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Palm Sunday
In early times there were two liturgical celebrations on this Day: the 
Eucharist of the Day which commemorated the Passion of our Lord 
and, later in the day, a procession of all the people carrying palms in 
procession to the Great Church in Jerusalem for Vespers. 
As the years passed, these two different commemorations merged 
into one, and in some places the re-enactment of the ‘Triumphal Entry 
into Jerusalem’ took over in importance. 
It should be remembered, however, that it is not the entry into 
Jerusalem, but rather the Passion Reading that sets the major theme 
for the whole week (as is recognised in the Book of Common Prayer).
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Introit
The choir sings the introit in procession to the Chancel
Hosanna to the son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. 

The Greeting
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.

The priest reads the introduction:
This morning begins the Great Week of the Christian Year. 
During Lent we have been preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice 
for the celebration of the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
With Christians throughout the world, 
we come together this week to call to mind, 
and to express in word and action, 
the centre of the Easter mystery: 
 our Lord’s Passover from death to life. 
Christ entered in triumph into the Holy City to complete his work as Messiah: 
 to suffer, to die and to rise to new life. 
Today we commit ourselves to walk the way of the cross, 
so that, sharing his sufferings, 
we may be united with him in his risen life.

The priest blesses the palm crosses with the following prayer:
Let us pray:
Soverign God, 
we thank you for these branches and crosses of palm. 
 By your blessing may they be for us signs of the victory of your Son. 
May we who carry them in his name ever hail him as our Messiah, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
 Amen.
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The Palm Gospel

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
 Hosanna in the highest.

The Palm Gospel is read.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

The Procession of Palms
The Gospel which has just been proclaimed is now reenacted. The solemn entry into the church repre-
sents the entry into the Holy City of Jerusalem. 

Let us praise Jesus our Messiah, 
as did the crowds who welcomed him to Jerusalem.

The following hymn is sung during the procession. 
The congregation follows the procession out of the west door and around the Church.

Let us proceed in peace.
 In the name  of Christ. Amen.

The Processional Hymn
ST THEODULPH (Valet will ich Dir geben) Melody by M. Teschner (c. 1613) 
 Adapted and harmonised by J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

    +  All glory, laud, and honour, To thee, Redeemer, King!
     To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1.  Thou art the King of Israel,
 Thou David’s royal Son,
     Who in the Lord’s Name comest,
 The King and Blessed One.  +

4.  To thee before thy passion
 They sang their hymns of praise;
     To thee, now high exalted,
 Our melody we raise.  +

2.  The company of angels 
 Are praising thee on high;
     And mortal men and all things
 Created make reply.  +

5.  Thou didst accept their praises;
 Accept the prayers we bring,
     Who in all good delightest,
 Thou good and gracious King.  +

3.  The people of the Hebrews
 With palms before thee went;
     Our praise and prayer and anthems
 Before thee we present.  +

6.  Do thou direct our footsteps
 Upon our earthly way,
     And bring us by thy mercy
 To heaven's eternal day.  +
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7.  Within that blessèd City
 Thy praises may we sing,
     And ever raise hosannas
 To our most loving King.  +

 
 St Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); trans. J. M. Neale (1816-66)

Once the procession has circled the Church and arrived again at the west door, the following prayer 
is said: 
Merciful God, as we enter this Holy Week and gather at your house of prayer, turn 
our hearts again to Jerusalem, to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; that, 
united with Christ and all the faithful, we may one day enter in triumph the city not 
made with hands, the new Jerusalem, eternal in the heavens; where, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, Christ lives in glory for ever. 
 Amen.
The procession continues into the Church. The hymn continues and is repeated as necessary.

Kyrie eleison
The Choir sings a setting of the Kyrie.
Kyrie eleison;     Lord, have mercy;
Christe eleison;     Christ, have mercy;
Kyrie eleison.     Lord, have mercy.

The Collect
All remain standing for the collect of the day.
God of all, you gave your only-begotten Son to take the form of a servant, and to be 
obedient even to death on a cross: give us the same mind that was in Christ Jesus that, 
sharing in his humility, we may come to be with him in his glory, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading Isaiah 50.4-9a
The servant of the Lord said: The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that 
I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens 
– wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my 
ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who 
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not  hide my face 
from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he 
who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who 
are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty?

For the word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.



6

Psalm 31
9 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble:
  my eye wastes away for grief, my throat also and my inward parts.
10 For my life wears out in sorrow, and my years with sighing:
  my strength fails me in my affliction, and my bones are consumed.
11 I am become the scorn of all my enemies:
  and my neighbours wag their heads in derision.
12 I am a thing of horror to my friends:
  and those that see me in the street shrink from me.
13 I am forgotten like one dead and out of mind:
  I have become like a broken vessel.
14 For I hear the whispering of many:
  and fear is on every side;
15 While they plot together against me:
  and scheme to take away my life.
16 But in you, Lord, have I put my trust:
  I have said ‘You are my God.’
17 All my days are in your hand:
  O deliver me from the power of my enemies and from my persecutors.
18 Make your face to shine upon your servant:
  and save me for your mercy’s sake.

