole of it in the Jerusalem 

Chamber in Westminster Abbey. The recording has since been viewed 

more than 74,000 times. 

He has engaged with scripture in detail over the years, recording the en-

tire Bible for Hodder & Stoughton’s NIV Audio Bible — which necessitat-

ed many hours of reading to bring to life more than three-quarters of a 

million words. 

Turning his attention to John, which, he says, lends itself to a more per-

sonal interpretation, he says, “I continually read it and re-read. It is the 

most intimate of all the Gospels. And it’s suitable to be read to one per-

son. I don’t think this this is a Gospel to be read to millions all in one go.” 

He finds a musical resonance to John’s Gospel, too. “John’s Gospel is 

Bach,” he says. “It’s all counterpoint: you’ve got the top line, but you’ve 

got other meanings and references that just go down, down, down, down, 

down, down, down. 

“I hope with my tone to convey a little of all the other layers that John is 

writing about. I wish I had the ability to have four different voices, all 

sounding at the same time. There are great depths and great mysticism 

in the Bible.” 

He is passionate about the benefits of hearing scripture read aloud. “My 

message to everybody is to read it out loud, quietly to yourself. Never, 

never, never, never read the word silently. . . Let it go in into your body, 

absorb it. And let it come out, so you continue this wonderful, wonderful 

relationship you can have with God and his Word. 
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“I always read any passage of Bible out loud, because I can hear it at the 

same time. And that’s actually a great, a great source of nourishment,” he 

notes. 

HE ATTRIBUTES his own conversion to Christianity to reading a hotel Bi-

ble in 1986. In it, he “found a way of being or philosophy of life that I 

wanted”. John’s Gospel was central to his understanding of that: “When I 

got to the very end, I thought: this is it — this is my message that I’ve de-

voted my life since then.” 

But he has also described himself in the past as a reluctant convert, 

“dragged kicking and screaming into the Kingdom”. Does he still have 

doubts and questions? “Oh, all the time!” he exclaims. “For example, 

when I watch nature programmes, and I see live animals killing and eat-

ing live animals. I see the beauty of nature, but also the cruelty of nature 

and the pain of nature. 

“And I look at the cruelty in the world and the suffering in the world, and 

the wars, and what we’re doing to our world, [it] creates doubt, saying, 

‘What are you doing? Why can’t you intervene?’” 

“But I have learned enough [to know] that that is not the way. He will, but 

in his time. But, when I look at the world around me, and the suffering and 

the cruelty and the pain, I, like all the prophets in the Old Testament, in 

the Psalms, hold up my hands and shout, ‘Where are you? Where are 

you?’ 

“But he is here, and I will not let that put me off. I’ve got to hang on. I’ve 

got to hang on to what I read here,” he says, touching the Bible next to 

him. 

DURING the pandemic, the embrace of technology by churches has been 

important to him. “I do a lot of Bible reading from my own church online; 

so I was able to do that for them all through that. But it’s also given me a 

chance to move on, to expand myself and to open myself up to                

other churches. 
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denominations, because they’re all tied to the same thing. And it’s been 

absolutely wonderful. 

“I have enormous hope that the Christian family around the world can 

actually say hello to each other, and we cease to be just little pockets of 

Christianity. But, because it is a worldwide religion, we can join hands to 

what we’re doing now. 

“Stay up one night and say hello to church in Australia; and stay up one 

night and say hello to a different denomination in South Africa, Canada, 

America. And we can all hold hands globally, and be part of one glorious 

Christianity.” 

Alongside these global opportunities, he has found a silent companion-

ship with God rewarding — part of what he calls “a developing relation-

ship . . . and that is not shouting, talking all the time and not giving him a 

chance. 

“Sitting still, not saying a word. And being with it as a friend, just sharing 

time together. And sometimes with the person you really love, and very 

intimate, with the best time to sitting together.” 

He is aware of the difficulties that many find with the idea of silent pray-

er: “People say, ‘Oh, I can’t do that. My head is too busy.’ It’s not, actually. 

It’s just sitting down, having a cup of coffee, and closing the doors again. 

It’s no more than that. He wants to be as accessible to you as he can be. 

“I have a little prayer that is totally impractical,” he says. “It is the home-

less brought into churches, off the streets at night. Somehow. There’s so 

much real estate that religion wants to protect: our churches. But I’m sure 

if Jesus was walking around, he’d be the first to unlock the door of a 

church.” 

As he walked around London during lockdown, his attention was drawn 

to “thousands of churches in London. In the City of London, there’s one 

on every corner.” 

He is convinced that generous hospitality is required. “Open your doors, 

because Christ doesn’t want them shut. They’re homes, the house of 
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God, and I’m sure that God would open his doors for the poor, the lonely, 

the sick, the tired.” 

His more ambitious prayer is for a global online gathering of Christians. 

“I would love to see the leadership of all Christians and denominations 

coming together worldwide, in a worldwide day of prayer. 

“We’ve had a prayer day of reflection in this country on the anniversary 

of lockdown. I would like all Christian communities and all other faiths to 

come together with those with faith and those with religion, and throw 

ourselves open to God, and pray for healing and peace in the world. That 

would be a groundbreaking thing, wouldn’t it? And I think it’s time.” 

HE EXPRESSES concern over divisions that he has observed among 

Christians, and a lack of unity which has wider repercussions: “My wish 

is — especially in a multicultural society — for tolerance: greater toler-

ance, and unity within ourselves.” 

He has approached this, in part, by expanding his knowledge of other 

faiths, “trying to be broad-minded in reading and studying other holy 

texts, reading the Qur’an”. 

In his 2018 podcast Questions of Faith, he met and interviewed a range of 

people from the other Abrahamic faiths, including a terrorist. He de-

scribes it as his “tumble-dryer Christian experience”. 

He continues: “I was going in there believing that everything was right 

with me and wrong with the terrorist, and coming out really seriously 

questioning myself and having to look through the world through their 

eyes. That’s what we must do all the time, and we must get rid of extrem-

ism. We must.” 

He was struck, though, by the passions that he encountered. “When you 

meet people who have this zealotry about them: yes, it leads to terrible 

things — I’m not sympathising in any way with terrorism: I’m actually 

condemning it — but they have a fire. 

“And they have a passion that, I think, we have lost in areas of our wor-

ship, in areas of our faith. We don’t talk about it. People say ‘My religion is 
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private.’ 

“Actually, religion in the way it was started was never private. It was al-

ways done in groups and in secret for fear of the others, even after Jesus’s 

crucifixion. And when he appeared his disciples, they were they were all 

behind the closed doors that were locked for fear of persecution.” 

He recognises the challenge and risk of biblical warnings about luke-

warm Christians. “I don’t want lukewarm. You’re either hot or you’re cold. 

And what I met in those extremists, and in those terrorists, was boiling 

hot. 

“And I had to recognise that they really, really did believe that they were 

doing it in the name of God.” 

He describes the difficulty of taking his own spiritual temperature: “I get 

frustrated, like all people, because I go into areas of not wanting to do an-

ything. We Christians call it the dark desert experience, that you just feel 

separated from God; but out of that comes good, good things. 

“Sometimes, I feel cold; sometimes, I feel lukewarm. Sometimes, I feel hot 

and passionate. But I never forget in my heart, [and] although I may cry 

out like the psalmist — and I have cried out in my early days, my good-

ness me — I will pray for God to do whatever he wants for me, because 

I’m completely helpless and angry and frustrated. I’m a passionate man. 

I’m not all head. I’m very gut-driven.” 
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Queen, Pope, Archbishop send condolences after Mount 

Meron deaths 

by Gerald Butt  

THE Queen, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Chief Rabbi in the 

UK were among prominent secular and religious figures to offer sympa-

thy to Israel after the stampede last Friday at a Jewish festival resulted 

in the deaths of at least 45 people. Thousands had gathered at Mount 

Meron to mark the Hassidic religious festival of Lag B’Omer. 

On Sunday, Israel observed a national day of mourning, while the last of 

the funerals were held. The youngest person to die was aged nine, the 

oldest 65. The Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, who is facing an on-

going political crisis and legal proceedings, called for a national day of 

mourning after visiting the site of the disaster. “Let us all unite with the 

grief of the families and pray for the peace of the wounded,” he said. 