Second Reading  – Philippians 2.5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death–even 
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
The people genuflect.
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

For the word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual Hymn
Please stand to sing the gradual hymn. The procession moves to the centre of the church.  
The congregation turns inwards to face the Gospel reader.

The Passion Gospel
Before the Gospel:

Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross, 
but God raised Him high and gave Him the name which is above all names. 

The Lord be with you: 
 And also with you.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

After the Gospel:
This is the Gospel of the Lord, or For the Gospel of the Lord,
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Prayers of the Faithful
Please sit or kneel. The intercessor leads the prayers from the lectern. 
One of the following responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy.  or  Father, hear our prayer.
 Hear our prayer.    Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the end of the prayers, the following is said:
Living God, you listen when your people cry out to you, hearing our prayers and 
forgiving our sins: hear us now, forgive us, and send us on in newness of life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Amen. 
A selection of Scripture sentences may be used, concluding with the Prayer of Approach recited 
together: 
 We do not presume
 to come to your table, merciful Lord,
 trusting in our own righteousness,
 but in your manifold and great mercies.
 We are not worthy
 so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
 But you are the same Lord
 whose nature is always to have mercy.
 Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
	 so	to	eat	the	flesh	of	your	dear	Son	Jesus	Christ,
 and to drink his blood,
 that we may evermore dwell in him
 and he in us. Amen.
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The Confession and Absolution 
The priest introduces the confession.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s forgiveness.
 Merciful God,
 our maker and our judge,
 we have sinned against you
 in thought, word and deed, and in what we have failed to do:
 we have not loved you with our whole heart;
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
 Father, forgive us.
 Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Absolution
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
   pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Greeting of Peace
All stand. The Greeting of Peace is introduced with these or other suitable words:
We are the body of Christ.
 His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 And also with you.
All may exchange a sign of peace.

The Offertory Hymn 
Please stand to sing the hymn during which a collection is taken for the work of the Church. 

The Preparation
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life.
 Blessed be God for ever. 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will 
become our spiritual drink.
 Blessed be God for ever.
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The Great Thanksgiving

The priest continues with the authorised Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration: 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
He offered the one true sacrifice for sin,
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
The tree of defeat became the tree of victory;
where life was lost, there life has been restored.
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
for ever praising you and saying:
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Sanctus & Benedictus
The sanctuary bell is rung.The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus.
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,   Holy, holy, holy,
Dominus Deus sabaoth.   Lord God of hosts.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in excelsis.    Hosanna in the highest.
  Benedictus qui venit      Blessed is he who comes
in nomine Domini    in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in excelsis.    Hosanna in the highest.
All kneel.

The priest continues with the Prayer of Thanksgiving
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Memorial Acclamation
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Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
 
  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise:

The priest says: 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer is sung together to the setting on the following page.



12

The Lord’s Prayer

The breaking of the bread
The priest breaks the bread and says one of the following:
[We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.]
We who are many are one body,
 for we all share in the one bread.
or
As this broken bread was once many grains,
which have been gathered together and made one bread:
 so may your Church be gathered
 from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
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Agnus Dei
The choir sings a setting of the Agnus Dei. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, O Lamb of God, who takes away the
miserere nobis.     sins of the world, grant them rest. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, O Lamb of God, who takes away the
miserere nobis.     sins of the world, grant them rest. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, O Lamb of God, who takes away the
dona nobis pacem.    sins of the world, grant them your peace.

The Communion
All baptised and communicant Christians are welcome to receive communion.  
Those who do not normally receive communion are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.

The Communion Motet 
The Choir sings a motet at the end of Communion.

The Post-Communion Prayer
God our help and strength,
through these holy mysteries
confirm our faith
that by the death and resurrection of your Son
we may walk in the way of salvation.
	 Father,	we	offer	ourselves	to	you
	 as	a	living	sacrifice
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit
 to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen.

The Blessing
The priest says this or an appropriate seasonal Blessing:
Christ our Saviour draw you to himself,
that you may find in him crucified
a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sin forgiven
and the blessing of God almighty,   the Father, the Son, and the Holy    
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Closing Hymn
Please stand for the closing hymn which can be found on the separate sheet.  

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
 In the name of Christ. Amen.
The servers, choir and clergy process to the back door.





HOLY WEEK AT ST PAUL’S BURWOOD

Palm Sunday
8:00am Sung Eucharist

9:30am Choral Eucharist with St Paul’s Choir

Holy Monday
7:00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Tuesday
7:00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Holy Wednesday
10:30am Holy Communion in the Chapel 
7:00pm Holy Communion in the Chapel

Maundy Thursday
7:00pm Sung Eucharist with foot washing & stripping of the altar

Good Friday
9:00am Liturgy of the Lord's Death

Holy Saturday
9:00am Preparation of the Church for Easter

Easter Day
8:00am Sung Eucharist

9:30am Choral Eucharist with St Paul’s Choir