A message from the Queen was delivered earlier to the President of Is-

rael, Reuven Rivlin. She expressed deep sadness, adding that her 

“thoughts are with those who have been injured and the friends and 

families of those who have lost their lives. They have my deepest sym-

pathy.” 

Archbishop Welby posted a message on social media which spoke of 

the “deeply upsetting scenes at Mount Meron. May God be with those 

who grieve those wounded and all those traumatised by this disaster. 

Let us pray for our Jewish brothers and sisters at this time of great grief. 

May the memory of those lost be a blessing.” 

The Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, said: “As we struggle to come to 

terms with the horrific scenes of tragedy in Meron — the worst peace-

time loss of life in Israel’s history — this is a moment to unite in grief 

and prayer. 

May the memory of those lost to us forever be a blessing and may the 

injured be granted a speedy recovery.” 
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Pope Francis, in his weekly address on Sunday, said: “With sadness I              

express my closeness to the people of Israel because of the accident 

last Friday at Mount Meron, which caused the death of 45 people and 

numerous injuries. 

 I assure you of my remembrance in prayer for the victims of this trage-

dy and for their families.” 

The Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas, sent a message to President 

Rivlin expressing his sorrow for “the tragedy that claimed the lives of 

dozens of victims. . . We are praying for the victims and hope for the re-

covery of those injured.” The leaders of Jordan, Bahrain, and the United 

Arab Emirates also sent messages of condolence. 

Cat-echesis with Cuddles 

Steve Morris celebrates the feline heroes of the coronavirus lockdown 

BEFORE the latest lockdown started, I made the occasional pilgrimage 

to Southwark to visit the cathedral cat, Doorkins Magnificat. She was 

lovely, even when she remained fast asleep — she’d done the same 

thing when the Queen visited her; so I was in good company. At least 

she hadn’t cleaned herself in a most indelicate fashion in the presence 

of Her Majesty, which she had done when Bishop Michael Curry came to 

preach at the cathedral. 

In some ways, cats have been the stars of this gruesome lockdown. Cat 

videos get millions of views; and those of us who have cats can attest to 

how calming and funny they are — every day. But it is more than just 

cats’ being nature’s comedians: they also — at least it seems to me — 

point us in the direction of the God who made the universe and every-

thing in it. When God came up with the blueprint for the domestic cat, it 

was a very good day. 

THIS brings me to Hodge, who has taken over from Doorkins (who has 

sadly died) as Southwark Cathedral’s cat in residence. Hodge is black 

and white — a tuxedo cat — and insiders report that he is a big, friendly 

old sausage. He already has nearly 7000 followers on Twitter, and the 
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story of his rescue, redemption, and being made safe is charming. 

Hodge was rescued by Cat Cuddles — an amazing cat-rescue charity —

on the mean streets of south London. He was a sorry sight, his face                

disfigured by an unsightly growth. Once that had been operated on, he 

gained strength and started life as the cathedral cat — prowling around, 

catching mice, and rolling over for a tummy tickle (an important part of 

many cats’ schedules). 

The Dean of Southwark has pointed out that Hodge has “a voracious              

appetite both for food and love”, which is a good qualification for the 

new job he has — especially when the cathedral is once again packed 

with visitors. 

OTHER cats have also helped to keep us sane during Lockdown. Larry, 

the Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office and Number 10 Downing Street’s 

Mouser-in-Chief, hunted down and then magnanimously released a pi-

geon in front of the world’s media. It was a master stroke. Larry, btw, also 

has a Twitter account on which he shares his rather acidic views of his 

“owner” and that dog. 

Cats have much to teach us: they know how to rest and sleep; they are al-

ways ready to be distracted, or curl up in an empty box, or chase a piece 

of fluff. If I believed in reincarnation, I’d come back as a whopping great 

cat who never demeaned himself by catching real mice and rats. 

Hodge has a very illustrious predecessor. Samuel Johnson, that most fa-

mous man of letters, also had a Hodge cat, although his was probably all 

black. Dr Johnson loved that cat, and it lifted him out of his many depres-

sions. He bought oysters for his cat friend, and cherished the little crea-

ture. There is a beautiful statue of Hodge outside Johnson’s old house in 

the City with the epitaph “A very fine cat indeed”, which is what Johnson 

called him. 

ANIMALS and pets, it seems to me, are a clear route to the divine: a sign 

of the wonder, awe, and creativity of God. Their beauty, grace, modesty, 

and love are a comfort to us. Cats also, of course, add to the jollity of life 

— snuggling into cardboard boxes, or stretching out in the sun. On yet 
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another day stuck indoors on my 

own, it’s the cat that brings a smile 

to my face. Oddly, she always sits 

next to me when I pray. 

It was D. H. Lawrence who, in his po-

em “Pax”, really got to the heart of 

the way in which the humble cat 

can lead us to a greater faith. He               

begins by saying that all that mat-

ters is to be at one with the living 

God, “to be a creature in the house 

of the God of life”. The poet points 

out that we need to recognise our 

need for safety and peace and our 

creatureliness. And how do we pic-

ture this, or understand it? Law-

rence says that the very best image 

of this trust in God and sense of 

deep peace is the cat, asleep on a 

chair or yawning by the fire, fully at 

home. The cat he says, feels “the 

presence of the living God like a 

great reassurance, a deep calm in 

the heart”. 

OVER the past year, many of us 

have spent a lot of time at home 

with a pet. I find myself even more 

grateful than I was for my little cat 

friend. The cat has never got on my 

nerves, as some of the humans who 

share my home have. Cats somehow 

help us to focus on priorities, and 

offer a glimpse of what it is really to 

enjoy the life in front of us — which 

brings me back to Southwark Ca-

thedral and dear old Hodge. 

He has big paws to fill, but he will 

be fine; he’s made for the job. In 

that grand and magnificent cathe-

dral, the little stray cat with the dis-

figured face, who found safety in 

the church and then brings happi-

ness to all around, is a true god-

send, and a modern parable of the 

lost being found and the last being 

first. 

The Revd Steve Morris is the                 

Vicar of St Cuthbert’s, North              

Wembley, in the diocese of                

London.  

C. S. Lewis’s lofty                          

imagination 

Childhood memories and psycho-

logical archetypes inform the               

author’s writing, says Katherine  

Langrish 

AT THE beginning of The Pilgrim’s 

Progress, John Bunyan explains how 

he came to write the book. While 

engaged upon a different work 

about the spiritual life, Bunyan “fell 

into an allegory” and saw how he 

could represent it as the physical 

journey of the Saints to Glory. 
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Hodge was rescued by Cat Cud-

dles — an amazing cat-rescue char-

ity —Ideas began to multiply in his 

head “like sparks that from the 

coals of fire did fly”.  In an essay on 

Bunyan, C. S. Lewis suggests that in 

this coalescence of adventurous 

quest and spiritual journey we can 

see Bunyan’s earnest Christianity 

coming together with his boyhood 

delight in old wives’ tales and chiv-

alric romances: “The one fitted the 

other like a glove,” he remarks. 

“Now, as never before, the whole 

man was engaged.” 

Now, as never before, the whole 

man was engaged — Lewis might 

be talking about himself. The Nar-

nia books are a fusion of his life-

long love of literature, his Christian 

faith, and the experiences of his 

own childhood: the latter most ob-

viously in The Magician’s Nephew, 

where Digory’s wish to save his sick 

mother derives its poignancy from 

the death of Lewis’s own mother in 

his early boyhood. 

There is even more to it than this. In 

The Lion, The Witch and the Ward-

robe, the Professor’s big house, full 

of book-rooms and passages and 

unexpected places, sounds a lot 

like Lewis’s childhood home Lee-

borough House, or “Little Lea”: a 

big house on the outskirts of the 

city of Belfast, to which his family 

moved in 1905 when he was only 

seven and before his mother fell ill. 

In Surprised By Joy, he describes it 

with love: “The New House is al-

most a major character in my story. 

I am a product of long corridors, 

empty sunlit rooms, upstair indoor 

silences, attics explored in solitude, 

distant noises of gurgling cisterns 

and pipes, and the noise of wind 

under the tiles. Also, of endless 

books.” 

The New House is a major charac-

ter in Lewis’s stories. An imagery of 

labyrinthine houses, passages, se-

cret rooms, and doorways into Else-

where recurs throughout the Narnia 

series. 

Some examples are the attics of The 

Magician’s Nephew, and the pal-

acecity of Charn; the Professor’s 

house and the wardrobe itself in 

The Lion, the Witch and The Ward-

robe, which “contains” the whole 

land of Narnia; there’s Aravis and 

her friend Lasaraleen losing them-

selves in the dangerous maze of the 

Old Palace of Tashbaan; and the 

Pevensie children exploring the ru-

ins of Cair Paravel in Prince Caspi-
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an and discovering the treasure chamber. 

There’s Lucy tiptoeing along the creepy, sunlit passages of the Magi-

cian’s House in The Voyage of the Dawn Treader — the City Ruinous and 

the Dark Castle of Underland in The Silver Chair — and the stable in The 

Last Battle, arguably the last and greatest doorway of all. 

NOT coincidentally, I think that the triumphal cry from the end of The 

Last Battle — “Farther up and farther in!” — is consciously or uncon-

sciously borrowed from George MacDonald’s adult fantasy novel Lilith 

(1895), another book set in a vast, rambling house with portals to other 

dimensions. 

In chapter three, the character Mr Vane rushes after the figure of a mys-

terious Mr Raven, chasing him up many stairs into unfamiliar attic re-

gions and a garret furnished only with a mirror. Vane stumbles through 

the frame into a wild, visionary landscape, and is told by Mr Raven that 

he has come into this strange land through a door. 

“‘I never saw any door,’ I persisted. ‘Of course not!’ he returned; ‘all the 

doors you had yet seen — and you haven’t seen many — were doors in; 

here you came upon a door out. The strange thing to you’, he went on 

thoughtfully, ‘will be, that the more doors you go out of, the farther you 

get in.’” 

“The more doors you go out of, the farther you go in” is almost certainly 

what Lewis also means us to understand: an exit from the narrowness of 

selfhood which paradoxically leads to an expansion and enrichment of 

apprehension. 

This imagery of an “endless” house isn’t restricted to Narnia. It comes 

from somewhere deep, turning up in Lewis’s Christian apologetics as 

well, and even in his literary criticism. “In my Father’s house there are 

many rooms,” Jesus said (John 14.2). 
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BURWOOD COMMUNITY CHOIR  
@ ST PAUL’S 

Have you missed singing ? 

Do you like to sing along in the car, on your iPod or in the  

supermarket, or in the shower? 

 

Please come and join others who love to sing too! 

 

The Community Choir is back, on Wednesday evenings in the Small Hall (behind 
the Large Hall). We would love you to come and join us. 5.30pm – 6.30pm 

 

This Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing any type of music 

regardless of ability or experience and there are no auditions., nor do you 

have to be able to read music.  

 

What is special about this choir?  

We want it to be a celebration of the diversity of our community and without 

any barriers to entry. 

 

Choir members will be asked to pay a small weekly fee  - whatever you can 

afford. $10. $5 0r $0, to cover the costs of the music etc. 

 

We are also looking for Foundation Members who would be willing to sponsor  

two or three choir members by donating $20 per week 

 

Any surplus funds that it makes will go to support the work of the Parish Pantry. 

  

DIRECTOR:  Mrs Barbara Stone, retired Principal MLC School, Burwood. 

 

CONDUCTOR: Mrs Karen Carey of the film - Mrs Carey’s Concert 

 

If you are interested in learning more please contact our Registrar Rosemary  

King on 97474327 or just come along at 5.30pm  
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Pray for the Anglican Church –  

for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate ; 

Michael Stead, our Regional Bishop; and 

for all the bishops, priests, deacons and 

Religious of the Anglican Communion.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer  we 

are asked to pray for The Anglican 

Church of Kenya. 

Pray for Fr James and Helen, and 

for  Fr Michael and Antonia, for 

Rosemary, for David, for 

Caroline, for Judith, for Brian 

and for Bailey May God bless them 

and their ministries and may we support 

them as they work among us in Christ’s 

name.  

Pray for St Paul’s: God of mercy, 

strengthen us to help shape a parish 

where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, 

life’s poetry realized, suffering 

lightened through sharing, justice 

attended, joy pervasive, hope lived, the 

hum of the universe heard, and together 

with you and each other we build what 

is beautiful, true, worthy of your 

generosity to us, an echo of your 

kingdom. Amen. (Ted Loder) 

 

 

Pray for, St Matthew’s, Zababdeh, 

(West Bank, Palestinian 

Territorries), our Anglican 

Communion Partner: We remember 

especially their Parish Priest,  Fr Saleem 

Dawani, and his ministry in the parish. 

We remember also Jameel Maher, who 

acts as the St Matthew’s partnership link 

person with us. May both our parishes 

be blessed by the link we are 

establishing.  

Pray for the Church’s mission:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love  of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. (Author unknown) 

Pray for our Children’s Church:  

The Lord said, ‘Let the little children 

come  to me and do not forbid them for 

such is the kingdom of heaven’. Bless, 

Lord, your children who now stand 

before you in prayer. Help them to 

understand the depth of  your love.  

O Lord, bless our Children's Church 

and all its future endeavours, that 

through it we may glorify you with your 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now, always 

and forever. Amen. 

Pray throughout  

the week 
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Pray for peace: Lead me from death to 

life, from falsehood to truth; lead me 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust; 

lead me from hate to love, from war to 

peace.  

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our 

universe.  

Pray for all in need, remembering 

especially this week all those who work 

with young people that may strive to  

love, care and protect them from any 

harm.  

Pray for: Alf; Joyce Bannister; John 

Burns; June Cameron; Coral; Elizabeth 

Griffiths; Ray Holfeld; Jeanell; Grace Mao

-Jing; Enid Kell; Jesse Langenegger;  

David Morgan; Alister & Sally Palmer; 

Mark Palmer; Marcus; Michelle Phillips; 

Geoff Riccord; Joanne Roberts; David 

Russell; Sylvia; Sylvia Seers; Diane 

Smith; Geoff Voller and Bob Woods;  

In love and charity please 

remember the recently departed, 

especially Judy Baird, Kathy Frost, The 

Prison Mother in England and David 

Clement Laurence that God may grant 

them a place of refreshment, light and 

peace.  

Pray, too, for, Madeline Knizek;                             

Fr John Henry Adams & for any others 

whose year’s mind falls around this time.         

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon them!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services during this week at St Paul’s 

The midweek communion is on every Wednesday at 10.30am in the Chapel 

of our Lord's Passion. 

Commemorations noted by the lectionary this week –  

 Thursday 13th May - Ascension Day  

 Friday 14th May - Matthias, Apostle and Martyr   
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 Phone 9747 4327 

 Post PO Box 530, Burwood, NSW 1805  

 Website www.stpaulsburwood.org.au  

 Rector Fr James Collins 

  rector@stpaulsburwood.anglican.asn.au 

 Senior Assistant Priest Fr Michael Deasey OAM 

 Honorary Priest Fr Jim Pettigrew 

                             Lay Minister Ms Rosemary King 

                   Director of Music Mr David Russell  

 Parish Organist Michael Deasey FRSCM 

 Captain of the Bell Tower  Mrs Pam Brock                   

 Organ Scholar Bailey Yeates  

 Sacristan  Mr Brian Luhr OAM OGS 

                       Rector’s Warden  Dr Jane Carrick – 0418 399 664 

                 People’s Wardens Mrs Elizabeth Griffiths – 8033 3113 

  Mrs Pam Brock – 9747 3619  

                      Office Secretary Mrs Caroline Badra (9.30am –2.30pm Tues- Frid) 

St Paul’s Coat of Arms 
 

Shield — The Shield of Faith which St Paul exhorts us to carry (Ephesians 6:16) 
Pallium — The shield is in three sections using the heraldic charge of a Pall or Pallium, a  
    symbol traditionally associated with an ecclesiastical vestment.  
 

The three sections represent the Holy Trinity. 

 
“Faith, Hope, Love” — These are the three Theological Virtues taken from St Paul’s Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 13:13):  
 

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Dove — Symbolising the Holy Spirit and Peace 
Cross — The symbol of our Faith 
Book and Sword — The symbols of St Paul 
Colour Red — Liturgical colour for Martyrs (Paul); The Holy Spirit (Fire); and the Blood of  
   Christ 
Colour Blue — Representing the Water of Life (Baptism) and the liturgical colour for Mary 
    Mother of our Lord 

http://stpaulsburwood.org.au/

